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« US Military Retreat &
Congressional Rebuke:
) Senate advances War Powers
Resolution against Trump.

« Strait of Hormuz Blockade:
Iran maintains "Strict Regime’
& Toll System; US Naval
Blockade Ineffective.

) Minlb School Incident

talyst: US missile strike
(1 70+ children killed) drives
Anti-US Sentiment.
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MULTIPOLAR ALLIANCES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global landscape on May 20, 2026, is
characterized by a definitive shift in the
balance of power, as portrayed through the
lens of a "post-war" period following a
catastrophic 40-day conflict between the
United States/Israel and the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The overarching narrative across the
day's broadcasts describes a failed American
military  intervention, termed  "Project
Freedom" or "Operation Epic Fury," which
sought to reopen the Straight of Hormuz and
force regime change in Tehran. Instead, the
United States appears to have retreated into a
state of strategic isolation, plagued by
internal political divisions, a mounting debt
crisis, and a domestic public increasingly
hostile to foreign "adventurism." The Iranian
state, conversely, is leveraging its military
resilience and the "martyrdom" of its senior
leadership—including the late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei and President

Ibrahim Raisi—to cement national unity and
formalize its "Look East" strategy through
deepened ties with Russia and China.

Simultaneously, the Levant and the Persian
Gulf remain active flashpoints of volatility. The
highlights a
asymmetric warfare campaign by the "Axis of
Resistance," where Hezbollah and Ansar Allah
(the Houthis) have successfully contested
Israeli and American maritime and ground
superiority. The humanitarian situation in
Gaza remains a centerpiece of information
warfare, with the network highlighting the
alleged targeting of aid
organizations like the World Central Kitchen
(WCK) to portray the Israeli-US coalition as
genocidal. This convergence of military
stalemate, economic warfare (specifically the
weaponization of maritime choke points), and
the collapse of the US-led "unipolar" order
suggests a world entering a prolonged period
of instability where traditional deterrents
have lost their efficacy.

broadcast coordinated

deliberate

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US Military Retreat and Congressional
Rebuke: The US Senate advanced a war
powers resolution to curb President
Trump’s authority to continue hostilities
with Iran, signaling a historic breakdown in
domestic support for the conflict following

the failure of Project Freedom.

Straight of Hormuz and maritime
Blockades: Iran has maintained a "strict
regime" over the Straight of Hormugz,
successfully implementing a toll and

security fee system for passing vessels,
while the US naval blockade is reported as

effectively ineffective due to a lack of

international coalition support.
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* The Minab School Incident as a
Catalyst: A US missile strike on an
elementary school in Minab, Iran, which
reportedly killed over 170 children, has
become the primary driver of anti-US
sentiment and a central subject of

contentious Congressional  hearings
involving CENTCOM leadership.

Consolidation of the "Look East"
Alliance: High-level summits between
Russian President Putin and Chinese
leadership in Beijing have produced
statements condemning US aggression and
affirming a "multipolar world order"
centered on the BRICS and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO).

Iranian Domestic Resilience and
Succession: The second anniversary of the
deaths of President Raisi and Foreign
Minister Abdullahyan serves as a rallying
point for Iranian national identity, focusing
on the "Economy of Resistance" and
technological self-sufficiency in AI and
drone tech.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

e I[ran is pivoting toward "horizontal war"
capabilities, where any strike on its soil
results in retaliation in

across the entire region, forcing regional
neighbors like the UAE and Saudi Arabia to
deny the US use of their airspace and
bases.

» Pakistan is emerging as a critical

diplomatic mediator between Washington

and Tehran, delivering Iranian proposals
for a total cessation of hostilities.

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The IRGC "Mosquito Fleet" of fast-attack
Catamarans (e.g., the Hadad 110) is
reported to have achieved asymmetric
superiority in the Persian Gulf, capable of
speeds up to 110 knots.

* US military losses in the conflict are stated
to include over 40 aircraft, including F-15s
and an F-35, representing a significant
degradation of US aerial deterrence.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The US public debt has officially maxed out
at 100% of GDP, with projections reaching
190% by 2050, creating "fiscal quicksand"
that undermines the dollar's status.

* Oil prices have surged beyond $90 a barrel

due to restrictions in the Straight of
Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb, impacting
global food prices and inflation.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

* A significant narrative struggle exists
regarding the role of American media,
which the broadcast claims functions as a
"partner to the US government" in
justifying interventions through "deceptive
language" and wunverified claims about
Iranian nuclear ambitions.

European '"anti-semitism" crackdowns,
specifically a knife attack in IL.ondon, are
framed by the network as a pretext to
suppress pro-Palestine advocacy and
"foment resentment" against the Jewish
community.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Unipolar" Moment: A
consistent theme is the perceived
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obsolescence of the US "global hegemon"
status. The broadcast posits that US military
power, once thought invincible, has been
"brought to its knees" by Iranian persistence.
This is not merely a military defeat but an
ideological one, as the "multipolar world" led
by China, Russia, and Iran offers an
alternative framework for trade and security
through organizations like the SCO and

BRICS, which now represent 30% of global
GDP.

The Weaponization of the "Blue Shield":
Iran is actively framing the conflict as an
attack on "civilization" itself. The report on
the destruction of 150 historical sites in Iran,
despite the use of the iconic "blue shield"
protection symbol, is used to equate US/
Israeli actions with historical cultural
destructions in Iraq and Libya. This narrative
aims to delegitimize the coalition as
"barbaric" and "ahistorical."

Domestic Polarization as a Strategic
Constraint: The US is portrayed as a "parody
of itself," where political loyalty to the
President (Trump) outweighs constitutional
clarity, specifically regarding the 22nd
Amendment and judicial appointments. This
internal decay is seen as a primary reason for
the US's inability to maintain long-term
military campaigns, as the public is "fed up"
with foreign wars that weigh heavily on the
economy.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The US appears to be on the
verge of institutional collapse. The broadcast
highlights a wviral Senate hearing where
judicial nominees refused to state that the
22nd Amendment bars a president from a
third term, suggesting a "fear of contradicting

Trump." Furthermore, the loss of
Representative Thomas Massie in a primary,
allegedly due to $3 million in spending by
"pro-Israeli billionaires" like Miriam Adelson,
is used to illustrate "state capture" by foreign
interest groups.

Jordan: The broadcast revisits the 2021
attempted coup by Prince Hamzah to
emphasize = the  monarchy's underlying
fragility. King Abdullah’s decision to remove
his brother from the line of succession is
framed as a catalyst for a danger that "had
never been closer," with threats emerging not
just from the capital but from the "tents of
Bedouin tribes." This suggests that Jordan
remains a "snake ready to strike" from within.

Iran: In contrast, Iran is depicted as
possessing unprecedented internal solidarity.
Even "anti-government" factions are reported
to have united under the national banner
during the conflict. The "martyrdom" of the
Supreme Leader and Raisi has seemingly
transformed from a potential instability event

into a '"melancholic = symphony" that
strengthens the state's mandate.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is increasingly bifurcated.
The broadcast frames Western nations (US,
UK, Israel) as an "aggressive" and "genocidal"
minority that is being systematically isolated.
The global south is depicted as moving toward
Iran’s "horizontal war" concept, where
regional allies like the UAE are seeking loans
in Yuan rather than dollars, signaling a desire
to "de-dollarize" and escape US "monetary
pressure."

Russia and China are framed as 'reliable
partners" who respect the sovereignty of
developing nations. Putin’s state visit to
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Beijing is used to contrast his '"royal"
reception with President Trump’s "lackluster"
treatment by the Chinese, highlighting the
shift in global prestige. Iran has successfully
used this multipolar environment to
circumvent sanctions through new trade
routes like the Chahbahar-Zahedan railway
and the "Arctic Silk Road" through Russia.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic state is described as
entering a "terminal crisis" triggered by the
US war economy and the resulting supply
chain disruptions in the Persian Gulf. The
transition from the "petro-dollar" to the
"petro-UN" or Yuan-based energy trading is
cited as a primary threat to US stability.

* Energy Prices: Average US gas prices
have hit $4.50 a gallon, with crude oil

staying above $90 as Iran maintains
management over the Straight of Hormuz.

* US Debt Crisis: The US national debt is
reported at $31 trillion (100% of GDP),
with interest payments now exceeding the
defense budget.

Iranian Economic Indicators: Despite
sanctions, Iran reported 5.1% GDP
growth, an unemployment rate drop to a
17-yvear low of 7.6%, and oil production
surging to 3 million barrels per day.

* Agricultural Impact: Russia’s suspension
of fertilizer exports is expected to lead to
global food price spikes and potential
"social instability" in the fall harvest
season.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current political climate is defined by the
fallout from the deaths of Iran's top leadership

and the increasingly erratic behavior of the
US President.

* Ayatollah Khamenei and President
Raisi: Their deaths (martyrdom) have
consolidated power in the hands of the
Revolutionary Guard and a new generation
of leaders committed to Raisi’s "Look East"
legacy.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as increasingly
"unhinged" and mentally incapable, facing
a possible "huge loss" for the Republican
Party in the upcoming mid-term elections.

* Thomas Massie (US Congressman):
Characterized as a victim of a Zionist purge
after being defeated in his Kentucky
primary due to his opposition to Israel
funding.

e Abbas Araqchi (Iranian Foreign
Minister): Emerges as a key diplomatic
voice, emphasizing that Iran will no longer
"beg" for its rights and is prepared for
direct confrontation.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a staunchly pro-Iran,
anti-Western imperialist posture. The Lead
Stories consistently focus on US military
"defeat," the moral weight of the Minab
School Strike, and the "heroic" legacy of
martyred Iranian leaders. The hierarchy is
designed to project a sense of "inevitable
victory" for the Axis of Resistance and
"inevitable collapse" for the US. Buried
Stories include any significant Iranian
internal dissent or the actual casualty figures
sustained by IRGC forces in the "40-day war."
The tone is a mixture of nationalist mourning
and triumphant Conspicuous
Omissions include any discussion of a formal
succession plan for the Iranian Supreme

defiance.
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Leader after the reported "assassination," and
a lack of data on the actual military
effectiveness of the US "Operation Epic Fury"
outside of school strikes.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast frames the world through a
binary spectrum of "oppressors" versus the
"oppressed.”

* United States: Framed as a "weak" and
"corrupt" bully. Quotes describe it as a
! rpower br h i kn

ompound interest" and a "rogue state"
that violates international law with
impunity.

e Iran: Portrayed as "principled," "resilient,"
and "pivotal." It is the "keystone of the arch
of Eurasia" and a "responsible state actor"

that only uses force defensively.

* Israel: Consistently referred to as the
"Zionist entity" or "cancerous tumor." It is
framed as an 'artificial settler colonial
entity" that cannot survive without
American support.

* China & Russia: Portrayed as the "stable"
and "civilized" anchors of the new world
order, offering "mutually beneficial"
partnerships in contrast to Western
"exploitation."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The broadcast uses
the Minab School strike to establish a
narrative of "American war crimes" that
serves as a moral shield for Iranian
retaliatory strikes on civilian-adjacent
infrastructure in the Gulf.

* Psychological Operations: The

description of the IRGC’s "Mosquito
Fleet" as a '"nuclear bomb" is a clear
attempt to use psychological deterrence to
discourage the US from resuming "Project
Freedom."

Censorship Claims: The network alleges
that Western social media platforms have
eliminated popular Iranian accounts to
prevent the "truth" of the US military
defeat from reaching the American public.

Spin vs. Truth: While the US claims to
have ‘"significantly degraded" Iranian
capabilities, the broadcast counters by
showing intact missile infrastructure sitting
inside fortified "missile cities," creating a
"post-evidence" media environment where
both sides claim total success.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Economic "Biblical Flood": If the

Straight of Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb
remain contested, the closure of these
choke points could disrupt up to 25% of the
world’s energy supply, leading to a
"biblical" economic collapse in Europe and
Asia.

The 2028 US Election Crisis: The refusal
of Trump judicial nominees to acknowledge
term  limits suggests a  potential
constitutional crisis in the US if Trump
attempts to seek a third term, likely leading
to further domestic civil unrest.

Regional Conflict Expansion: The IRGC
has warned that the next round of
hostilities "will expan

implying that Iran may target US interests
globally, including in Europe or the
Atlantic.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
breakdown in the "Ramadan ceasefire" as
Hezbollah increases retaliatory strikes in
South ILebanon and Israel contemplates
ground incursions into "border villages."

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US
mid-term elections will likely result in a

Republican defeat, potentially leading to a
"lame duck" presidency that further

emboldens the Iranian-led axis to push for
total US withdrawal from West Asia.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The formalization
of the "Arctic Silk Road" and Iranian-
Chinese rail links will likely render Western
blockades obsolete, permanently
shifting the center of global trade to the
Eurasian landmass.

naval

RISK ASSESSMENT

wills"

The current geopolitical state is a "clash of

where the margin for error has

narrowed to zero.

Energy Choke Point Total Closure:
Triggers: Resumption of US "Operation
Epic Fury." Likelihood: High. Impact:
Global depression, $150+ oil. Mitigations:
Successful mediation by Pakistan/Oman to
formalize a maritime security agreement.

US Domestic Insurrection: Triggers:
Impeachment proceedings or presidential
refusal to honor term limits. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Paralysis of US foreign
policy, internal civil conflict. Mitigations:
Congressional consensus on War Powers
and economic stabilization.

* Nuclear Proliferation Pivot: Triggers:

Failure of diplomatic talks and continued
"existential" threats to the Iranian regime.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Regional
nuclear arms race. Mitigations: Formal
return to the JCPOA or a "14-point" security
deal mediated by Pakistan.

Israeli Political Collapse: Triggers:

Failure to achieve military goals in Lebanon

and Gaza combined with economic
isolation. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Sudden regional power vacuum.

Mitigations: Transition to a post-
Netanyahu government willing to accept
de-escalation.

Global Fertilizer/Food Crisis: Triggers:
Continued Russian export bans and
maritime trade disruptions. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Mass famine in the Global
South, migration Mitigations:
Emergency diplomatic lifting of agricultural
sanctions.

crises.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The broadcast fails to provide an objective

assessment of Iranian military
casualties or the actual damage sustained
by IRGC "missile cities" during the US
airstrikes.

* There is a lack of clarity on the succession

of the Iranian Supreme Leader; if
Khamenei was assassinated as claimed, the
power vacuum within the clerics is ignored
in favor of IRGC "solidarity."

* The "toll and security fee" system in the

Straight of Hormuz is presented as legally
settled, despite likely challenges from
international maritime bodies not featured
in the report.
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* The status of the US dollar as a reserve
currency is declared "bankrupt," but the
actual resilience of US financial markets
despite debt is not addressed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Strategic Overture as a Pretext for
Strike: While the broadcast portrays
Trump as seeking to negotiate from
weakness, the "ceasefire" and "Project
Freedom" pause could actually be a tactical
restaging period for a much larger
"Operation Epic Fury" phase two, utilizing
the C-17 movements mentioned in the
Cargo reports to resupply for a Decisive
strike.

Iranian "Solidarity" as a Fragile Veneer:
The extreme emphasis on national unity
and the "melancholic symphony" of
mourning may be masking deep-seated
internal unrest following the loss of
senior leadership, where the IRGC is using
the "external threat" of the US to suppress
a burgeoning domestic uprising.

Black Swan Event: A Chinese-brokered
takeover of Persian Gulf security. If China
moves to replace the US Navy as the
primary security guarantor for its energy
imports, it would permanently end US
regional influence and force an immediate
realignment of Saudi and Emirati policy,
potentially leading to the total collapse of
the Abraham Accords.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for "Horizontal War"
contingencies where domestic critical
infrastructure  (energy, transport) is
targeted by asymmetric actors in response
to regional conflicts.

* Economic: Divert supply chains away from
the Suez/Red Sea corridor toward the
Arctic Silk Road or internal Eurasian rail
networks to mitigate Hormuz/Bab el-
Mandeb volatility.

* Diplomatic: Utilize neutral mediators like
Pakistan or Oman immediately to
formalize de-escalation protocols, as direct
US-Iran communication has failed.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: High alert for maritime
tolling and boarding in the Straight of
Hormuz; shipping insurance premiums will
remain at "biblical" highs indefinitely.

* Capital Allocation: Hedge against US
Dollar devaluation through increased
exposure to Yuan-denominated assets or
physical gold, given the 100% debt-to-GDP
milestone.

* Compliance: Monitor shifting SCO/BRICS
regulatory frameworks which may soon
bypass traditional Western "compliance"
standards, especially in energy and Al tech.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on this day reflects a deep
conflict between the executive and legislative
branches of the United States, as well as a
hardening of the "Resistance Axis" policy in
Tehran.



BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e US Senate War Powers Resolution: A

measure to ligin nt Trum

end the war on Iran unless specific
congressional permission is granted.
Strategically, this aims to reassert

Congressional control over a presidency
seen as "irrational."

Eurasian Economic Union Free Trade
Agreement: A treaty allowing 87% of
Iranian exports to be conduct tariff-free to

Russia, Belarus, and others. Intent: To
nullify US sanctions impact.
Iranian 10-Point Peace Plan: A

diplomatic framework delivered to the US
via Pakistani mediators, demanding an end
to the blockade and war reparations.
Intent: To set the conditions for US
strategic retreat.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* US Congressional Hearing on Minab
Strike: CENTCOM leaders grilled over the
slaughter of 170 children at a school
alleged to be a missile base. Intent: Public
accountability for tactical failures.

* Senate Judicial Nominee Hearings:
Questioning regarding the 22n
Amendment and presidential term limits.
Intent: Probing the potential for a 2028
Trump third-term candidacy.

KEY STORIES

* The Failure of Project Freedom: The US-
led naval operation to clear the Straight of
Hormuz collapsed within 48 hours after

nnoun " on Truth
Social. Iran retains full control and has
damaged two US warships and one Emirati
tanker in recent skirmishes.

Second Anniversary of President Raisi's
Death: Commemorations across Iran, Iraq,
and Yemen honor Raisi as the "champion of
wntr " who secured Iran's
membership in SCO and BRICS.

The Minab Elementary School
Massacre: Reports of a "double-tap
Tomahawk strike" killing 168-170 children
in southern Iran. The US claims it was a
missile facility, while
"baseless fabrication."
US Debt Hits 100% GDP: Financial
analysts warn that America has "maxed out
its credit card," with interest payments now
higher than spending on national security,
creating a "vicious cycle."

Iran calls it a

Putin-Xi Summit in Beijing: The two
leaders affirm an "unprecedented level" of
relations and sign treaties on natural gas
pipelines, countering US "unilateralism."

The "Mosquito Fleet" Superiority: The
IRGC Navy unveils the Hadad 110
Catamaran, the fastest operational combat
boat on earth, as a direct deterrent to
Western navies.

Straight of Hormuz Maritime
Authority: Iran opens a maritime authority
Twitter account to regulate passage and
collect "environmental degradation" fees
from transiting vessels.

Tiba Nazar Trial in Paris: An 18-year-old
student faces 10 months in prison for

removing Zioni from ial m
group, sparking protests against the
French ‘"repression" of pro-Palestine
activism.

WCK Meal Reductions in Gaza: The
World Central Kitchen reports cutting daily
meals from 1 million to 200,000 due to

Israeli targeting of volunteer teams and

humanitarian restrictions.
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* Jordanian "Sedition" Case Echoes: Re-
evaluation of the clash between King
Abdullah and Prince Hamzah, highlighting
the ongoing internal instability of the
Hashemite dynasty.

Hezbollah Ambush in Hadatha:
Resistance fighters reportedly forcing
Israeli forces to withdraw from border
outposts after heavy losses of tanks and
high-ranking officers.

* Cuban Medical Missions Under Fire: A
critique of American media "smears"
against Cuban doctors in Italy and
Venezuela, portraying the US as actively
obstructing humanitarian aid.

* Bab el-Mandeb Choke Point Crisis:
Ansar Allah’s use of remote-controlled
explosive boats and hybrid missiles has
effectively disrupted 12% of global oil
shipments.

« US Military Resignations: Reports of a
"top intelligence official," Amerilist Fox
Kennedy, resigning in protest of the "illegal
war on Iran," following the earlier
resignation of counter-terror chief Joe Kent.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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