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NIGERIA FACES A CONVERGENCE
OF SYSTEMIC INSECURITY AND
ELECTORAL FRAGMENTATION AS
THE GLOBAL ORDER SHIFTS
TOWARD A SINO-RUSSIAN
MULTIPOLAR ALIGNMENT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting period of May 20-21, 2026,
reveals a Nigerian state under profound
internal stress, struggling to maintain
institutional order against a backdrop of
escalating regional insecurity and premature
political maneuvering for the 2027 general
elections. The domestic narrative is
dominated by the failure of the "Option A4"
primary system, which has led to widespread
allegations of fraud, imposition of
candidates, and the physical displacement of
legal professionals by multi-agency security
forces at the Federal High Court. This
institutional decay is punctuated by a mass
kidnapping in Oyo State involving
approximately 30 students and teachers,
highlighting a persistent gap in the state's
kinetic response capabilities despite claims of
"turning the corner" against insurgency.

Simultaneously, the global landscape is being
redefined by the high-stakes summit in Beijing
between presidents Xi Jinping and Vladimir
Putin. The unveiling of a "multipolar world
order" and the signing of over 20 strategic
agreements signal a deepening of the Sino-
Russian axis, explicitly challenging U.S.
hegemony in global trade and missile defense.
This external shift is felt domestically through
volatile oil prices—impacted by U.S. President
Donald Trump's diplomatic posturing toward
Iran—and a regional health emergency as
the World Health Organization (WHO)
designates the Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) a Public
Health Emergency of International Concern
(PHEIC).

Economically, Nigeria occupies a paradoxical
space. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
has maintained a hawkish stance, holding
interest rates at 26.5% to combat 15.68%
inflation, even as S&P Global upgraded
Nigeria’s sovereign credit rating to B-
(though still in "junk" status). The government
is leveraging this modest vote of confidence
from international rating agencies to anchor
investor sentiment, while the domestic private
sector anticipates a potential "game-changer"
with the impending public listing of the
Dangote refinery. However, these
macroeconomic maneuvers are constrained by
the "excess crude account" depletion and a 35
trillion naira deficit that lacks a transparent
financing plan.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Electoral Fragmentation and the Rise of
the NDC

The 2027 election cycle has begun
prematurely, characterized by the potential
emergence of a new coalition or party, the
National T . . (NDC),
intended to consolidate opposition against
the ruling APC.

Former President Goodluck Jonathan has
reportedly been granted a waiver by a
faction of the PDP to run in 2027, though
his eligibility remains subject to a court
determination scheduled for May 26.

Widespread failure of the "Option A4"
primary system has led to claims of
fraudulent counting, where numbers were
allegedly jumped from 50 to 150 on
camera, undermining internal party
democracy.

Systemic Insecurity and Mass Abductions

A coordinated attack by approximately 12
gunmen on motorcycles in Oyo State
resulted in the abduction of 30-39
individuals, including 7 students, 18 pupils,
and 7 teachers from two schools.

The Nigerian military and police face
criticism for a delayed response, while
analysts point to the underfunding of the
army (receiving only 7% of its arms
procurement budget) as a critical failure
point.

Security forces at the Federal High Court in
Abuja physically assaulted lawyers and
litigants, turning a public space for justice
into a "battleground" during high-profile
trials.

The Sino-Russian "Multipolar" Strategic
Axis

* Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin signed 20+

agreements in Beijing, emphasizing trade,

technology, and a rejection of U.S. global
interference.

* Russia launched major nuclear military

drills involving Iskander-M missile systems
and joint exercises with Belarus to

demonstrate combat readiness.

Global Health Crisis: Ebola PHEIC

e The WHO has declared the Ebola outbreak

in the DRC a public health emergency of

international concern, following 131 deaths
and hundreds of suspected cases linked to
the Bunia strain.

* Neighboring Rwanda has closed its borders

to prevent cross-border transmission, while
Nigeria has activated airport screening
protocols.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e The use

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Reports indicate the Nigerian army is

struggling with resource exertion, with
critical equipment and ammunition
procurement stalled due to budget
allocation failures.

of drones for
surveillance and strikes is being advocated
by local security experts as a necessary
evolution to combat "retail" kidnapping.

village-level
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Cybersecurity & Threat Actors

e German authorities reported 33,500
registered cyberattacks, many attributed to

the "Russian sphere of influence," targeting
critical infrastructure and companies
supporting Ukraine.

* Al is being weaponized by threat actors to
automate phishing emails and identify
technical vulnerabilities in corporate
systems.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* A governance crisis in Rivers State
continues, where Governor Siminalayi
Fubara is portrayed as being under siege
by factions loyal to FCT Minister Nyesom
Wike, resulting in a lack of local
government support for the sitting
governor.

* The controversial practice of outgoing
governors running for the Senate while still
in office is criticized as an unconstitutional
"abuse of power."

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Lagos State has introduced an Al-driven
mergency r nder managemen m
to filter distress calls and improve inter-
agency coordination during disasters.

e There is a (growing debate on

cryptocurrency regulation (Project Green)
to formalize the virtual asset industry and

generate state revenue through taxation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the Electoral

Process

The shift from indirect to direct primaries
(Option A4) has not purified the democratic
process but has instead devolved into
physical intimidation and "miracle

counting." Transcripts suggest that political
"migrants" from the PDP have brought old
factional habits into the APC, leading to a high
number of incumbent 1 (up to 70
senators) and potential mass defections. The
system is being exploited by powerful
governors who reportedly "write the results"
in private residences, effectively
disenfranchising the "non-partisan voting
public" which constitutes 60% of the
electorate.

The Failure of Kinetic Deterrence

Nigeria’s security strategy is suffering from a
disconnect between federal rhetoric and
tactical reality. While the president claims to
have "turned the corner," mass abductions
continue in states like Oyo and Taraba. The
revelation that the army received only 7% of
its ammunition budget while soldiers are told
to "collect back" fired bullets at ranges
indicates a hollowed-out force. This is
compounded by a local governance vacuum
where council chairmen do not live in their
districts, allowing criminal elements to
replace the state's presence.

Multipolarity as an Economic Escape
Hatch

The Beijing summit is not merely diplomatic
but an economic realignment. Nigeria and
other African nations are increasingly viewing
the Sino-Russian axis as a provider of "value
addition" for commodities (e.g., East African
refineries) and a hedge against USD
devaluation through gold reserves. This trend
towards "African markets taking the initiative"
is driven by a perception that the Western-led
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order is unstable and

exclusionary.

increasingly

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Institutional Decay

* The APC is facing a "healing process" after
primaries left "ill feelings and bad blood,"
with reconciliation committees required to
prevent a total party collapse.

* The Rivers State crisis is a microcosm of
broader instability; the governor lacks a
cabinet, counselors, or a house of assembly,

creating a state of total political dominance
by a rival faction led by Wike.

* The Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) is
criticized for its silence regarding the

assault on lawyers, suggesting a weakening
of civil society's ability to hold the state
accountable.

Public Sentiment and Labor Unrest

* The Nigeria Union of Teachers (NUT)

has expressed "fear, panic, and emotional
trauma" following the beheading of a

mathematics teacher, Michael Oyedokun, in
Oyo State.

* Public distrust in the monetary policy is
high; while the CBN claims 15.68%
inflation, citizens report the price of rice

has surged to 65,000 naira, far outpacing
official metrics.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Diplomatic Realignment

Nigeria is attempting to project strategic
maneuverability by maintaining ties with the

West (e.g., Airbus MOU, S&P upgrade) while
simultaneously observing the Sino-Russian
expansion. The portrayal of the international
system is one of a "fracturing multipolar
arena" where African states must "take the
initiative" to avoid being collateral damage in
the "war of choice" between global powers.

Economic Statecraft

* The U.K. government is facing internal
backlash for issuing temporary licenses for
Russian o0il imports, highlighting the
fragility of Western sanction regimes.

* U.S. President Donald Trump is using
negotiation as a stalling tactic in the
Middle East, causing immediate
fluctuations in global oil prices that impact
the Nigerian budget.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Nigeria's economic environment is
characterized by hawkish fiscal
disciplinesaved trillions of naira. However,
the reliance on "hot money" from Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) creates a risk of
sudden capital flight if global yields continue

to rise.

Key Economic Vectors

* Monetary Policy: MPR retained at 26.5%;
CRR for commercial banks at 45% and
merchant banks at 16%.

e Inflation: Official headline inflation at
15.68%; food inflation remains the primary
driver of household strain.

* Commodities: Brent and WTI crude prices

holding above $100/barrel but dropping
slightly due to Iranian negotiation rumors.
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* Market Sentiment: Nigerian All-Share
Index up 4% in May; Seplat and Dangote
Sugar among "bellwether" names seeing
sell-offs.

* Currency: Official rate at 1,371 NGN/USD;
parallel market near 1,395 NGN/USD.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape is shifting rapidly as
incumbents lose their footing in the primary
season and old rivals re-emerge to contest the
2027 presidency.

* Goodluck Jonathan: Granted a waiver to

run for president under the PDP;
represents a major political boost and a
potential spoiler for APC's southern
strategy.

Siminalayi Fubara: The Governor of
Rivers State is increasingly isolated; his
withdrawal from APC primaries suggests a
tactical retreat or a total loss of party
mandate.

* Salim Macman: Former Minister of Power
arrested by the EFCC in Kaduna after
being sentenced to 75 years in jail in
absentia; signals an aggressive anti-
corruption push.

* Keir Starmer: UK Prime Minister facing
fier klash and "mixed signals"
accusations over Russian oil sanctions.

* Mohammed Hayatudin: Emerging as a
key figure in the ADC/NDC discourse,
emphasizing "renew

hopel ;

"renew

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

ChannelsTV’s editorial hierarchy is heavily
weighted toward domestic political

maneuvering, specifically  the chaos
surrounding party primaries and the potential
return of Goodluck Jonathan. The network
adopts an adversarial tone toward the lack
of internal party democracy and the failure of
security agencies to protect citizens in Oyo
State. High airtime is given to the Beijing
summit, framing it as a major structural shift
in the global order. Buried stories include
the specific technical details of the 35 trillion
naira deficit financing and the potential
environmental impact of the Meth -cartel
activities in Ogun State. A conspicuous
omission is any detailed interview with
government spokespeople regarding the 7%
budget execution for the army, leaving the
military's claims of resource starvation
unchallenged.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The media framing of global actors reflects a
transition away from Western stability toward
an assertive Eastern bloc.

COUNTRIES

* China: Portrayed as a strategic and
formidable global alternative. Framing
emphasizes its role in "decision-making and
global alliances" and as a partner in
"multipolar" stability. "Xi called for a more
just global of
(20260520-8).

* Russia: Framed as militarily aggressive
but diplomatically aligned with China.
The nuclear drills are portrayed as a
"powerful show of force" (20260520-8).

governance system"

* Germany: Portrayed as a vulnerable
economic target for cybercriminals due to
its "political motivation" and support for
Ukraine. "Germany is very significant
target... for its support of Ukraine"
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e USA: Framed as unstable and
interventionist. Both Xi and Putin
criticized the U.S. for "military actions and
missile defense plans" (20260520-8).

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a disruptor
of global energy markets whose '"racial
card" tactics in the U.S. are compared to
ethnic politicking in Nigeria. "Trump was
always playing the racial card"

(20260520-29).

* Keir Starmer: Portrayed as inept and
inconsistent under pressure. Opposition
leaders accused him of being "ashamed"

and "feeble" (20260520-8).

Goodluck Jonathan: Framed as a
resurgent and polarizing figure. Some
see an "innocent Jonathan" being "washed
off' by time, while others fear his return
empowers those who "destroyed our past"

(20260520-56).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: Pro-Jonathan factions
are actively seeding the narrative of his
"inevitable" return as a stabilizer, despite

ongoing legal hurdles (20260520-56).

* Disinformation in Primaries: Candidates
are using "miracle counting" and social
media videos to claim victories in areas
where no voting materials were delivered,
a clear case of manufactured consensus
(20260520-69).

* Deepfakes: Cybersecurity experts warn
that AI-cloned voices and deepfake videos
(such as a fake meeting from two years
ago) are already being deployed to
manipulate political outcomes

(20260520-91).

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Party Realignment: The failure of APC
and PDP primaries will likely result in the
birth of a third major force (the NDC) by
late 2026, composed of "disgruntled"
incumbents and those marginalized by
"Option A4" fraud.

* Economic Contraction: The MPC's
refusal to cut rates, combined with a 35
trillion naira deficit, will likely lead to a
liquidity crunch for SMEs in Q3 2026,

despite the S&P upgrade.

Escalating "Retail" Insecurity: As mass
abductions become a "day-to-day norm,"
vigilante groups like the OPC will gain
more public legitimacy than federal forces,
potentially leading to decentralized and

unregulated militarization (20260520-95).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The May 26 court
ruling on Jonathan’s eligibility will be a
volatility trigger for the PDP; expect mass
protests or legal warfare at the Federal High
Court. The Oyo kidnapping rescue mission will
test the "massive collaboration" claims of the

police PRO (20260520-7).

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The T+1
settlement cycle transition on June 1st will
test the resilience of Nigeria's capital
market infrastructure (20260520-30). The
Ebola outbreak in DRC may necessitate
regional travel bans if cross-border cases are
confirmed in Uganda or Rwanda

(20260520-48).

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Sino-Russian
"multipolar order" will likely lead to the
displacement of the USD in regional African
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trade, with Nigeria potentially adopting gold-
backed settlement or direct RMB-Naira swaps
to fund infrastructure projects like the East

African refinery expansion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk environment is dominated by
institutional fragility and the potential for
rapid contagion from regional health and
security crises.

* Electoral Sabotage/Civil Unrest:
Triggers: Confirmation of "miracle
counting" in higher-level primaries or a
court ruling barring GE]J. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Significant urban unrest and party
dissolution. Mitigations: Independent NWC
audit of primary results and adherence to
the 2022 Electoral Act.

* Regional Health Contagion (Ebola):
Triggers: Failure of airport screening at
Lagos/Abuja or cross-border spread from
Rwanda. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Severe economic shutdown and healthcare
collapse. Mitigations: Immediate funding
for NCDC "viral hemorrhagic fever plans"
and PPE for frontline workers

(20260520-97).

* Macroeconomic Liquidity Trap:
Triggers: MPC interest rate hold combined
with a failure to finance the 35tn deficit.
Likelihood: n Moderate. Impact: SME
bankruptcies and youth unemployment
spike. Mitigations: Tighter fiscal discipline
and "realistic" budget reviews

(20260520-84).

* Institutional Collapse of Law & Order:

Triggers: Continued security agency
assault on lawyers and litigants at courts.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Total loss of
judicial mandate and rise of "jungle
justice." Mitigations: Immediate NBA
intervention and disciplinary action against
DSS/Police court units (20260520-4).

Cyber-Warfare Collateral Damage:
Triggers: Escalation of Russia-Ukraine
conflict leading to targeted strikes on
"frontier = market" financial switches.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Banking
system paralysis. Mitigations: Adoption of
Al-driven defensive technologies as warned
by German authorities (20260520-10).

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not explain the funding

source for the proposed "NDC" coalition;
without financial backing, it remains a
"pipe dream."

The true casualty count in the Oyo/Taraba
kidnappings is unverified, with conflicting
numbers (30 vs 39) appearing across
different segments.

There is no mention of civilian casualties
in the Russian nuclear drills, minimizing
the human cost of the multipolar "show of
force."

The "7% budget execution" for the army is
a massive red flag that is mentioned but
not investigated to find where the
remaining 93% was diverted.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The S&P Upgrade as a Laggard
Indicator: While the government touts the
B- rating, a contrarian view suggests it is a
distraction from the 35 trillion naira
deficit. The upgrade might be based on
"hope" regarding Dangote’s refinery rather
than structural fiscal stability.

The Jonathan Waiver as a Trojan Horse:
The PDP waiver for Goodluck Jonathan may
not be a genuine attempt to return him to
power, but a calculated move to divide
the APC’s southern base, ensuring no
single candidate reaches the 25% threshold
in the first ballot.

e Black Swan: The "Al-Qaeda in the
Forest” Realignment: If the Oyo and
Taraba kidnappers (portrayed as "bandits")
formalize an alliance with Boko Haram or
ISWAP, the conflict moves from ‘"retail
kidnapping" to wholesale territorial
occupation, potentially paralyzing the
2027 elections.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Immediately release funds for the 2026
National Flood Preparedness Campaign
to prevent displacement in Cross River and

Edo states (20260520-90).

* Mandate an independent forensic audit of
all Option A4 voting results to restore
trust in the electoral process ahead of the
June governorship primaries.

* Strengthen inter-agency cyber defense
following the German warning on Russian-
affiliated AI threat actors (20260520-9).

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Prepare for continued high borrowing
costs as the NPC maintains the 26.5%
benchmark rate to combat external energy
shocks (20260520-24).

* Hedge against logistics disruptions in
Southwest Nigeria following the emergence
of the Meth cartel and school kidnappings
in Ogun and Oyo (20260520-50).

* Evaluate opportunities in aviation
infrastructure following the Airbus-

Nigeria MOU, focusing on "knowledge
transfer" and "ecosystem  building"

(20260520-34).

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislation and regulatory debate focused on
electoral integrity, constitutional limits on
executive power, and the formalization of the
digital economy. Public hearings were marked
by intense skepticism regarding the
"parochial interests" of the ruling elite.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Electoral Act Amendment (Section
138): Debate regarding the removal of
"qualification” as a ground for
challenging elections; critics call it an
"imposition trap" (20260520-53).

o Lagos State Domestic and Sexual
Violence Agency Law: Criminalizes
concealment of sexual offenses with a 3-

year prison term for parents
(20260520-51).
o Project Green (Virtual Asset

Regulation): Proposed framework to
license and tax the virtual asset industry

to increase state revenue (20260520-85).
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: * Airbus-Nigeria MOU: Agreement signed

o MPC Meeting Outcome: Governor in France to support a Nigerian aviation
Alaya Mikadoza announced the decision ecosystem (20260520-34).

to hold interest rates at 26.5% due to - Germany Cyber Report: 33,500

"global uncertainty" (20260520-24). cyberattacks registered, mostly linked to
o Federal Character Commission Russia (20260520-9).

Briefing: Mrs. Hulayat Umidiron
warned against illegal fees in public

* S&P Rating Upgrade: Nigeria's sovereign

rating moved to B- (Junk status)
service recruitment (20260520-71). (20260520-32).

o Gowon Autobiography Launch:
Presentation of "My Life of Duty and

* UK Sanctions Row: PM Keir Starmer
accused of weakening sanctions by

Allegiance," featuring calls for unity licensing Russian oil (20260520-8).

from VP Shettima and GE]

(20260520-79). * Trump-Iran Posturing: U.S. President
Trump pauses attack on Iran for
negotiations, impacting oil prices

KEY STORIES (20260520-29).

* Deep Blue Project Graduation: 177
personnel graduate to secure Nigerian

maritime waters (20260520-51).

Arsenal Premier League Win: Massive
celebrations in London and Nigeria after
Arsenal wins the title after 22 years
(20260520-73).

* San Diego Mosque Vigil: Community
honors security guard Amin Abdullah killed
in a hate crime attack (20260520-11).

* Beijing Summit: Presidents Xi and Putin
sign 20+ agreements for a "multipolar

order" (20260520-8).

* Oyo School Kidnapping: 30 students and
teachers abducted from two schools in Oyo
State by motorcycle-mounted gunmen

(20260520-7).

* Goodluck Jonathan's 2027 Run: Faction
of PDP grants waiver to former president

Jonathan (20260520-25).

L * South Africa Anti-Immigration
* MPC Rate Hold: Nigerian central bank ) 9
e Protests: Police use rubber bullets to
maintains interest rate at 26.5% to anchor . .
disperse protesters in Durban

inflation (20260520-24).

* Ebola PHEIC Declaration: WHO declares
DRC outbreak a global health emergency
20260520-12).

* Federal High Court Assault: Lawyers
and litigants physically harassed by
security agents in Abuja (20260520-3).

* Ogun Meth Cartel: NDLEA smashes a
Nigerian-Mexican cartel in a desolate farm

(20260520-50).

(20260520-11).

* China Flooding: 22 dead and dozens
missing following torrential rains in seven

provinces (20260520-10).

Israel-Lebanon Border Clashes: Israeli
strikes kill 21 in southern Lebanon;
Hezbollah retaliates (20260520-10).

T+1 Settlement Cycle: SEC announces
transition to faster stock market settlement

beginning June 1 (20260520-30).
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* EIRS Revenue Growth: Edo State reports
40% increase in internally generated

revenue (20260520-90).

* Nigeria Flood Campaign: NEMA
intensifies flood preparedness in high-risk
states (20260520-90).

* Athemic Treatment for Malaria: Luther
Malaria treatment marketed by Pharmatex
Nigeria (20260520-12).

* Osun/Ekiti Bandit Attacks: Nigeria
Union of Teachers reports violent attacks
on schools in  Southwest Nigeria

(20260520-101).

* Seplot Energy AGM: Seplot declares 8.3
cent dividend and plans expansion beyond
Africa (20260520-102).

* Cross River Primary Defeat: Senator
Jarighe Agom emerges as preferred
candidate after defeating incumbent
(20260520-89).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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