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THE NEW REALITY: The erosion of established norms across defense, health, and trade creates
a highly volatile landscape. Collective action is needed to institutionalize security, reject
unilateral maritime tolls, and fund biosurveillance to counter asymmetric and biological risks.
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THE CONVERGENCE OF GLOBAL
HEALTH EMERGENCIES, THE
DISMANTLING OF HISTORIC NORTH
AMERICAN DEFENSE
ARCHITECTURE, AND A
TRANSACTIONAL ESCALATION IN
MIDDLE EASTERN DIPLOMACY
CREATES A HIGH-VOLATILITY
ENVIRONMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND
TRADE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 18, 2026, was defined by a rapid erosion
of established diplomatic and security norms.
The Trump administration’s decision to
withdraw from the Permanent Joint Board on
Defense (PJBD) marks a significant rupture in
the 86-year-old security architecture between
the United States and Canada. This move,
ostensibly triggered by defense spending
grievances, appears increasingly linked to a
broader transactional strategy where the
administration is leveraging infrastructure
projects, such as the Gordie Howe
International Bridge, and trade negotiations
to extract concessions from Ottawa. The
decoupling of security cooperation from

continental stability signals a "rhetoric vs.
reality" shift that places long-standing
institutions like NORAD under indirect
pressure.

Concurrently, the global health landscape has
darkened with the World Health Organization
(WHO) declaring an Ebola outbreak in Central
Africa a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC). The
emergence of the rare Bundibuyo strain, for
which no current vaccine exists, coincides
with the first confirmed Canadian case of the
Andes strain of Hantavirus—a pathogen
capable of person-to-person transmission.
These dual biosurveillance challenges are
unfolding as the cruise ship at the center of
the Hantavirus outbreak, the MV Handius,
docks in Rotterdam for high-level disinfection,
highlighting  the  continued risks of
international transit-borne pathogens.

In the Middle East, the ceasefire remains
precarious as President Trump issued a stark
"clock is ticking" ultimatum to Tehran. This
escalation follows a drone strike on a UAE
nuclear facility and the official formation of an
Iranian "Strait of Hormuz Authority." The
Iranian strategy of deploying a "mosquito
fleet" of small, high-speed attack boats
presents a persistent asymmetric threat to
global energy supply chains, further
complicating mediated peace efforts led by
Pakistan. Domestically, Canada has moved to
mitigate Western alienation through a
landmark energy and carbon-pricing deal with
Alberta, though the agreement’s climate
modeling remains opaque and its success is
contingent on private sector buy-in for a
massive new pipeline project.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Dismantling of Continental Defense
Cooperation

e The U.S. Department of War announced it is
pausing participation in the Permanent
Joint Board on Defense (PJBD), a bilateral
organization founded in 1940 by Mackenzie
King and FDR.

* U.S. Under Secretary of War Elbridge Colby
cited Canada’s failure to meet defense

spending commitments as the primary

driver for the reassessment of the forum.

* The move is viewed by former officials as a
"regrettable decision" that undermines the

very body where NORAD was originally
conceived.

Global Health: Simultaneous
Consequence Outbreaks

High-

* The WHO declared the Ebola outbreak in
Congo and Uganda a global health
emergency following at least 80 deaths and
250 suspected cases.

* The outbreak involves the Bundibuyo
species of Ebola, which has not been seen
for over a decade and lacks an effective
vaccine or field test.

* Canada confirmed its first case of the
Andes strain of Hantavirus in a Yukon
resident who was a passenger on the MV
Handius cruise ship.

 The MV Handius arrived in Rotterdam for
disinfection, with crew members entering a
mandatory six-week quarantine.

Iranian Maritime Escalation and

Ultimatums

* President Trump utilized social media to
issue a final warning to Iran, suggesting
military action if peace talks mediated by
Pakistan do not progress immediately.

e Iran announced the formation of a Strait of
Hormuz Authority and proposed a marine
transit toll, a move rejected by the United
States as a violation of international
waterway norms.

» The Iranian "mosquito fleet" of hundreds of
small boats armed with missiles and
rockets continues to harass tanker traffic,
creating "crippling uncertainty" in global
markets.

Alberta-Ottawa Energy Breakthrough

* Ottawa and Alberta signed a deal setting an

industrial carbon price of $130 per ton by

2040 in exchange for a fast-tracked
pipeline to the B.C. coast.

* The agreement aims to see shovels in the
ground by September 2027, although a
private sector proponent for the project has
yet to be named.

* The deal is contingent on the Pathways
carbon capture and storage project moving

forward simultaneously.

Ukraine's Strategic Expansion of Conflict

* Ukraine launched its largest drone attack

on Moscow in over a year, targeting oil
installations and weapons facilities.

* President Zelensky confirmed the start of

preparations for a military drone deal with

Canada as part of a joint defense
production framework.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Biosurveillance / Disease Outbreaks

* Authorities are managing the international
risk of the Andes strain Hantavirus, which
is  unique for its person-to-person
transmission potential, unlike other strains
spread solely by rodents.

* The WHO signaled that the world is falling

hin on pandemic  preparedness,

specifically citing failures in international
coordination and resource sharing.

International Relations & Foreign Policy

e The Trump administration is reportedly
linking the opening of the Gordie Howe
International Bridge to broader trade

negotiations and the Section 232 tariffs.

* Pakistan is acting as the primary mediator
between the U.S. and Iran, attempting to
negotiate the unfreezing of assets in
exchange for enriched uranium
concessions.

e Israel intercepted an international aid
flotilla bound for Gaza, detaining
approximately 500 activists, including a
dozen Canadians.

Al & Technology Policy

* Sophisticated Al-generated scams using
deepfake images of CBC journalists and

corporate CEOs have been utilized to
promote fraudulent investment schemes.

* The Alberta government expects Al
education kits to be available for school
boards by 2028, sparking debate over the
anthropomorphic nature of the technology
in classrooms.

Trade & Economic Security

e The U.S. Commerce Department imposed
new tariffs on Canadian mushrooms,
alleging unfair government tax exemptions
constitute a subsidy.

* The Calgary City Council is debating

restrictin ial idi (Fair Entry
program) to Canadian citizens only,
excluding permanent residents and
newcomers.

Security Architecture

* The U.S. Senate struck down federal
funding for a Dbillion-dollar ballroom
security project at the White House,
invoking the "Byrd Rule" to block the
expenditure.

* A vehicle attack in Modena, Italy, and a
hate-crime shooting at a San Diego mosque

underscore the persistent threat of
domestic radicalization and mental health-
driven violence.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this period was dominated
by executive-level agreements and social
media-driven policy shifts rather than
traditional parliamentary debate. In Canada,
the focus remains on the legal and regulatory
framework for fast-tracking pipeline approvals
and harmonizing provincial carbon prices with
federal floors. In the United States, the use of
procedural rules like the Byrd Rule
highlighted the ongoing friction between the
executive branch's spending goals and
legislative oversight.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The Building Canada Act:Alberta
pipeline could be designated as a project of

national interest to bypass regulatory
hurdles.

« $72 Billion Reconciliation Bill:billion-
dollar security appropriation for the White
House ballroom project, which was struck
down by the Senate Parliamentarian.

* CUSMA (NAFTA 2.0) Review:July 1st
review deadline, with Canada's negotiator
Kirsten Hillman and Janet Sharette
engaged in daily talks.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* WHO Press Briefing:Ebola PHEIC and
warnings about the rare Bundibuyo strain.

* BC Health Officer Update:first
Hantavirus case and the strict isolation
measures for nine high-risk Canadians.

* Ministerial Interviews (Leblanc/
Nixon):Alberta-Ottawa MOU and the
political implications of the carbon price
floor.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transactionalization of Defense

The withdrawal from the PJBD is not merely
an isolated dispute over spending but
suggests a tectonic shift in U.S. foreign policy
where security alliances are treated as
commodities. By linking the Gordie Howe
Bridge opening and historic defense boards to
trade grievances, the administration is
signaling that "shared values" are secondary
to "shared costs." This puts Canada in a
defensive posture where its newly achieved

2% GDP spending on defense is already being

dismissed as insufficient by the U.S. Secretary
of War.

Pathogen Proliferation in an Era of
Fatigue

The simultaneous emergence of Ebola
(Bundibuyo) and Hantavirus (Andes) tests a
global health infrastructure that the WHO
admits is "falling behind." The public reaction
remains muted, characterized by pandemic
fatigue, yet the biological risks—specifically
person-to-person transmission of the Andes
strain—represent a higher lethality risk than
previous respiratory outbreaks. The docking
of the MV Handius in Rotterdam serves as a
case study for the difficulties in containing
pathogens in the maritime sector.

Asymmetric Leverage in Maritime
Chokepoints
Iran’s "mosquito fleet" strategy is a

masterclass in asymmetric warfare. By using
unmanned and small-crew boats to harass
tankers, Tehran creates a ‘"crippling
uncertainty" that high-tech U.S. naval assets
struggle to neutralize without escalating to
full-scale war. The move to establish a Strait
of Hormuz Authority suggests Iran is moving
toward a legalistic claim over the waterway to
complement its physical harassment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect heightened surveillance and
potential new cases of Hantavirus as the
in ion ri for MV Handius
passengers continues for another two
weeks.

* A possible military response or "Tuesday
meeting" on military options regarding Iran
could follow President Trump’s ultimatum.
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e Immediate friction at the Canada-U.S.
border over the mushroom tariffs and the
bridge opening rhetoric.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The July 1st deadline for Alberta's pipeline

proposal will be a major test of the
provincial government's ability to secure a
private sector proponent.

e A potential "runoff" for the Republican
nomination to replace Bill Cassidy will
indicate if the "disloyal" branding by Trump
remains the definitive factor in GOP
politics.

e WHO trials for a modified Ebola vaccine

targeting the Bundibuyo strain will
determine the containment success in
Central Africa.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The disintegration of the PJBD could lead to
a structural redesign of NORAD, shifting it
from a binational command to a U.S.-led
mandate with Canadian "participation"
based on annual spending metrics.

* The Alberta deal’s carbon pricing trajectory
($130 by 2040) may become the new

national baseline, forcing other provinces
to renegotiate their own  federal
agreements.

* Iran's maritime "tolls" could become a
permanent fixture of energy transport costs
if the U.S. and allies cannot provide a
persistent, low-cost counter to the
mosquito fleet.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture:long-term
legislation to insulate the relationship from
U.S. executive volatility and the "rhetoric
vs. reality" gap.

* Maritime Norms:Iranian transit tolls in
the Strait of Hormuz to prevent a
precedent of regional powers taxing global
commons.

* Biosurveillance:PHEIC for Ebola requires
immediate funding for Bundibuyo-specific
field tests to prevent undetected regional
spread.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Supply Chains:Strait of Hormuz
as Iranian mosquito fleet tactics are likely
to persist despite peace proposals.

* Infrastructure Investment:Alberta West
Coast pipeline offers a significant long-term
opportunity, but carries high risk until a
primary private sector proponent is
identified and indigenous consultations are
cleared.

* Cyber & Al Vigilance:Al deepfakes, which
are now being used in sophisticated scams
to manipulate market sentiment and steal
personal data.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
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trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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