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BRINKMANSHIP IN THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZ CONVERGES WITH A
GLOBAL BIOSECURITY CRISIS AND
RISING CIVIL UNREST OVER WAR-
INDUCED INFLATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 18, 2026, marked a day of extreme
geopolitical and biosecurity volatility as the
Trump administration issued a stay of
execution regarding planned military strikes
on Iran. While President Trump claimed to
have postponed a massive Tuesday assault at
the request of Gulf allies—including Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE—to allow for a
final round of negotiations, he simultaneously
instructed the U.S. military to remain on high
alert for a large-scale offensive. The
diplomatic stalemate is centered on the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz and a
fundamental disagreement over
enrichment rights and war reparations. The
economic fallout of this maritime blockade is
now being felt globally, manifested in a 24%
fuel price hike in Kenya that triggered a
deadly national transport strike and warnings
of mass starvation by the United Nations if
fertilizer shipments remain blocked.

nuclear

Simultaneously, the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared an international
health emergency in response to an Ebola
outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) and Uganda. The outbreak is
particularly lethal as it involves the
Bundibugyo strain, for which there is no
approved vaccine or specific treatment. The
virus is spreading through high-mobility
mining regions and conflict zones controlled
by armed groups like the M23, making
contact tracing and nearly
impossible.  This biosecurity threat is
compounded by the U.S. withdrawal from the
WHO, which has left a significant funding gap
as regional powers like Rwanda move to
shutter borders to prevent cross-border
transmission.

isolation

In the Middle East, the ceasefire in Lebanon
appears increasingly fragile as Israel issued
new forced evacuation orders deep into
Lebanese territory, while its navy intercepted
a 58-boat aid flotilla bound for Gaza in
international waters. Domestic instability in
the United States reached a tragic peak with a
mass shooting at the Islamic Center of San
Diego, an incident authorities are treating as
a hate crime. These events, coupled with the
Philippine Senate’s chaotic impeachment
proceedings against Vice President Sara
Duterte, suggest a global trend of
deteriorating rule of law and the heightening
of identity-based and political polarization.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.-Iran Conflict and Maritime Standoff

* President Trump announced via social
media that he called off an attack on Iran

planned for Tuesday to allow for "serious

negotiations" mediated by Pakistan.
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* The IRGC maintains full military control
over the Strait of Hormuz, allowing transit
only to friendly nations (primarily China)
while blocking "adversaries."

* Iranian media reported that the U.S. agreed
to wave oil sanctions during negotiations,
though Washington officially denies any
concessions have been made.

* Approximately 20,000 sailors remain

stranded on 1,500 vessels in and around
the Gulf, facing critical shortages of food
and fresh water.

Bundibugyo Ebola Emergency

e The WHO has designated the outbreak a
global health emergency after deaths
reached 88 across the DRC and Uganda.

* The lack of a vaccine for this specific strain
has forced health workers to rely on
archaic containment methods in active war

zones.

e Rwanda has closed its border with the DRC
for an indefinite period following a
confirmed case in the transit hub of Goma.

Kenyan Transport Strike and Fuel Crisis

* Four people were killed and 200 arrested
during violent protests in Nairobi and
Mombasa over soaring fuel costs.

* Kenya's government attributes the price
spike to the Iran-U.S. war, while the

opposition blames internal corruption and

mismanagement.

Gaza Flotilla Interception and Legislative
Escalation

e Israeli naval forces intercepted 20 of 58
vessels in the "Fr m Flotilla" near
Cyprus, arresting 100 activists.

* A new Israeli law imposing the death
penalty for Palestinians convicted of lethal
attacks has officially taken effect, a move
condemned by human rights groups.

* Prime Minister Netanyahu confirmed Israel
now controls 60% of Gaza's land despite
existing ceasefire protocols.

Sudanese Civil War and Border Tensions

* Fighting between the Sudanese Army and
the RSF has intensified in Blue Nile State, a
region rich in minerals and livestock.

* Sudan has accused Ethiopia of supporting
RSF drones, while displacement camps in
Damazin reach a breaking point with over
300,000 arrivals.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al and Infrastructure Policy

* The expansion of AI data centers in
Northern Virginia is facing significant
public opposition, with 71% of residents
preferring a nuclear plant over an Al hub in
their vicinity.

* Intellectual property disputes are
intensifying as generative AI models are
found training on hundreds of thousands of

copyrighted books without permission.

* Big Tech is projected to invest $1 trillion in
Al infrastructure by 2027, even as 44% of
executives expect an investment bubble to
burst this year.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics and Security
Architecture

e The U.S. and Bahrain have sponsored a UN
Security Council resolution to protect
freedom of navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz, gaining support from 130
countries.
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* Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel

Albares called for a European army to

reduce dependence on an "unreliable"
Washington under the Trump
administration.

* Canada is pivoting toward 'principled
pragmatism," diversifying trade away from

the U.S. following threats of annexation by
President Trump.

Economic Security and Food Supply

* Urea prices have stabilized at $550 per ton,
still far above pre-war levels, threatening
the next global harvest cycle.

* The U.S. has reportedly unspent $5.4 billion
in humanitarian funds while the cost of

shipping insurance through the Gulf has
surged by 400%.

Corruption and Rule of Law

* A massive corruption probe in Ukraine

involving $100 million in money laundering

has reached the former chief of staff to
President Zelensky.

* The Philippine Senate has been converted

into an impeachment court, but critics fear

the process is being used to shield VP Sara
Duterte from accountability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on the intersection
of national security and judicial severity, with
particular emphasis on the expansion of state
power in conflict zones and the regulation of
emerging technologies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Israeli Death Penalty Law: Implements
the death penalty for Palestinians convicted

of "acts of terrorism" by military courts;

notably excludes Israeli citizens.

* UN Security Council Resolution on
Hormuz: A draft resolution to protect

international = waterways and energy

supplies; currently has 129 co-sponsors.

University Financing Law (Argentina):

Approved by Congress but remains
unimplemented by the government,

sparking student protests.

* US-UAE 123 Agreement: The "gold

standard" for civilian nuclear cooperation,
currently under scrutiny following drone

strikes near the Baraka nuclear plant.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Trump Press Social Media Posts:
President Trump utilized Truth Social to
issue ultimatums to Iran and announce the
delay of military strikes.

* Iranian Foreign Ministry Weekly Brief:
Spokesman Ismail Baghai rejected
"maximalist" U.S. demands and insisted on

enrichment rights under the NPT.

* Philippine Senate Impeachment
Hearing: Senate convened to hear charges
against VP Sara Duterte regarding misuse

of public funds.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Asymmetric Warfare and
"Grey Zone" Conflict The standoff in the
Gulf has transitioned from conventional naval
clashes to a sustained "grey zone" war. Iran is

utilizing environmental and security service
fees to de facto control the Strait, while the
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U.S. maintains a blockade that has failed to
collapse the Iranian economy. This stalemate
is increasingly punctuated by drone strikes on
critical infrastructure in the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, signaling that any return to all-out
war would likely target the region’s energy
and water desalination networks, potentially
causing a total regional blackout.

The Breakdown of Global Health
Multilateralism The Ebola outbreak in the
DRC highlights a dangerous trend in global
governance: the erosion of collective
biosecurity. The U.S. withdrawal from the
WHO and the dismantling of USAID have
crippled the international response capacity.
Consequently, health officials are now begging
for $30 million to contain a virus with no
vaccine in a region where conflict makes
contact tracing impossible. The vacuum left
by U.S. funding is being filled by "principled
pragmatism" from middle powers, but the lack
of a centralized global health mechanism
increases the risk of a pandemic-level event.

Energy Costs as a Driver of Civil Disorder
Across multiple continents, the rising cost of
energy is radicalizing domestic populations. In
Kenya, fuel prices have risen 50% since the
start of the Iran war, leading to a collapse of
public trust. Similarly, in Bolivia and
Argentina, economic crises are being
attributed to a global "West-less" world order
where traditional trade alliances have
fractured. The narrative is shifting from "war
for democracy" to "enrichment for elites," as

seen in the opposition rhetoric in Nairobi.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

e The 48-72 hour window provided by
President Trump will either lead to a
preliminary framework for the Strait's
reopening or the resumption of U.S. air
strikes on Iranian government targets.

* Ebola cases are likely to appear in
additional major regional hubs due to the
20-day lag in initial detection and high
mobility of mining workers in Ituri.

* The San Diego shooting may trigger a new
wave of U.S. domestic debates over hate

crime legislation and mosque security.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* U.S. midterm elections in November will be
heavily influenced by inflation and gas
prices, potentially forcing Trump to choose
between a '"victory" at any cost or a
pragmatic withdrawal.

* The Philippine Senate's impeachment trial

will likely lead to increased street protests

as Duterte's allies attempt to dismiss the
charges.

* The expiration of the "New Start" treaty in
2026 looms as the last obstacle to a fully

fledged nuclear arms race between the
U.S., Russia, and China.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The shift of global leadership from the U.S.
to China will accelerate if the U.S. remains
distracted and overextended by Gulf
conflicts.
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* The structural integration of Al into basic

services will create a "knowledge worker"

isplacement crisis, requiring massive
reskilling programs to prevent systemic
labor unrest.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Neutral states should prepare for
a permanently changed maritime regime in
the Gulf, where Iran and Oman impose
service fees on all non-adversary shipping.

* Biosecurity: Immediate emergency
funding must be funneled to the Africa CDC
to compensate for WHO funding shortfall
in the Ebola hotspot.

* Diplomacy: Mediators should focus on
"sequencing" agreements that separate the
rait' nin from the nuclear
enrichment file to provide immediate global
economic relief.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Agricultural firms should
hedge against 2027 crop failures due to
current fertilizer shortages and the 400%
surge in Gulf freight insurance.

* Tech/Al: Investors should pivot toward Al
supply chain components (like fiber optics
and cooling systems) rather than large-
language models until clear IP guardrails
are legislated.

* Risk Management: Corporations
operating in the Sahal or Sudan must
account for tightening sieges on capital
cities (like Bamako) that
manufactured goods lifelines.

threaten

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

1 1tproj I and the Internet
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