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GLOBAL SECURITY ORDER IN CRISIS:
THE RISE OF A MULTIPOLAR AXIS & SYSTEMIC FAILURE

Escalating Regional Wars, Corruption, and Energy Shifts Define a Critical Dead End
SECTION 1: DAY-AT-A-GLANCE & MAJOR CONFLICTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: STABILITY AT A ‘DEAD END'
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SECTION 4: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS
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RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
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™~ Gulf.
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ilitary Move Against » Ukraine Leadership Transition « Emergence of ‘Multipolar Security
s. udanov). Architecture’ (China-Russia-lran).
S|  US Primary ‘AIPAC Effect’ on + BRICS Commodity Currency
Attritional War. Policy. i Challenges US Dollar.
+ Lebanese Ceasefire Collapse « Iran Formalizes Strait of Hormuz |« US Domestic Grid Structural

~ INVESTMENT: Long-term Growth in Eurasian
(1M Refugees). Toll Regime (0il Volatility). Changes for Al

Land Bridge (Iran-China Railway).
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THE GLOBAL SECURITY ORDER
FACES SYSTEMIC FAILURE AS
ESCALATING REGIONAL WARS,
CORRUPTION WITHIN CLIENT

STATES, AND SHIFTING ENERGY

DEPENDENCIES FACILITATE THE

EMERGENCE OF A MULTIPOLAR

AXIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Global geopolitical stability is currently
positioned at a critical "dead end" as the
fallout from a "40-day war" against Iran
continues to destabilize the Middle East, while
the conflict in Ukraine descends into a
narrative of systemic corruption and
attritional drone warfare. Reports from May
18, 2026, indicate a world grappling with the
failure of Western-led security architectures,
evidenced by the continuation of Israeli
strikes in Lebanon despite a nominal 45-day
ceasefire extension and the emergence of
"Gaza 2.0" conditions in southern Lebanon. In
the United States, the Trump administration
is facing internal dissent as primary voters in
Kentucky treat local races as a referendum on
foreign policy and the influence of the Israeli
lobby, even as the President issues new

warnings that the "clock is ticking" for
Tehran.

Strategic narratives are shifting toward a
recognized multipolarity, with Iranian analysts
and Western skeptics alike characterizing Iran
as the "fourth global power" alongside the US,
Russia, and China. This shift is underscored
by the failure of US defensive systems—such
as the Patriot and THAAD—to provide
adequate protection for Gulf allies, leading to
successful  drone  strikes on  critical
infrastructure like the Baraka nuclear plant in
the UAE. Simultaneously, the internal
governance of Ukraine is under scrutiny
following the high-profile arrest and
suspicious Andre  Yermak,
highlighting a potential power struggle
between the Zelensky administration and US-
favored alternatives like military intelligence
head Budanov.

release  of

The economic dimension of these conflicts is
manifesting in a "Walmart effect" of
retaliatory tariffs and high inflation in the US,
coupled with a domestic energy crisis fueled
by the massive power and water demands of
Al data centers. As Russia signals an end to
its "restraint" following repeated drone strikes
on Moscow, the deployment of advanced
weaponry such as the "Oreshnik 2.0" suggests
a looming escalation that could fundamentally
alter the European security landscape. The
day’s coverage suggests that while diplomatic
summits, such as the Trump-Xi meeting in
Beijing, offer a veneer of cooperation, the
underlying trend is one of divergence and the
hardening of regional blocs.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Escalation of Conflict and Ceasefire
Failures in the Middle East
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The 45-day ceasefire extension in
Lebanon is being widely ignored, with
reports of over 15 villages under Israeli
air and artillery fire, resulting in 19
deaths and 100 injuries in a single 24-
hour period.

Iran has signaled readiness for a long-
term war, claiming that its offensive
capabilities were largely untouched
during the recent 40-day conflict and
threatening $8 gasoline prices in the US
if attacks resume.

Critical infrastructure in the Gulf has
been breached, with a drone strike
causing a fire at the Baraka nuclear
energy plant in the UAE.

* Systemic Corruption and Leadership
Instability in Ukraine

[e]
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Former Chief of Staff Andre Yermak was
released after posting a 3.1 million dollar
bail, despite claims of having no funds,
raising allegations of a "money bag"
scheme involving elite donors.

Analytic reports suggest the US and CIA
are positioning Budanov to replace
Zelensky to continue "Project Ukraine"
amidst flagging public and international
support.

A captured Colombian mercenary
testified that foreign fighters are being
lured by false promises of non-combat
roles (such as "cooking") only to be sent
into frontline ambushes with minimal
training.

o Military

* US-China Summit and the "Thucydides
Trap"
o During a high-stakes summit in Beijing,

President Xi Jinping warned President
Trump of the Thucydides Trap, implicitly
framing the US as a fading hegemon and
China as a rising power.

Trump appeared non-committal on
Taiwan, suggesting that the island
"stole" the US superconductor industry
and questioning the necessity of a war
9,000 miles away.

o A new Chinese-built railway to Iran has

been identified as a strategic tool for
bypassing Western sanctions and
ensuring energy flow.

* Russian Defense and the Erosion of
Restraint
o Following over 1,000 drone strikes over

a weekend, including hits on residential
areas in Moscow, Russian officials are
facing internal pressure to abandon their
policy of restraint.

analysts highlight the
deployment of Oreshnik 2.0 and
Iskander-K missiles, arguing that Europe
is currently "defenseless" against a
potential conventional retaliatory strike.
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* Internal Unrest and Mosque Shooting
in the United States
o A mass shooting at an Islamic center in
San Diego resulted in three deaths,
carried out by two teenagers who
subsequently committed suicide; the
incident is being monitored for extremist
motives.

o The Kentucky primary race has evolved
into an ‘"in-party war" within the
Republican Party, with Thomas Massie
characterizing his campaign as a
referendum on Israeli influence on US
foreign policy.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Critical

Infrastructure

* The security of nuclear facilities is under
threat following the drone MUNITIONS
strike at the Baraka plant, highlighting
vulnerabilities in regional air defenses.

* In the US, residents near Al data centers
are reporting electricity bill increases of up
to 267%, as data processing demands 190
gigawatts of power and 49 million gallons
of water daily.

Corruption and Rule of Law

* The Yermak case in Ukraine exemplifies
"legal warfare," with VIP cells in jails
allowing elites to avoid standard detention
conditions while under investigation for
laundering hundreds of millions.

» Allegations have surfaced that over $200
million in aid money was diverted to fund
US political campaigns in 2023, overseen
by Ukrainian officials.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

e Iran is actively pursuing a "multi-vector"
foreign policy, seeking security cooperation
with Saudi Arabia and Qatar to bypass the
US-Israeli security "tripod."

* BRICS nations are reportedly discussing a
unified currency to decouple from the US
dollar and insulate African and Asian
economies from Western sanctions.

Regional Influence and Power Projection

e Israeli Cabinet members are openly calling
for the full annexation of the West Bank,
seeking to erase the distinctions between
Areas A, B, and C established by the Oslo
Accords.

* Iran has proposed a traffic mechanism for
the Strait of Hormuz that would require
ships to pay "service fees" to the Islamic
Republic, effectively turning the waterway
into a toll zone for hostile nations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity focused on the
solidification of regional control through law
and the investigation of foreign aid misuse. In
Iran, the National Security Commission is
finalizing a law to regulate traffic and fees in
the Strait of Hormuz. In the US, the primary
focus remained on "lawfare" surrounding
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high-profile corruption and primary election
disputes.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Strait of Hormuz Traffic Law:
Proposed Iranian legislation to manage
navigation and fees for vessels entering
the waterway, specifically targeting
hostile military assets.

c West Bank Annexation Plan: A
detailed policy proposal by Israeli
Minister Smotrich to assume total
control over Palestinian territories and
dismantle the Oslo framework.

o Italian Law on Three-Parent
Recognition: A new legislative move in
Italy to recognize three parents per
child, criticized by conservatives as a
distraction from declining fertility rates.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

° Yermak Bail Hearing: A closed-door
proceeding where prosecutors alleged
Yermak’s obsession with fortune tellers
influenced ministerial appointments.

o Trump-Xi Press Readout: A
presentation of the summit where the US
side emphasized trade deals (Boeing,
agriculture) while the Chinese side
focused on regional sovereignty.

]

Iranian Foreign Ministry Briefing:
Spokesmen blamed the US and "Zionist

regime" for "wounding" regional
relations and called for a domestic
security architecture excluding
outsiders.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of Western Alliances

A recurring theme is the growing gap
between the US executive branch and its
regional partners. Trump’s "America First"
posture is leading to friction with allies who
view US '"pragmatism" as a precursor to
abandonment. This is evident in the UAE’s
decision to pursue its own neutrality strategy
and Saudi Arabia’s refusal to allow its bases
to be used for attacks on Iran. Domestically,
the Republican primary in Kentucky suggests
that a segment of the American electorate is
increasingly skeptical of '"unconditional
support" for Israel, viewing it as a drain on
national resources and a catalyst for endless
war.

The Rise of the "Techno-War" and Energy
Depletion

Warfare is increasingly defined by low-cost
drone technology that can
expensive defensive arrays. This is mirrored
in the civilian sector by the massive energy
footprint of artificial intelligence. The day’s
reports synthesize a narrative where the same
technology used to "saturate" airspaces is
simultaneously "cannibalizing" domestic
utility grids, leading to social unrest as
working-class families are priced out of basic
heating and water due to data center
expansion.

overwhelm

Historical Memory as a Political Weapon

The "Moscow Mules" and "RT Documentary"
segments highlight a trend of revisionism. The
refusal of European leaders to credit the
Soviet Union for the liberation of Europe from
Nazism is framed by Moscow as "insanity" and
a precursor to the current "fascist" leanings of
the West. This battle over memory is being
used to justify military restraint or aggression,
depending on the audience, as seen in the
commemoration of Cyclone Gerves in
Mauritius to highlight Soviet altruism.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
significant "military move" by Russia against
European logistics centers or drone
manufacturing facilities within Ukraine.
Analysts predict the end of winter will trigger
a shift from restraint to an attritional
"darkening of the skies." In the Middle East,
the Lebanese ceasefire will likely collapse
entirely, leading to a mass displacement of up
to 1 million refugees from the southern
regions toward Beirut.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Ukraine will
likely face a leadership transition as the
Budanov-CIA nexus maneuvers to sideline the
corrupted Yermak-Zelensky faction. In the US,
the "AIPAC effect" in primary elections will
determine whether the Trump administration
pivots toward a "Greater Israel" policy or
retreats into a more isolated America First
stance. Global oil markets will face volatility
as Iran begins formalizing its Strait of Hormuz
toll regime.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The emergence of a
"Multipolar Security Architecture" will see the
Gulf monarchies shift their security reliance
from the US to a joint Chinese-Russian-Iranian
framework. The US dollar’'s role as the
primary global reserve will be challenged by a
fundamentally altering global trade dynamics.
Structural changes to the US domestic grid
will be required as Al energy consumption
forces a choice between technological
supremacy and domestic social stability.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security planners must account for the
obsolescence of current air defense
systems against hypersonic and saturation-
drone tactics.

e Diplomatic efforts should prioritize the
establishment of maritime  transit
agreements in the Gulf to avoid a total
energy blockade.

* The normalization of "lawfare" and elite
corruption in client states requires a re-
evaluation of aid mechanisms and
oversight.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy/Utility Risk: Data center
operations face regulatory backlash as

domestic energy costs trigger civil unrest.

* Supply Chain Diversification: The
Walmart effect of high tariffs and regional
wars necessitates shifting manufacturing
away from conflict-prone corridors.

* Investment Opportunity: Iranian-Chinese

railway infrastructure projects suggest

long-term growth in the Eurasian land
bridge, despite ongoing Western sanctions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.
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No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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