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D0J Charges Raul Castro
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$100M Aid Offer (Conditiona.
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Unilateral Miftary Strikes (190+ Deaths).
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Intensifying Race (U.S. vs. China).
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CORRUPTION & RULE OF LAW

(LAWFARE)
U.S. Legal System as Foreign Policy Tool.
Indictments Target Impunity (Mexico, Cuba).
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(FRAGILITY)

Cuba: "Furones” (72h+ Blackouts).
nhhean High Cost of Living & Diversification Needs.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED
Helms-Burton Act (Libertad Act): Requires "Total Regime Change" for Embargo Lift.
Al Resource Regulation: Proposals to protect public utilities.
o Migration Alternatives: End of Judge-Mandated Programs, Surge in Detention.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Sinaloa Cartel Indictments: NY Court Hearings for Gerardo Mérida Sanchez.
CEPAL Growth Briefing: Grim outlook fuelling social unrest.
Peru Election Proclam:

: Sanchez vs. Fujimori (Runoff Confirmed).

Q. DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES

5> THE EROSION OF
SOVEREIGNTY IN SECURITY

Y1\

SN

AL

AI Investment Gap = Structural Inequallty
Latin America as “Technology Takers".
Resource Grab by Global Tech Firms
(Water/Energy).

Reopening 1996 Castro Case.
Legal Basis for “Regime Change" Rhetoric.
Symbolic Focus for Cuban-American
Electorate.

U.S. “Post-Sovereign” Model.
“Interdiction” over Cooperation.
 Unilateral Strikes Cause Rift with Mexico.
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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
PROJECTS POWER THROUGH
BILATERAL CHINA NEGOTIATIONS
AND AGGRESSIVE REGIONAL
INTERVENTIONS IN MEXICO AND
CUBA AS LATIN AMERICA FACES A
DECADE-LONG DEVELOPMENT
TRAP.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 17, 2026, is characterized by a
significant intensification of the Trump
Administration’s "America First" foreign
policy, manifesting as a complex blend of high-
stakes diplomacy in Asia and coercive
"lawfare" and military signaling in Latin
America. President Trump’s state visit to
China has established a precarious detente,
focusing on tariff reductions and the
reopening of diplomatic channels, though
fundamental frictions regarding Taiwan
remain a "red line" for Beijing. While the
administration seeks economic concessions
from China, it is simultaneously escalating
pressure on regional neighbors. In Mexico,
the threat of unilateral military strikes against
cartels persists, while the U.S. Department of
Justice moves toward the unprecedented

criminal indictment of former Cuban leader
Raul Castro. These actions suggest a strategy
of using external "toughness" to consolidate
domestic approval, even as the administration
faces criticism for a record number of migrant
deaths in custody.

Socio-economically, Latin America is entering
a "triple development trap" of low growth,
high inequalityy, and weak institutional
capacity. New data from the UN’s Economic
Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (CEPAL) reveals that the region
has suffered a decade of stagnation, with an
average growth rate of only 0.9% since 2014.
The technological divide is also widening;
despite representing 7% of the global
economy, the region attracts a mere 1.1% of
lobal Al investment. This
drought, combined with the rising resource
costs of Al—specifically water and energy—
threatens to leave the region's small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) permanently
behind in the digital revolution. Meanwhile,
the region's political landscape remains
volatile, with Peru heading toward a polarized
presidential runoff on June 7 and Bolivia
struggling with civil unrest and mass
detentions.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* U.S. Escalation Against the Cuban
Regime
o The U.S. Department of Justice is
reportedly preparing criminal charges
against Raul Castro for his role in the
1996 shoot-down of "Brothers to the
Rescue" civilian aircraft.

o CIA Director John Radcliffe conducted a
high-level visit to Havana to meet with
Ministry of the Interior officials,
signaling a "change or collapse"
ultimatum as Cuba faces total
infrastructure failure.

o The U.S. offered $100 million in aid to be
channeled through the Church, though
Havana remains skeptical of any
conditions attached to the funds.

* Strained U.S.-Mexico Security Relations
o The extradition of Sinaloa officials,
including former Security Secretary
Gerardo Mérida Séanchez, has entered
New York court proceedings,
heightening tensions with the
Sheinbaum administration.

o US. officials are pushing for joint
operations involving American personnel
on Mexican soil, a move the Mexican
government views as a violation of
sovereignty.

o Trump continues to publicize military
strikes against narcotics vessels in the
Caribbean and Pacific, resulting in at
least 190 deaths since September.

* The Global Artificial Intelligence Divide
o CEPAL warns that Latin America is
falling "irremediably behind" in AI due to
a massive investment deficit compared

to Asia and North America.

o The environmental cost of Al is coming
into focus, with data centers projected to
consume 3% of global energy within
years, raising concerns about resource
equity in water-scarce regions.

o Legal experts are debating three distinct
Al governance models: the European
model of data ownership, the American
model of nula regulation, and the
Chinese model of state control.

* Regional Economic Stagnation
o Regional growth for 2026 is projected to
drop to 2.2%, down from 2.4% in 2025,
continuing a cycle of low productivity.

o The "low growth trap" is attributed to
low public investment, which is currently

among the lowest in the developing
world.

o Guyana remains the sole outlier with

16.3% growth driven by the continued
oil boom, while Mexico and Brazil

remain stagnant.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Technology Policy Latin America’s
inability to attract Al
increasingly viewed as a sovereign risk.
Strategic
"extensionism"—applying
technology programs to small
businesses to  prevent total digital

obsolescence. There is a growing push for
Latin American "unicorns" to prevent total
technological dependence on U.S. and Chinese
firms. Data sovereignty remains a key pillar of
this debate, as the region lacks the regulatory

investment is

discussions now focus on
agricultural-style
transfer
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frameworks to protect citizens' data from
extraction by multinational tech giants.

Corruption & Rule of Law The U.S. is
increasingly using its domestic legal system
as a tool of foreign policy (lawfare). The focus
on Rubén Rocha Moya and other Sinaloa
figures indicates that the U.S. will no longer
tolerate the ‘"impunity" of high-ranking
Mexican politicians linked to cartels.
Similarly, the indictment of Raul Castro serves
to delegitimize the Cuban military's economic
conglomerate, GAESA, and the leadership of
Miguel Diaz-Canel.

Economic Security & Critical Minerals
The race for critical minerals is intensifying.
U.S. Undersecretary for Economic Affairs
Jacob is scheduled to visit Guyana, Panama,
and Costa Rica to secure energy security and
mineral supply chains. This is a direct
counter-maneuver to China’s expanding
presence in South America, particularly in the
lithium and rare earth sectors.

Energy Security Infrastructure fragility is
acute in the Caribbean. Cuba’s energy crisis
has reached a point where citizens experience
"furones" (extended blackouts) lasting over 72
hours. This is exacerbated by the regime’s
inability to pay for fuel imports from Argelia,
Angola, and Turkey, leading to a breakdown in
supply. In Aruba, the government is grappling
with a rising cost of living and the need to
diversify its tourism-dependent economy to
protect currency reserves.

International Relations & Foreign Policy
Trump's visit to China has reopened
diplomatic channels, but tensions over Taiwan
remain at a fever pitch. Analysts suggest that
Trump is using China as a "vender" for space
on the Falcon 9, while simultaneously eyeing
Latin America as a zone of interest to counter
Chinese influence. The U.S. is also pivoting

toward a model of unilateralism, signaling
that it will act with or without the consent of
regional partners like Mexico.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative and policy
environment is dominated by executive
actions regarding security and technology
regulation, with significant debate over the
"Helms-Burton Act" and Al
management. There is also a notable shift in
migration policy, with the administration
dismantling "alternative programs" in favor of

remote detention centers.
BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

resource

e Helms-Burton Act (Libertad Act): This
remains the primary legal barrier to
normalizing relations with Cuba. Despite
Trump's signals about negotiating with
Cuba, the law's codification means only
Congress can lift the embargo, which
requires a "total regime change."

* AI Resource Regulation: Proposals are

surfacing to regulate the water and energy

consumption of data centers to protect
public utilities from price surges caused by

technological infrastructure.

* Migration Alternatives: The
administration has effectively ended judge-
mandated alternativ ntion

from the pandemic era, leading to a surge
in populations at facilities like Adelanto.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Sinaloa Cartel Indictments: US court
hearings in the Southern District of New
York for rar Méri anchez are
setting the stage for future extraditions of
Mexican governors.
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* CEPAL Growth Briefing: Secretary
Salazar-Xirinachs presented a grim outlook,
warning of the depressing growth rates
that are fueling social unrest across the
continent.

* Peru Election Proclamation: The
National Office of Electoral Processes
(ONPE) confirmed Roberto Sanchez will
face Keiko Fujimori in the runoff after a
narrow vote margin.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History The Trump
administration is increasingly looking to the
past to justify present-day interventions.
Reopening the 1996 plane shoot-down case
against Raul Castro is not merely about
justice; it is about establishing a legal basis
for "regime change" rhetoric. By targeting a
95-year-old leader for crimes committed three
decades ago, the U.S. creates a symbolic focal
point for the Cuban-American electorate while
maintaining maximum pressure on the
current Havana bureaucracy.

Digital Neo-Colonialism The Al investment
gap is creating a new form of structural
inequality. As Latin American countries
remain "technology takers" rather than
producers, they risk becoming digital colonies
of the U.S. and China. This trend is
compounded by the "resource grab" where
global tech firms utilize local water and
energy to power Al systems that provide little
local economic benefit. The lack of even a
basic website for many Latin American SMEs
highlights the depth of this "pre-modern"
digital state.

The Erosion of Sovereignty in Security
The U.S. is moving toward a "post-sovereign"
security model in Latin America. The threat of

unilateral military strikes in Mexico and the
launch of dozens of attacks against narcotics

boats in international waters signal that the
U.S. prioritizes "interdiction" over bilateral
cooperation. This trend is causing a rift with
the Sheinbaum  administration, which
continues to resist joint operations that allow
U.S. agents to operate on Mexican soil.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant
civil unrest in Mexico if the U.S. proceeds with
unilateral military action or if additional high-
profile governors are indicted. The official
proclamation of the Peru election results this
Sunday will trigger a fierce month-long
campaign cycle. In Cuba, the response to the
U.S. aid offer will determine if the regime is
willing to make even minor humanitarian
concessions to avoid a total systemic collapse.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The launch of
the Argentine pico-satellite via SpaceX in
December will serve as a high-profile test of
the region's ability to compete in high-tech
sectors. Trump's China tariff negotiations will
face a deadline in October, which will likely
dictate global market volatility for the end of
the year. Migration flows will likely shift as
deaths in custody and aggressive "redada"
(raid) policies continue to discourage
traditional routes.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Latin America faces
a "lost decade" of growth if public investment
and Al integration are not radically
accelerated. The death or incapacitation of
Raul Castro (95) will trigger a power vacuum
that could lead to either a military-led
"Russian-style" oligarchic transition or a total
state fracture. The US-China rivalry for
critical minerals will permanently reshape
Latin American alliances, potentially forcing
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countries into a binary choice between
economic blocs.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The U.S. should anticipate that unilateral
strikes in Mexico may satisfy domestic
political bases but will likely degrade long-
term intelligence sharing and counter-
narcotics cooperation with the Mexican
military.

* The EU and regional bodies must prioritize
Al ethics and resource regulation to
prevent a scenario where data centers
exacerbate local droughts or energy
shortages.

* Diplomats should prepare for a post-Castro
Cuba by establishing ties with younger
technocrats, as the current "burdcrata"
leadership is viewed as merely decorative.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Critical Minerals: Investment
opportunities in Guyana and Panama are
high due to U.S. strategic backing, but
carry significant geopolitical risk as China
maintains a strong "red line" presence in
the region.

Technology Infrastructure: There is a
massive "blue ocean" for SME digital
transformation services in Latin America,
provided they can operate within local
resource constraints.

Supply Chain Risk: The high price of
fertilizers and oil due to global conflict will
continue to squeeze margins in Latin
American agriculture (soy/corn), requiring
investors to hedge against persistent

logisti isruptions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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