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GLOBAL RISK REPORT: Military Escalation & Fragile Diplomacy
Define a Day of High-Stakes Global Risk (May 28, 2026)

A Contradictory Mix of High-Stakes Escalation and Fragile Diplomatic Overtures
Dominates the International Landscape.

COLUMN 1: COLUMN 2: ECONOMIC & TOLUMN 4:
KEY GOVERNANCE MAJOR CONFLICT TECHNOLOGICAL TRENDS, OUTLOOK
& SOCIETAL SHIFTS & HEALTH CRISES FRONTIERS & RISKS

ARMED CONFLICT &
MILITARIZATION

+ U.S. Shifts to "Defensive Strikes"
(vs. Iranian Drones).

* Russia Passes Law Allowing Bank
Employees to Shoot Down Drones
(Militarization of Infrastructure).

THE UK “LOST GENERATION"
NEET CRISIS

« Over 1 Million Youth Not in Work,
Education, or Training (NEET).

+ Economic Cost: £125 Billion
Annually.

« Projected 1.25 Million by 2031
without Reset.

LEGAL WARFARE &
REGULATORY RISK

« DOJ Criminal Probe into E. Jean
Carroll (Perjury).

« FIFA Investigated for Predatory
Ticketing.

« Australia Sues 3M for $1.5 Billion
(PFAS "Forever Chemicals").

Scott Bessent
Scott keoeniary
leadership changes

THE U.S.-IRAN
CEASEFIRE IMPASSE

+ Negotiators Agree to 60-Day
Memorandum.

« Trump Skeptical: “Negotiating on
umes.”
« U.S. Strikes Bandar Abbas (Iran
Drone Sites).

« Iran Retaliates with Missiles
Toward Kuwait.

« Core Issues Unresolved: Strait
Control & Tech Sovereignty.

« Iran Inflation: 250%,
Inflati

b.

ISRAELI EXPANSION
IN LEBANON

+ Israel Expands Ground Operations,
Reimposes Vast Exclusion Zone.

« Over 1 Million Displaced.

« Hezbollah Uses Fibre-Optic
Drones (impervious to Jamming).

* Analysts Fear Wider U.S.-Iran
Diplomacy Derailment.

GLOBAL HEALTH EMERGENCY
(CENTRAL AFRICA)

Ebola Outbreak (Bundibugyo Strain)
in DRC & Uganda.

Over 130 Deaths.
No Approved Vaccine.

U.S. Negotiating Private Quarantine
in Kenya Sparks Uproar.

Kevin Warsh
Changed nost
leadership changes

Al TECH RALLY &
SOVEREIGNTY BATTLES

« Chipmakers SK Hynix & Micron Hit
Trillion-Dollar Valuations (Agentic
Al Demand).

« EU Boosts ‘Homegrown" Cloud &
| Tech.

« Anthropic Warns Al "Mythos"
Could Reveal Critical
Infrastructure Vulneral

MACROECONOMICS
& TRADE

B

Py

* U.S. Federal Reserve PCE Inflation
Rises to 3.8%.

» Brent Crude Oil: ~$96/Barrel
(Energy Weaponization Risk).

« EU Considers Import
Quotas/Tariffs Against Chinese
Competition (Clean Tech).

INTERNAL DYNAMICS
& INSTABILITY

U.S.: "Governance by Retribution”
DOJ Probe, Proposed Banknote
hanges).

UK: A System at Its Limi
(Hospitality Crisis, Intra-Party Rifts).

Iran: Regime Survival, Internal
Disct;rd. Partial Internet Restoration
%).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS
AND THEMES

+ Erosion of Buffer Zones/Ceasefire
tic force used to
diplomacy as.

Socio-Economic Scarring of
"COVID Generation’: Structural
youth detechment (NEET),
automated labor market, cost of
living crisis.

(Fibre-optic drones, Agentic Al)
creates new uncounterable threats.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

E e

Short Term: Omani neutrality
collapse, Nasdaq volatility.

Medium Term: U.S. Mid-term
elections drive foreign policy,
potential “symbolic*Iran deal.

Long Term: EU/China create
independent tech stacks, bifurcated
global internet.

RISK ASSESSMENT

ARA

HIGH RISK: Regional Middle East
War Expansion (Trigger: Missile
strike on U.S. base in Kuwait. Impact:
$200/barrel oil, global collapse).
MODERATE RISK: Global Ebola
Pandemic (Bundibugyo strail
Critical Infrastructure Cybel

(Al vulnerabilities), UK/U.S.
Unrest.

LOW RISK: Disintegration of
Diplomatic Alliances.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVES
& RECOMMENDATIONS

DO 4

Contrarian Scenarios: U.S. strikes
to provoke Iranian withdrawal, Iran
intemionallg prolonging Strait
closure, Al flash crash.

Recommendations: Develop
fibre-optic drone counter-
measures, pivot to vocational
education, engage UN/China for
Iran deal guarantees, secure
ener?‘y alternatives, audit Al for
“Mythos" vulnerabilities.

Azatullah Mojtaba Kh
Rhamorship changes
Ayatollah Mojtabia changes

L aqictiti 4
Russian Bank Defense Bill
U.S. Currency Portraits Bill
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MILITARY ESCALATION AND
FRAGILE DIPLOMACY DEFINE A DAY
OF HIGH-STAKES GLOBAL RISK

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international landscape on May 28, 2026,
is dominated by a contradictory mix of high-
stakes military escalation and fragile
diplomatic overtures. In the Middle East, the
ninety-day war between the United States and
Iran has reached a critical juncture where
reports of a breakthrough framework for a 60-
day ceasefire are being undermined by
significant military strikes. The U.S. carried
out "defensive" actions against Iranian drone
sites in Bandar Abbas, while Iran retaliated
with missile strikes toward Kuwait, a key
American ally. This "staring game" suggests
that while both sides are motivated by
crippling economic pressures—exemplified by
Iran's 250% inflation and the U.S.'s 3.8%
annual inflation rate—neither is yet willing
to concede on core issues of tech sovereignty
and regional control of the Strait of Hormuz.

Simultaneously, the Levant is witnessing a
severe intensification of the conflict between
Israel and Hezbollah. Israel has expanded its

ground operations and reimposed a vast

exclusion zone in southern Lebanon,
displacing over a million people. The use of
advanced fibre-optic drones by Hezbollah
has prompted a forceful Israeli response that
analysts fear could derail wider U.S.-Iran
diplomacy. The administration's focus appears
divided between these foreign flashpoints and
a domestic environment strained by rising
energy costs and political polarization, as
evidenced by the Department of Justice's
controversial perjury investigation into E.
Jean Carroll and reports of proposed
currency changes featuring the President’s
image.

Compounding these crises is a biological
threat in Central Africa, where a deadly Ebola
outbreak of the Bundibugyo species is
spreading in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) and neighbouring Uganda. The
lack of an approved vaccine for this strain,
combined with active conflict in the region,
has created what health officials call a
"catastrophic collision." The day's events
highlight a world where traditional diplomacy
is struggling to keep pace with rapid military
technological changes (AI, drones) and the
structural decay of domestic social contracts,
particularly the unemployment crisis among
youth in the United Kingdom.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The U.S.-Iran Ceasefire Impasse

* Negotiators have reportedly agreed to the
terms of a 60-day memorandum of
understanding to extend the current
ceasefire and discuss technical issues
regarding enriched uranium.

* President Trump remains skeptical, stating
Iran is '"negotiating on fumes" and
expressing reluctance to sign until absolute
control of the Strait of Hormuz is secured.
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* U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
announced a crackdown on Iranian airlines
and warned Oman of sanctions if it
facilitates Iranian toll systems in the Strait.

Israeli Expansion in Lebanon

* The Israeli  military  has ordered
evacuations for 14% of Iebanese territory,
including major cities like Tyre and Sidon,
as it deepens its buffer zone.

* Hezbollah's new fibre-optic drones, which
are impervious to standard electronic
jamming, have caused significant Israeli
casualties, prompting more aggressive air
strikes on Beirut.

* The Lebanese government admits it has no
capability to rein in Hezbollah, viewing the
group as an extension of Iranian regional
strategy.

Global Health Emergency in Central
Africa

* An Ebola outbreak in the Ituri province of
the DRC has killed over 130 people and
spread to Uganda.

* The Bundibugyo strain poses a high risk
as there is no existing vaccine or proven
treatment.

* Reports of the U.S. negotiating a private
quarantine facility in Kenya for its own
citizens have sparked local uproar and
accusations of medical elitism.

The UK "Lost Generation" NEET Crisis

* A major review by Alan Milburn reveals
over one million young people in Britain are
not in work, education, or training.

» The crisis is projected to reach 1.25 million

by 2031 without a fundamental reset of the
welfare and education systems.

* Economic cost is estimated at £125 billion
annually due to lost potential and welfare
spending.

Al Tech Rally and Sovereignty Battles

* Chipmakers SK Hynix and Micron hit
trillion-dollar valuations as demand for
"agentic AI" memory far outstrips supply.

* The EU is moving to boost "homegrown"
cloud and AI tech to reduce reliance on U.S.
titans like Microsoft and Amazon.

* Anthropic researchers warned that their Al,

Mythos, could reveal global vulnerabilities

in critical infrastructure like banking and
utilities.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The U.S. military has shifted to "defensive
strikes" to prevent Iranian drone launches,
while Kuwaiti air defences were active in
intercepting incoming threats.

* Russia has passed legislation allowing

trained bank employees to shoot down
Ukrainian drones, signaling the total
militarization of civilian infrastructure.

Macroeconomics & Trade

e The U.S. Federal Reserve reports PCE
inflation rose to 3.8% in April, complicating
hopes for an interest rate cut under new
chairman Kevin Warsh.

* Oil prices remain high, with Brent Crude

trading at around $96 a barrel, directly

impacting consumer purchasing power.

* Trade tensions are rising as the EU
considers import quotas and tariffs
against Chinese competition in chemicals

and clean tech.
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Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The DQJ has launched a criminal probe into
E. Jean Carroll for alleged perjury
regarding her lawsuit funding, a move
critics call a "vengeance campaign."

e FIFA is wunder investigation by the
Attorn neral of w_York an w
Jersey for predatory ticketing practices for
the 2026 World Cup.

* Australia is suing 3M for $1.5 billion over
the use of "forever chemicals" (PFAS) in
firefighting foam.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Erosion of Buffer Zones and Ceasefire
Norms The day's reporting reveals a global
breakdown in the effectiveness of ceasefires.
In both the Iran-U.S. conflict and the Israel-
Lebanon theatre, military actions are being
rebranded as "defensive" to bypass ceasefire
agreements. Israel’s strategy has moved
toward the total clearance of civilians in
border areas to create "combat zones,"
neutralizing previous international
agreements like the Litani River buffer. This
suggests a trend where kinetic force is used
to "negotiate" better terms on the ground
while diplomatic talks are relegated to a
secondary, often performative, role.

The Socio-Economic Scarring of the
"COVID Generation" There is a profound
cross-national narrative regarding the long-
term damage to youth. In the UK, the "NEET"
crisis is identified not as personal failure but
as structural "youth detachment" from a labor
market that is increasingly automated or
gatekept by AI. Similarly, in the U.S., the
PCE data shows that income growth (2.5%) is
lagging behind inflation (3.8%), leading to a

"cost of living crisis" that is radicalizing young
voters. This demographic feels abandoned by
a system that values academic grades less
| . i

nth reerl I

Technological A m n ritical
Vulnerabili Advan hnol i

creating new asymmetries that traditional
militaries are struggling  to counter.
Hezbollah'’s

fibre-optic drones represent a
significant leap, as they cannot be
jammed by conventional means,
forcing Israel to relearn lessons from
the Ukraine conflict. Simultaneously,
the unveiling of agentic AI and the
warning of "Mythos" vulnerabiliti
suggest that critical infrastructure is
increasingly exposed to non-state
actors or algorithmic failures. The
trillion-dollar valuation of chipmakers
reflects a market betting on Al as the
only solution to these vulnerabilities,
even as it stokes inflationary
pressures.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Governance by Retribution
The U.S. domestic sphere is characterized by
intense legal and political warfare. The DQ]J's
investigation into E. Jean Carroll and the
creation of a $1.8 billion restitution fund
for those "unfairly investigated" by previous
administrations have drawn sharp bipartisan
criticism. Senator Thom Tillis described the
fund as "stupid on stilts," suggesting it
rewards those who "stormed the capital." This
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internal fracturing is occurring just as the
administration pushes for banknote redesigns
featuring the President's image, a move
labeled "narcissistic" by critics like Kurt
Bardella.

United Kingdom: A System at Its Limit
The UK government is facing a crisis of
confidence in its ability to manage the
hospitality sector and youth employment.
Leading chefs like Tom Kerridge warned that
without a VAT cut, the restaurant industry
"won't survive." Prime Minister Keir Starmer
is issuing long-form defenses of his record on
Substack, countering criticism from Tony
Blair, which suggests a growing intra-party
rift regarding the role of the state in the
economy.

Iran: Regime Survival and Internal
Discord Despite state media projecting an

image of defiance, the written messages from
Supreme Leader  Ayatollah = Khamenei

emphasize the need to compensate for
"military defeats" and "bring the nation to its
knees." The partial restoration of the internet
(to roughly 53%) suggests the regime is
cautiously attempting to manage economic
fallout while maintaining strict control to
prevent another uprising.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Struggle for Energy
Security The "outside world" is increasingly
through the lens of energy
weaponization. The U.S. is using its naval
blockade to choke Iran’s economy, while Iran
uses the Strait of Hormuz to hold the global
oil market hostage. This has led to a "staring
game" where allies like Oman are caught in
the crossfire, forced to choose between

viewed

regional cooperation with Iran and avoiding
U.S. sanctions.

Regional Hegemony vs. Diplomatic
Mediation Israel is acting as a unilateral
actor, often ignoring U.S.-brokered ceasefire
terms to ensure "Hezbollah is eventually
disarmed." This complicates the U.S. role as a
mediator. Meanwhile, China is positioning
itself as a guarantor of any final deal, insisting
on a UN Security Council resolution to
provide "ironclad guarantees" to the Iranians,
thus challenging U.S. diplomatic primacy in
the region.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is defined by
stagflationary fears and extreme volatility in
both commodities and the technology sector.
While AI valuations soar, the broader
consumer economy is buckling under the
weight of sustained energy-driven inflation.

Key Economic Vectors

* Energy: Brent Crude at $96/barrel; WTTI at
$90/barrel. Analysts at Wood Mackenzie
warn of $200/barrel oil if the Strait remains
closed.

e Inflation: U.S. PCE at 3.8%, significantly
above the 2% target. Iran reporting 250%
inflation.

* Corporate Activity: SK Hynix and
Micron rose above the $1 trillion mark;
SanDisk share price up 4,000% in one
year.

* Labor Market: UK lost generation of youth
costs the economy £125 billion/year.

* Supply Chain: Indian mango prices have
doubled due to shipping disruptions; airline
tickets rising as jet fuel supply hits two-
day reserves in parts of Europe.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic shifts in personnel today indicate a
move toward partisan consolidation in the
U.S. and a struggle for succession in Iran.

* Todd Blanche: The President's former
lawyer is now the acting U.S. Attorney
General, though he has recused himself
from the Carroll case.

* Kevin Warsh: Taking the helm at the
Federal Reserve during a period of peak
inflationary pressure, signaling a likely
hawkish turn in monetary policy.

* Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei: Has not
been seen in public since assuming office,
leading to rumors of health issues or
internal regime instability.

* Scott Bessent: The new U.S. Treasury
Secretary taking a lead role in foreign
policy, specifically in sanctioning the
Persian Gulf Strait Authority.

* Jo Yapp: Appointed to lead the first-ever
British and Irish lions women’s team, a
milestone in the sports sector.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s Lead Stories are

overwhelmingly focused on the U.S.-Iran
conflict and the ceasefire framework. There
is a clear emphasis on "Trump-era" narratives,
including the DO]J probe into E. Jean Carroll
and the proposed currency changes, which
are framed with significant skepticism and a
focus on domestic polarization. The Ebola
outbreak is treated with high urgency, using
words like "catastrophic," likely to induce
public health anxiety. Buried Stories include
the SNP embezzlement case and the
environmental damage to the Cerne Abbas

Giant, which were relegated to short
segments. Conspicuous Omissions include
any detailed reporting on the Gaza conflict
beyond its potential impact on the Iran deal,
and the total lack of discussion on the COP
climate goals, despite the extreme May

heatwave in Europe.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The overarching trend is the portrayal of a
"fractured world" where regional actors
(Israel, Iran, Hezbollah) are increasingly
ignoring superpower directives.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Framed as strong yet
chaotic. Portrayed as a  "master
negotiator" by some officials, but a
"master of idiocy" by Democratic critics
for the war with Iran.

e Iran: Portrayed as weak but defiant.
Described as "negotiating on fumes" with
an economy in ‘“freefall," yet still
possessing the "ace card" of the Strait of
Hormuz.

¢ Israel: Framed as a principled but rogue
actor. It is portrayed as defending its
citizens while ignoring ceasefire terms and
pushing for "voluntary emigration" of
Palestinians.

Netherlands: Framed as competent and
stable, used as a benchmark for success in
education and youth employment.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Hezbollah: Framed as a sophisticated
threat. Using "wir " to bypass
electronic warfare, it is seen as the primary
proxy preventing regional peace.
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* OpenAl/Microsoft: Portrayed as powerful
and profit-driven. The legal battle with
Elon Musk served as a ‘reminder that Al
giants are not charities."

* World Health Organization (WHO):
Framed as well-intentioned but

hampered by regional conflict and a lack

of resources in the DRC.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is saturated
with competing narratives regarding the
Iran ceasefire. U.S. sources leaked news of a
deal to Axios, while Iranian state media
rejected the report, insisting they would be
the ones to announce any approval. This
indicates narrative seeding by both sides to
project strength to domestic audiences.
Furthermore, the manosphere report
highlights the weaponization of "rage bait"
and misogyny by influencers like Andrew
Kibe to monetize social change, creating deep
societal divisions that governments are
struggling to regulate.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Strategic De-escalation Ruse: The 60-
day ceasefire extension is likely a tactical
pause for both the U.S. and Iran to regroup
and build stockpiles, rather than a genuine
move toward peace. Expect a return to
high-intensity conflict if the nuclear issue
remains unaddressed by July.

* The Rise of "Bio-Nationalism": The U.S.
negotiations for an exclusive quarantine
base in Kenya suggest a future where
global health responses are segregated by
citizenship, potentially leading to
diplomatic fallout with African partners.

* Economic "Wage Scarring": The UK's
NEET crisis will lead to a permanent
reduction in tax
productivity that will force a radical shift
toward vocational education similar to
the Dutch model within the next 24 months.

revenue and

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Potential for
Omani neutrality to collapse as U.S.
sanction threats force a pivot away from
Iran. Expect continued volatility in the
Nasdaq as the AI "bubble" is tested by
Anthropic’s safety warnings.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
Mid-term elections will be the primary
driver of foreign policy. The administration
may seek a "symbolic win" in Iran to lower
gas prices, even if it is a "bad deal" by
previous standards.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The EU and
China will likely succeed in creating
in nden h ks, leading to a
bifurcated global internet and Al
ecosystem, significantly reducing the
influence of U.S. big tech.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current convergence of regional war,
biosecurity threats, and economic stagflation
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creates an unprecedented risk profile for
global stability.

Risk: Regional Middle East War
Expansion. Triggers: A ballistic missile
strike on a U.S. base in Kuwait causing
mass casualties. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Global economic collapse/oil at $200.

Mitigations: Immediate acceptance of the

60-day ceasefire and reopening of the
Strait.

Risk: Global Ebola Pandemic
(Bundibugyo strain). Triggers: Breach of
containment in Uganda or spread to Kenya.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Global travel
shutdown/millions of deaths. Mitigations:
Surging resources into the DRC Ituri
province and  fast-tracking
research.

vaccine

Risk: Critical Infrastructure Cyber-
Collapse. Triggers: State actors exploiting
the "Mythos" vulnerabilities revealed by
agentic Al. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Failure of banking and power grids.
Mitigations: Mandatory AI guardrails and
international cyber-security treaties.

Risk: UK/U.S. Civil Unrest. Triggers:

Inflation surpassing 5% while youth
unemployment reaches record highs.
Likelihood:  Moderate. Impact: Mass
strikes/breakdown of social order.
Mitigations: Hiring bonuses and cutting
employment taxes.

Risk: Disintegration of Diplomatic

Alliances. Triggers: U.S. threats to "blow
up" neutral mediators like Oman.

Likelihood: Low. Impact: Loss of regional
leverage and total diplomatic isolation.
Mitigations: Returning to neutral arbiter

protocols.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Iran's Succession Politics: The absence
of Ayatollah Khamenei is not explained. If
he is incapacitated, the ceasefire deal may
be a stall tactic for an internal power
struggle.

Hezbollah’s Autonomy: The degree to
which Hezbollah is acting independently of
Tehran is unclear. A U.S.-Iran deal may not
stop the fighting in Lebanon if the group
feels its "Yellow Line" security is
compromised.

Ebola Mutation Rate: There is no
scientific data provided on the virulence of
the Bundibugyo strain compared to Zaire,
which is necessary to judge the pandemic
risk.

U.S. Military Readiness: While "defensive
strikes" are mentioned, the operational
strain on U.S. forces after 90 days of war is
not detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Stalling Strike" Hypothesis: The
U.S. strikes on Bandar Abbas are not
defensive but are intended to provoke an
Iranian withdrawal from the peace deal,
allowing the U.S. to resume full-scale war
under the guise of Iranian "violation."

Economic Collapse as an Iranian
Strategy: Iran may be intentionally
prolonging the Strait closure to cripple
the American economy and influence the
mid-term elections, viewing temporary
domestic pain as an acceptable cost for the
removal of the Trump administration.
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e Black Swan Event: Al-Induced
Financial Flash Crash. A realization that

the AI stock rally is decoupled from the

reality of "Mythos" vulnerabilities could
lead to a 30% market correction
overnight, ending the tech rally and
triggering a global recession.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Develop immediate counter-
measures for fibre-optic drones, as the
lack of jamming capability creates a critical
hole in border defense.

* Economic: Pivot toward a "Dutch-style"
vocational system to address the structural
NEET crisis before it leads to permanent
productivity loss.

* Diplomatic: Re-engage with the TUN
Security Council and China to provide
multi-party guarantees for the Iran deal to
ensure its stability beyond the 60-day
window.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Secure energy
alternatives immediately; the risk of $200
oil is no longer marginal if the Strait of
Hormuz remains a combat zone through
the summer.

* Regulatory Compliance: Audit all Al
deployment for vulnerabilities identified in
the "Mythos" report to avoid massive
liability if a flash-leak occurs.

* Capital Allocation: Diversify away from
purely retail-dependent sectors toward
defense-tech and biosecurity, which are
positioned for state-backed growth.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance is increasingly reacting to the
intersection of tech and war through
emergency decrees and unprecedented
civilian militarization. Proposals are also
being used as political theater to project
power during election cycles.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Russian Bank Defense Bill: Passed
legislation allowing central bank employees
to use kinetic force against drones to
protect critical financial infrastructure.

* U.S. Currency Portraits Bill: Proposed
legislation to change federal law to allow
living persons to be featured on currency
notes, specifically for a new $250 bill.

* The Clarity Act: Bipartisan legislation in
the U.S. Senate to regulate stablecoins and
bring digital assets "onshore."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Bessent Press Briefing: Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent detailed new
sanctions on the Persian Gulf Strait
Authority and confirmed the U.S. would
not accept Iranian tolls.

* Starmer Substack Defense: Prime
Minister Keir Starmer issued a 3,000-word
defense of his record, admitting mistakes
on Winter Fuel Payments but defending
tax increases.

KEY STORIES

* US-Iran War and Ceasefire Talks: Report
of a 60-day ceasefire framework deal
between the U.S. and Iran, overshadowed
by tit-for-tat strikes in Bandar Abbas and
Kuwait.
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* Israel-Lebanon Escalation: Israel
expands its ground invasion into southern
Lebanon, ordering the evacuation of 14% of
the country as it clearance of Tyre and
Sidon begins.

DRC Ebola Outbreak: A new strain of
Ebola (Bundibugyo) kills 130 in DRC and
spreads to Uganda, with no current vaccine
available.

UK NEET Crisis: The Milburn report finds
over 1 million young people in the UK are
"NEET," costing the economy £125 billion
per year.

E. Jean Carroll Perjury Probe: The DOJ
launches a criminal investigation into
Carroll regarding the funding of her lawsuit
against Donald Trump.

* AI Market Milestone: SK Hynix and
Micron valuations surpass $1 trillion due to
agentic Al demand.

Matthew Perry Assistant Jailed: Kenneth
Iwamasa sentenced to over three years for
his role in injecting the actor with
ketamine.

Crystal Palace European Victory: Crystal
Palace wins its first European trophy by
beating Rayo Vallecano 1-0 in the UEFA
Conference League final.

Nicola Sturgeon/SNP Scandal: Sturgeon
claims "betrayal" as her husband Peter
Murrell pleads guilty to embezzling
£400,000 in party funds.

European Heatwave: Portugal hits 40C as
an exceptional early heatwave settles over
Western Europe, linked to climate change.

FIFA World Cup Investigation: New York
and New Jersey launch a probe into FIFA
for "absurd" ticket pricing and fake
scarcity.

* Anthropic "Mythos" Alert: Researchers
warn that Al can now identify unpatchable
vulnerabilities in global critical
infrastructure.

e Cerne Abbas Giant Erosion: Climate
change-driven rains are washing away the
chalk of the historic Dorset landmark.

* Laos Cave Rescue: Five men found alive
after a week trapped in a flooded gold
mine; two remain missing.

Russian Bank Militarization: New law
permits Russian bank staff to shoot down
drones as strikes inside Russia increase.

* Australia vs. 3M Lawsuit: The Australian
government sues 3M for $1.5 billion over
PFAS contamination on military bases.

* Serena Williams Comeback Rumors:
Talks of the tennis star returning for mixed
doubles at Queen’s Club ahead of
Wimbledon.

* Hajj Pilgrimage: 1.5 million Muslims
participate in the "stoning of the devil"
ritual in Mina, Saudi Arabia.

* Jill Biden Memoir Interview: The former
First Lady reveals she thought Joe Biden
was having a stroke during the 2024
debate.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.



Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.

.org/announcing-our-
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