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RUSSIA’S DEEPENING STRATEGIC

DEPENDENCE ON CHINA AMID

DOMESTIC ELITE HARDENING AND

HIGH-INTENSITY HYBRID WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The strategic landscape of  May 20, 2026, is

defined  by  Russia's  accelerating  transition

into  a  junior  partner  within  a  "sovereign-

vassal" relationship with China, as evidenced

by  Vladimir  Putin’s  high-profile  visit  to

Beijing.  While  official  rhetoric  emphasizes  a

"no-limits" partnership and a shared vision of

a  multipolar  world,  the  underlying reality  is

one of extreme economic vulnerability. Russia

is struggling to secure favorable terms for the

Power of Siberia 2 pipeline, while its domestic

markets  for  automobiles  and  machine  tools

have  been  almost  entirely  captured  by

Chinese manufacturers. This external pivot is

a  direct  consequence of  the ongoing war in

Ukraine,  now  in  its  fifth  year,  which  has

forced the  Kremlin  to  abandon Western ties

and  accept  unfavorable  trade  conditions  to

sustain its war machine.

Internally,  the Russian state is hardening its

authoritarian  grip  through  a  combination  of

information warfare and the consolidation of

power  among  "grey  cardinals"  like  Igor

Sechin and Viktor Zolotov. The use of internet

blackouts in  Moscow  to  prevent  drone

coordination  and  the  systematic  seizure  of

private assets—framed as "correcting" 1990s-

era privatization—signal a regime prioritizing

security  and  resource  extraction  over

institutional  stability.  Simultaneously,  Russia

is  intensifying  its  hybrid  warfare  efforts,

seeding  disinformation  about  biological

threats and  utilizing  AI-driven  drones  to

bypass  electronic  warfare  defenses  in

Ukraine, even as its influence in Central Asia

face's unprecedented pushback from regional

leaders over "colonial" historical narratives.

Convergence  is  seen  in  the  intersection  of

advanced technology and state survival. From

the deployment  of  autonomous AI  drones to

the state-sponsored tutorials on VPN usage to

bypass  "clumsy"  federal  blocks,  the  day’s

events  show  a  civilization  in  a  state  of

constant  technological  and  narrative

improvisation.  While  the  Kremlin  seeks  to

project  a  "Spirit  of  Beijing"  to  replace  the

defunct "Spirit of Anchorage," its reliance on

Chinese technology and the ongoing erosion

of its own manufacturing base create a long-

term  strategic  trap  that  Chinese  leadership

appears willing to exploit for decades to come.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Putin’s  Strategic  Supplication  in

Beijing: Vladimir Putin, accompanied by a

massive  delegation  of  ministers  and

corporate  heads,  met  with  Xi  Jinping  to

discuss energy deals and military-technical

cooperation.  Analysts  characterize  the

current  state  of  relations  as  sovereign-

vassal,  with  China  waiting  for  Russia's

economic position to deteriorate further to

"finish  them  off"  on  gas  pricing  for  the

Power of Siberia 2 project.
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Deployment  of  Autonomous  AI  Strike

Drones: Russian forces have begun using a

new  class  of  ударных  беспилотников

(strike  drones)  designated  as  V2U,  which

utilize artificial intelligence to identify and

attack  targets  without  a  link  to  a  remote

operator,  rendering  traditional  electronic

warfare  (EW)  countermeasures  less

effective.

Systematic  Asset  Nationalization: The

Russian Prosecutor General has intensified

the seizure of major private assets, such as

those  of  Rusagro  founder  Malkovich,

signaling  a  shift  where  the  state  views

private  ownership  as  a  temporary  grant

that  can be revoked to  fund the military-

industrial complex.

Central  Asian  Diplomatic  Decoupling:

Kyrgyzstan  is  openly  resisting  Russian

attempts  to  censor  "colonialism"  from  its

history textbooks, while Ukraine is actively

pursuing a new "Ukraine plus Central Asia"

5+1  regional  format  to  bypass  Russian

mediation.

Hardening  of  Moscow’s  Security

Infrastructure: Recent drone attacks have

led to sustained mobile internet shutdowns

in  central  Moscow lasting  up to  19 days,

costing  an  estimated  1  billion  rubles  per

day  and highlighting the  friction  between

security  services  (FSB)  and  the  tech-

dependent business elite.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The war

remains a primary driver of state policy, with

Russia launching 171 drones in a single night

across Ukraine. The conflict has evolved into a

war  of  attrition  where  Russia  is  conducting

joint  nuclear  drills  with  Belarus to  signal

escalation dominance to NATO.

Information  Warfare  &  Disinformation:

State  media  is  aggressively  seeding  a

Hantavirus  narrative,  falsely  claiming  that

Ukrainian  border  guards  are  dying  of  the

virus to prepare the public for future blame

should  an  outbreak  occur  in  Russia.  This  is

coupled with tutorials for citizens on how to

use  Amnesia  VPN to  navigate  the

"technological  battle"  of  the  domestic

internet.

Macroeconomics  &  Trade: Russia’s

dependence  on  China  has  reached  critical

levels, with Chinese cars now making up 60%

of  sales and  57%  of  all  technological

equipment  being  Chinese-sourced.  Domestic

Russian manufacturers are "howling" as they

are unable to compete with Chinese dumping.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The

profiles  of  Igor  Sechin and  Viktor  Zolotov

reveal  a  governance  structure  built  on

personal  loyalty  rather  than  institutional

efficiency. Sechin’s Rosneft funds projects for

Putin’s  family,  while  Zolotov’s  Rosgvardiya

acts  as  a  "praetorian  guard"  protecting  the

regime from internal dissent.

Critical Infrastructure Security: Ukrainian

strikes  on  Russian  energy  targets,  including

the  Kstovo  refinery and  Stavropol  chemical

plants, are forcing Russian companies to shift

the financial burden of defense onto their own

balance  sheets,  diverting  funds  from

investment to survival.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Cannibalization  of  Russian  Private

Capital A major emerging theme is the state’s

aggressive re-appropriation of wealth. Under

the  guise  of  national  security  and  the

correction  of  "illegal"  1990s  privatizations,
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the  FSB  and  Prosecutor  General  are

effectively liquidating the oligarch class that

is  not  part  of  Putin's  immediate  circle.  This

serves a dual purpose: it provides immediate

liquid capital  to a budget strained by a 200

billion ruble shortfall in non-oil revenues due

to  global  shifts,  and  it  ensures  that  no

independent  power  base  can  emerge  to

challenge the war's continuation.

Technological  Sovereignty  vs.  Chinese

Encroachment Despite the Kremlin’s talk of

"import substitution," the transcripts reveal a

total  surrender  of  the  technology  sector  to

China. Russian metallurgy and machine tools

are  collapsing under  the  weight  of  cheaper

Chinese imports. The strategic irony is that to

fight a war for "independence" from the West,

Russia  has  compromised  its  long-term

independence  by  handing  over  its  entire

supply chain to Beijing, which is now "waiting

for Russia’s position to worsen" to maximize

its leverage.

The Evolution of Autonomous Warfare The

introduction  of  AI-enabled  drones  that

"independently  search  for  pre-programmed

targets"  marks  a  paradigm  shift in  the

conflict.  This  development  suggests  that  the

electronic  warfare  arms  race  is  reaching  a

tipping  point  where  human-in-the-loop

systems  are  being  phased  out  in  favor  of

automated slaughter,  increasing the lethality

of  strikes  on  civilian  infrastructure  such  as

Odessa's residential sectors.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Domestic  stability  in  Russia  is  increasingly

maintained  through  fear  and  the

weaponization of the legal system. The profile

of Viktor Zolotov highlights how the 400,000-

strong Rosgvardiya has been transformed into

a tool for suppressing any potential "popular

wrath."  The wanted status of  LGBT activists

and the ongoing persecution of journalists like

Roman  Anin  for  investigating  Sechin

demonstrate  that  the  state  has  abandoned

even the veneer of pluralism. However, cracks

are  appearing  in  the  facade:  the  internet

blackouts in  Moscow  have  alienated  the

techno-bureaucracy,  while  rumors  of  state

seizure  of  bank  deposits  over  2.8  million

rubles—though  labeled  as  "fake"—reflect  a

deep-seated  public  anxiety regarding  the

safety of private savings in a war economy.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia’s global posture is one of retreat into a

restricted sphere of influence. Outside of the

Beijing  axis,  Russia  is  facing  a  crisis  of

authority in  its  own  backyard.  The  dispute

with Kyrgyzstan over history textbooks shows

that even close allies are no longer willing to

accept the Kremlin’s  "civilizing" narrative at

face value. Meanwhile, in the South Caucasus,

the  loss  of  Artsakh to  Azerbaijan  has  left

Armenia  feeling  betrayed  by  its  "northern

ally,"  leading to calls  for  the removal  of  the

Russian  base  in  Gyumri.  Globally,  Russia  is

framed  as  a  disruptor,  using  Belarus  as  a

nuclear  launchpad to  threaten  the  Suwalki

Gap  and  keep  NATO  distracted,  a  strategy

that paradoxically benefits China by drawing

Western resources away from the Indo-Pacific

theater.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Russian  economic  environment  is

characterized  by  a  "fiscal  gift"  from  high

energy  prices  that  is  being  offset  by  a

collapsing  non-oil-and-gas  sector.  While  the

ruble  remains  stable  due  to  central  bank
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interventions, it is serving to cheapen Chinese

imports,  further  hollowing  out  domestic

industry. The budget for 2026 is described as

"unrealistic,"  particularly  in  its  revenue

targets from VAT and corporate profits due to

optimization schemes and business closures.

Key Economic Vectors:

Industrial Erosion: Russian machine tool

factories are on the brink of closure due to

Chinese dumping; 90% of tech imports now

flow through China.

Energy Pivot Stalled: Negotiations for the

Power  of  Siberia  2  are  unresolved as

Beijing demands prices significantly below

market rates.

Agricultural Hardship: Wheat exports to

China dropped 19 times in early 2025 due

to  Chinese  quota  policies,  though  some

recovery is noted in 2026.

Digital  Infrastructure  Costs: Internet

shutdowns  in  Moscow  are  costing  the

service  economy  roughly  1  billion  rubles

per day.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  current  leadership  structure  is

characterized by the absolute consolidation of

power around a small circle of "untouchables"

who have  successfully  leveraged  the  war  to

destroy rivals.

Igor Sechin: Remains  the  most  powerful

"grey  cardinal,"  having  successfully  jailed

rivals  like  Alexey  Ulyukaev and

consolidated  Rosneft’s  position  as  the

state’s  primary  financier.  His  status  is

protected by his role in funding projects for

Putin’s daughter, Maria Vorontsova.

Viktor  Zolotov: Has  transitioned  from

Putin’s personal bodyguard to the protector

of  the  entire  political  order.  Despite  the

failure of  the initial  blitzkrieg in Ukraine,

his  loyalty  ensures  his  continued  control

over the domestic security apparatus.

Vadim Vaganov: A  representative  of  the

"losing"  faction  of  liberal  dissent;  his

placement  on  the  federal  wanted  list

signals  the  final  eradication  of  the

"Yabloko" era of political activism.

Andrey Sibiga: Ukraine’s Foreign Minister

is  emerging  as  a  key  figure  in  the  "New

Diplomacy,"  successfully  opening channels

to Central Asia without Russian mediation.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  posture  is  one  of

critical analysis, alternating between exposing

Russian domestic corruption and detailing the

human  cost  of  the  war  in  Ukraine.  Lead

stories  are  consistently  focused  on  the

geopolitical  shift  to  China  and  its

consequences,  and  the  tactical  evolution  of

the war (AI  drones,  refinery strikes).  Buried

stories  include  the  continued  suffering  in

occupied  territories  like  Oleshky,  which  is

given  significant  time  but  framed  as  a

"hidden" humanitarian catastrophe. The tone

is  somber  and  skeptical,  particularly

regarding  the  sustainability  of  the  Russian

"war  for  sovereignty"  that  results  in  total

Chinese  dependence.  Conspicuous  omissions

include detailed coverage of Russian military

casualties or any positive news regarding the

Russian  economy  that  isn't  immediately

caveated with data on Chinese encroachment.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  geopolitical  subtext  suggests  a  world

where traditional alliances are fraying, and a

new, more transactional "Spirit of Beijing" is

emerging.  Leaders  are  framed  through  the

lens  of  power  preservation  rather  than

ideology.

Russia: Portrayed as an aging empire that

has "shot itself in the foot," trading Western

integration for  a  subservient  role  in  Asia.

The  state  is  framed  as  competent  at

repression but inept at long-term economic

planning.

China  (Xi  Jinping): Characterized  as  a

"high protector"  and cold  pragmatist who

views Russia as "spent material" to be used

as  a  resource  appendage  and  a  shield

against the West.

USA  (Trump/Vance/Biden): Framing  of

the  US  is  chaotic  and  contradictory;  the

"Spirit of Anchorage" is dead, and the US is

seen  as  either  an  unreliable  ally  or  an

existential  threat  to  the  Russian/Chinese

bloc.

Ukraine  (Zelensky): Framed  as  an

aggressive  and  innovative  actor  that  is

successfully  "bringing  the  war  home"  to

Russia  via  drone  strikes while  out-

maneuvering  Moscow  in  Central  Asian

diplomacy.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Bio-Weapon  Narrative  Seeding: The

Russian  state  is  using  the  Hantavirus

outbreak  (initially  on  a  cruise  ship)  to

create  a  "bio-lab"  style  disinformation

campaign,  aiming  to  delegitimize  the

Ukrainian military and create a pretext for

future  escalation  or  to  mask  Russian

domestic public health failures.

Censorship  vs.  Bypassing: A

sophisticated  information  "cat-and-mouse"

game  is  evident.  While  the  state  shuts

down the internet in the capital, journalists

are  countering  with  tutorials  on  Amnesia

VPN and  VLESS  protocols,  suggesting  a

permanent  "technological  battle"  for

control of the Russian narrative.

Historical Revisionism: The dispute with

Kyrgyzstan  over  "colonial"  terminology  in

textbooks represents a battle over the post-

Soviet  identity,  where  Russia  seeks  to

enforce  a  "civilizing  mission"  narrative  to

maintain its cultural hegemony.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The China Trap: If the Power of Siberia 2

deal  is  signed  on  Beijing's  terms,  Russia

will effectively become an energy colony of

China for the next 30 years, with no ability

to pivot back to European markets even if

the war ends anytime soon.

Elite  Asset  Cannibalization: As  non-oil

revenues continue to fall, the Russian state

will  likely  move  from  seizing  assets  of

"unreliable"  oligarchs  to  seizing  the  bank

deposits  of  the  middle  class,  potentially

sparking  localized  unrest  or  a  liquidity

crisis.
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AI Escalation: The use of autonomous AI

drones  will  likely  lead to  a  complete

degradation  of  civilian  infrastructure  in

border regions, as these systems prioritize

"pre-programmed"  targets  over  real-time

human discretion.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  further

internet  disruptions in  Moscow  and  other

major  cities  as  security  services  attempt  to

prevent  drone  swarms.  Increased  "anti-

extremist"  arrests  following  the  Vaganov

wanted notice are likely.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

conclusion  of  the  Putin-Xi  energy  talks  will

reveal  the  true  depth  of  Russia’s  economic

desperation. If the gas price is pushed to the

floor, expect a wave of layoffs in the Russian

domestic industrial  sector as it  ceases to be

viable.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

dependence on China will reach a point of no

return,  potentially  leading  to  the

fragmentation  of  the  Russian  Federation as

rich regions (like Tatarstan) and poor regions

diverge in their  interests toward the federal

center’s Beijing-first policy.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The operating environment is at a peak risk

level due to the convergence of technological

lethality and political desperation.

Strategic  Resource  Failure: Ukrainian

strikes  on  oil  refineries  could  lead  to  a

domestic fuel crisis in Russia by late 2026.

Triggers: Successful  strike on the Kstovo

or  similar  Tier-1  refinery.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Severe  economic

contraction  and  logistics  failure.

Mitigations: Draconian fuel rationing and

diversion of military reserves.

Central  Asian  Secondary  Sanctions:

Kyrgyzstan’s  banking  sector  is  at  risk  of

total  cutoff  from  the  West.  Triggers:

Identification  of  the  28  Kyrgyz  firms

bypassing  sanctions.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Regional  economic

collapse and pivot to China.  Mitigations:

Improved  regulatory  compliance  in

Bishkek.

Disinformation-Driven  Biological

Panic: The Hantavirus narrative could lead

to  a  border  closure.  Triggers: State-

sponsored reports of outbreaks in Bryansk. 

Likelihood: Low.  Impact: Humanitarian

crisis  at  the  border.  Mitigations:

International health monitoring.

Russian  Elite  Revolt: The  seizure  of

assets like Rusagro could push non-siloviki

elites  to  desperate  measures.  Triggers:

Expanded  lists  for  "re-privatization."

Likelihood: Low. Impact: Coup attempt or

internal  sabotage.  Mitigations: Increased

funding for Zolotov’s Rosgvardiya.
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Environmental  Collapse  in  Central

Asia: The  Aral  Sea’s  disappearance  is

reaching  a  point  of  permanent

uninhabitability.  Triggers: Failure  of  the

Muynak renovation programs. Likelihood:

High. Impact: Mass migration and regional

instability.  Mitigations: Massive

investment in water management tech.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Casualty Data: The transcripts completely

fail  to  mention  the  heavy  human  losses

referenced in passing, leaving a critical gap

in assessing Russian military sustainability.

Chinese  Military  Integration: While

technology is discussed, the actual level of

Chinese  "training"  of  Russian  soldiers is

murky and potentially downplayed.

Belarusian  Sovereignty: The  degree  to

which Lukashenko has actually lost control

over  the  Russian  tactical  nukes  on  his

territory  is  an  unverified  but  critical

variable.

Internal  Dissent  Scale: The  reports  on

LGBT  persecution and  wanted  lists  lack

data  on  the  remaining  size  and

organization  of  the  Russian  underground

resistance.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The China Pivot as a Controlled Burn:

Far from being a "vassal," the Kremlin may

be  using  its  "desperate"  position  to  trap

China  into  a  long-term  commitment  to

Russian  stability,  knowing  that  a  Russian

collapse would be catastrophic for Beijing’s

northern border.

The Autonomous Drone "Ghost  in  the

Machine": The V2U drones might actually

be  a  Ukrainian  psy-op  to  force  Russia  to

bankrupt  its  own  oil  companies through

expensive,  ineffective  localized  defense

spending.

Black Swan: A major Hantavirus outbreak

actually  occurs  in  Russia,  not  because  of

bio-weapons,  but  because  of  the  total

degradation  of  sanitation  in  war-torn

border  regions,  and  the  state's  previous

disinformation  makes  any  effective

response impossible due to a total loss of

public trust.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: NATO  must  prepare  for  a

"Suwalki  Corridor" crisis  using Belarusian

territory  as  the  joint  nuclear  exercises

indicate a hardening of that flank.

Economic: Western  states  should

accelerate  the  development  of  alternative

rare-earth  and  tech  supply  chains  to

counter  the  growing  Russian-Chinese

technological bloc.

Diplomatic: Support  the  Ukraine-Central

Asia 5+1 format as the most viable path to

reducing Russian influence in the Eurasian

core.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Firms  dependent  on

Russian raw materials must assume a total

state takeover and end of private contract

law is imminent.
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Cybersecurity: Organizations should plan

for sustained internet blackouts in Russian

regional hubs and move all critical data out

of the country.

Safety  Standards: Investors  in  Central

Asian  infrastructure  must  factor  in  the

extreme  climate  degradation around  the

Aral  Sea  basin  into  all  ESG  and  risk

modeling.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this period focuses on the

hardening  of  social  control  and  the

centralization of resource management under

war conditions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Kazakhstan  Stray  Animal  Law:

President  Tokayev  signed  a  law

stiffening  penalties for  animal  cruelty

while  rejecting  mandatory  euthanasia,

showing  a  rare  instance  of  public

sentiment influencing policy.

Russian Asset Forfeiture Policy: New

guidelines allow the Prosecutor General

to  retroactively  annul  privatizations

based  on  newly  established  "national

security" KPIs for siloviki.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ushakov Press Briefing: The Assistant

to the President declared the "Spirit  of

Anchorage" effectively dead, replaced by

the strategic "Spirit of Beijing."

Olimazhlis  Session  (Uzbekistan):

Senator  Burkhanov  criticized  the

banking sector for 300,000 cases of ATM

failure,  highlighting  the  fragility  of

regional digital infrastructure.

KEY STORIES

Kharkiv Fuel Station Strike: Russian AI

drones  targeted  multiple  fuel  stations,

forcing  rescuers  to  abandon  firefighting

efforts due to secondary drone threats.

Odessa Apartment Devastation: Massed

Shahed  attacks  destroyed  several  multi-

story  buildings,  resulting  in  15  casualties

and confirmed deaths.

Zaporizhzhia  Church  Bombing: Three

aerial bombs struck the "House of Gospel,"

resulting  in  civilian  deaths and  total

destruction of the house of worship.

VPN Technological Battle: Amnesia VPN

released  a  detailed  tutorial  for  Russian

citizens  on  how to  bypass state-level  DPI

blocks  using  VLESS  and  fragmented

tunneling.

Igor Sechin Profile: An investigation into

the "Grey Cardinal" of Rosneft, highlighting

his $800 million net worth and his role in

purging the cabinet of "systemic liberals."

Viktor Zolotov Profile: A detailed look at

the head of Rosgvardiya, his transition from

bodyguard  to  state  guardian,  and  his

involvement in corruption scandals like the

"Rosgvardiya Potato" investigation.

Russian Automotive Collapse: Domestic

Russian car market shifts to 60% Chinese

dominance,  with  manufacturers

complaining  of  aggressive  dumping  and

pricing they cannot meet.

Kyrgyz  Textbook  Controversy: Russian

academics demand Kyrgyzstan remove the

term "colonialism" from its  history  books,

leading to a sharp diplomatic rebuttal from

Bishkek historians.
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Ukraine-Central  Asia  5+1: Foreign

Minister Sibiga announced a new regional

platform to  facilitate  direct  trade  without

passing through Russia.

Hantavirus  Disinformation: Russian

state  media  seeds  a  narrative  of  "dying

border  guards" to  frame Ukraine  for  bio-

warfare ahead of potential outbreaks.

Artsakh Betrayal Narratives: Protests in

Gyumri,  Armenia,  call  for  the  removal  of

Russian  troops following  the  failure  of

Russian PVO (air defense) during the 2020

and 2023 conflicts.

Akvavum  Artificial  Womb: A

technological  deep  dive  into  Nurnberg-

based research into mechanical wombs for

extremely  premature  infants  (under  24

weeks).

Aral Sea Renovation: A tour of Muynak,

Uzbekistan, showing the transformation of

a harbor into a "museum of  ships" in the

desert as water levels drop to 10% of their

1960 levels.

Moscow  Internet  Blackout: Reports  of

central Moscow losing mobile internet for

19 straight days due to FSB-ordered "drone

security" measures.

Mariupol 4-Year Anniversary: Testimony

from survivors and details on the Taganrog

SIZO,  described  as  one  of  the  harshest

detention centers for POWs.

LGBT Purge: Vadim Vaganov, a member of

the  Yabloko  party,  placed  on  a  federal

wanted list as part of a crackdown on "non-

existent" international movements.

V2U AI Drone Combat: Analysis of a new

drone type that can attack even without a

signal from  its  operator,  marking  a  new

phase of lethal autonomous weapons.

Rusagro  Asset  Seizure: The  Russian

Prosecutor  General  successfully  sued  to

confiscate 14 billion rubles in assets from

founder  Malkovich,  labeling  the  1990s

privatization as a fraud against the state.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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