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MILITARIZED DOMESTIC
ENFORCEMENT AND MIGRATORY
WARFARE DEFINE A FRACTURED

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The domestic landscape of the United States
on May 22, 2026, is characterized by a rapid
escalation in militarized immigration
enforcement and a fundamental restructuring
of citizenship laws under the second Trump
administration. The confirmation of HSI and
ICE agents being deployed to World Cup
2026 stadiums signals a transition toward
pervasive surveillance in public life, ostensibly
to combat criminal activity, yet deeply
unsettling to immigrant communities during
major sporting events. This enforcement push
is coupled with an aggressive legal strategy to
revoke naturalized citizenship for alleged
fraud and a looming Supreme Court decision
on the birthright citizenship executive
order, which the administration frames as a
necessary measure for economic

sustainability against birthright citizenship.

Concurrently, the administration is facing
intense scrutiny over a proposed $1.776
billion fund intended to compensate "victims

of political persecution," a move widely seen
as a mechanism to reward participants in the
January 6 Capitol attacks. This has sparked
rare public discord within the Republican
party, even as the administration maintains its
hardline stance on external foes. The
indictment of Raul Castro for the 1996
shootdown of "Brothers to the Rescue"
aircraft and the deployment of the USS
Nimitz carrier group to the Caribbean
represent a projection of power that regional
neighbors, particularly Mexico, view with

deep skepticism criticizing the timing.

Domestic stability is further strained by
economic and environmental crises. Record
gas prices, exceeding $6.14 per gallon in
California, are linked to the ongoing conflict
with Iran, impacting 45 million Memorial Day
travelers Memorial Day travel record. Public
health concerns are also mounting, with a
global Ebola outbreak triggering DHS flight
diversions and a surge in Valley Fever
affecting agricultural workers in the San
Joaquin Valley, highlighting a convergence of
migratory, health, and labor risks that the
current governance framework is struggling

to contain Ebola flight diversions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Systematic Dismantling of
Birthright Citizenship and
Naturalization

* The administration is moving to accelerate
investigations into naturalized citizens
suspected of providing false information,
with DOJ lawyers specifically reassigned for
this purpose naturaliz

itizenshi
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* The Supreme Court is expected to rule on
the executive order ending birthright
citizenship in the coming weeks, a decision
that could  historically alter U.S.
jurisprudence Supreme Court birthright

* New USCIS mandates require temporary
visa holders (students, tourists, workers) to
process residency applications from their
countries of origin, ending "adjustment of
status" within the U.S. USCIS residency
memo.

Militarization of Public Spaces and
Critical Events

* Secretary of Homeland Security Mark
Wayne Mullen confirmed that immigration
agents will be deployed daily at World Cup
2026 stadiums agents in stadiums.

* ICE deaths in custody have reached record
highs, with over 50 deaths and at least five
suicides reported this year under the
second Trump administration deaths in
custody.

* The deployment of the USS Nimitz to the
Caribbean is being characterized by the
administration as a humanitarian mission,
though critics and foreign leaders view it as
a tool of intimidation USS Nimitz
deployment.

Geopolitical Tensions and Global
Health Risks

* A global Ebola outbreak in the DRC and
neighboring regions has prompted DHS to
reroute international flights to specific
airports for enhanced screening Ebola

health protocols.

* The U.S. indictment of Raul Castro for a
thirty-year-old incident has been met with
defiance from the Cuban government and
criticism from Mexican President Claudia

Sheinbaum Mexico rejects charges.

* Regional labor laws in California are under
pressure as the state considers a ban on
artificial stone to prevent an epidemic of
silicosis among Latino workers artificial
stone ban.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The

administration continues to project force both

domestically and abroad, utilizing HSI and

ICE as frontline security for sporting events

and deploying carrier groups to influence

regional dynamics in the Caribbean ICE
1 lla] on.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Police brutality
at Fairfield High School has sparked
significant protests, highlighting the volatility
of law enforcement interactions with youth,
while the city of San Francisco celebrates the
first anniversary of "Drug-Free Sidewalks"
despite  continued visible homelessness

Fairfield student protest.

Global Health & Biosecurity: The Ebola
outbreak is being treated as both a medical
emergency and a border security issue, with
DHS implementing selective travel
restrictions and health controls at Dulles

airport Ebola travel screening.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
resignation of Tulsi Gabbard as Director of
National Intelligence signals potential internal
fractures regarding the administration's
offensive stance in the conflict with Iran

Gabbard resignation.
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Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: The
administration is leveraging the IRS and DO]J
to protect elite figures while simultaneously
tightening the net on immigrants through new
USCIS memos that bypass established legal
precedent IRS audit agreement.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the
Administrative State

A prominent theme is the repurposing of
government agencies to achieve ideological
ends. The transfer of USCIS lawyers to the
DOJ for denaturalization cases and the
creation of a $1.776 billion compensation fund
managed by executive-picked commissioners
illustrate a move away from traditional legal
frameworks toward a more centralized,
executive-controlled system of rewards and
punishments denaturalization lawyer transfer.
The symbolic $1.776 billion figure reinforces a
nationalist narrative, positioning the
administration as the protector of "victims"
from a supposed political persecution

compensation fund controversy.

Convergence of Health Crisis and
Border Enforcement

The management of the Ebola outbreak and
Valley Fever shows a trend of securitizing
public health. Travel from Ebola-affected
regions is being funneled through high-
security checkpoints, while the lack of
employer accountability for Valley Fever
infections among workers
highlights a systemic neglect of immigrant
labor health in favor of productivity Valley

Fever agricultural impact.

agricultural

The EFErosion of the "American

Dream" Narrative

Testimonies from families of those who died in
ICE custody or were deported despite decades
of residency suggest a collapse of the
traditional narrative of immigrant upward
mobility. The VTA construction in San Jose,
which is forcing long-standing Latino
businesses to close, serves as a local
microcosm for how 'progress" is often
achieved at the expense of vulnerable
communities La Grulla restaurant closing.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Domestic stability in the United States is
being undermined by deep partisan
polarization and a sense of institutional decay.
The administration's proposal to compensate
January 6 participants has created a rift even
among Republicans, suggesting that the
"political persecution" narrative may be
reaching its limit within the elite GOP
backlash on fund. Meanwhile, public trust in
law enforcement is further eroded by high-
profile incidents of police violence, such as
the Fairfield High School case, which led to
student walkouts and community outrage
Fairfiel li rutali

Labor dynamics are also shifting, as
evidenced by the debate over banning
artificial stone in California. This represents a
conflict between industrial interests and the
health of the immigrant workforce, with the
state potentially becoming the first to enact
such a ban to mitigate silicosis silicosis
legislation. The record high gas prices are
causing direct domestic hardship, forcing 40%
of families to cut back on medical care or
food, creating a fertile ground for future civil

unrest gas price impact on families.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_060000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_003000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_060000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_060000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_013000_Noticias_Telemundo
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260522_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_48

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The administration portrays the international
arena as a hostile space where U.S. interests
must be defended through aggressive
unilateralism. The indictment of Raul Castro
and the USS Nimitz deployment are framed
not just as security measures but as a
reckoning for historical grievances Raul
Castro indictment. However, this posture is
meeting resistance from regional partners like
Mexico, whose leadership views U.S. actions
as archaic and counterproductive to regional
stability Sheinbaum criticism of U.S..

Strategic maneuverability is being exercised
through "migratory warfare"—negotiating
secret agreements with countries like the
Dominican Republic to accept third-country
deportees in exchange for aid or visa
third  country  deportation
agreements. This weaponization of economic
statecraft allows the administration to project
its border policy onto foreign territories,
effectively enforcement and
creating new geopolitical blocs based on
compliance with U.S. migratory demands.

concessions

outsourcing

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The U.S. economy is navigating a period of
high volatility driven by energy costs and an
aggressive shift in regulatory and lending
policies for non-citizens. The conflict with Iran
remains the primary -catalyst for energy
inflation, with significant knock-on effects for
consumer spending and the travel industry
during the peak Memorial Day season.

* Energy Costs: Average national gas price
is $4.55, with California seeing a record

$6.14 per gallon gas price statistics.

* Government Spending: $170 billion has
been allocated for immigration
enforcement, the largest such amount in

U.S. history immigration spending record.

* Commodities and Labor: The proposed
ban on artificial stone in California
threatens the supply chain for residential
construction and remodeling artificial stone
ban impact.

Financial Services: A new executive order
is pressuring banks to restrict credit and
account access for ITIN holders and
undocumented immigrants bank account
restrictions.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant personnel shifts indicate ongoing
internal friction within the administration's
national security and intelligence apparatus,
as well as a consolidating focus on loyalist-led
enforcement commissions.

* Tulsi Gabbard: Resigned as Director of
National Intelligence. Strategic analysis
suggests her departure stems from
opposition to the military offensive against
Iran, creating a vacancy in a critical
security post during an active conflict
Gabbard . . lysis.

* Mark Wayne Mullen: Secretary of DHS,
has emerged as the public face of the
militarized World Cup security and mass
detention initiatives, signaling his central
role in the administration's domestic
posture Mullen stadium announcement.

* Todd Blanch: Legal counsel for Trump,
acknowledged the "unusual" nature of the
$1.776 billion fund, suggesting he remains
a key intermediary between the president's
private interests and public policy Todd

Blanch fund testimony.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Telemundo’s coverage is heavily weighted
toward immigration enforcement and its
human impact, using a fear-inducing tone
balanced with practical advice for
communities under threat. The lead stories
focus on the militarization of the World Cup,
birthright citizenship, and the tragic deaths in
ICE custody, emphasizing the immediate
danger to the network's core demographic.
Buried stories include the specific details of
the conflict with Iran, which is treated as a
backdrop to gas price inflation rather than a
primary geopolitical event. Conspicuous
omissions include a deep analysis of the
military readiness of the Nimitz group and the
potential for the Ebola outbreak to affect
domestic agricultural supply chains beyond
the San Joaquin Valley.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a theater of American
retribution and health containment, with
neighbors increasingly characterized by their
level of cooperation with U.S. enforcement
goals.

COUNTRIES

* Mexico: Portrayed as a resistant but
critical neighbor. President Sheinbaum is
framed as a principled defender of regional
sovereignty against archaic U.S.

indictments Mexico sovereignty framing.

* Cuba: Framed as a hostile relic of the past,
with its leadership indicted for murder to
justify modern U.S. naval posturing Cuba

indictment framing.

* Dominican Republic / El Salvador:
Framed as transactional partners who
trade sovereignty (accepting U.S.
deportees) for stability
transactional allies.

economic

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Implicitly portrayed as an
aggressive, transformational leader who is
"accelerating" policies to dismantle
birthright citizenship Trump birthright
push.

* Claudia Sheinbaum: Portrayed as a stable
and competent leader challenging U.S.
ineptitude in timing historical indictments

heinbaum 1 rshi rtrayal.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The administration is actively seeding a meta-
narrative of "political persecution" to justify
the creation of the $1.776 billion fund. The
use of the symbolic "1.776" figure is a clear
attempt at narrative branding, equating the
protection of the president’s allies with the
founding of the nation. Concurrently, the DHS
and USCIS are using memos to bypass
legislative debate, creating a situation where
policy is enacted through administrative fiat
before the public or legal challenges can react
USCIS policy seed.

Narrative manipulation is also evident in the
framing of the Nimitz deployment; the
administration’s "humanitarian" label
contradicts the carrier group’s destroyer and
air wing components, suggesting a psy-op
intended to normalize military presence in the
Caribbean under a benevolent guise Nimitz
humanitarian narrative.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The Collapse of Naturalized Status

o If the DQJ’s denaturalization initiative
succeeds, the distinction between "natural-
born" and ‘"naturalized"
become functionally extinct, creating a two-
tiered citizenship system based on political

citizens will

loyalty or investigative scrutiny
denaturalization trend.
Regional Integration through
Enforcement

* The "secret agreements" for third-country
deportations suggest a new regional
architecture where U.S. aid is contingent
on becoming a satellite detention facility
for the Trump administration’s immigration

goals third country agreements outlook.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect widespread
panic in immigrant communities as World Cup
2026 begins and ICE presence becomes
visible in public stadiums. The Supreme Court
ruling on birthright citizenship could trigger

massive civil unrest impending court decision.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The $1.776
billion fund will likely become a major
election-year flashpoint, with legal challenges
to its commissioners’ selections. The Ebola
screening protocols may evolve into broader
travel restrictions from the Global South

health protocol evolution.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A successful ban on
birthright citizenship would fundamentally
reshape the U.S. electorate and labor force,
potentially leading to a  permanent

disenfranchised underclass. The ongoing
conflict with Iran could lead to a permanent
restructuring of the U.S. energy market
toward isolationism birthright long term
impact.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Mass Social Unrest in California:
Triggers: Supreme Court ruling on
birthright citizenship or the ban on
artificial stone impacting thousands of jobs.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive
economic disruption and civil disorder.
Mitigations: De-escalation through local

city council resolutions protecting
immigrants Sacramento resolution
mitigation.

* Escalation of Conflict with Cuba/Iran:
Triggers: Naval provocation by the USS
Nimitz or a significant casualty in the Iran
war. Likelihood: = Moderate. Impact:
Regional war and catastrophic energy price
spikes. Mitigations: Diplomatic intervention
by Mexico or the EU Nimitz provocation
risk.

Financial Exclusion of
Immigrants: Triggers: Strict enforcement
of the bank account restriction EO.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Collapse of
remittance flows and increased poverty in
Latino communities. Mitigations:
Development of community-based credit
unions or non-traditional financial apps
bank restriction risk.

* Systemic

* Global Ebola Pandemic Entry: Triggers:
Failure of DHS screening protocols at
Dulles or other rerouted airports.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Public health
crisis and nationwide lockdowns.
Mitigations: Strengthening of local hospital

hospital monitoring

monitoring plans
protocaols.
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* Institutional Rupture within GOP:
Triggers: Congressional rejection of the
$1.776 billion fund. Likelihood: Low but
rising. Impact: Political instability and
failure of executive agenda. Mitigations:
Executive concessions on fund oversight

GOP friction triggers.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The specific military objectives of the
Nimitz deployment beyond "humanitarian"
aid or vague ‘“intimidation"
unverified Nimitz mission clarity.

* The health condition of the students
involved in the Fairfield High School
incident is not fully detailed, leaving
questions about the extent of police

violence Fairfield student health gap.

* The identity of the "10 detained officials" in
the Chiapas torture case and their specific
affiliations within the Mexican security
apparatus are not fully explored Chiapas
torture details.

remain

* There is a lack of clarity on whether the
$1.776 billion fund is being sourced from
existing agency budgets or new deficit

spending fund source gap.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Enforcement as a Stalling Tactic: The
administration's hyper-focus on highly visible
immigration raids (stadiums, viral arrests)
may be a "Black Swan" mask for a deeper
failure to secure the border or manage the
Iran conflict. By focusing public attention on
domestic against naturalized
citizens, the administration could be
distracting from a strategic retreat in the
Middle East.

"victories"

The Nimitz Humanitarian Paradox: While
the deployment appears aggressive, it could
be a desperate attempt to shore up regional
alliances in the face of a successful Iranian
diplomatic offensive in Latin America. The
carrier group might be there to prevent a
regional pivot toward Tehran or Beijing rather
than to attack Havana.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Local governments should implement
"sanctuary resources" policies, similar to
Sacramento, to protect city resources from
being utilized for federal denaturalization

task forces Sacramento policy

r mmendation.

Diplomatic channels should be opened with
Mexico to mitigate the fallout from the Raul
Castro indictment and prevent a complete
breakdown of regional security cooperation

Mexi iplom implication.

Public health agencies must prioritize the
prevention of Valley Fever and Silicosis
among agricultural and construction
workers to avoid a domestic labor crisis
licosis labor health.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should hedge against continued
energy volatility by diversifying away from
Iran-dependent supply chains, as gas prices
show no signs of stabilizing energy price

hedging.
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Banks and financial institutions must
prepare for intense regulatory pressure
regarding ITIN holders and
develop robust compliance frameworks that

balance federal orders with local privacy
laws banking compliance risk.

Construction and home improvement firms
should begin sourcing alternatives to
artificial stone/quartz products in
anticipation of a potential California ban
and nationwide regulatory shifts quartz

supply chain risk.

account

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative activity is dominated by

state-level resistance to federal mandates and

attempts to regulate hazardous

industrial

materials, while federal efforts are focused on

symbolic funding and executive directives.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o California Artificial Stone Ban: A
proposal to prohibit the manufacture and
installation of artificial stone to prevent
silicosis, impacting the construction
industry silicosis ban proposal.

ICE Resource
A municipal resolution
prohibiting city resources from
supporting ICE operations, a direct
challenge to federal enforcement
ramento ICE resol

o Sacramento
Resolution:

ion.
o Connect Digital Detox Initiative: A

proposal for government guidelines on
child screen time (max 2 hours) and Al

exposure screen time guidelines.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Mark Wayne Mullen’s World Cup
Security Briefing: Confirmation of HSI
stadium deployment Mullen stadium

briefing.

c Todd Blanch Senate Testimony:
Discussion regarding the $1.776 billion
compensation fund for political
persecution victims Blanch Senate
testimony.

o Claudia Sheinbaum Press
Conference: Rejection of U.S.

indictments against Cuban leadership

Sheinbaum press conference.

KEY STORIES

World Cup 2026 Stadium Security: HSI
and ICE agents will be deployed daily at
stadiums, causing fear among immigrant

fans stadium agents.

Birthright Citizenship Challenge: The
Supreme Court is preparing to rule on
Trump's executive order ending citizenship
by birth birthright court case.
Denaturalization Initiative: The
administration is transferring lawyers to

accelerate citizenship revocations for
alleged fraud revocation task force.

ICE Deaths in Custody: Record fatalities
reported, including at least five suicides
this year, linked to prolonged detention and

poor conditions custody suicides.

$1.776 Billion Compensation Fund: A
new fund to pay "victims of political
persecution" (Jan 6 participants) triggers
GOP and Democrat outrage Jan 6 fund.

Raul Castro Indictment: The U.S. indicts
the former Cuban leader for the 1996
shootdown of planes, sparking regional
tension Castro indictment.
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* USS Nimitz Deployment: A carrier group
arrives in the Caribbean for "humanitarian"
and training missions amid Cuban
indictments Nimitz in Caribbean.

Global Ebola Outbreak: A surge in cases
in the DRC leads to rerouted flights and
new DHS screening protocols at Dulles
Ebola protocols.

* Record Gas Prices: California gas prices
hit $6.14 per gallon due to the Iran conflict,

affecting holiday travel CA gas prices.

Silicosis Crisis in California: Authorities
consider banning artificial stone as silicosis
cases and deaths rise among Latino
workers silicosis epidemic.

* Valley Fever Surge: High rates of Valley
Fever among agricultural workers in the
San Joaquin Valley linked to dusty soil
conditions San Joaquin Valley Fever.

Fairfield High School Police Brutality:
Viral video showing a police officer
punching a student sparks protests and

walkouts Fairfield incident.

* Tulsi Gabbard Resignation: The DNI
chief resigns amid conflict with Iran, citing
personal and policy differences Gabbard
departure.

* San Jose Truck Crash: A scrap metal
truck overturns, knocking out power to
8,000 homes and causing significant

disruption San Jose crash.

* Adis Lastres Morera Arrest: The sister of
the head of GAESA is arrested in Florida,
and her residency status is revoked Morera
arrest.

* USCIS Residency Memo: New rules
require temporary visa holders to return

home to apply for green cards green card
memo.

* Luis Cabrera Release: An 18-year-old
immigrant student is released from ICE
custody after completing high school exams
behind bars Cabrera release.

* Redwood City Street Vendor Conflict:
Local businesses complain that unlicensed
vendors are harming sales and creating
sanitary issues street vendor dispute.

* Stephen Colbert Final Show: The late-
night host says goodbye to CBS after 11
years, featuring Paul McCartney Colbert
finale.

* World Cup Art by Lili Cantero: A Latina
artist gains international fame for her
football-themed paintings for stars like
Messi Cantero art.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

deeply examine
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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