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VENEZUELA'S DOMESTIC CONSOLIDATION

AMIDST REGIONAL VOLATILITY & GLOBAL CONFLICT:
A GEOPOLITICAL SNAPSHOT (JUNE 1, 2026)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

@
COLOMBIA (ELECTORAL TURMOILg: LEVANT (CONFLICT EXPANSION):
Presidential election chaos with right- Israeli capture of Beaufort
wing De la Espriella leading; Incumbent fortress escalates war; Global

Petro alleges ‘algorithmic fraud’, ener?y security and UN
sparking constitutional crisis risk. diplomacy strained.

VENEZUELA (STABILITY FOCUS):
Judicial reform (‘0800-EXTORSION’)
and energy recovery (1.2M bpd oil)
drive domestie consolidation under
Acting President Delcy Rodriguez.

VENEZUELA: CONSOLIDATING DOMESTIC
CONTROL & PROFESSIONALIZATION

ACTING PRESIDENT
DELCY RODRIGUEZ

Projecting Unified Front &
Institutional Reform

Right-wing outsider Abelardo de la
Espriella leads 843.74%) vs. Left-wing
Ivan Cepeda (40.9%). Petro
challenges ‘algorithmic fraud’ and
‘unauthorized modifications’.

708N

JUDICIAL & ANTI-CORRUPTION
DRIVE: ‘0800-EXTORSION'
platform launched to ‘cleanse’
state; Penal justice consultation
for efficiency & human rights.

LEVANT CONFLICT ESCALATION:
Israel seizes strategic Beaufort fortress
i ance calls emergency
S T W S-Iran tensions persist
TECH & Al SOVEREIGNTY: ‘defensive strikes'.
New Vice-Ministry of Al to
integrate predictive models in
public policy & PDVSA; Focus on
‘technological optimization'.
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EMERGING RISKS & GLOBAL IMPACT:

0il output surges to 1.2M bpd Brazil activates protocols for suspected
via younger technocratic Ebola case; Tech risks of Al data exposure; |

IMF re: Energy market shocks.
for stability; Coffee export growth.
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ECONOMIC & ENERGY RECOVERY:
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES -

A INSTITUTIONAL PROFESSIONALIZATION AS
POLITICAL STRATEGY: Using ‘transparency' and
‘technocratic’ language (Al, new engineers‘ to
legitimize control and attract foreign capital,
moving away from ‘chaotic state’image.

ELECTORAL ALGORITHMIC WARFARE:
Colombian dispute centers on counting software
integrity, reflecting global ‘algorithmic distrust'
that threatens democratic legitimacy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK OUTLOOK
RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORT TERM
(1-4 Weeks)

Heightened civil
unrest in Colombia;
Venezuela
announces first
anti-extortion
arrests.

MEDIUM TERM
(1-6 Months)

Al Vice-Ministry
publishes energy
data; Potential
long-term Israeli
security zone in
Lebanon.

LONG TERM
(1-5 Years)

Successful IMF
re-entry could make
Venezuela a
regional credit hub
contingent on
political trajectory).

COLOMBIAN STATE COLLAPSE
(Civil War/Coup Risk)
CYBER-SOVEREIGNTY BREACH
(Al Data Loss)

LEVANT REGIONAL WAR
(0il Price Spike)
TRANSPORTATION UNREST

MODERATE (Fare Hikes)

OVERALL TRAJECTORY: A fracturing multipolar order where Venezuela seeks stability through
reform and energy diplomacy while neighbors face polarization and conflict.
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THE VENEZUELAN
ADMINISTRATION CONSOLIDATES
DOMESTIC CONTROL THROUGH
JUDICIAL REFORM WHILE
REGIONAL ELECTORAL VOLATILITY
IN COLOMBIA AND EXPANDING
CONFLICT IN THE LEVANT
REDEFINE THE GEOPOLITICAL
LANDSCAPE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On June 1, 2026, the Venezuelan political
landscape is characterized by a dual effort of
domestic consolidation and strategic regional
maneuvering. Acting President Delcy
Rodriguez has launched a high-profile judicial
reform initiative centered on a new anti-
extortion platform, signaling a move to
professionalize state security and combat
"matraca" (corruption). This domestic pivot
coincides with a significant recovery in the

energy sector, with national oil production
reaching 1.2 million barrels per day, providing

the fiscal breathing room necessary for the
administration to engage with international
financial institutions, including recent high-
level meetings with the IMF in Washington.

Regionally, the first-round results of the
Colombian presidential
introduced a period of acute instability. The
emergence of right-wing candidate Abelardo
de la Espriella as the frontrunner against left-
wing candidate Ivdn Cepeda has triggered a
challenge from incumbent President Gustavo
Petro, who alleges algorithmic fraud. This
electoral tension is mirrored in the Middle
East, where the Israeli capture of the Beaufort
fortress in Lebanon marks a major escalation
in the regional conflict, further complicating
the global energy and security environment.
The convergence of these events suggests a
fracturing multipolar order where Venezuela
seeks to project stability through institutional
reform and energy diplomacy while its
neighbors face ideological polarization and
conflict.

election have

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Colombian Presidential Election Turmoil

* Right-wing candidate Abelardo de la
Espriella won the first round with 43.74%
of the vote, while Ivan Cepeda of the Pacto
Historico followed with 40.9%.

* Incumbent President Gustavo Petro has
rejected the preliminary results, citing
unauthorized modifications to the counting
software and the irregular inclusion of
800,000 citizens in the electoral roll.

* The runoff election is scheduled for June
21, 2026, with De la Espriella vowing to
defeat "the enemies of Colombia" and
calling for military readiness.
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Venezuelan Judicial and Institutional
Reform

* The administration launched the 0800-
EXTORSION platform to direct citizen
complaints against corrupt state officials
and "cleansing" the police and judiciary.

* A national consultation on penal justice
reform has commenced, aiming to reduce
procedural delays and enhance human
rights protections within the prison system.

* Creation of a new Vice-Ministry of Artificial
Intelligence to  integrate  predictive

technologies into public policy and the
energy sector.

Levant Conflict Escalation

* The Israeli military confirmed the seizure of
the Beaufort fortress in southern Lebanon,
describing it as a strategic victory against
Hezbollah.

* France has requested an emergency UN

Security Council session to address the
expansion of the Israeli ground offensive.

* Ongoing US-Iran tensions persist despite

backchannel negotiations, with the US
launching ‘"defensive strikes" against

Iranian-backed groups in the region.

Economic and Energy Recovery

* Venezuela's oil output surged from 300,000
to 1.2 million barrels per day, attributed to
a younger, more technical management tier
in PDVSA.

* A high-level Venezuelan delegation,
including the head of the Central Bank, met

with IMF officials in Washington to discuss

macroeconomic stability.

National coffee production reached 4

million quintals, with 2.2 million quintals
earmarked for export.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Israel's advancement north of the Litani
River indicates a shift toward a deeper
territorial occupation in Lebanon.

» The Colombian election has prompted calls
for military intervention by leading

candidates to ensure constitutional order.
Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Venezuelan government continues to
lobby the Trump administration for the
total removal of economic sanctions,
framing them as an impediment to
humanitarian health needs.

* Re-engagement with the IMF signals a
potential reintegration of Venezuela into
the global financial system.

Global Health & Biosecurity

* Brazil has activated epidemiological
contingency protocols in Sao Paulo to

investigate a suspected Ebola case in a
traveler from the Democratic Republic of
the Congo.

* The patient is currently isolated at the

Emilio Rivas Institute of Infectology
awaiting molecular confirmation.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The Vice-Ministry of Artificial Intelligence
is tasked with applying models to optimize
oil extraction and refining at PDVSA.

* Concerns regarding Al governance and

data privacy are being addressed by
regional experts, highlighting the risks of

organizational data being exposed to
external Al tools.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutional Professionalization as
Political Strategy

The Venezuelan government is increasingly
using the language of "transparency" and
"technological optimization" to legitimize its
domestic control. By launching the 0800-
EXTORSION line and the Al Vice-Ministry, the
administration is attempting to move away
from the image of a chaotic state toward one
of ‘"efficient governance." This trend is
particularly evident in the oil sector, where
the "miracle" of production recovery is
attributed to a new generation of engineers
rather than the old political guard. This
professionalization serves a dual purpose: it
improves state capacity and provides a more
palatable narrative for international investors
and the IMF.

Electoral Algorithmic Warfare

The Colombian election has become a primary
case study for the weaponization of electoral
technology. The dispute centers not just on
physical ballots but on the integrity of
counting algorithms. President Petro’s refusal
to recognize the "pre-conteo" (pre-count)
handled by a private firm suggests a growing
global trend where the technical
infrastructure of elections is viewed as
inherently  partisan.  This "algorithmic
distrust" threatens to delegitimize democratic
transitions throughout the region, potentially
leading to prolonged civil unrest or military
mediation.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Venezuela is currently managed by Delcy
Rodriguez as Acting President, a role she is
using to project a wunified front against
institutional decay. The launch of judicial
reforms is an implicit acknowledgment of
deep-seated corruption within the police and
judiciary, sectors that have historically been
pillars of the state but are now being
reframed as targets for "cleansing." This
represents a delicate balancing act: the
administration must professionalize these
institutions to attract foreign capital without
alienating the security apparatus that ensures
its survival.

Domestic stability is also being tested by
economic adjustments. The recent 40%
increase in urban transport fares (from 100 to
140 bolivares) highlights the persistent
inflationary pressures. While the government
is providing subsidies and supplies to the
transport sector to mitigate unrest, the
"indexation" of prices continues to impact the
Venezuelan consumer's purchasing power.
The administration's focus on reforestation
serves as a distraction from these core
economic using symbolic
environmentalism to foster a sense of national

grievances,

purpose.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Venezuela is aggressively positioning itself as
a reliable energy partner in a fracturing
global market. The narrative focus on
reaching 1.2 million bpd is clearly aimed at
the United States and the European Union,
framing Venezuelan crude as the solution to
energy shocks caused by the Middle East
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conflict. The administration’s posture toward
the Trump Presidency is one of cautious
engagement, requesting the unfreezing of
resources for humanitarian aid while
simultaneously strengthening ties with China
and Russia through new Al and data
management collaborations.

The "outside world" is portrayed as a source
of both threat (sanctions, regional conflict)
and opportunity (IMF re-engagement, coffee
exports). The Venezuelan state is adapting by
diversifying its alliance structure, seeking a
"multipolar" balance where it can benefit from
Western financial legitimacy without
sacrificing its sovereign political project. The
re-opening of the border with Colombia
further indicates a desire for regional
normalization, provided the electoral outcome
in Bogotd does not result in a hostile right-
wing regime.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Venezuelan economy is showing signs of
high-level stabilization driven by the oil
sector, yet it remains extremely fragile at the
consumer level. The central bank is
attempting to manage a volatile exchange rate
as prices for basic goods continue to fluctuate
daily. The re-engagement with international
creditors suggests a strategic shift toward
debt restructuring, though this remains
contingent on the political trajectory of the
US-Venezuela relationship.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy: Oil production at 1.2M barrels/
day; Coffee production reached 4M quintals
with export growth.

* Currency & Exchange: Official rate at

554.42 bolivares/USD and 645.67 bolivares/
EUR.

* Inflation: Urban transport fare increased
by 40% to 140 bolivares.

* Fiscal Collection: May tax collection
reached 486  billion bolivares, with
significant contributions from VAT (243
billion).

* Commodities: Gold trading at $4,516/0z;
Silver at negative behavior; Brent crude at
$94.94/barrel.

* Digital Assets: Bitcoin recorded at
$71,523; Ethereum at $1,985.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Current leadership dynamics reflect a
consolidation of power within the Rodriguez-
Maduro circle, while the Colombian
leadership is in a state of potential collapse.
The rise of technical "outsiders" in Colombia
suggests a rejection of the traditional political
establishment.

* Delcy Rodriguez: As Presiden
Encargada, she is the public face of the
judicial and institutional reform agenda,
effectively managing state affairs during
this transition period.

* PDVSA Management: A new tier of
younger engineers has replaced older
political appointees, a shift that the
administration credits with the surge in oil
production.

* Abelardo de la Espriella: Emerged as the
frontrunner in Colombia; his right-wing
"outsider" status signals a massive shift
away from both Uribismo and Petrismo.

e Ivan Cepeda: The standard-bearer for the
left, now facing a difficult runoff amid
accusations of fraud from his own party’s
leader (Petro).
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* Félix Mendoza: Identified as the lead news
anchor for sports and national news,
serving as a key communicative figure for
the state’s positive narratives.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial strategy focuses on
national resilience and institutional
progress. The "0800-EXTORSION" initiative
and the "Chuquisaca" reforestation plans are
prioritized to create a sense of internal order.
The Colombian election is framed as chaotic
and potentially fraudulent, contrasting with
the "stable" institutional reforms in Venezuela.

Sports, particularly the U-17 Women's
Volleyball and Ronald Acuia Ir.'s

performance, are used as filler and morale
boosters. Conspicuous omissions include
detailed reporting on the specific causes of
Maduro's absence from the "encargada"
presidency role and a lack of critical analysis
on the actual efficacy of the Al initiatives
versus their symbolic value.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical framing divides the world
into "stable reformers" (Venezuela, potentially
Brazil) and "unstable actors" (Colombia, the
Levant). The United States under Trump is
viewed with a mix of hostility (sanctions) and
opportunistic pragmatism (diplomatic
backchannels).

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Venezuela (Delcy Rodriguez): Portrayed
as principled and competent. "We are going
to take the step to do justice for the honest
police... we want to end extortion."

* Colombia (Gustavo Petro): Framed as

embattled and skeptical of his own
institutions. He "does not recognize the
result" and denounces "algorithmic
modifications."

Israel (Benjamin Netanyahu): Portrayed
as aggressive and decisive. The taking of
Beaufort is framed as a "historical symbol"
of military dominance.

United States (Donald Trump): Framed
as a strong but transactional leader.

Venezuela "asks President Trump again" to
release resources, acknowledging his

central role in the regional economy.
NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* IMF: Portrayed as a necessary partner for

macroeconomic legitimacy, reflecting a

shift from previous anti-IMF rhetoric.

* Hezbollah/Hesbolah: Framed as a chaotic
force currently losing ground to the Israeli
advance.

* Samsung/Google: Portrayed as

technological sovereigns whose AI tools

(Gemini) are essential but present new
risks to data privacy.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The Venezuelan
government is seeding the narrative of a
"technocratic miracle" in PDVSA to
decouple the oil sector's success from past

political controversies.

* Disinformation Allegations: In Colombia,
both sides are engaging in psychological
operations. De la Espriella refers to Petro
as a "dr riminal," while Petro

seeds doubt about the reliability of digital
counting systems.
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* Propaganda: The use of reforestation
plans and "ecological anniversaries" to
paint the state as an environmental leader
while managing a carbon-heavy energy
recovery.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Colombian Constitutional Crisis: If the
National Electoral Council upholds the
results, a Petro-led "street" mobilization is
likely, potentially forcing a military
intervention before the June 21 runoff.

* Venezuelan IMF Re-Entry: The
delegation's visit to DC suggests a debt-for-
oil swap proposal may be in development,

which would require significant US

sanctions relief.

Regional Health Crisis: A positive Ebola
confirmation in Brazil would likely trigger
border closures across the Amazon basin,
disrupting recovering trade routes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
civil unrest in B i an llin as
electoral challenges proceed. Venezuela will
likely announce the first arrests of high-
ranking officials via the 0800-EXTORSION

line to prove the program's efficacy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Vice-
Ministry of AI will begin publishing data on
energy optimization to attract "technical"
foreign investment. Israel may attempt to
establish a permanent security zone north of
the Litani River, leading to a long-term
insurgency.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Successful IMF re-
engagement could transform Venezuela into a

regional credit hub, provided the technocratic
shift in PDVSA survives the eventual return of
a full (non-acting) presidency.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk environment is dominated by
regional electoral instability and the potential
for a new global health crisis. These risks are
compounded by the rapid adoption of AI in
governance without sufficient cybersecurity
frameworks.

* Colombian State Collapse: Risk of civil
war or military coup. Triggers: Petro’s
formal rejection of the CNE’s final first-
round results. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Severe regional destabilization.
Mitigations: International observers and
UN mediation of the algorithmic audit.

Regional Ebola Outbreak: Spread of the
virus from Brazil. Triggers: Failure of Sao
Paulo isolation protocols. Likelihood: Low-
Moderate. Impact: Massive humanitarian
and trade crisis. Mitigations: Immediate
regional epidemiological synchronization.

Levant Regional War: Direct US-Iran
confrontation. Triggers: An Iranian-backed
strike on an Israeli target in the occupied
Beaufort zone. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Global oil price spike >$150/
barrel. Mitigations: US-mediated 60-day
ceasefire extension.

* Venezuelan Cyber-Sovereignty Breach:
Loss of state data via Al tools. Triggers:
Integration of unvetted corporate Al into
PDVSA’'s internal networks. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Economic sabotage or data
leak. Mitigations: Development of a
sovereign, offline Al model.
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* Transportation Unrest: Mass protests
over fare hikes. Triggers: Further
indexation of the 140 bolivares fare as the
currency devalues. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Disruption of national logistics.
Mitigations: Expansion of the "Feria del
Transportista" subsidies.

* The AI Trojan Horse: Venezuela’s push

for Al in PDVSA is not a technocratic
upgrade but a data-mining operation by
a foreign power (likely China) to gain
granular control over the nation’s energy
infrastructure  under the guise of
"optimization."

* Black Swan: The suspected Ebola case in
GAPS & BLIND SPOTS Brazil is a bio-weapon test or a
misdiagnosis of a new, more lethal strain of
Hemorrhagic Fever, leading to a global
quarantine of South America.

* The transcripts do not explain the precise
legal mechanism by which Delcy
Rodriguez is serving as "Presidenta
Encargada" while Maduro is still mentioned
as Commander-in-Chief.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

e There is a lack of information on the
specific companies handling the
Colombian election software, making the
"algorithmic fraud" claims difficult to verify.

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Establish a Regional Electoral Oversight
Committee to conduct a forensic audit of
the Colombian software before June 21 to
prevent state collapse.

* The status of the "militias" in the Middle
East conflict (Hezbollah, etc.) is reported
via Israeli sources only, creating a one-
sided view of the battlefield.

* The impact of Ecuador’'s removal of
Colombian tariffs on the Venezuelan-
Colombian trade balance is not discussed.

* Incentivize the localization of Al
development to prevent critical
infrastructure data from being processed
by foreign cloud services.

* Prepare for a potential refugee surge from
Colombia if the runoff results in prolonged
civil conflict.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The "Controlled Chaos" Hypothesis: The
Colombian electoral dispute is being
orchestrated by the US to justify a long-
term "Plan Colombia" style intervention,
ensuring a right-wing buffer against
Venezuela regardless of the ballot outcome.

* Energy Sector: Hedging against a $120+
oil price is advised given the Israeli
advancement in L.ebanon.

* Logistics: Shift supply chains toward
marine transport to mitigate risks of road
closures in Colombia and the Venezuelan
andean regions.

* Compliance: Monitor IMF-Venezuela
communications for early signs of debt-
restructuring opportunities or new
sanctioned-entity lists.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on the
professionalization of the energy sector and
the regulation of basic commodities to
stabilize the economy and foster international
investment.

 BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Law of Coffee and Cocoa: A 44-article

instrument to simplify procedures and

open doors for foreign investment in the
agricultural sector.

o Penal Justice Reform: A broad package
to transform the penal system, focusing
on human righ n r ral

fFici '

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
> 0800-EXTORSION  Launch: Press
conference by Delcy Rodriguez

announcing the hotline to combat state-
level corruption.

o Colombian Electoral Challenge:

President Petro’s televised rejection of

the "pre-conteo" results.

KEY STORIES

* Colombian Election Results: Abelardo de
la Espriella wins the first round with
43.74% (10,361,490 votes); Ivan Cepeda
follows with 40.9% (9,688,361 votes). Petro
challenges the count, alleging fraud.

* Venezuela Anti-Extortion Initiative:
Launch of 0800-EXTORSION platform to
handle direct citizen complaints against
officials.

» Israel Seizes Beaufort: Israeli troops take
Beaufort fortress in southern Lebanon;
France requests emergency UN Security
Council meeting.

* Suspected Ebola in Brazil: Investigation
into a 37-year-old traveler from DRC with
fever in Sao Paulo.

* Oil Production Surge: Venezuelan

production reaches 1.2 million bpd under
new technocratic management.

e IMF Meeting: Venezuelan central bank
officials meet IMF directors in DC for
macroeconomic talks.

Transport Fare Hike: Urban fares in
Venezuela rise 40% to 140 bolivares.

e Ecuador Tariffs Removal: Ecuador
eliminates 100% tariffs on Colombian
imports to normalize trade.

Reforestation Decree: Plan Chuquisaca
aims to plant 100,000 trees across
Venezuela.

* Women's Volleyball Silver: Venezuela
U-17 team takes silver medal in Pan
American Championship after loss to USA.

Baseball Performance: Ronald Acuiia Jr.
hits fifth homer in four days; major focus on
MLB Venezuelan stars.

Al Vice-Ministry: Official creation of the
Vice-Ministry of Artificial Intelligence to

manage national big data.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.

.org/announcing-our-
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