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RISK ASSESSMENT & FUTURE OUTLOOK
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+ Cuba “Extraction” Scenario imminent.

+ 0il shock >$120 if mediation fails.

+ Ebola spillover to Kinshasa likely.

+ Formatize Pakistani mediation.

+ NATO-led biosecurity task force for DRC.
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GLOBAL INSTABILITY PEAKS AS THE
WHO DECLARES A HIGH-RISK
EBOLA OUTBREAK, US-IRAN WAR
ENTERS A DIPLOMATIC
STALEMATE, AND THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION INTENSIFIES
PRESSURE ON CUBA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 22, 2026, was defined by a critical
convergence of biological, military, and
economic crises. The World Health
Organization (WHO) upgraded the risk of the
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) to "very high" at the national
and regional levels, as the Bundibugyo strain
spread rapidly amidst civil unrest and attacks
on medical infrastructure. Simultaneously, the
US-Israel war with Iran reached its 84th day
with a deepening impasse over the Strait of
Hormuz. While US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio noted "slight progress" in Pakistani-
mediated talks, the US maintained a heavy
naval presence and threatened "Option B" if
diplomatic efforts to reopen the waterway
failed.

In the United States, the Trump
administration signaled a major strategic

pivot toward the Western Hemisphere. The
indictment of 94-year-old Raul Castro and the
arrest of the sister of a top Cuban military
official suggest the administration is seeking a
foreign policy "win" in Cuba to offset domestic
dissatisfaction with the Iran war. This posture
is underscored by the swearing-in of Kevin
Warsh as Chairman of the Federal Reserve at
the White House, a move that critics argue
further politicizes the central bank as it faces
pressure to cut interest rates despite 48-year-
high inflation. The resignation of Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, citing
personal reasons, adds to a stream of high-
profile departures, signaling ongoing volatility
within the cabinet.

European allies expressed profound confusion
over shifting US military commitments,
particularly regarding a flip-flop on troop
deployments to Poland. While NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte attempted to project
unity, reports of European members "secretly
planning" alternative defense
highlight a growing trust deficit. These
geopolitical tensions occur against a backdrop
of environmental and social milestones,
including a record-breaking 47°C heatwave in
India and the end of a television era with the
final broadcast of Stephen Colbert’s Late
Show.

structures

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Global Health Crisis Escalates: The
WHO has declared the Ebola outbreak in
the DRC a high-priority emergency. The
rare Bundibugyo species, which has a
33% fatality rate, is currently spreading
without an approved  vaccine or
therapeutic, complicated by local beliefs in
witchcraft and attacks on hospital tents.
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US-Iran War Stalemate: On day 84 of the
conflict, Iran continues to choke the Strait
of Hormuz, demanding a tolling system that

* Ukraine reports significant advances in

drone warfare, with the number of Russian
long-range drones shot down by interceptor

the US and UK characterize as a violation
of international law. Mediators from
Pakistan and Qatar are in Tehran
attempting to bridge the gap between US
demands for nuclear disarmament and
Iranian demands for unfrozen assets.

drones doubling in four months.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* Global oil buffers are largely depleted due
to the Persian Gulf blockade, with oil prices
hovering around $105 a barrel and US
gasoline reaching $4.50 a gallon.

Aggressive Posture Toward Cuba: The
US Department of Justice has indicted Raul
Castro for a 1996 plane shoot-down and
arrested Adys Lastres Morera, sister of the
head of GAESA, the Cuban military’s
economic arm. This is framed as a national
given Russian and
Chinese influence on the island.

* The tech sector is bracing for a "mega IPO"
year, with SpaceX, OpenAl, and Anthropic
all seeking listings to fund the massive
"cash burn" required for AI model

i N ; development.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Politicization of the Federal Reserve:
Kevin Warsh was sworn in as the 17th
Chair of the Fed during a ceremony at the
White House. President Trump publicly

urged Warsh to let the economy boom,

* Scientists at Oxford are fast-tracking an
experimental Ebola vaccine wusing the

platform  technology developed  for

Covid-19, aiming for clinical trials within

while Jerome Powell remains on the board 2-3 months.

in an "unusual move" to protect the bank's e The UK government is proposing

independence. mandatory ID checks for sunbed users as
« NATO Commitment Confusion: skin cancer cases surpass 20,000 annually.

Confusion reigned as the US announced,
then canceled, then re-announced a 5,000-
troop deployment to Poland. The mercurial
policy is viewed as a sign of American
dissatisfaction with European reluctance to
join operations against Iran.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* President Trump postponed an executive
order on Al guardrails, fearing that over-

regulation would dull America's
competitive edge against China.

* A 95-minute Al-generated film, Hell Grind,
premiered at Cannes, signaling a paradigm
shift in the film industry's cost and
production models.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The US military maintains 80,000 troops in

Europe but is actively re-evaluating its
posture to prioritize the Iran theater and

Indo-Pacific obligations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Regional Ties: A
recurring theme is the administration’s use of
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personalized diplomacy to bypass traditional
multilateral institutions. The troop
deployment to Poland was specifically linked
to Trump's relationship with the Polish
president, just as the pressure on Cuba is
driven by the domestic electoral importance
of South Florida’s Cuban-American diaspora.
This trend suggests a move away from long-
term strategic plans toward a "transactional"
international order where alliance
commitments are used as leverage for
immediate geopolitical or political goals.

The Evolution of Asymmetric Warfare: The
conflict in Ukraine and the blockade by Iran
highlight that conventional military
superiority is being challenged by "low-tech,
high-speed" innovations. Ukrainian forces are
using Al-guided ground vehicles to capture
Russian soldiers, while Iran's "mosaic layered"
defense system in the Strait of Hormuz—
consisting of drones, speedboats, and mines—
has effectively deterred Western navies from
forcing the waterway open. The inability of
high-cost carrier strike groups to easily clear
these low-cost threats indicates a fundamental
shift in the global risk matrix.

The Institutional Stress Test: National and
international institutions are being pushed to
their breaking points. The Fed's independence
is under public assault; NATO is facing a
"trust deficit" so severe that members are
planning for a post-US future; and the public
health system in the DRC is collapsing under
the weight of Ebola and local superstition. The
theme of the day is "restoring integrity," as
leaders like Kevin Warsh and Mark Rutte
attempt to defend the core mandates of their
organizations against unprecedented political
and operational interference.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The nation is grappling with a
fractured political landscape. Polling shows
President Trump with a 37% approval rating,
his lowest to date, as the public blames the
administration for high energy prices and the
ongoing war. Despite this, "Maga" loyalists
have secured key primary victories against
moderate Republicans, effectively purging the
party of dissent. This consolidation of power
within the party is creating a "lame duck" fear
among those worried about a loss of the
House in the upcoming mid-terms. The
creation of a $1.8 billion "weaponization fund"
to compensate Trump allies has sparked a
"screaming fest" in the Senate, signaling a
major fissure between the White House and
establishment lawmakers.

United Kingdom: Domestic stability is
threatened by a "tired" political class and
shifting social norms. The Labour Party faces
internal turmoil as Andy Burnham launches a
bid for the Makerfiel ion, positioning
himself as a future challenger to Sir Keir
Starmer. Meanwhile, the implementation of
single-sex space guidance and investigations
into Royal Mail performance and Prince
Andrew's conduct suggest an environment of
deep public distrust in institutional service
delivery and moral leadership.

Democratic Republic of Congo: The state's
capacity is non-existent in eastern provinces.
The storming of hospitals and burning of tents
by families seeking to reclaim the bodies of
Ebola victims highlights a total breakdown in
social order and trust between the population
and the government/WHO.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is characterized by
strategic decoupling. The US is projecting
power aggressively in its "near abroad"
(Cuba/Venezuela) while simultaneously
threatening to leave NATO on a whim. This
frames the world as a hostile threat matrix
where the US acts solo or through bilateral
deals rather than through established blocs.
Europe, in response, is retreating into a
defensive posture, increasing its own defense
spending to 4-5% of GDP to compensate for
perceived American unreliability. China is
exploiting this gap by sending solar panels
and batteries to Cuba to bypass the US fuel
blockade, asserting its role as an alternative
provider of critical infrastructure in the
Western Hemisphere.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Geopolitical risks are now the primary driver
of market behavior, with traditional economic
data being overshadowed by war planning
and trade blockades. Global markets are
pricing in a "new normal" of targeted supply
chain disruptions.

Key Economic Vectors

* Commodities: Brent crude is at $105 per
barrel due to the Strait of Hormuz
blockade; US gasoline is at $4.50/gallon.

* Inflation: US inflation is at a 48-year high,
driven by energy costs and tariffs.

* Capital Flows: $18 trillion in investment
has been pledged to the US over the last 11
months, largely driven by onshoring of chip
manufacturing (goal of 50% US capacity).

* IPOs: SpaceX is filing for an IPO that could
value the firm at $1.75 trillion; OpenAl is
targeting a $1 trillion valuation.

* Corporate Divestment: Australian chain
Guzman y Gomez has exited the US
market citing poor sales and economic
headwinds.

* Infrastructure: 1,600 ships are currently

waiting to exit the Persian Gulf; global oil
buffers are largely depleted.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

A significant reshuffling of the US national
security and economic leadership suggests a
drive for total loyalty over technocratic
experience.

* Kevin Warsh: Sworn in as Fed Chair. His
mandate is to return the Fed to a smaller
footprint like that of the 1990s and
potentially implement the President's low-
interest-rate agenda.

* Tulsi Gabbard: Resigned as Director of
National Intelligence. While her
husband's health is the official cause, her
absence from recent discussions on the
Iran war suggests a deeper policy rift.

* Aaron Lucas: Gabbard’s deputy and a
long-time CIA veteran becomes acting
DNI, a shift that may mend the
administration's tense relationship with the
intelligence community.

* Pep Guardiola: Confirmed to be leaving
Manchester City at the end of the season,

marking the end of a decade-long
dominance in English football.

* Raul Castro: His indictment by the US
effectively ends any chance of diplomatic
reconciliation with the current Cuban
leadership.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial posture is anxiety-
driven and scattered, reflecting a day of
multiple high-intensity crises. The "Lead
Stories" are the Ebola outbreak and the US-
Iran war, both of which are presented as
escalating threats with no clear resolution.
The coverage of Stephen Colbert’s exit and
the England World Cup squad serves as a
populist, nationalistic distraction from the
grim realities of the war and the pandemic. A
significant "Buried Story" is the
uninvestigated settler violence in the West
Bank, which is given substantial time but is
framed as a "Wild West" scenario beyond the
reach of international law. A Conspicuous
Omission is the total lack of coverage on
climate change as a driver for the record-
breaking heatwaves; the focus remains
strictly on the public health symptoms (dead
fish, power cuts) rather than the systemic
cause.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a world where the
old "rules-based order" is dead, replaced by a
theater of raw power and "transactional"
loyalty. Nations are categorized not by their
values, but by their utility to the US
administration's immediate goals.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States (President Trump):
Portrayed as mercurial, powerful, and
populist. He 1is seen as bypassing
traditional media to "shape the world" via
Truth Social. Quote: "If Trump wants it to

happen, it probably will."

* Cuba (Raul Castro): Framed as a
principled enemy but weak victim. The
regime is described as the "most dangerous
moment" since 1962, yet its people are

sinking like a rock without fuel.

* Iran (Ayatollah/Regime): Characterized
as hostile and opportunistic. They are
"trying to hijack the whole global economy"
while maintaining a "hardest line possible"
in negotiations.

Poland (The "Friend"): Portrayed as a
stable, loyal ally that earns US troops by
having a "long-time supporter" of Trump as
president.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* WHO (Dr. Tedros): Framed as competent
but overwhelmed. They are the primary
source of truth for the Ebola crisis, yet they
are constantly playing catch-up with a
fragmented health system.

» Starlink (Elon Musk): Characterized as a

critical but unreliable actor. It
"underpins all military operations" in
Ukraine but is viewed as a "big problem"
because it can be turned off whenever he

wants.

* GAESA: Framed as a corrupt military
conglomerate that controls 70% of the
Cuban economy and must be dismantled as
a prerequisite for US aid.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The "meta-narrative" of the day is the
unpredictability of presidential
communication. The use of Truth Social to
telegate war plans and policy shifts is
described as a "superpower" that allows the
administration to 1 media.
However, this creates a "vacuum" of truth


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260522_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260522_020000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260522_233000_Talking_Business
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260522_233000_Talking_Business
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260522_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri

where markets react to single posts,
sometimes based on Al- ! " or
internet memes. Domestic propaganda is
evident in the framing of the $1.8 billion fund
as '"restitution" for "political prosecution," a
narrative seeding effort aimed at the Maga
base. Conversely, the "Havana Syndrome" and
"voter fraud" claims are recycled to maintain
a state of permanent informational friction.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Cuba Extraction" Scenario: Given
the indictment of Raul Castro and the
carrier deployment, the US is likely
preparing for a limited ‘“extraction"
operation targeting high-level Cuban
officials, similar to the January operation in
Venezuela against Maduro.

* 0il Shock Escalation: With global buffers
depleted and Iran refusing to open the
Strait, a "spike" in oil prices above $120/
barrel is imminent if Pakistani mediation
fails in the next few weeks.

Ebola Spillover: The detection of Ebola in
South Kivu and near the Ugandan border,
combined with the lack of an approved
vaccine, suggests a high likelihood of the
outbreak reaching Kinshasa, which would
trigger a global "Level 3" pandemic alert.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect the US
to finalize the deportation of Adys Lastres
Morera and potentially issue an ultimatum
to the Cuban government. In the UK, the
Makerfield by-election will serve as a
referendum on Starmer’s leadership.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Ankara NATO Summit in July will be the
theater for a major confrontation over
"burden sharing," with the US potentially
shrinking its Nato force model contribution.
Kevin Warsh will likely face his first major
test if inflation does not drop by the June
Fed meeting.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
"European pillar" of NATO will likely
emerge as the EU formalizes alternative
defense structures. The Al industry will
move from a "hype" phase to a "profitability
or bust" phase following the OpenAl/
SpaceX IPOs.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk to global stability is the
convergence of regional wars with a total
collapse of international trust in the US
security umbrella.

* Global Energy Collapse: The risk of a
sustained closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
Triggers: Failure of the Tehran talks or a
military "Option B" launch. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic; global

Mitigations: Successful

Pakistani mediation or the activation of the

UK-French mechanism for minesweeping.

* Ebola Pandemic: The risk of the
Bundibugyo strain reaching major aviation
hubs. Triggers: Insecure borders in the
DRC and Uganda. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High; travel bans and economic
shutdown. Mitigations: Rapid deployment

of the Oxford experimental vaccine.

recession.
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* Cuban Missile Crisis 2.0: The risk of a
US invasion of Cuba. Triggers: Increased
Russian/Chinese military presence on the
island. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Regional war; migration crisis.
Mitigations: A "Venezuela-style"
negotiated settlement including Helms-
Burton title suspensions.

* Bundibugyo Index Case: The failure to
trace the index case of the Ebola outbreak
means all current infection numbers are
likely severe undercounts.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Al Disinformation Event: The risk of Al- * The "Cuba Distraction": Contrarian view:

generated content triggering a market flash
crash or civil unrest. Triggers: Deepfake
policy announcements on social media.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High; erosion
of trust in the "Fifth Estate." Mitigations:
Implementation of state-level Al guardrails.

Indian Social Collapse: The risk of 47°C+
heatwaves leading to mass mortality and
power grid failure. Triggers: Monsoon
delay. Likelihood: High. Impact: Extreme;
humanitarian crisis. Mitigations:

Immediate scaling of renewable energy

microgri

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete risk analysis is hampered by the
lack of transparency in several critical areas.

e The F-35 "Kill Switch": The mention of
Denmark’s fear of an American-controlled
kill switch in European fighters is a massive
escalation in defense discourse that
remains unverified and unexplained.

Operation Epic Fury: The network
mentions this mission as "finished" but
possibly re-commencing without providing
any detail on what the operation actually
entails.

Omaze Odds: While covering the "lifestyle
lottery," the network ignores the lack of
transparency regarding the actual odds of
winning, potentially legitimizing an
unregulated gambling model.

The escalation in Cuba is not about national
security, but a deliberate "wag the dog"
strategy to distract the US media from
record petrol prices and the 37% approval
rating. By creating a crisis with a familiar
historical enemy, the administration can
consolidate the "Maga" base ahead of the
mid-terms without solving the Iran war.

The "NATO Strategic Bluff": Contrarian
view: The confusion over troops in Poland is
not ineptitude, but a calculated
psychological operation to keep European
allies in a state of permanent uncertainty,
forcing them to over-spend on defense and
reducing their ability to challenge US
economic tariffs.

Black Swan - The AI Coup: An Al-
generated "policy memo" leaked on social
media that appears 100% authentic leads
to a trillion-dollar market wipeout in the
hours before the OpenAl IPO, leading to a
permanent ban on AI use in financial
communications.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

e Formalize the Pakistani mediation track

with Iran to prevent a unilateral US "Option
B" which would destabilize the global
energy market.
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* Coordinate a NATO-led biosecurity task
force to assist the DRC, as the current civil
unrest indicates that the WHO alone lacks
the security backing to contain the
Bundibugyo strain.

* Establish a Transatlantic AI Regulatory
Council to prevent the "patchwork" of laws
that currently hinder velopment and
creates legal warfare between jurisdictions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Diversification: Companies must
accelerate land-based "multimodal”
logistics to h rait of Hormuz, as
the tolling system is likely to become
permanent.

* Regulatory Compliance: Tech firms must
prepare for the "newsom effect," where
California's AI labor laws become the
national default.

* Capital Allocation: Shift focus toward Al
firms with high "capital ratio efficiency"
(e.g., Anthropic) rather than those solely
reliant on massive cash-burning
infrastructure.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The week was marked by intense legislative
gridlock and the use of budget "reconciliation"
as a weapon of political warfare.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The $70 Billion Immigration Bill: A
measure to fund ICE and Border
Protection, currently stalled in the Senate

because it includes a $200 million "slush
fund" for White House ballroom security.

War Powers Resolution: A bipartisan
effort in the House to halt the Iran war,
which was canceled at the last minute by
Republican leadership fearing it would

pass.

The $1.8 Billion "Weaponization Fund":
A proposal to compensate Trump allies for

legal fees, facing extreme opposition from
retiring Republicans like Thom Tillis.

Save America Act: A major administration

initiative currently being pushed by
Speaker Mike Johnson.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Federal Reserve Swearing-In: A rare
White House ceremony for Kevin Warsh
that signaled the end of the Greenspan-
Bernanke era.

Helsingborg NATO Ministerial: A
meeting defined by Marco Rubio's public
expressions of disappointment in the
alliance’s Iran policy.

WHO Geneva Briefing: A critical press
conference where the head of the WHO
upgraded the risk level for Ebola and
confirmed new hantavirus cases in the
Netherlands.

KEY STORIES

Ebola Bundibugyo Outbreak: 750
suspected cases and 177 deaths in the
DRC. The WHO warns of "very high"
national risk. Hospitals in Ituri were set on
fire by grieving families.

US-Iran War Negotiations: Pakistan’s
army chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir,
mediates in Tehran. The US demands an
end to the Hormuz blockade and nuclear
transparency.
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Indictment of Raul Castro: The US
charges the former Cuban leader with
murder related to the 1996 shoot-down of
two civilian planes. A carrier group arrives
in the Caribbean.

Kevin Warsh takes the Fed: The new
chair pledges independence but is
pressured by Trump to deliver rate cuts to
combat economic slowing.

Tulsi Gabbard Resigns: The DNI leaves to
support her husband, Abraham, through
rare bone cancer. Aaron Lucas takes over
as acting director.

NATO Troop Flip-Flop: 5,000 troops sent
to Poland after the Pentagon previously
canceled a  4,000-man  deployment.
Confusion grows over the "America First"
withdrawal from Germany.

Ukraine "Deep Strike" Capabilities:
Ukraine asserts it can now conduct kinetic

strikes on Moscow and beyond using

organic technology.

England World Cup Squad: Manager
Tomas Tuchel omits Phil Foden and Cole
Palmer, citing a need for "specialists" and
a "balanced squad" for the 26-man team.

Pep Guardiola Exit: The legendary
manager will leave Manchester City at the
season’s end. Michael Carrick is
confirmed as the replacement for the
following season.

Stephen Colbert’s Final Show: The Late
Show ends on CBS after 33 years. Critics
claim
following a $16 million lawsuit settlement.

it was ax for liti

Indian Heatwave: Temperatures reach 47
Celsius in North India. 97 of the world's
100 hottest cities are currently in India,
causing mass power grid failure.

* Beluga Whale Self-Awareness:
Researchers publish 20-year study showing

whales recognizing themselves in mirrors.

* Prince Andrew Misconduct Inquiry: UK
detectives  investigate allegations of
misconduct in public office and leaking

of trade reports to Jeffrey Epstein.

* Meta Lawsuit Settlement: Instagram
owner settles with Breathitt County
School District over the "youth mental

health crisis" caused by addictive design.

* Cannes Al Movie: Hell Grind, an Al-
generated heist film, debuts after being
made in 14 days for under $500,000.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
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coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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