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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 23, 2026, the geopolitical landscape
is defined by a precarious transition from a
40-day active conflict between Iran and a
US-Israeli coalition into a fragile, contested
ceasefire. The broadcasting day is dominated
by two primary themes: Iran's successful
assertion of sovereign control over the Strait
of Hormuz and the corresponding

disintegration of the United States' national
security leadership. Iran has moved beyond
mere rhetoric, establishing a Strait Authority
that requires commercial vessels to obtain
permits for passage, a move that has
effectively unmasked the inability of the US
Navy to guarantee freedom of navigation for
its allies. This maritime blockade has
triggered a massive global energy shock,
with oil prices surging to 107 dollars per
barrel and causing severe inflationary

pressure across Europe and the UK.

Concurrently, the Trump administration is
facing an unprecedented internal crisis. The

abrupt resignation of Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard—following her
public dissent over the war's intelligence
basis—has triggered a cascade of departures,
including the Attorney General, the Secretary
of Homeland Security, and the Secretary of
Labor. This executive instability is framed as
the result of a failed "quick dominance"
strategy that has instead left the US "trapped"
in a regional quagmire. Meanwhile, regional
mediation led by Pakistan and Qatar appears
to be the only active diplomatic channel,
though Tehran remains skeptical, viewing the
ceasefire as a tactical pause for the US to

rieve what they have in hand rather than a
sincere move toward peace.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The New Maritime Order: Iran has
cemented its control over the Strait of
Hormuz, transitioning from a state of "free
passage" to a regulated permit system. The
IRGC Navy reported that 25 to 35 vessels
have successfully passed through the
waterway in 24-hour periods after receiving

authorization, signaling a de facto
international recognition of Iranian
jurisdiction.

Us Intelligence Collapse: The
resignation of Tulsi Gabbard is the
centerpiece of a larger exodus of top-tier
US officials. Reports suggest these
departures are driven by Gabbard's
testimony that Iran was not building a
nuclear weapon prior to the US strikes,
contradicting the administration's stated
casus belli.
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* Global Energy Crisis: The conflict has
induced the largest oil supply shock in
modern history, with cumulative supply
losses estimated at 12.8 million barrels per
day. UK household energy bills are forecast
to rise by 200 pounds next month as
wholesale costs spiral.

Regional Resistance Unity: Despite the
ceasefire, Israeli strikes in southern
Lebanon continue, leading to over 300
deaths March. Iran's foreign
ministry has reaffirmed that any lasting
peace agreement must include a ceasefire
for ILebanon, linking the security of the
"Axis of Resistance" to the Hormuz permit
system.

Failure of the NPT Framework: The
2026 NPT Review Conference in New
York ended without a final document.
Tehran blames excessive US demands and
the refusal of Israel to join the treaty for
the collapse of global nuclear diplomacy.

since

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The IRGC has unveiled high-speed naval
assets, including the Hedad 110, a carbon-
fiber catamaran capable of 110 knots,
designed to counter traditional US carrier
groups.

e The Israeli military faces a
personnel shortage, with reports of up to
90,000 draft dodgers and warnings from
leadership that the military could collapse
without new legislation.

severe

Macroeconomics & Trade

* A shift in the petrodollar system is
emerging, with the UAE reportedly
exploring transactions in the Yuan for
some regional trade, citing a desire to
distance itself from secret wartime

coordination.

» US fracking profits are projected to reach
$63 billion this year as a result of taking
Iranian oil off the market, leading to
accusations of war profiteering by the
Trump administration and its donors.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Submarine fiber optic cables beneath the
Strait of Hormuz, carrying an estimated
$10 trillion in daily financial transactions,
are identified as a critical vulnerability that
Iran may now move to regulate under its
sovereign authority.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Pakistani Army Chief Asim Munir is acting
as the primary interlocutor between Tehran
and Washington, delivering messages and

exchanging proposals based on an Iranian

14-point plan for ending the war.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Chafa" Propaganda Deficit

A recurring theme in the day's broadcasts is
the perceived "low quality" or "chafa" nature
of current US propaganda. Analysts argue
that the Trump administration is failing to
maintain its narrative because it is internally
contradictory, with the President claiming
victory while his own media and former
officials admit to a strategic deadlock. This
"liquid political communication" involves the
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US reducing statecraft to "playground
tantrums," which contrast sharply with Iran's
"strategic silence" and calculated use of high-
tech media, such as LEGO animations and Al-
generated content, to rally global anti-

imperialist sentiment.
Asymmetric Maritime Sovereignty

Iran has successfully implemented a new
doctrine of maritime warfare that favors
small, fast, and unmanned systems over
billion-dollar warships. The "Mosquito Fleet"
is portrayed as a nightmare for foreign
militaries, capable of overloading advanced
defenses. This military capability has been
translated into political leverage, where Iran
now treats the Strait of Hormuz not as
international waters, but as territorial
waters where the "rules of the game" have
permanently changed.

The Fracturing of the Western Bloc

Tensions are rising between the US and its
regional and FEuropean allies. The UAE's
public denial of a secret Netanyahu visit
visibly embarrassed the Israeli side and
indicates a growing anxiety among Gulf
monarchs who feel the US can no longer
guarantee their safety. Similarly, France's
ban on extremist Israeli ministers and
Canada's offer to assist in demining after a
permanent ceasefire suggest that western
unity is brittle and contingent on the war
ending.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The Resignation Crisis

The US executive branch appears to be in a
state of decay. The resignation of Tulsi
Gabbard is described not as a simple policy

difference, but as being forced out by the
White House after she challenged the premise

of the war. The media highlights that over 50
lower-ranking staff have also departed,
creating a "freakish clown show" that has
reduced the presidency to a "permanent
comment section argument." Public sentiment
is reportedly reaching a boiling point as
citizens face $5 gas and millions in student
debt while the government prioritizes billions
for bombs.

Iran: Solidarity Through Ritual

In contrast to the US, Iran is portrayed as
highly stable. The Day 84 rallies are
presented as evidence that the US-Israeli
strategy of '"regime change" via targeted
strikes  (including the assassination of
leadership) has backfired. The spontaneous
crowds in Engqgilab Square are described as
having taken their hi

own hands, with layers of society—including
opponents—rallying  behind the
national flag in the face of perceived external
aggression.

former

Israel: Coalition Fragility

Internal Israeli politics are described as being
in deep crisis. Ultra-orthodox parties (Shas
and UT]J) are reportedly severing cooperation
with Netanyahu, with many zionist Israelis

holding the governing structure responsible
for international isolation. The threat of early
elections loams as the military warns of a
potential collapse due to the exhaustion of
its personnel and the refusal of certain sectors
to serve.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Rise of a Multipolar Alliance
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The broadcasts consistently frame the
"outside world" as shifting toward a new
coalition involving China, Russia, and Iran.
The US is seen as attempting to separate
these three countries through talks, but
failing as Iran stands firm. The "Belt and
Road" project and the "Arctic Silk Road" are
presented as the new engines of global
wealth, with the US depicted as a "vassal" of
its own neocon fantasies, increasingly isolated
from the "Global South."

The Defensive Posture of Middle Powers

Regional powers like Saudi Arabia are
depicted as walking a tightrope. While they
have benefited from US security in the past,
they are now being demanded to compensate
Iran for "material and moral damages"
inflicted during the war because they hosted
US bases. This creates a powerful deterrent
against future collaboration with Washington.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is entering a period of
"catastrophic" potential, driven by the
weaponization of maritime choke points and
the depletion of global inventories.

* Energy Costs: Oil is currently at $107 per
barrel. If the Hormuz closure persists into
August, analysts warn of a 2008-style
global recession.

Supply Chain Disruption: 20% of globally
traded oil and 20% of LNG pass through
the Strait; since February 2026, cumulative
losses are staggering. Japanese snack

makers are already resorting to black and

white ink due to ingredient shortages.

* UK Inflation Vector: Energy bills are
projected to average 1,850 pounds per year
starting in July, a 13% jump from previous
estimates.

* US Fiscal "Quicksand": Washington is
reported to be spending more on interest
payments than on its actual military
operations, with the war having cost $29
billion to date.

* Inventory Depletion: Global inventories
are declining at 4 million barrels per
day. The IEA warns that markets will
remain undersupplied until at least October
2026, even if the conflict ends immediately.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reports highlight a systemic purge/
exodus of US national security figures who
dissent from the administration's war policy.

* Tulsi Gabbard (Director of National
Intelligence): Resigned after reports of
"public differences" with Trump over the
war. Her status as a "principled" candidate
is contrasted with the administration's
"incompetence." She is cited as a major
loss for Trump's inner circle.

Bondi (Attorney General):

Identified as one of the six public

resignations recently occurring under

pressure.

e Kristi (Homeland Security
Secretary): Cited as part of the wave of

departures destabilizing the Us
government.

e Pam

Noem

*Joe Kent (Top Counter-Terrorism
Official): Resigned after calling the "Iran
threat" a lie.

* Ayatollah Sayid Mujtaba Khamenei:
Mentioned as the leader providing the
directives for the current Iranian military
and political strategy, following the
reported assassination of the previous
leader.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy is heavily
skewed toward validating Iranian sovereignty
and highlighting US incompetence. The "Lead
Stories" focus on the Hormuz Permit
System and the Gabbard Resignation, both
used to frame the US as a "paper tiger" that is
failing both militarily and domestically.
Significant airtime is given to human
interest stories from Minab and the Halawa
camp in Gaza, used to evoke emotional
condemnation of the "Zionist-American"
coalition. Buried Stories include a coal mine
explosion in China (90 dead) and the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, which are treated as
secondary to the Iranian conflict.
Conspicuous Omissions include any
detailed US military successes, any critical
evaluation of the Iranian "14-point plan," or
the potential for domestic dissent within Iran
regarding the economic hardship of the
blockade.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as an arena of "vicious
cycles" where a decadent West is being
replaced by a principled and technologically
advanced East.

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Portrayed as strong, disciplined,
and principled. It is seen as the "brain of
the nation" and the "keystone of Eurasia"

that is standing firm against illegal

aggression.

* USA: Portrayed as weak, chaotic, and
inept. The administration is a "freakish
clown show" trapped by its own donors and
in le of restraint.

e Israel: Portrayed as corrupt and
desperate. It is a "fascist cabinet" trying
to trap the US into a larger war to save its
own skin.

* UAE: Portrayed as anxious and strategic.
It is attempting to distance itself from the
"Zionist entity" to avoid becoming a target

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as erratic and
unhinged. He is a "reality TV host" who

has lost his strategic initiative and is

manipulating markets to enrich his circle.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Portrayed as a
burden and a manipulator who has
"dragged the United States into this mud."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

e Hezbollah: Framed as resilient and
effective. It is not a proxy but an

indigenous force that has trapped Israelis

in southern Lebanon.

* Palantir & DARPA: Portrayed as the
technological arms of US imperialism,
now being outmaneuvered by cheaper,
simpler Iranian and USV systems.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The US administration
is accused of market manipulation,
saying one thing on Friday and another on
Sunday to prevent a "Dow Jones collapse"
while allowing his inner circle to conduct

insider trading.
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* Censorship: Western social media STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
platforms (Instagram/X) are accused of

deleting profiles that use images of Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

resistance leaders, while Iran wuses

"explosive media" and animations to twist * Expect a resumption of hostilities if the

the brains of the global audience toward its US rejects Iran's 14-point plan. US forces

cause. may attempt “special operations" (as
. . . rumored in Esfahan) that could lead to

* Censorship of Panic: Israel is accused of .

an "immediate information blackout" catastrophic disasters.

following a mysterious explosion at a * High risk of civil unrest in the UK and

missile facility in Bet Shemesh, hiding what Europe as energy prices hit the "winter

may be a major security failure. cliff."

Medium Term (1-6 Months)
HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK * The US Midterm elections will be a major

flashpoint. The administration may launch a

* Consolidation of the Permit System: "distraction war" (perhaps against Cuba) to
Iran will likely formalize the "Hormuz Strait salvage polling numbers.

Authority” into a permanent regulatory « The NPT Review Conference failure will

body, permanently ending the "free likely lead Iran to consider 90% uranium

passage" era and forcing all nations to sign enrichment as its ultimate "deterrent

bilateral agreements with Tehran to card."

maintain trade.

* US Presidential Paralysis: If Trump’s Long Term (1-5 Years)

party loses control of the House in the
upcoming midterms, he will have his hands
tied for two years, likely leading to a forced
withdrawal from the region to save his
domestic reputation.

* A permanent structural realignment of
the Middle East, with the "Axis of
Resistance" integrated into a Chinese-
Russian security architecture, leaving the
US with zero bases in the region.

* The Petro-Yuan Transition: As US
inflation hits the .middle class, regionz.al RISK ASSESSMENT
powers (UAE/Saudi) may accelerate their
shift toward the Yuan, viewing the US
dollar as a "fiscal quicksand" that can no
longer guarantee stability.

The current environment is a "trap" for global
stability, ~with multiple actors holding
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"unplayed cards"

that could trigger total

system failure.

Permanent Choke Point Closure:
Triggers: US attempt to break the Hormuz
blockade by force. Likelihood: High.
Impact: 30% of global oil/gas blocked,
Biblical-scale flood of economic tears.
Mitigations: Acceptance of Iran's 14-point
plan and payment of reparations.

Us Domestic Collapse: Triggers:
Continuous resignations and economic
anxiety leading to riots. Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Complete loss of US
global influence. Mitigations: Immediate

pivot to domestic infrastructure and debt
relief.

Israel-Hezbollah Regional War:
Triggers: Israeli ground invasion of
southern Lebanon deep into Litani.

Likelihood: Very High. Impact: Destruction
of Israeli civilian infrastructure via 45+
daily operations. Mitigations: Linking the
Hormuz ceasefire to a Lebanese ceasefire.

Nuclear Proliferation Cascade: Triggers:
Iran exiting the NPT after the New York
conference failure. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: The end of international nuclear

oversight. Mitigations: Forcing Israel to
join the NPT.

Global Famine: Triggers: Continued
disruption of fertilizer and wheat flows
from Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: 40 million
people going hungry. Mitigations:

Immediate humanitarian detours around
Africa at massive fuel cost.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not provide any
counter-perspective on why 25 vessels
"received permission" or what those

permits actually entail legally or financially.

There is a lack of information on the actual
status of the "mysterious flash of light" and
whether it was a cyber-attack, a kinetic
strike, or a legitimate accident.

The broadcasts mention Jordan's airspace
violations without explaining the internal
Jordanian government's official justification
to its own people.

The "l14-point proposal" is
repeatedly, but the specific text of all 14
points is never detailed, leaving the reader
unable to judge the "fairness" of Iran's
demands.

mentioned

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Stalling Tactic" Hypothesis: Iran's
"Strait Authority" and the permit system
are not signs of strength but a desperate
stalling tactic to prevent a full US-Israeli
total war. By allowing some ships through,
Iran is preventing a unified global response
while its own internal economy suffers
under the "40-day war" damage.

The "Managed Decline" Theory: The US
resignations are not signs of chaos but a
strategic purge by Trump to install 100%
loyalists for a much larger, more brutal
second phase of the war that will bypass
traditional "rules of engagement."



* Black Swan - The Hormuz
Environmental Disaster: A "small craft"
collision or US attempt to run the blockade
leads to a massive oil spill that makes the
Strait physically impassable for years,
destroying the economies of Iran and the
UAE alike, regardless of who "controls" the
water.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Nations must immediately
diversify maritime routes and consider the
"Northern Sea Route" or Arctic options
as Hormuz becomes a political permit zone.

* Economic: Central banks should prepare
for a de-pegging from the petrodollar as
Gulf states begin accepting alternate
currencies to bypass US sanctions.

* Diplomatic: Shift primary mediation
efforts to Islamabad and Doha, as the
UN/NPT framework is currently non-
functional.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Move toward
monochromatic packaging and local raw
material sourcing to insulate against ink
and chemical shortages caused by oil
volatility.

Regulatory: Shipping companies must
establish legal protocols for complying with
the Persian Gulf Strait Authority to
avoid vessel seizures.

Capital Allocation: Invest in fracking
and domestic energy sectors in the US
and Canada, which are the only entities
profiting from the regional
instability.

current

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary focus of legislative and policy
discussion centers on the collapse of
international treaties and the emergency
domestic measures required to manage the
economic fallout of the war. Most US
legislation discussed relates to military
budgeting and personnel enforcement.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o US FY-2027 Military Budget: Trump
has requested an unprecedented 1.5
trillion dollars to cover war costs and
modernize arsenals for potential multi-
front conflict.

o Israeli Conscription Bill: Proposed
legislation to mandate military service
for sectors currently exempt to prevent
army collapse.

° 14-Point Iranian Proposal: A proposed
diplomatic framework for a "permanent
end to the war" that includes reparations
and the release of frozen assets.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Secretary Pete Hegseth Testimony:
Confronting Congress regarding the $29
billion already spent on the Iran war.

o Trump Beijing Press Conference: An
"uncharacteristically restrained"
appearance where the President avoided

questions on Taiwan to focus on Chinese

trade concessions.

KEY STORIES

* The Hormuz Permit System: Iran's de
facto regulation of the Strait, allowing
25-35 ships through with permits while
excluding US/Israeli-aligned vessels.
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* Tulsi Gabbard Resignation: The US DNI
resigns amid war disagreements, leading a
wave of top-level departures.

* Minab School Massacre: Reports of 168
children killed by a Tomahawk missile
strike on a school in southern Iran.

* UK Energy Bill Crisis: Household costs to
skyrocket by 200 pounds due to the
Hormuz blockade.

Luhansk Drone Strike: 16 drones target
a student dormitory in the Luhansk region;
6 dead, 40 injured.

e NPT Conference Failure: Nuclear talks in
New York end without agreement for the
third consecutive time.

* Bet Shemesh Explosion: A mysterious
blast at a sensitive Israeli missile engine
facility, followed by a total media blackout.

* Gaza Police Strike: Israeli air strike on a
police post mnorth of Gaza City; 6
policemen killed.

* Haj Denial for Gaza: 10,000 pilgrims
prevented from performing Haj for the
third year due to border closures.

* Rami Shath Expulsion Case: French
administrative annuls the
expulsion of the Palestinian activist.
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* China Mine Explosion: 90 dead in a gas
explosion at a coal mine in Shanxi province.

* UAE-Netanyahu Denial: UAE foreign
ministry "visibly angry" while denying a
secret wartime visit by the Israeli PM.

* Ben-Gvir Ban: France, Spain, and Poland

ban the entry of the Israeli minister
following abuse of flotilla activists.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
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new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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