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FUTURE FORESIGHT: A MULTIPOLAR ORDER & NEW POWER DYNAMICS

The end of the unipolar moment. Iran as a ‘fourth center of world power’.
Risk of global data blackout & prolonged economic instability. US potential ‘pivot’ to domestic issues.
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THE FRACTURED PAX AMERICANA:
IRAN WEAPONIZES STRATEGIC
CHOKE POINTS AS WASHINGTON
REELS FROM ECONOMIC AND
DIPLOMATIC STALEMATE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security architecture on May 31,
2026, is defined by a transition from open
kinetic warfare to a high-stakes geopolitical
stalemate centered on Iranian sovereignty
over the Strait of Hormuz. Following what
state media characterizes as a failed 40-day
US-Israeli "war of aggression" launched in
February, Tehran has successfully parlayed
military resilience into strategic control over
global energy and data corridors. The day’s
coverage highlights a stalled negotiation
process for a 60-day Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), with Iranian officials
expressing deep skepticism over the
sequencing and language of US proposals,
specifically regarding sanctions relief and the
unfreezing of $12 billion in immediate assets.

Domestically, the United States is portrayed
as entering a period of significant instability.
The Trump administration is facing severe
criticism for the economic fallout of the

conflict, with gasoline prices spiking 45%
above pre-war levels and total consumer costs
reaching $60 billion. This economic pain is
intersecting with civil unrest, evidenced by
curfews and clashes at migrant detention
centers in New Jersey and Texas. The
suggests that Washington is
attempting to use the MOU negotiations to
"buy time" and manipulate markets before the
US midterm elections, while Iran maintains a
"fingers on the trigger" posture, asserting its
role as the new "vanguard of the regional and
global order."

narrative

Regionally, the conflict continues to bleed into
secondary fronts. Israel is conducting what
Lebanese officials call a "scorch rth"
policy in southern Lebanon, while Gaza’s
healthcare and water infrastructure have
reached a state of total collapse. The shift in
US focus toward Iran has left traditional allies
like Ukraine feeling vulnerable and depleted,
while regional powers like Pakistan and
Colombia  are distancing
themselves from US-backed frameworks, such
as the Abraham Accords, signaling a broader
drift toward multipolarity.

increasingly

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Stalled MOU and Nuclear Framework:
Negotiations mediated by Pakistan for a 60-
day ceasefire extension remain deadlocked.
Iran demands a $12 billion "immediate
tranche" of frozen assets and a permanent
lifting of the naval blockade before fulfilling
nuclear commitments, while the US is
reportedly ktracking on earlier
agreements regarding highly enriched
uranium.
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* Smart Control of the Strait of Hormuz:
The IRGC Navy has implemented a permit-
based "smart control" system for the
waterway, with 33 ships transiting under
Iranian oversight in 24 hours. This includes

e Hezbollah has introduced FPV drone tactics

(cheap $500 units) to counter expensive
Israeli interceptors, creating a
psychological "airborne dread" for
occupation forces.

the implementation of transit fees and
mandatory licensing for multinational tech
firms (Google, Microsoft, Meta) operating
submarine fiber optic cables in Iranian
waters.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security

e Iran has successfully restored gas
production at three offshore platforms in
the South Pars field that were hit during
the initial stages of the war.

* US Economic and Social Unrest: The
war’s cost has reached $60 billion for US
consumers, driving gasoline prices up by
45%. Concurrently, civil rights groups have
sued over abuses at the largest US
detention facility (Camp East Montana),
following curfews in Newark after violent
clashes between protesters and police.

* Gaza-Lebanon Infrastructure Collapse: * State media dismisses the Trump
administration's claims of victory as

! ! propaganda,
suggesting the Pentagon’s disinformation
campaigns have lost their historical
sophistication.

* Tehran is positioning the Strait of Hormuz
as more powerful than nuclear weapons,
explicitly targeting the "economic lifeline"
of the West to secure its interests.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital is in a critical

phase due to backup generator failure,

while water distribution in Northern Gaza

has dropped by 60% due to the targeting of

tankers and a blockade on spare parts.

* The hacking group Hanzala claims to have
extracted one terabyte of data from the

e Colombia Presidential Election Runoff:
Leftist senator Ivan Cepeda and right-wing

candidate Abelardo de la Espriella are Israeli National Center for Support of
heading to a runoff after winning 41% and Holocaust Victims, alleging links to military
industries.

44% of the vote respectively, with the
results seen as a referendum on Colombia’s

alignment with "US imperialism." Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Pakistan has firmly rejected speculation
regarding the Abraham Accords,

reaffirming that normalization is contingent
on the 1967 borders and Al-Quds as the
Palestinian capital.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The IRGC claims to have restored full
functionality to its subterranean missile
network using "low-cost engineering"
despite heavy US-Israeli bombardment.

* Ukraine President Zelensky has warned the
US Congress that the diplomatic shift to
West Asia has halted negotiations related to
the Russian invasion, leaving Kiev
vulnerable.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Unipolarity and the "Smart
Choke Point" Strategy

Tehran is no longer content with merely
defending its borders; it has moved to a
proactive posture of "smart control" over
global transit. By demanding transit fees and
licensing from Western tech conglomerates
for fiber optic cables, Iran is demonstrating
that it understands the 21st-century economy
relies as much on data packets as it does on
oil barrels. The framing of the Strait of
Hormuz as a "great blessing" rather than a
site of destabilization suggests a long-term
goal of formalizing Iranian jurisdiction over
international waterways as a permanent
feature of the "new regional order."

Domestic Economic Failure as a
Constraint on US Statecraft

The transcripts suggest that the "mad man"
strategy historically used by US presidents is
failing because it is constrained by immediate
domestic economic pain. Trump is portrayed
as "anxious to reach an agreement" to provide
a graceful exit before his internal support
collapses entirely. The narrative identifies a
split within the US elite, where "insider
traders" and "fracking interests" are profiting
from the war while the general public suffers
from $450+ increases in monthly energy
costs, creating a "twin pressure" from inside
and outside that prevents the US from
sustaining a long-term conflict.

Humanitarian Crisis as a Tool of War

In both Gaza and Lebanon, the targeting of
civilian infrastructure—specifically power
generators and water tankers—is framed as a
deliberate "scorched earth" policy intended to

force political submission through starvation
and disease. The reporting on Northern
Gaza’s hepatitis A spike and the "extended
operational paralysis" of hospitals indicates
that the humanitarian crisis has been
weaponized as a strategic lever, though the
broadcast insists this has only strengthened
the resolve of the "Axis of Resistance."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: Revolutionary Unity and Resistance
Economy

Tehran is portrayed as uniquely unified.
Despite earlier reports of economic hardship
in January, the current narrative emphasizes
92 consecutive nights of mass rallies in
support of the government. The "Resistance
Economy" is shown to be functional, with the
rapid repair of offshore gas platforms serving
as evidence of state capacity. The Iranian
leadership is navigating the ceasefire from a
position of "strength and dignity," using the
threat of a prolonged closure of the Strait to
maintain domestic cohesion and external
leverage.

United States: Institutional Discord and
Social Fragmentation

The US is depicted as a nation on the brink of
domestic upheaval. The curfew in Newark and
the lawsuits against Camp East Montana
highlight a system struggling to manage its
migrant detention centers. Furthermore, the
Trump administration is shown to be in
internal disagreement, with negotiators being
second-guessed by the president, leading to
"contradictory messages" that erode the trust
of both allies and adversaries.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is reeling from the
"largest oil supply shock in modern history,"
with Iran successfully leveraging its
geography to disrupt Western financial
stability. Market sentiment is volatile, with
accusations that Trump is manipulating
markets via social media to enrich "insider
traders" before the Monday morning open.

* Energy Costs: US gasoline prices are 45%
higher than pre-war levels; Brent crude is
trading at $110-$120 per barrel.

* Total War Cost: The conflict has cost US
consumers approximately $60 billion.

* Inflationary Pressures: US households
are paying an additional $450 per month
for energy.

* De-dollarization: Analysts claim the US

dollar is losing weight as global south
countries explore alternative currencies

due to sanctions-induced volatility.

* Tech Infrastructure Value: An estimated
$10 trillion in daily financial transactions
pass through the fiber optic cables now
under Iranian smart control.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts reflect a period of high-
intensity leadership transitions and political
positioning across multiple regimes.

* Donald Trump: Characterized as confused
and desperate, struggling to balance the
demands of the "neo-conservatives" and
"Zionist lobbyists" with the need for an
economic recovery before the midterms.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Described as a
"warmongering extremist" who is
attempting to "keep the war going" to avoid
a poll collapse in the upcoming Israeli
general election in four months.

e Ivan Cepeda: Leading the Colombian

presidential race with 41% of the vote,

representing a shift toward leftist, pro-
Palestine foreign policy.

* Muhammad Pakpur (Deceased): The
IRGC commander's assassination remains a
central rallying point for Iranian "readiness
against its enemies."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Press TV maintains a rigid hierarchy that
prioritizes Iranian Sovereignty and

Resistance Success. The "Lead Story"
throughout the day is consistently the MOU
negotiations and the IRGC's "smart control” of
the Strait, framed as a total strategic defeat
for Washington. Stories concerning US
Internal Strife (immigration protests,

curfews) are used as high-priority counter-
weights to Western narratives of stability.
"Buried Stories" include details of actual
Iranian military casualties or any internal
Iranian opposition, which is dismissed as "US-
infiltrated terrorists." The tone is one of
triumphant defiance, transitioning from
reports on military bravery to the "prophecy"
of the late General Sulaymani being fulfilled in
2026.

Conspicuous Omissions: There is almost no
mention of the specific terms of the 2015
nuclear deal (JCPOA) other than to call its
withdrawal "unilateral." There is also a lack of
specific data regarding the "success" of US
strikes, with the channel exclusively reporting
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on damaged US facilities and Iranian
restoration efforts.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s narrative subtext revolves around
the "end of the unipolar moment" and the
emergence of Iran as the "fourth center of
world power."

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Portrayed as a "principled" and
"victorious" superpower that manages
global waterways with "goodwill" while
keeping its "fingers on the trigger." Quote:
"The Islamic Republic of Iran has
effectively brought an end to the era of
absolute US military dominance."

United States: Framed as a "chaotic" and
"inept" empire in terminal decline, led by a
"narcissist" and "liar." Quote: "Any
agreement forced on the United States
would now amount to one thing,
humiliating retreat."

* China: Characterized as a "calm and
calculated" superpower that is "projecting
stability" and refusing to adopt
Washington’s framing of Iran. Quote:
"Beijing refused to adopt Washington's
framing of Iran."

LEADERS

* Ayatollah Khamenei: Framed as the
"brave" and "bold" architect of a "future
strategic plan" that has outmaneuvered the
West. Quote: "Setting the records and... the
future strategic plans in the region."

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "sick man"
and "egotistical maniac" whose ignorance
has placed the US in a "quagmire." Quote:
"He's just a liar, he's a narcissist... he
thinks the world revolves around him."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* IRGC Navy: Framed as the competent
"smart" manager of the Strait, ensuring
"comfort and progress for all nations" while
excluding "foreigners." Quote: "Iran will
secure the Persian Gulf and eliminate the
Hezbollah: Portrayed as a "heroic"
resistance movement that has "rewritten
warfare" with FPV drones. Quote:

"Watching its objectives slip away one by

one."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is characterized
by a "war of narratives" where the state seeks
to de-legitimize Western media. A recurring
theme is the "battlefield of the mind," where
US propaganda is described as "chafa" (badly
made). Iran uses high-quality animations with
"legal-like  aesthetics" to reach global
audiences, framing the conflict not as a
regional spat but as a global resistance
against "imperialism." The "ground truth"
likely involves a much more fragile Iranian
economy than admitted, while the "spin"
focuses exclusively on US gas prices and the

$1 billion in destroyed Reaper drones.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Strait Fees Normalization: Iran will
likely formalize its transit fee system for
ships and data cables, effectively creating a
"sovereign tax" on all trade between
Europe and Asia. If the US does not
challenge this kinetically, it will set a
precedent for other choke points like the
Bab-el-Mandeb.
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* US Domestic Fracture: Continued gas
price inflation and the high cost of the
Iranian front will likely lead to Republican
losses in the House during the November
midterms, potentially resulting in a total
US withdrawal from the Middle East to
"pivot" to domestic issues.

* The "Proxy Proxy" Strategy: Having seen
the success of cheap drones in Lebanon
and Ukraine, Iran will likely mass-export
FPV technology to any group opposing
Western interests, making traditional
carrier-based power projection obsolete.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a "strategic
deception" phase where Trump announces an
"imminent deal" to calm markets while the US
military prepares for another operation. Iran
will likely increase warning shots in the Strait
to maintain its leverage during this period.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Israeli
general election will drive Netanyahu to
unilateral escalation in Lebanon to force US
re-entry into the war. In Colombia, a Cepeda
victory will lead to the nationalization of
resources, further isolating the US in the
Western Hemisphere.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "petrol dollar"
era will likely conclude as the "Global South"
formalizes alternative financial systems based
on the new Iranian-Chinese data corridors.
The Strait of Hormuz will be managed as an

Iranian-Omani mestic waterway, ending
free international transit.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Global Data Blackout: The vulnerability
of the 17 cables in the Bab-el-Mandeb and
those in the Strait of Hormuz poses a
systemic risk. Triggers: Accidental anchor
drag or deliberate IRGC "maintenance"
closure. Likelihood: High (given the 2025
precedent). Impact: Catastrophic disruption
of 20% of world internet traffic.
Mitigations: Immediate signing of the MOU
and de-escalation of naval blockades.

* US Dollar Collapse: Rapid inflation and
de-dollarization trends in the global south.
Triggers: Prolonged oil prices above $120.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Severe loss of
US global financial leverage. Mitigations:
Release of frozen assets and budget
flexibility measures.

* Nuclear Miscalculation: The breakdown
of the MOU talks over uranium disposal.
Triggers: US demands for wuranium
handover vs. Iranian dilution. Likelihood:
Low. Impact: Return to kinetic bombing
campaigns. Mitigations: Accepting the IAEa
oversight model over handover.

* Israel-Lebanon Civil War: Israeli
attempts to ‘'instigate a civil war" by
targeting specific sects. Triggers:
Assassination of Paramedics/Journalists.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Total regional
destabilization. Mitigations: Lebanese
parliamentary intervention and ceasefire
compliance.

Supply Chain Paralysis: The lack of spare
parts for Gaza and Lebanon infrastructure.
Triggers: Continued blockade of
mechanical parts. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Disease outbreaks (Hepatitis A) and mass
migration. Mitigations: UN-pressured
opening of humanitarian crossings.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS * Black Swan: Total Cyber Decoupling: A

non-state actor or rogue military unit could
drag an anchor and sever all 15-17 cables
in a single night, triggering a global
financial "reset" that neither Iran nor the
US is prepared to manage, leading to a
worldwide economic depression.

* The transcripts mention "high cost
campaigns" against Iran's missile network
but provide no data on Iranian civilian or
military casualty rates, which are necessary
to assess Tehran's actual breaking point.

e There is a significant lack of clarity
regarding China's actual willingness to
pressure Iran, despite Trump's visit to
Beijing; the narrative assumes a pro-Tehran
alignment that may be more opportunistic
than structural.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Transition from carrier-based
defense to anti-FPV electronic warfare
systems to counter the "cheap drone"
advantage currently held by the Axis of

* The state of the Iranian stock market is
described as "reopening" but the "40 listed
companies" that remain closed suggests
internal economic damage that is not fully

) Resistance.
detailed.
. ) e Economic: Accelerate the creation of a
e The Armenian data center report is

non-dollar-based trade clearinghouse for
essential commodities to mitigate the
leverage Iran holds over the petrol-dollar.

presented as a "surprise" tool for spying,
but its actual capability or US-Armenian
cooperation status remains unverified by

non-state sources. * Diplomatic: Utilize Pakistan as a

permanent mediator to establish clear rules
for "smart control" of waterways to avoid
accidental kinetic triggers during the MOU
phase.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Stalemate as a Strategic Decoy: For Private Sector/Investors:
The apparent stalemate and "smart control"

of the Strait could be a strategic deception * Supply Chain: Divert all sensitive

by Iran to mask a significant depletion of its
premium missile stocks, using older
inventory to project strength while the
domestic situation deteriorates.

The US "Pivot" as Controlled Retreat:
Rather than a "humiliating retreat," the
Trump administration may be shifting the
burden of the Ukraine and Middle East
conflicts to Europeans and regional allies
as a deliberate move toward "America
First" isolationism, trading regional
hegemony for domestic economic stability.

maritime cargo to detours around Africa
despite the 10-14 day delay, as Iranian
"disciplinary action" in the Strait is now a
consistent operational risk.

Regulatory: Multinational tech firms must
prepare Iranian law compliance
frameworks for underwater cable
operations if they intend to maintain trans-
continental bandwidth.
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* Capital Allocation: Hedge against insider
frading volatility by monitoring social
media "mild kind statements" from the US
administration, which are used as market
manipulation tools.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative focus is dominated by the
pressure on regional states to join the
Abraham Accords and Iranian threats to
withdraw from the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) if blockades are not lifted.

 BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Iranian 14-Point Plan: A framework
for sanctions relief and "confidence

building measures" demanded by Tehran
as the basis for any MOU.

o Colombia's Single Four-Year Term
Rule: An  institutional constraint
preventing President Gustavo Petro from
running, necessitating the current
runoff.

]

Israeli Death Penalty Law: Newly
legalized death penalty by hanging for
Palestinian prisoners, which activists
claim targets child detainees.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital Presser:
Director Dr. Raid Hussain appealed for
immediate electricity connection to avoid
mass fatalities in neonatal and ICU units.

o Khatam Al-Anbia HQ Statement:
Warned that any violation of "smart
control" regulations would lead to
targeted military responses.

KEY STORIES

Strait of Hormuz Smart Control: IRGC
implements a permit system for ships; 33
vessels transited in 24 hours under Iranian

protection following authorization.

US MOU Stalemate: Negotiations

mediated by Pakistan for a 60-day pause
continue for weeks without a concrete
result.

US Economic Crisis: Gas prices rise 45%;
total consumer cost of war hits $60 billion.

Newark Migrant Curfew: Mayor declares
a curfew around a detention center after
violent protests against Trump immigration
policies.

Colombia Election Runoff: Leftist Ivan
Cepeda and right-wing Abelardo de la
Espriella head to a second round.

Gaza Hospital Power Failure: Al-Agsa
Martyrs Hospital dialysis and neonatal
units threatened with closure after fourth
generator failure.

Hezbollah Drone Strike: A Hezbollah
drone kill n Israeli Idier and
wounded four others near the border.

Pakistan Rejects Abraham Accords:
Islamabad firmly rejects US pressure to
normalize with Israel.

Submarine Cable Leverage: Iran plans to
tax and license multinational tech firms for
fiber optic cable passage through its
waters.

Hanzala Cyber Breach: Hacking group
claims to have breached Israeli records
uncovering military industry funding.

Ukraine Missile Deficit: Zelensky warns

that US shift to Iran has depleted missile

stocks needed for Russian defense.
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* Italian Labor Strike: Nationwide 24-hour
strike in Italy over military spending and
cost of living.

e South Pars Gas Restoration: Iran

restores production at three offshore

platforms hit during the war.

e Camp East Montana Lawsuit: ACLU and
Human Rights Watch sue over abuses at
the El Paso detention facility.

e China-EU Trade Tensions: China warns
the EU over discriminatory trade
restrictions.

e Hormuz Airspace Incident: IRGC shots
down a US MQ-1 drone for violating
Iranian airspace.

* Gaza Water Crisis: Distribution drops by
60% as Israel blockades engine oil and
Spare parts.

e Mexico Pro-Palestine World Cup

Protest: Activists release 400 soccer-ball

painted  balloons to highlight child

prisoners.

Hezbollah FPV Tactics: Resistance uses
$500 drones to outmaneuver multi-million
dollar Israeli defense systems.

* US Pager Attack Allegations: Reports of

"unprecedented" pager attacks by Israel
causing civilian facial injuries.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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