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FORESIGHT TIMELINE
SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): US-Venezuela
Cooling, Andean Unrest, Ebola Measures.
MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): Brent >$100,
Production Increase, US Midterms.
LONG TERM (1-5 Years): GDP Recovery
Contingent on Structural Reforms.
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Remittances ($3.5B,
80% Informal).

Orinoco Gold Production
(12 Tons Target).

LEGISLATIVE &
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Venezuelan Structural
Reforms: Severance
Pay, Judicial,
Hydrocarbons Law.
PSUV Confirms Saab
Deportation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
POLICY: Prioritize Energy Security over
Democratic Transition. Monitor Andean Instability.

INVESTORS: Supply Chain Risk (Hormuz).
High-Risk, High-Reward in Vzla Infrastructure.

PREPARE FOR EU DIGITAL LAWS.
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GLOBAL ENERGY DESPERATION
DRIVES VENEZUELAN
REALIGNMENT AMIDST MIDDLE
EAST CONFLICT AND THE
SACRIFICE OF THE ALEX SAAB
NARRATIVE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 18, 2026, marks a watershed moment in
the geopolitical rehabilitation of Venezuela,
driven by a catastrophic energy crisis in the
Middle East. With the Strait of Hormuz
effectively closed, removing approximately 20
million barrels of daily global oil supply, Brent
crude has surged past $111 per barrel, with
physical delivery prices reportedly reaching
$166 in some markets. This supply vacuum
has forced the Trump administration into a
pragmatic, if tense, rapprochement with
Caracas. Venezuela is positioning itself to fill
this void, with analysts projecting production
could reach 1.2 million barrels per day by
year-end, potentially scaling to 4 million
barrels in the long term, provided critical
infrastructure and electrical grid repairs are
subsidized by foreign capital.

Domestically, the Venezuelan government has
executed a startling pivot by deporting Alex

Saab to the United States. In a total reversal
of its previous "diplomatic immunity" defense,
high-ranking officials now claim Saab was
never a Venezuelan citizen and utilized
fraudulent identification, a move clearly
intended to remove a primary legal and
political obstacle to full normalization with
Washington. This occurs as the administration
faces internal pressure following the death of
Carmen Navas, a symbol of judicial failure
whose son died in state custody, highlighting
the fragile state of the country's rule of law
even as its economic prospects brighten due
to global instability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Alex Saab Deportation and Narrative
Reversal: The Venezuelan government
deported Alex Saab Moran to the U.S,,
citing Article 271 of the Constitution
regarding the extradition of foreigners. The
PSUV leadership now characterizes Saab’s
Venezuelan credentials as fr len
documents from 2004, effectively
abandoning a multi-year campaign that had
previously insisted on his status as a
sovereign diplomat.

* Middle East Energy Crisis: A drone
attack on an Emirati nuclear plant and
continued US-Iran brinkmanship have
paralyzed the Strait of Hormuz. The
resulting -8-million-barrel ficit in
immediate global supply has shifted the
"peak o0il" demand horizon from 2030 to
2050, making Venezuelan heavy crude
strategically indispensable to the U.S. Gulf
Coast.
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* Ebola International Emergency: The * Chevron and other U.S. firms are

WHO has declared an International increasing their presence, though major
Emergency following a deadly Ebola capital expenditure is hindered by a lack of
outbreak in the DRC and Uganda, with a total legal certainty and political stability.
confirmed case in Goma. The situation is

complicated by local militia control and Rule of Law & Lawfare

high regional contagion speeds.
* The death of Carmen Navas, shortly after

* Technological Sovereignty and Al finding her son's grave following his death
Growth: ~ Samsung  Electronics  has in custody, has forced a promise from the
surpassed  a 1 rillion  mark new Ombudsman to reform judicial
capitalization, fueled by a boom in AI chips. mechanisms.

Concurrently, Google is integrating Gemini
Al into Workspace to automate professional
communications, while Venezuela sees local
Al  initiatives like ReglA targeting
entrepreneurs.

* The government's use of "fraudulent ID"
claims to deport Saab demonstrates tactical
flexibility in using the legal system to
achieve  diplomatic ends (Lawfare),
effectively liquidating an inconvenient

* Andean Political Volatility: Peru remains political asset.

highly polarized ahead of the June 7 runoff

between Keiko Fujimori and Roberto Economic Security & Resilience
Sanchez. In Bolivia, President Rodrigo Paz

faces a 15-day blockade and union protests * Remittances to Venezuela are estimated at

over fuel shortages and inflation, estimated illion annually, though only 20% flow

to cost the economy $500 million. through formal channels due to currency
exchange gaps of up to 30%.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS * Gold production in the Orinoco Mining Arc

is projected to reach 12 tons by the end of

Energy Security & Geopolitics 2026, a significant increase aimed at

bolstering state reserves.
* Venezuela is pursuing '"geo-energetic

reinsertion," leveraging its  massive Technology Policy
reserves to stabilize global markets.
Analysts warn that 25 to 30 billion dollars
in investment is required just to stabilize
the national power grid to support
increased oil production.

* The European Union is implementing "Age
Web" tools for age verification online, led
by Spain and France, reflecting a global
trend toward digital identity regulation to
protect minors.

* The Trump-Xi summit in Beijing suggests a

Jivision of spher £ influen with the » Tesla has faced significant safety scrutiny,
U.S. maintaining dominance in the recalling due to wheel

detachment risks, highlighting quality

Americas and China expanding its "Silk _ ] ;
control issues at its Texas Gigafactory.

Road" footprint in Africa and Asia.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Venezuela is currently
focused on structural reforms intended to
satisfy international investors while managing
internal social unrest. This includes revisions
to the Hydrocarbons Law and proposed
changes to the social security and severance

pay systems.
BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Severance Pay Reform: A proposal to
transition from the current retroactivity
model to a individual capitalization system
managed by a Sovereign Social Protection
Fund. This is intended to protect workers'
savings from inflation via a "basket of
currencies" anchor.

e Judicial Reform: Following the Victor
Quero case, the National Assembly is
debating reforms to the penal justice
system and the Law of Amnesty to ensure
greater transparency for detainees.

* Hydrocarbons Law Revisions: Recent
"elastic" reforms allow for international
arbitration and adjusted royalties to attract
oil majors back to the Orinoco belt.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* PSUV Weekly Briefing: Diosdado Cabello
confirmed the deportation of Alex Saab,

distancing the party from his previously
touted diplomatic status.

* National Peace Dialogue: Ernesto
Villegas marked 100 days of the program,

announcing an expansion toward the
Venezuelan diaspora to facilitate voluntary
returns.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Pragmatic Sacrifice

The deportation of Alex Saab represents the
ultimate triumph of economic pragmatism
over ideological loyalty. For years, Saab was
the face of Venezuela’s resistance to U.S.
sanctions; his sudden reclassification as a
foreign national with a fraudulent ID suggests
a pre-arranged deal with the Trump
administration. By '"legalizing" his removal
under the Venezuelan constitution, the Delcy
Rodriguez-led executive is clearing the path
for the massive U.S. investment needed to

reconstruct the petroleum sector.

The High Cost of Energy Desperation

Global energy dynamics have reached a
"tsunami" phase. The Strait of Hormuz closure
has turned Venezuela from a pariah into a
critical enclave. However, this opportunity is
fragile. The Venezuelan state’s incapacity to
provide Dbasic services like electricity—
requiring upwards of $30 billion in repairs—
means that the oil "boom" may remain
confined to corporate enclaves (offshore or
self-powered) while the general population
remains in a "base-level" economy with
stagnant wages.

Digital Sovereignty and Al
Homogenization

A global trend toward regulating the digital
experience is emerging. From the EU's age
verification mandates to Al's integration into
email, there is a tension between efficiency

and the homogenization of communication. In
Venezuela, the "RegIA" app signifies a push

for democratizing Al access for SMEs, yet the

reliance on global models like Google’s
Gemini suggests that local digital sovereignty
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remains tethered to Silicon

infrastructure.

Valley

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a cooling of
tensions between Caracas and Washington as
technical teams from U.S. oil majors conduct
site visits. In Peru, social unrest may escalate
as groups on the right allege fraud before the
June 7 vote. The Ebola outbreak in Goma will
likely trigger restrictive travel measures
across Central and East Africa.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Brent crude
will likely remain above $100/barrel unless a
permanent diplomatic solution is found for the
Strait of Hormuz. Venezuela may see a slight
increase in production to 1.2M bpd as
Chevron and Repsol maximize current
infrastructure. The outcome of the U.S.
midterm elections in November will determine
if the "normalization" with Venezuela survives
legislative scrutiny.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the regional
energy realignment holds, Venezuela could
see its GDP recover to pre-crisis levels
(approaching $300-$400 billion), mirroring
the "Peruvian Miracle" of the 1990s. However,
this is contingent on structural legal and
electrical grid reforms that are currently only
in the proposal phase.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The US-Venezuela relationship should be
viewed through the lens of energy security
necessity rather than democratic transition;
policy should focus on securing the 6
million barrel global shortfall.

* Regional monitoring of the Peru-Bolivia-
Ecuador corridor 1is critical as fuel
shortages and  political polarization
threaten to create a belt of instability in the
Andes.

* Global health authorities must prioritize the
Goma-Uganda border to prevent Ebola
from transitioning from an international
emergency to a regional pandemic.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: The closure of the
Strait of Hormuz makes logistics for any
industry dependent on Middle Eastern
plastics, chemicals, or fuels extremely
volatile.

* Investment Opportunity: Venezuelan oil
services and infrastructure are the most
promising "high-risk, high-reward" plays,
particularly for firms with experience in
rehabilitating aging electrical grids.

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors must

prepare for new EU age verification and

data sovereignty laws that will impact any
digital platform operating in the Eurozone.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
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yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover

connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
1 ltproj r and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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