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RUSSIA AND CHINA FORMALIZE A

STRATEGIC MULTIPOLAR BLOC

AMID ESCALATING ASYMMETRIC

DRONE WARFARE IN THE BALTICS

AND A PROTRACTED NAVAL

BLOCKADE IN THE PERSIAN GULF.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 20, 2026, marks a pivotal consolidation

of the Sino-Russian alliance, characterized by

the  signing  of  a  sweeping  joint  declaration

and  approximately  40  bilateral  agreements

intended  to  institutionalize  a  "multipolar"

world  order.  This  summit  in  Beijing  occurs

against a backdrop of severe global instability,

most notably a three-month-old closure of the

Strait  of  Hormuz to Western shipping and a

burgeoning "drone war"  on Russia’s  eastern

border  involving  the  Baltic  states.  The

convergence  of  these  events  suggests  a

coordinated effort by non-Western powers to

leverage  energy  and  maritime  chokepoints

while challenging the primacy of international

legal frameworks led by the United States and

NATO.

The  economic  dimensions  of  this  shift  are

underscored  by  the  move  toward

dedollarization,  with  Russian  and  Chinese

officials  confirming  that  bilateral  trade  has

surpassed $200 billion and is now conducted

almost  exclusively  in  national  currencies.

Strategically, the alliance is positioning itself

as  the  champion  of  the  "Global  South,"

offering  alternative  security  and  economic

models  to  nations  in  Africa,  Latin  America,

and Southeast Asia. This posture is contrasted

sharply with reports of internal decay in the

United  States,  citing  chronic  homelessness,

drug  epidemics,  and  foreign  interference in

domestic  elections,  which  collectively

constrain Western strategic maneuverability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Sino-Russian  Strategic  Consolidation:

Presidents  Putin  and  Xi  signed  a  joint

declaration affirming  that  no  country

should  be  considered  superior  to  others,

signaling  a  formal  rejection  of  Western

"unilateralism" and "hegemony."

Persian  Gulf  Energy  Chokepoint: The

Strait of Hormuz remains shut to Western

shipping  for  81  days following  US  and

Israeli  attacks  on  Iran,  with  Tehran

maintaining  control  and  offering  transit

only to "friendly" nations.

Baltic Drone Escalation: Estonia, Latvia,

and Lithuania  are  implicated in  providing

airspace  or  launch  points  for  Ukrainian

UAVs targeting  Russian  territory,

prompting Kremlin warnings of "inevitable"

retaliatory strikes.

US  Domestic  Political  Upheaval:

Congressman Thomas Massie was defeated

in  a  Kentucky  primary  after  an

unprecedented  $32  million campaign  by

pro-Israel donors, leading to allegations of

foreign capture of the US Congress.
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Africa’s  Pivot  to  Multipolarity: China

implemented  a  zero-tariff  policy for  53

African nations,  while Russia continues to

write  off  billions  in  debt,  challenging  the

Western "debt trap" narrative.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Russia’s  armed  forces  are  conducting

three-day  nuclear  drills in  response  to

perceived increases in Western aggression

on its borders.

The conflict in Iran has escalated to ground

incursions  and  airstrikes,  with  reports  of

168 children killed by US-made missiles in

Minab.

NATO aircraft are reportedly intervening to

intercept  drones in  Baltic  airspace  to

prevent direct NATO-Russia escalation.

Energy & Critical Minerals

Parameters  for  the  Power  of  Siberia  2

pipeline  have  been  finalized,  set  to

transport 50 billion cubic meters of natural

gas annually from Russia to China.

Iran is demanding payment in Yuan or Rial

for passage through the Strait of Hormuz,

effectively  weaponizing  the  petrodollar’s

decline.

The UK has reversed sanctions on certain

Russian  energy  imports,  signaling  a

breakdown in Western economic unity due

to domestic energy inflation.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The Beijing summit marks 25 years of the

Friendship  and  Cooperation  Treaty,  now

extended  to  counter  "Western

unilateralism."

The  concept  of  "sovereign  neutrality"  is

being championed by the Communist Party

of Kenya and other Global South entities as

a defense against US imperial influence.

India  maintains  a  policy  of  strategic

autonomy,  refusing  to  join  unilateral

Western  sanctions  despite  UK  and  US

pressure.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Intense  skepticism  surrounds  the  Hanta

virus media coverage, with critics framing

it as "job justification" for the World Health

Organization (WHO) budget increases and

its proposed Pandemic Treaty.

Medical  professionals are highlighting the

loss  of  informed  consent and  bodily

autonomy  as  a  permanent  legacy  of  the

COVID-19 pandemic response.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Geography: The

simultaneous  crises  in  the  Persian  Gulf and

the  Baltic  region indicate  that  geographic

chokepoints and border zones are the primary

theaters  of  21st-century  warfare.  While  the

West  uses  drones  and  sanctions,  the  Sino-

Russian  bloc  uses  pipelines  and  maritime

control  to  dictate  the  terms  of  global  trade

and security. The inability of the US to reopen

the  Strait  of  Hormuz suggests  a  significant

erosion of Western naval hegemony.

Institutionalized  Dedollarization: What

began as a reactionary move to sanctions has

become  a  18-year  process of  building  a

parallel financial system. The use of the New

Development Bank (BRICS Bank) in Shanghai

to settle trade in sugar, oil, and gas via digital

currencies and local denominations is moving

from  theory  to  structural  reality,
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fundamentally  undermining  the  US  dollar’s

role  as  a  tool  for  "economic  hostile

interference."

The  Decline  of  "Rules-Based  Order"

Legitimacy: Narratives from Africa celebrate

the  Sino-Russian  rejection  of  "universalized

paths  of  development."  There  is  a  growing

consensus  among  Global  South  nations  that

international law, as currently enforced by a

"narrow  circle  of  states,"  is  a  pretext  for

interfering  in  internal  affairs.  This  is  being

countered by a new rhetoric of "international

justice" backed by the combined military and

economic weight of the East.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The domestic environment is

characterized by deep disgust with politicians

and  a  perceived  breakdown  of  the  middle

class. Severe issues like the drug epidemic on

Skid  Row and a  housing crisis  that  has  left

millions at risk in California are portrayed as

symptoms of a government that has stopped

working for its people. The defeat of Thomas

Massie is framed as a loss of the "last honest

man"  in  Congress,  suggesting  a  complete

capture  of  the  political  system  by  foreign

interests.

Russia and China: In contrast, the summits

portray a high degree of leadership stability

and long-term planning. The use of "heads of

state  diplomacy"  ensures  that  bilateral

relations  remain  sound  and  steady despite

leadership  changes  elsewhere.  Both  nations

appear  to  have  suppressed  internal  dissent

through a focus on nationalistic "bravery" and

"shared responsibility."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international  system is  being framed as

an  "anarchic  jungle"  created  by  Western

hegemony. In response, Russia and China are

projecting themselves as the "stabilizing role"

anchors of  the  world.  They  are  actively

weaponizing  economic  statecraft  by  offering

"win-win" partnerships to countries like Cuba

and  Kenya,  which  are  framed  as  victims  of

Western starvation tactics and sanctions. The

global  posture  of  the  Sino-Russian  bloc  is

increasingly  offensive,  seeking  to  "drive  out

the  forces"  of  Western  lawlessness  from

regional conflicts.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is fracturing into

two distinct trade zones: one struggling with

Western  inflation  and  supply  chain

disruptions,  and  another  integrating  via  the

Belt  and Road Initiative and direct currency

swaps. Market sentiment is heavily impacted

by the volatility of oil  prices,  which remains

the primary driver of bilateral trade values.

Currency  Fluctuations: Significant  shift

to  Yuan and Ruble,  with  90% of  Russian-

Chinese trade bypassing the US dollar.

Commodity Prices: Oil  prices are rising,

benefiting  the  purchasing  power of  the

Russian Ruble.

Trade  Vectors: Bilateral  trade  grew  by

20% in  the  first  four  months  of  2026,

despite global trade being down overall.

Sanctions  Impact: Western  sanctions

have  "weaponized"  the  SWIFT  system,

forcing Russia to seek alternatives that are

now becoming the standard for the "Global

Majority."
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transcripts highlight a clear shift in

political  leverage  within  the  US  legislature

and  a  stabilization  of  the  Sino-Russian

executive bond.

Thomas  Massie  (Kentucky

Congressman): Ousted  in  a  primary

defeat;  framed  as  a  victim of  a  "foreign

operative"  campaign  for  questioning  the

"Epstein file" and the war in Iran.

Marco  Rubio  (Secretary  of  State):

Portrayed as an inept "real estate broker"

who lacks mental balance and has failed to

secure concessions from China.

Vladimir Putin & Xi Jinping: Described

as  "longstanding  good  friends"  who  have

met over 40 times since 2013, reinforcing

the "depth and broadness" of their personal

and political ties.

Raul Castro (Former Cuban President):

Indicted  at  age  94  by  the  US  DOJ;  the

timing is  framed as a pretext  for  military

invasion of Cuba.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  hierarchy  for  the  day  clearly

prioritizes  the  Sino-Russian  summit  as  a

historic  "milestone"  for  world  justice.  The

Lead Story is the "unprecedented" heights of

Moscow-Beijing  ties,  framed  with  an

emotional  tone  of  intimacy  and  mutual

affection.  The  Secondary  Story is  the  US/

NATO "failure" in Iran and the Baltics, often

utilizing  graphic  accounts  of  civilian

casualties to  paint  Western  forces  as  the

"enemy of children." Buried Stories include

internal dissent within China or Russia, or any

Ukrainian  military  successes  in  the  ongoing

border conflicts. The Emotional Tone ranges

from  nationalistic  celebration  regarding  the

East  to  fear-inducing  skepticism  regarding

Western  global  health  and  political

institutions. Conspicuous Omissions include

any detailed reporting on the specific nature

of  Iranian  internal  politics  or  the

humanitarian  costs  of  Russian  actions  in

Ukraine,  focusing  instead  on  drone

provocations by the Baltic states.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing is built on a sharp binary

between a "stable, competent, and principled"

East and a "chaotic, inept, and corrupt" West.

Leaders  are  characterized  not  just  by  their

policies,  but  by  their  perceived  personal

virtues  or  vices,  such  as  Putin's  "comfort"

versus Trump's "fruitless" transactionalism.

COUNTRIES

Russia: Portrayed as a "reliable supplier"

of resources and a stabilizing force under

pressure.

China: Framed  as  the  "responsible

consumer" and a leader in technology and

AI, treating partners as equals.

United  States: Characterized  as  a

"pugnacious" empire at peace for only 7%

of its existence, currently "shooting itself in

the foot."

Iran: Depicted  as  a  "mid-size  power"

showing  deterrents and  resisting  a  US

blockade successfully.

Estonia/Latvia: Framed as "caveman-like"

rusophobes lacking critical thinking, hiding

behind NATO Article 5.
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LEADERS

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as  "satisfied"

and "comfortable," a leader who looks like

he's been there before.

Donald  Trump: Characterized  as  "lost"

and "unbalanced," making big mistakes in

foreign policy and starting wars he cannot

end.

Xi Jinping: Framed as a "brave" defender

of  correct  principles on  the  international

stage.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

WHO  (World  Health  Organization):

Viewed  with  extreme  skepticism  as  an

organization  seeking  job  justification

through engineered health scares.

Global  Witness: Cited  regarding  the

murder  of  227 environmental  defenders,

framing capitalism as a "law of the jungle."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  network  is

actively  seeding  the  idea  that  Western

media  is  "crap  crazy" regarding  foreign

interference  while  ignoring  actual  Israeli

interference in US primaries.

Propaganda: Repeated  emphasis  on

Putin's "jacket removal" as a sign of feeling

"at home" in China—a psychological cue for

viewers to see the alliance as natural and

familial.

Disinformation  Allegations: Russia

claims Baltic states are using "smoke and

mirrors" to hide their direct involvement in

the drone war.

Ground Truth Delta: While RT frames the

UK's easing of sanctions as a "reversal," it

likely  reflects  nuanced  regulatory

adjustments  rather  than  a  complete

abandonment of the sanctions regime.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  will  remain  a

deadlock until  the  US  makes  formal

diplomatic  concessions,  as  Iran  has  little

incentive to reopen without asset releases.

The  cross-border  hydrogen  corridor

between Russia and China will become the

next  major  energy  flashpoint  for  Western

sanctions.

African nations will increasingly adopt zero-

tariff  trade with  the  East,  potentially

displacing  European  manufactured  goods

within the decade.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Potential  for

"retaliatory  strikes"  by  Russia  against

Baltic  launch  points if  drone  incursions

continue.  High  probability  of  further  US

primary upsets if donor spending patterns

persist.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Implementation  of  the  digital  payment

system in  the  BRICS  New  Development

Bank, likely timed for the November APEX

summit in Shenzhen.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

decoupling  of  the  East  from  the  SWIFT

system,  leading  to  a  permanent  two-tier

global financial order and the possible end

of  the  "petrodollar"  as  a  mandatory

settlement currency.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical environment is highly

combustible,  with  traditional  diplomatic

guardrails  being  discarded  in  favor  of

escalatory military and economic maneuvers.

Nuclear Escalation in the Baltics: Risk

of  tactical  nuclear  weapon  use  if  NATO

territories are used to launch direct threats

to Russia's territorial integrity. Triggers: A

major  successful  UAV  hit  on  Kaliningrad.

Likelihood:  Low-Moderate.  Impact:

Catastrophic. Mitigations: NATO enforcing

strict no-fly zones for non-ally drones.

Global  Energy  Collapse: Sustained

closure of the Strait of Hormuz causing a

global  depression.  Triggers:  Total  US

failure  in  naval  reopening  operations.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe economic

contraction.  Mitigations:  Diplomatic

compromise  with  Tehran  on  five  stated

points preconditions.

US Institutional Collapse: Loss of public

trust  in  elections  and healthcare  leads  to

unrest.  Triggers:  Another  pandemic-style

mandate  or  confirmed  foreign  election

capture.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

High  domestic  instability.  Mitigations:

Increased  transparency  and  local

governance autonomy.

Regime  Change  in  Cuba: US  military

intervention  following  the  indictment of

Raul Castro. Triggers: Arrival of US carrier

groups  in  the  Caribbean.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Regional  instability.

Mitigations: International mediation via the

UN Security Council.

Global  Health  Governance  Crisis:

Rejection  of  the  WHO  Pandemic  Treaty

leads  to  fragmented  global  health

responses.  Triggers:  Confirmation  of  lab

leaks  or  released  organisms.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Reduced  ability  to  manage

real  pandemics.  Mitigations:

Decentralization of health authority.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Lack of any substantive military data from

the Russian side regarding their own needs

or losses in Ukraine.

Absence  of  perspectives  from  the  Baltic

citizens themselves  regarding  the  drone

alerts and their fear of Russian retaliation.

Unverified  claims  regarding  the  specific

source  of  funds in  the  Kentucky  primary

election.

Failure to report on any negative indicators

in the Chinese economy, despite mention of

a trade volume decrease in 2025.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Desperate Alliance" Scenario: The

Beijing  summit  is  not  a  show of  strength

but  a  desperate  plea for  economic  life-

support from a sanction-ravaged Russia to

an  increasingly  cautious  China.  The  40

documents are symbolic "placeholders" for

deals that China may hesitate to fully fund

if Western secondary sanctions intensify.

The "False Flag" Drone War: The drone

incidents in the Baltics are coordinated by

Russia to  provide  a  "casus  belli"  for  an

expansion into the Suwalki Gap, leveraging

NATO's hesitation to engage in a full-scale

conflict while the US is distracted in Iran.
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Black  Swan  Event: A  sudden  medical

emergency for one of the aging multipolar

leaders  (Putin,  Xi,  or  the  94-year-old

Castro) could trigger a power vacuum that

destabilizes  the  entire  formalized  alliance

overnight.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Recognize  that  "neutrality"  is  being

formalized  as  a  strategic  defense

mechanism by Global South states; forcing

alignment may lead to permanent exclusion

from those markets.

Prepare  for  the  dedollarization  of  energy

markets by exploring alternative settlement

frameworks for critical resource imports.

Prioritize  maritime  diplomacy  in  the

Persian Gulf over military coercion, as the

latter  has  proved ineffective  at  reopening

the Strait of Hormuz.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply chains must shift toward "overland"

routes such as the Russian-Chinese link, as

maritime chokepoints become increasingly

vulnerable to asymmetric warfare.

Capital  allocation  should  favor  African

industrialization projects  supported  by

Chinese tariff-free policies, which offer high

growth  potential  compared  to  sanction-

bound Western markets.

Hedge  against  US  dollar  volatility by

diversifying  into  local  currency-

denominated  assets  in  the  emerging

multipolar bloc.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity focused on land

reform,  international  security  treaties,  and

global health mandates.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

PL  410  (Brazil): A  bill  for  the

reclamation  of  land for  large

landowners,  opposed  by  the  MST  and

indigenous groups.

Cuba  Liberty  and  Solidarity  Act

(1996  context): Resurfaced  in

discussions  of  current  US-Cuba

pressure.

WHO Pandemic Treaty: Debated as a

tool for global management of outbreaks

at the cost of national sovereignty.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Sino-Russian  Joint  Declaration

Signing: The  primary  event  outlining

the parameters of a multipolar world.

Kentucky House Primary: Analyzed as

a  milestone in  foreign  financial

interference in US legislation.

Indian  Ministry  of  External  Affairs

Briefing: Reaffirming India's rejection of

unilateral sanctions.

KEY STORIES

The Beijing Summit: Putin and Xi sign 40

agreements in Beijing, emphasizing energy

security  and a  multipolar  future during a

two-day state visit.

81  Days  of  Blockade: The  Strait  of

Hormuz remains closed to  the West,  with

Iran  maintaining  naval  control  and

demanding dedollarized payments.
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Baltic UAV Alert: Drone alerts  in  Latvia

and  Estonia lead  to  warnings  of  Russian

retaliation against NATO territory.

Massie  Defeated: Congressman  Thomas

Massie  loses  his  Kentucky  seat  to  an

Israeli-funded challenger, Tony Fabrizio.

Raul  Castro  Indicted: The  US  DOJ

charges the 94-year-old leader of Cuba over

a  30-year-old  plane  incident,  fueling

invasion rumors.

UK  Eases  Sanctions: London  permits

Russian  fuel refined  in  third  countries  to

enter  its  markets  to  combat  domestic

inflation.

China’s  Africa  Pivot: A  zero-tariff  trade

policy is  extended  to  53  African  nations

with ties to Beijing.

Medical Skepticism: Doctors and nurses

speak  out  against  the  COVID  legacy and

current Hanta virus framing by the WHO.

US  Domestic  Crises: Reports  on  the

homelessness  and  drug  epidemic in  Los

Angeles  and  the  decay  of  the  US  middle

class.

Power of Siberia 2 Pipeline: Finalization

of  a  massive  natural  gas  project linking

Russia and China.

The  Condor  Documentary: Analysis  of

Operation Condor archives in Paraguay and

the  killing  of  environmentalists  in  Latin

America.

Indian  Strategic  Autonomy: Prime

Minister  Modi  rejects  UK  pressure  and

solidifies energy reserves in the UAE.

Russia’s  Nuclear  Drills: The  Kremlin

prepares  for  "increased  aggression"  with

three days of nuclear exercises.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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