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SINO-RUSSIAN STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT & NUCLEAR
POSTURING DEFINE A RESHAPING MULTIPOLAR ORDER
AMID ESCALATING BALTIC FRICTION

. DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 20, 2026 watershed moment: Putin-Xi summit solidifies axis with 40+ deals & 'multipolar world' declaration, challenging
Western hegemony. Parallel Russian tactical nuclear drills with Belarus & RS-28 Sarmat test deter NATO. Baltic drone incidents
frame Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania as 'limithrophes' facing potential Russian strikes. Internal Russian narrative focuses on
technological sovereignty (Su-57 drone control) and exposes Kyiv corruption (Yermak, U-Force) to delegitimize Ukraine.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & STRATEGIC PILLARS

PUTIN-XI SUMMIT & ( NUCLEAR SIGNALING &
MULTIPOLAR ARCHITECTURE THE 'SANITARY ZONE' STRATEGY

. . & =
Joint Statement: Deepening partnership in ‘new era’. Russia-Belarus Tactical Nuclear Exercises: Preparation of

Economic Ties: Siberia-2 gas pipeline included in China's special munitions.
5-year plan. ‘Buffer Zone' Concept: Analysts define western LNR border

Shared Opposition: Against ‘neocolonialism’ & unilateral as new frontier requiring deep Ukrainian ‘sanitary zone'.
sanctions; advocating fairer global governance. g:;fgrg;fmal ICBM Test (May 12): Long-range deterrent

ESCALATION & REGIONAL FRICTION POINTS

BALTIC DRONE CRISIS & EVOLUTION OF AUTONOMOUS INFORMATION WARFARE
NATO FRICTION WARFARE (Su-57) AGAINST KYIV

>
Incident: ‘Stray’ Ukrainian drone i Yermak Exposé: Allegations of
downing causes panic. Two-Seat Su-57: First flight completed. embezzlement & ‘Firepoint' scheme to
Russian Allegations: SVR claims Co-pilot manages drone swarms suggest instability.
Ukraine launches drone strikes from ‘Intellectualization’ of Military: F ‘U-Force’ Claims: London-based firm
Latvian territory. D v o o on(on METSATY:I500US accused of stealing aid & patents.

Russian Warning: NATO's ‘Article 5' may :)onb/é{-igg-ven baitle management & Goal: Delegitimize Zelensky gov &

not protect 'limithrophes' hosting proxies. undermine Western support.

FUTURE OUTLOOK & KEY RISKS

THE MULTIPOLAR ENERGY & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT TIMELINE RISK ASSESSME
ECONOMIC BLOC FLASHPOINTS & MISCALCULATION

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Intensified nuclear drills, Baltic Tactical Nuclear Miscalculation
‘no-fly zone', Kyiv internal purges. A (Low-Med): Accident or intended
deployment during drills.

3 = N Article 5 Rupture in Baltics
FEAR TR | | /A (led) ussnsike on
J ; [ Uiy Latvian drone base.

Kharklv/SumyI bufger zones',

Resilient Trade: Sino-Russian turnover Su-57 serial production. ; i

$240B (2025), shift to national currencies. A fﬂﬁ;ﬁ?g;ﬁ%&gﬂ“&?ﬁ,’;ﬁ;’é’ﬁf

Energy Infrastructurg: Siberia-2 pipeline Long Term (1-5 Years): Iranian cables.

& Iranian flows form impenetrable bloc Fully integrated Sino-Russian-

(Med-High): Disintegration of

Western Decline Narrative: Predictions of marginalization, potential NATO
Zelensky administration.

US inflationary shock & dollar status loss. retrenchment.

against Western containment. Iranian bloc, Western institutional n Internal Kyiv Collapse

IMPLICATIONS

STATECRAFT: Enhance Baltic border monitoring, prepare for post-Zelensky transition, counter Sino-Russian financial system.
INVESTORS: Diversify tech supply chains, hedge against energy volatility, assess regulatory risks of London-based defense firms.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 20, 2026, serves as a watershed moment
for the consolidation of the Sino-Russian
strategic axis, anchored by President Vladimir
Putin’s high-profile visit to Beijing. The state
visit, celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
Treaty of Good-Neighborliness and Friendly
Cooperation, produced a sweeping joint
declaration on the "strengthening of the
multipolar world" and the signing of over 40
bilateral agreements. This diplomatic
offensive is clearly framed as a direct
challenge to Western hegemony, with both
nations emphasizing energy security via the
Siberia-2 pipeline and a transition to national
currencies in trade to circumvent the
"dollarized" global financial system.

Parallel to this diplomatic theatre, Russia is
aggressively signaling its military capabilities
through large-scale tactical nuclear drills
conducted in coordination with Belarus. The

deployment of nuclear-capable units and the

recent test of the RS-28 Sarmat ICBM are
presented as a "sanitary measure" to deter
NATO’s perceived encroachment. This
posturing is further complicated by a series of
drone incidents in the Baltic region, where
Russian media characterizes Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania as "NATO limithrophes" whose
territory is being weaponized by Kyiv for
strikes against the Russian Federation,
potentially triggering a direct military
response against Baltic bases.

Internally, the Russian narrative focuses on
technological sovereignty and the evolution of
modern warfare. The successful test flight of a
two-seat Su-57 stealth fighter, designed to
control drone swarms, highlights a shift
toward combat
Meanwhile, the broadcast devotes significant
airtime to exposing alleged
corruption within the Ukrainian leadership,
specifically targeting Andrey Yermak and a
network of London-based front companies
designed to embezzle Western military aid.
This serves to delegitimize the Kyiv
government while reinforcing the image of a
disciplined and technologically advancing
Russian state.

autonomous systems.

systemic
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS « The Baltic Drone Crisis and NATO

Friction
« The Putin-Xi Summit and Multipolar ° Multiple reports detail a “stray"
Architecture Ukrainian drone shot down by a
o Russia and China signed a joint Romanian F-16 over Estonian airspace,
statement on deepening their causing panic in Baltic capitals.
comprehensive partnership in the "new > The Russian Foreign Intelligence Service
era." (SVR) alleges that Ukraine is launching
o Economic ties are being reinforced terrorist drone strikes from Latvian
through the Siberia-2 gas pipeline territory against Russian rear regions.
project, which is now included in China's o Russian commentators warn that NATO's
five-year plan. "Article 5" will not protect Baltic states if
o The leaders emphasized a shared they continue to host Ukrainian proxies.

opposition to '"neocolonialism" and

unilateral sanctions, advocating for a * Evolution of the Su-57 and Autonomous

fairer system of global governance. Warfare
o A new two-seat modification of the Su-57
» Nuclear Signaling and the "Sanitary has completed its first flight, with the co-
Zone" Strategy pilot designated to manage complex
o Russia and Belarus are conducting drone swarms in combat.
tactical nuclear exercises, including the o The development is part of a broader
preparation of special munitions and "intellectualization" of the military-
delivery systems. industrial  complex, focusing  on
o Military analysts define the western advanced robotics and Al-driven battle
border of the LNR as a new state management.

frontier requiring a "buffer zone" deep
into Ukrainian territory.

o The May 12 launch of the RS-28 Sarmat
from Dombarovsky serves as a long-

* Targeted Information Warfare Against
the Kyiv Leadership

o Exposés on "U-Force," a London-based

company, claim former Ukrainian

range deterrent backdrop to regional officials are stealing aid and patents with
drills. British complicity.

o Allegations of corruption involving

Andrey Yermak and the "Firepoint"
energy scheme are used to suggest
internal power struggles and looming
instability in Kyiv.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft: The focus is
squarely on the Sino-Russian axis as the
primary alternative to Western structures. The


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260520_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260520_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260520_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260520_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260520_073000

Putin-Xi meeting is portrayed not just as a
bilateral summit but as a civilizational
alignment. Concurrently, Russia is applying
pressure on Armenia, with Sergei Shoigu
openly criticizing Yerevan's strategic drift
toward international criminal courts and
Western influence.

Armed Conflict & Militarization: Tactical
shifts on the Donbas front suggest a
"horseshoe" maneuver to encircle
Konstantinovka and cut off Ukrainian
logistics. The narrative emphasizes the
"inevitability" of capturing Dobropolye and
Pavlograd to fracture the Zaporizhzhia-
Donbas front. The use of fiber-optic drones is
highlighted as a technological solution to
NATO-supplied electronic warfare systems.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: At the CIPR
exhibition in Nizhny Novgorod, Russian
officials discussed the "intellectualization" of
the state, viewing Al as a tool for economic
and military management. The Su-57's dual-
seat configuration is a core example of this
sovereignty, allowing Russia to maintain a
technological edge in pilot-drone integration.

Global Health & Biosecurity: Russia
continues to push the narrative of US
biological malfeasance, linking outbreaks of
Ebola in Africa to  Pentagon-funded
laboratories. This narrative is used to paint
the US as a "global bioterrorist" and to justify

Russian surveillance of foreign research
programs.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: The
broadcast highlights legal disputes over
intellectual property, specifically targeting US
companies like Redcat for allegedly stealing
Ukrainian drone technology. This is part of a
broader theme of Western "technological
piracy" and legal lawlessness.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Limithrophe" Vulnerability Doctrine:
A recurring theme is the classification of
Baltic states as "limithrophes"—unimportant
border territories that have lost their
sovereignty to NATO. The broadcast suggests
that these states are being sacrificed by the
West to test Russian red lines. By framing
Baltic territory as a launchpad for Ukrainian
drone strikes, Russia is building a legal and
rhetorical case for pre-emptive strikes or the
creation of additional "sanitary zones" along
its western periphery.

The Multipolar Energy Bloc: The deepening
energy relationship between Russia, China,
and Iran is presented as an impenetrable bloc.
China’s reliance on Iranian oil and Russian
gas is framed as a strategic defense against
potential US maritime blockades. The
Siberia-2 pipeline is not merely an economic
project but a geopolitical anchor that makes a
Western-led "containment" of China
impossible.

The Delegitimization of the Kyiv Faction:
Beyond battlefield reporting, there is a
coordinated effort to portray the Zelensky
administration as a fracturing "cabal." The
specific focus on Andrey Yermak—accusing
him of everything from money laundering to
occultism—aims to foster a sense of
impending collapse in Kyiv. By highlighting

rruption in T.ondon- i hannels,
Russia seeks to undermine Western public
support for continued military financing of
Ukraine.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Ukraine: Factional Infighting and Elite
Decay
o The broadcast portrays the Kyiv
government as a nest of corruption, with
Zelensky  reportedly preparing to
sacrifice Andrey Yermak to distract from
personal failures.

o Allegations of occult rituals and the
influence of "witches" in state policy are
used to depict a regime that has lost its
moral and rational moorings.

o The creation of front companies like U-
Force suggests a leadership more
interested in capital flight than national
defense.

* Russia: Technological Mobilization and
Order

o In contrast to the perceived chaos in

Kyiv, Russian  domestic  reporting

emphasizes technological progress and

humanitarian order.

Segments on emergency responders and

the rehabilitation of veterans (e.g., the
story of Roman's eco-farm) reinforce a
narrative of social cohesion and state

o

care.

o The state-led focus on technological
sovereignty via the CIPR exhibition

serves to reassure the public that
sanctions have failed to halt progress.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia frames the international system as a

fracturing arena where the "Global South,"

led by the Sino-Russian axis, is reclaiming
sovereignty from a "decaying" West. The

broadcast portrays the US as an erratic actor,
with the "MAGA" movement and the Trump
administration (discussed as a
probability) creating further internal divisions
in the NATO alliance. The European Union is
depicted as being on the verge of a nervous
breakdown, struggling with domestic protests
in Germany and the UK, and failing to manage
the migration crisis.

future

Russia is actively weaponizing this perceived
Western instability. By conducting nuclear
exercises and highlighting the vulnerability of
undersea cables in the Persian Gulf (linked to
Iran), Moscow is projecting power far beyond
its immediate borders. The message to the
"outside world" is clear: the era of Western
dominance is over, and Russia possesses the

military and strategic weight to anchor the

new order.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic narrative is one of resilient
"bloc" trade and the terminal decline of the
Western financial model. Sanctions are
portrayed as backfiring, having driven Russia

and China into a comprehensive economic
union that is increasingly self-sufficient.

e Trade Volume: Sino-Russian  trade
turnover reached 240 billion dollars in
2025, with a significant portion now
conducted in national currencies.

* Energy Infrastructure: Russian gas
exports to China increased by 35% in the
first quarter of the year, with new contracts
for atomic energy blocks under Russian
design.

* Western  Macro-Instability:  Russian
analysts predict a massive inflationary
shock in the US due to "quantitative
easing" and the potential loss of the dollar's
status as a global reserve currency.
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* Currency Fluctuations: Claims that the
Russian ruble has strengthened
significantly against the dollar, bolstered by
increased energy revenue from the Global
South.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel shifts and rumors
indicate deepening factionalization in Kyiv
and a consolidation of military-technical
leadership in Russia.

* Andrey Yermak: Portrayed as a target of
anti-corruption stings; his political survival
is questioned as Zelensky reportedly seeks
to distance himself from Yermak's "toxic"
scandals.

* Raivis Melnis: The Latvian Defense official
is highlighted as a key link between Kyiv
and British intelligence (London), signaling
his status as a high-value target in the
"Baltic drone" narrative.

Sergei Bogdan: The legendary test pilot’s
role in the Su-57 trials signifies the
winners in the Russian military-technical
elite who are successfully integrating drone
swarm technology.

* Nikol Pashinyan: Subject to mocking
analysis; his attempts to reconcile with

Russia are framed as desperate PR

maneuvers by a leader whose government
is losing its mandate.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy is dominated by the
Sino-Russian summit and tactical nuclear
posturing, which were given maximum
airtime and nationalistic fervor. These stories
were used to project an image of global
strength and

strategic  initiative. @ The

secondary focus was the delegitimization of
the Ukrainian government through
corruption exposés, intended to demoralize
the adversary and justify the continued
"special operation."

Buried Stories included the school balcony
collapse in Sevastopol, which was minimized
to local news status despite multiple student
injuries, likely to avoid themes of domestic
infrastructure neglect.
Omissions were any detailed reporting on
Russian military casualties or the specific
economic hardships faced by ordinary citizens
due to prolonged sanctions, which were
entirely absent from the broadcast.

Conspicuous

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a struggle
between ‘"principled sovereigns" (Russia,
China, Iran) and "chaotic aggressors" (US,
NATO, Ukraine). The portrayal of the West is

consistently one of internal decay and
strategic ineptitude.
COUNTRIES

e China: Framed as the stable, civilizational
partner. Xi Jinping is portrayed as a
principled leader who recognizes the "dear
friendship" of Russia as essential for global
stability.

* The Baltic States: Portrayed as inept
puppets of NATO, whose provocative
behavior is putting their very existence at
risk. They are described as having "lost
their sovereignty" since joining the alliance.

e Iran: Characterized as a critical energy
hub and a target of "US state terrorism."
Russia frames Iran’s nuclear program as a
rational response to Western threats.
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* United States: Depicted as a chaotic,
debt-ridden empire that is weaponizing
biological agents and domestic "bio-labs"
against the world.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* U-Force: Framed as a corrupt front for the
Ukrainian-British "elite" to launder military
aid and steal technological patents.

* NATO: Portrayed as a hostile aggressor

block that is actively conducting nuclear
training (e.g., in Poland) to prepare for a
"war of attrition" against Russia.

* Magura V5 Developers: Ridiculed as

producers of "Lego constructor" drones
made of plywood and foam, whose "miracle

tech" is actually a cover for massive
financial kickbacks.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The "Baltic Drone
Crisis" appears to be a seeded narrative
designed to justify future Russian
escalations against Estonia and ILatvia. By
repeatedly citing "SVR reports" of Latvian-
based drone units, Moscow is creating a
pretext for strikes on NATO territory.

* Propaganda of Technological

Supremacy: The Su-57 two-seat flight is
weaponized as a psy-op to show that
Western electronic warfare has been
rendered obsolete by
autonomous systems.

new Russian

* Disinformation Regarding Bioweapons:

The constant linking of Ebola to Pentagon
labs serves to sow global distrust of
Western medical initiatives and justify
Russia's own clandestine biosecurity
measures.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Horseshoe" Encirclement: Based

on current front-line reports, the Russian
military will likely attempt a major
encirclement of Chasiv Yar and
Konstantinovka in the coming weeks,
leveraging the new
bridgehead.

Gaiychur river

* Pre-emptive Strikes in the Baltics: The
intensity of the rhetoric against Latvia and
Estonia suggests a high probability of a
"limited" Russian kinetic response against
drone-related targets on Baltic soil, testing
the limits of NATO's Article 5.

* Sino-Russian Currency Block: The
summit in Beijing likely finalized the
technical requirements for a joint financial
clearing system, which will be rolled out by
late 2026 to further insulate both
economies from Western sanctions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
intensification of tactical nuclear drills and
the possible declaration of a "no-fly zone" for
drones in the Baltic Sea. Internal political
purges in Kyiv, specifically targeting Yermak's
associates, are highly likely as power
struggles peak.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Construction

on the Siberia-2 pipeline will accelerate, and

Russia will likely operationalize a new "buffer
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zone" in the Kharkiv and Sumy regions. The
Su-57 modification will move into serial
production, significantly altering the tactical
drone landscape in Donbas.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The emergence of a
fully  integrated Sino-Russian-Iranian
economic and military bloc will lead to the
structural = marginalization @ of  Western
institutions. NATO will be forced to choose
between total mobilization or a negotiated
retreat from Eastern Europe, likely facilitated
by figures like Gerhard Schroder.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical landscape is defined
by high-intensity flashpoints where
miscalculation could lead to planetary-scale
escalation.

* Tactical Nuclear Miscalculation: The
risk of a nuclear accident or intended
deployment during drills. Triggers: A major
Ukrainian breakthrough or a NATO-led
strike on Russian command centers.
Likelihood: Low-Medium. Impact:
Catastrophic.  Mitigations: = Maintaining
nuclear de-confliction lines between the US
and Russia.

* Article 5 Rupture in the Baltics: A
Russian strike on a Latvian drone base.

Triggers: Continued Ukrainian drone
activity from Baltic soil. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Global Conflict.

Mitigations: Immediate de-escalation of
drone launches by Kyiv from third-country
territory.

* Global Biosecurity Failure: A laboratory
leak or Dbiological incident. Triggers:
Uncontrolled research in African bio-labs or
sabotage. Likelihood: Low. Impact: High
(Pandemic).  Mitigations:  International

surveillance and inspection of dual-use
biological facilities.

* Energy Grid Collapse in Europe: The
total cessation of Russian gas and oil.
Triggers: Sabotage of the Siberia-2 pipeline
or Iranian cable cuts. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Severe Economic Depression in EU.
Mitigations: Rapid diversification of energy

supply chains.

Internal Institutional Collapse in Kyiv:
The disintegration of the Zelensky
administration. Triggers: Arrest of Andrey
Yermak or a military coup. Likelihood:
Medium-High. Impact: Uncontrolled chaos
on the front lines. Mitigations: Formation of

a transition government involving older

European-aligned figures.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete risk assessment is hindered by
several critical omissions in the state-
controlled media narrative.

* The actual status of Russian casualties
and the social impact of the prolonged
conflict remain entirely unaddressed.

* The specific energy pricing terms of the
Siberia-2 deal were not disclosed, leaving it
unclear if China is extracting excessive
concessions from a vulnerable Russia.

* The credibility of SVR reports regarding
Latvian drone launches remains unverified
by independent international observers,
raising the risk of "false flag" pretexts.
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* The broadcast failed to address the * Develop strategies to counter the Sino-

domestic economic inflation within Russian financial clearing system before
Russia, which could undermine long-term it achieves critical mass and bypasses the
stability despite technological gains. SWIFT system entirely.

For Private Sector/Investors:
CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS e Diversify global tech supply chains away
from regions vulnerable to Sino-Russian
* The China Trap: While portrayed as an "technological sovereignty" initiatives.

equal partnership, the Beijing summit may
actually signal Russia’s transition to a
vassal state of China. The massive trade
and energy deals could be a form of "debt-
trap diplomacy" that limits Russian
sovereignty in the long term.

* Hedge against energy commodity
volatility as the Siberia-2 pipeline and
Iranian energy flows become the dominant
drivers of the Eurasian market.

* Assess the regulatory compliance risks
of any continued involvement in London-
based defense "front" companies linked to
the Ukrainian conflict.

* Nuclear Drills as Maskirovka: The
tactical nuclear exercises might be a
distraction for a conventional Black Swan
event, such as a large-scale underwater
sabotage operation against NATO internet LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
cables, which were mentioned as a
vulnerability.

Legislative activity focused on cementing
strategic alliances and hardening military

* Yermak as a Double Agent: The intense posturing against perceived external threats.

focus on Yermak’s corruption could be a

cover for a secret negotiation channel. By e BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

publicly attacking him, Moscow might be o Russian-Chinese Multipolar
shielding him as he works toward a back- Declaration: A strategic policy
channel peace deal. document formalizing the shift away
from Western governance and dollar-
RECOMMENDATIONS & based trade.
IMPLICATIONS o LNR State Border Policy: New
regulations defining the westward
For Statecraft/Public Sector: border of the Lugansk People’s Republic
as a permanent Russian frontier
* Immediately enhance monitoring of Baltic- requiring a buffer zone.

Russian border zones for potential

i . . . . . o NATO Article 5 Review: (Discussed in
kinetic escalations disguised as anti-drone

subtext) Baltic-level debates on

operations. - .. - o
restricting Ukrainian military activities
* Prepare diplomatic contingency plans for a on their soil to avoid triggering Russian
post-Zelensky leadership transition in retaliation.

Kyiv as elite infighting reaches critical
levels.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Putin-Xi Press Conference: A major

event reinforcing the "dear friendship"

nd join mmitmen new gl 1
order.
o CIPR 2026 (Nizhny Novgorod): A

government-led technological forum
focused on Al and robotics sovereignty.

o Shoigu’s Yerevan Briefing: A critical
diplomatic press event where Shoigu
rebuked Armenia for its shift toward the
International Criminal Court.

KEY STORIES

* Putin’s State Visit to China: A two-day
summit in Beijing resulted in a joint

declaration on a multipolar world and 40+

economic deals.

Tactical Nuclear Exercises: Russia and
Belarus conducted drills to prepare nuclear
munitions in response to NATO aggression.

* Baltic Drone Incident: A Ukrainian drone
shot down over Estonia triggered a
regional security crisis and threats from
Moscow.

* Su-57 Twin-Seat First Flight: A new
modification of the stealth fighter designed
to control drone swarms completed its

initial trials.

e Strike on Yuzhmash: Russian forces

struck the Yuzhmash plant, reportedly

destroying "Flamingo" rocket production
and drone assembly lines.

e Donetsk Front Advancement: Russian

units breached the Gaiychur river line,

moving to encircle Konstantinovka.

* U-Force Corruption Exposé: Allegations
that a London-based company is stealing
military aid involving former Ukrainian and
current British officials.

Oreshnik Missile Deployment:
Deployment of the Oreshnik hypersonic
system framed as a deterrent against
European NATO members.

Armenian Strategic Drift: Shoigu’s
critique of Armenia’s international legal

maneuvers and distancing from Moscow.

US Bio-lab Accusations: Continued
that US labs in Africa are
responsible for recent Ebola outbreaks.

claims

Mariupol Liberation Anniversary: The
4th anniversary of the capture of Azovstal
celebrated with
reconstruction.

focus on city

RS-28 Sarmat Test: Confirmation of the
May 12 ICBM launch from Dombarovsky as
part of strategic deterrence.

Magura V5 Technical Critique: Reports
mocking the crude construction of
Ukrainian maritime drones as a cover for
corruption.

Sevastopol School Accident: Local

reports on a balcony collapse at School 91,

injuring several students.

Iran Energy Lifeline: Analysis of Iran as

China’s primary oil provider and a target

for US maritime disruption.

Undersea Cable Vulnerability: Threats
regarding the Persian Gulf cables and the
impact of potential cuts on global IT
infrastructure.

US FMS System Critique: Claims that the
US Foreign Military Sales system is
designed to profit from allies while
providing inferior tech support.

Siberia-2 Pipeline Integration: Inclusion
of the gas pipeline into China's latest five-
year economic plan.

Roman’s Eco-Farm: A humanitarian
interest story about a wounded veteran
building a new life with state support.
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* Dynamic NATO Drills:
Reporting on NATO naval exercises in the
Atlantic as a provocation against the Baltic
fleet.

Mongoose

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj rg/announcing-our-
media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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