H E

G D E L T

KSTS

JUNE 1, 2026

P R

TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

OJ ECT

CONVERGENCE OF DOMESTIC WELFARE RETRENCHMENT, GEOPOLITICAL
INSTABILITY, AND ELECTORAL POLARISATION IN THE AMERICAS

US-IRAN

|\ ESCALATION :“.‘

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL

Mandatnry Work

Reiulrements for
SNAP (18-64) &

Exemption Removal.

« $187 Billion Reduction Estimates.
+ 3.5+ Million Mass Benefit Losses Feared
AZ, CA hit hardest).

Ivén Ce eda

Abelardo de la Espriella
(40%, uallst)

(43%, Ultra-conservative)

ood Banks Nearing Capacity (Surge in Demand)

AZ: 51% Eligible
{ Recipient Reduction

ARMED CONFLICT &
MILITARIZATION:

« US Command South
Kinotic Operations (Drug
Trafficking, Casualties).

* Aquaruto Penitentiary Riot
ESmana Mexnco, National

uard Deployed)

CIVIL UNREST &
SOCIAL ORDER:

« Newark Detention Center
Protests (Violence,
Curfew).

. Mlgranl Hundqev Strikes

Enndmonslﬂnnd Reform).
CLIMATE & EXTREME
WEATHER:

* 2026 Hurricane Season
(EI Nifio, 8-14 storms
predwted)

« Early Fire Season in

Western US (High Winds,
Dry Vegetation).

DIPLOMACY &
STATECRAFT:

* Mexico's Sheinbaum
Defiant Posture

« President Petro Denounces Results, Refuses
Recognition. Allegations of Fraud v:

THE WEAPONISATION
OF SOVEREIGNTY
« National Sovereignty as
Defensive Shield
(Sheinbaum, Petro against
us Influence/lntervenlmn)

« Framing Domestic Challenges
as External Threats.

THE PRIVATISATION OF
ENFORCEMENT &
SURVEILLANCE
+ Automated Systems
(Dax Rook Robot).
« Private Detention Centers

s.
International Observers (Generally Transparent). | gAVIs managed Famm‘

\ *| * Runoff: June 21 (Acute Instability).

Expats in US:
Strong de la
Espriella Support

A

==

« US Strikes on Iranian Drone Centers & Radars.

« Iran Retaliates Against US Air Base. Tehran

« Suspends Communications (Citing Israeli
Strikes in Lehanon? Threat of Strait of Hormuz
Closure (Global Oif Market Disruption).

ke

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DYNAMICS

lashpoints for Unrest

ECONOMIC
RETRENCHMENT VS.
MEGA-EVENT SPENDING
« Stark Contrast: SNAP Safety
Net Cuts vs. Capital
Investments in 2026 FIFA
World Cup & US 250th
Anniversary (National Prestige
over Social Resilience).

CALIFORNIA PRIMARY &
DOMESTIC POLITICAL SENTIMENT

Gubernatorial Primary Polling:

22% 21%

Tom Stier

Javner Becerra
(28%) (22%)

" Steve Hilton
(21%)

+ Campaign Dominated by PUBLIC SAFETV
Concerns (San Jose/SF Shootings,
Wounded Officer), Deeply Dmded Electorate
Rising Crime, Economic Uncertainty).
ke Pence Critiques Trump
Admmlstratlon (Republican Factionalism).

ENubody‘s Pifata’).
olombia Runoff Pivot
Point (Uribe-aligned
Forces, South American
Dlplomacy)

{JNTIE%NSI:; DV?;!#ICS:F e f EXTERNAL DYNAMICS:

nite es (Partisan Fractures, Socia Fracturing US-Mexico Security Partnership (Transactional, Adversarial).
Strain, Elite Infighting, Urban Instabili
Colombia (Exec?:twegénsls Constdutggal Reﬂ’nnal Blnc Shifts (Potential Conservative Bloc: US-Colombia, Challenge
Crisis, Polarized Sentunenﬁ

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT, LEADERSHIP CHANGES, AND STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT:

€

é Fiscal Austerity & Global Volatility.
g§ SNAP Cuts Dampen Consumption.
6 0il Market Edge (Hormuz Threat).
@ Target Health Violations.

o\ Adidas World Cup Tech Investment.

B a Agriculture/Food (SNAP Cuts,
lexican Livestock Ban).

+ Energy (Hormuz Closure Risk).
,/,‘ﬁ Unemployment (Mexico Record Low).
"E2 Retail (Target Closures).

LEADERSHIP CHANGES:

[
-
Abelardo de la Espriella
(Colombia Runoff Frontrunner).

Ivan Cepeda (Leftist
Continuity Challenge).

Javier Becerra
(CA Primary Lead).

Mike Pence
(GOP Schism).

Kane Parsons (Hollywood
Generational Shift).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT
SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months) LONG TERM (15 Years)

SNAP Cut Budget
Impact, World Cup
Surveillance Testbed
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HYPOTHESES & FUTURE OUTLOOK:

Civil Unrest Sur?e (SNAP Riots), Colombian Runoff Violence
(High Risk), US-Tran Escalation (Imminent Maritime Incident).
CONTRARIAN SCENARIOS: SNAP "Economic Shock Therapy",
Petro's "Self-Coup” Hypothetical.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 1, 2026, marks a volatile nexus of
domestic policy shifts and international

friction. In the United States, the
implementation of stringent work
requirements for the SNAP/CalFresh

program under the One Big Beautiful Build
law has triggered warnings of mass benefit
losses for over 3.5 million people, particularly
affecting Arizona and California. This
domestic retrenchment coincides with the
start of a hazardous fire season in the
Western US and record-breaking heatwaves in
the Central Valley, exacerbating the
vulnerability of populations.
Simultaneously, the US is navigating a high-
stakes California primary where Attorney
General Javier Becerra leads a crowded field,
reflecting a deeply divided electorate
grappling with rising crime and economic

low-income

uncertainty.

Regionally, Colombia’s presidential
election has entered a period of acute
instability following the first round. The
advancement of ultra-conservative Abelardo
de la Espriella and officialist Ivan Cepeda to a
June 21 runoff has sparked allegations of
fraud from President Gustavo Petro, who
has refused to recognize the preliminary
results. In Mexico, President Claudia
Sheinbaum continues to project a posture of
"national sovereignty," warning the US
against political interference while facing
ongoing challenges regarding trans-border
tunnels and trafficking networks. These
regional tensions are further complicated by a
sharp escalation in the Middle East, where
US-Iran military exchanges have resulted
in the suspension of peace talks and renewed
threats to global energy corridors.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Crisis in the US Social Safety Net

* The One Big Beautiful Build act
introduces mandatory 20-hour weekly work
requirements for SNAP recipients aged
18-64 without dependents, eliminating
prior veteran and homel

Economic analysts estimate a $187 billion
reduction in food assistance, with Arizona
seeing a 51% reduction in eligible
recipients.

* Food banks across California report they

are nearing capacity as they prepare for a

surge in demand following the June 1
implementation.
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2. Colombian Flectoral Volatility and * The campaign is dominated by concerns

Institutional Friction over public safety, highlighted by high-

profile shootings in San Jose and San

* Abelardo de la Espriella (43%) and Ivan Francisco, and a police officer wounded in
Cepeda (40%) move to a second-round the line of duty.

runoff; de la Espriella maintains strong

support among Colombian expats in the
Us.

* Former VP Mike Pence has critiqued the
current Trump administration’s shift away
from traditional conservative principles,

* President Petro has denounced the signaling internal Republican factionalism.
electoral software and refused to accept

results, a move Bernie Moreno and
international observers have publicly

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

challenged. Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Over 1,300 international observers
reported a generally transparent process, * US Command South reports ongoing
despite 600 minor incidents, creating a kinetic operations against maritime drug
narrative clash between the executive and trafficking, including the sinking of vessels
electoral authorities. resulting in casualties in the Pacific and

Caribbean.
3. US-Iran Military Escalation and

e A riot at the Aguaruto Penitentiary in
Diplomatic Collapse g v

Sinaloa, Mexico, left seven inmates dead
and necessitated deployment of the
National Guard.

* US forces conducted strikes on Iranian
drone control centers and radars
following the downing of a US drone; Iran
retaliated against a US air base.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

e Tehran has officially suspended all * Protests at the Delaney Hall detention
communications with Washington, citing center in Newark escalated into violence,
Israeli strikes in Lebanon as a violation of leading to a city-wide curfew from 21:00 to
prior ceasefire understandings. 06:00.

 Iranian officials are reportedly evaluating * Hunger strikes among migrants in
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a move California and New Jersey enter their
that would significantly disrupt global oil thirteenth day, focusing on medical
markets. conditions and bond reform.

4. California Primary and Domestic Climate & Extreme Weather

Political Sentiment
* The 2026 Hurricane Season officially

e Polling for the gubernatorial primary shows begins, with forecasts predicting 8 to 14
Javier Becerra leading at 28%, followed by named storms and a 55% probability of a
Tom Stier (22%) and Steve Hilton (21%). below-normal season due to El Nino.

* Santa Rosa and Hillsborough, CA, have
declared an early start to fire season due

to high winds and dry vegetation.
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Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Mexico’s President Sheinbaum maintains a
defiant posture toward Washington, stating
Mexico is '"nobody's pifata" regarding
migration and drug policy.

* Colombia's election runoff represents a
strategic pivot point for South American
diplomacy, with Uribe-aligned forces

seeking a return wer.

Food & Water Security

» Legislative changes to SNAP threaten to
increase food insecurity for nearly 9% of
total beneficiaries within seven months.

* Regional infrastructure failures, such as a
rat infestation at a San Jose Target, forced

the closure of food departments by county

health inspectors.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponisation of Sovereignty

A recurring theme across the Americas is the
use of "national sovereignty" as a defensive
shield against US influence. President
Sheinbaum of Mexico and President Petro of
Colombia both frame domestic challenges—
drug trafficking and electoral integrity,
respectively—as battlegrounds against US
intervention. Sheinbaum explicitly linked US
conservative  political interests to the
destabilisation of Mexico, while Petro’s
questioning of election results serves to
delegitimize an opposition he claims is backed

by foreign powers.

The Privatisation of Enforcement and
Surveillance

Governance is increasingly mediated through
private and automated systems. In Hollister,

CA, the deployment of the Dax Rook sidewalk
evaluation robot automates urban
maintenance assessments. Conversely, the
management of detention centers by private
firms, such as the Avis-managed facility in
Newark, has become a flashpoint for civil
unrest, as government authorities struggle to

manage violent protests surrounding these
privatized sites.

Economic Retrenchment vs. Mega-Event
Spending

A stark contrast exists between the drastic
cuts to the SNAP social safety net and the
massive capital investments in the 2026 FIFA
World Cup and the US 250th Anniversary.
While millions face food assistance cuts,
resources are poured into high-tech footballs
and partisan political rallies replacing

traditional concerts. This tension highlights a
governance strategy that prioritizes national
prestige and partisan mobilization over basic
social resilience.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Partisan Fractures and
Social Strain

* The implementation of the One Big
Beautiful Build law is creating a regional
divide, with Arizona and Louisiana

suffering disproportionate welfare losses
compared to California.

* Elite infighting is evidenced by Mike
Pence’s public break from Trump, claiming
the administration has  abandoned
conservative principles for a populist

agenda.
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* Urban instability is rising in the Bay Area,
marked by police-involved shootings and
hit-and-runs in the Castro district, fueling a
law-and-order narrative in the primary
elections.

Colombia: Executive Crisis

* President Petro’s refusal to accept election
results is driving a constitutional crisis,
pitting the presidency against the electoral

ftware and registrar.

* Public sentiment is highly polarized, with
de la Espriella supporters celebrating a
"miracle" while Petro warns of a "patria
oscura" (dark homeland).

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fracturing US-Mexico
Partnership

Security

Mexico is increasingly framing its relationship
with the US as transactional and adversarial.
While acknowledging cooperation on the
discovery of Otay Mesa tunnels, Mexico City
is demanding the US do more to stop the
outflow of arms and cash. The US is
portrayed as a source of instability, both
through its demand for drugs and its military
strikes against traffickers which Mexico views
with skepticism.

Regional Bloc Shifts

The potential victory of Abelardo de la
Espriella in Colombia would represent a
significant win for Trump-aligned regional
forces, shifting Colombia back toward a
hawkish, right-wing alignment. This
represents a challenge to the "Pink Tide" of
left-wing governments in the region and
would likely solidify a new conservative bloc
spanning the US and Colombia.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is characterized by
fiscal austerity in the social sector and high-
stakes volatility in global commodities. The
sudden withdrawal of $187 billion in SNAP
benefits is expected to dampen domestic
consumption among low-income brackets,
while threats to the Strait of Hormuz keep oil
markets on edge. In the corporate sector,
Target faces localized operational risks due to
health violations, while the sports tech sector,
led by Adidas, is seeing significant

investment in real-time data analytics for the
World Cup.

* Agriculture/Food: $187 billion cut from
SNAP assistance; suspension of Mexican
livestock exports to the US due to "worm"
infestations.

* Energy: Potential closure of the Strait of
Hormuz threatens global oil supply chain
resilience.

* Unemployment: Mexico reports a record
low 2.5% unemployment rate despite
security challenges.

* Retail: Target branch in San Jose ordered
to close food sections by health inspectors.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Electoral transitions and public breaks in
long-standing alliances define the day’s
personnel dynamics, signaling shifts toward
populist consolidation or reactionary
opposition.

* Abelardo de 1la Espriella: The ultra-
conservative lawyer has emerged as the
clear winner of the first round in Colombia,
positioning himself to dismantle the Petro
legacy.
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* Ivan Cepeda: The officialist candidate
faces a steep challenge to maintain leftist
continuity after a weaker-than-expected
first-round showing.

* Javier Becerra: As the frontrunner in the

CA gubernatorial primary, his performance
will be a referendum on the state's

handling of crime and homelessness.

* Mike Pence: His public denunciation of
Trump’s "New Republican" agenda marks a
formal schism in the GOP.

* Kane Parsons: The 20-year-old director's

$81 million opening signals a generational

shift in Hollywood power dynamics.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s hierarchy reflects a struggle
between  hard news and cultural
distraction. Lead stories were dominated by
regional violence and the Colombian election,
yet significant airtime was devoted to World
Cup 2026 preparations and the 250th US
Anniversary controversy. The tone is often
alarmist regarding crime and migration, but
celebratory regarding sports and technical
innovation. A conspicuous omission is any
detailed reporting on the civilian impact of
the US Command South strikes against drug
vessels, which are reported as successes
without independent verification of the
"terrorist" or "trafficker" labels applied to
those killed.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing arena
where traditional alliances are under strain
and populist leaders are asserting new forms
of control. The US is framed as both a
benevolent protector (World Cup technology)

and a source of destabilizing economic
pressure (SNAP cuts).

* United States (Trump Administration):
Portrayed as strong and decisive, yet
divisive and partisan. The administration is
framed as prioritizing "One Big Beautiful
Build" over the traditional social safety net.

* Colombia (Gustavo Petro): Framed as
unstable and desperate, using social media
(X) to undermine democratic institutions
after an electoral setback.

e Iran: Portrayed as a foe and a chaotic
actor, weaponizing its control over the
Strait of Hormuz to respond to regional
military pressure.

Mexico (Claudia Sheinbaum): Framed as
principled and sovereign, positioning
Mexico as an equal to the US while
managing deep internal security crises.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The use of Al-
recreated voices (Chespirito) for the
Mexican World Cup announcement blurs
the line between cultural nostalgia and
synthetic media manipulation.

* Disinformation: The clash over
Colombian electoral software serves as a
case study in how leaders can preemptively
delegitimize results to maintain power
despite international oversight.

* Propaganda: The replacement of 250th
anniversary concerts with political rallies
represents a shift from national to partisan
commemoration.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Civil Unrest Surge: The implementation
of SNAP work requirements will likely
trigger localized "food riots" or intensified
protests at urban distribution centers by
late summer 2026.

* Colombian Runoff Violence: Given the
high polarization and Petro's rejection of
the first round, the June 21 runoff is at
high risk for political violence or a
contested outcome that may require
military intervention.

* US-Iran Escalation: The suspension of
communications suggests that a maritime
incident in the Strait of Hormuz is
imminent as both sides test each other's
red lines.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The California
primary results will redefine state-level
immigration and crime policies. Expect
increased arrests related to the Newark
curfew as detention center protests continue.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The budget
impact of the SNAP cuts will become visible
in regional economic data, likely showing a
contraction in retail spending in rural Arizona
and California. The World Cup will serve as a
massive surveillance testbed for Connected
Ball technology.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural shift
in Colombia could lead to a bifurcated South
America, with a conservative northern tier
(Colombia-US) and a fragmented southern
bloc, fundamentally altering OAS dynamics.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Global Energy Supply Disruption -
Triggers: Iranian blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact:
Critical; Mitigations: Increased US naval
presence and diplomatic backchannels
through Oman.

* Risk: Contested Colombian Election -
Triggers: Petro's continued rejection of
results and civil mobilization; Likelihood:
High; Impact: High; Mitigations: Unified
international recognition of the final results
by the OAS and UN.

* Risk: Domestic US Food Insecurity
Crisis - Triggers: Failure of food banks to
meet surge demand from SNAP cuts;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Moderate (High
in  Arizona); Mitigations:  State-level
emergency funding for hunger relief.

* Risk: Escalation of Urban Unrest in NJ/
CA - Triggers: Deaths in custody during
migrant  hunger  strikes;  Likelihood:
Moderate; Impact: Moderate; Mitigations:
Restoring family visitation and independent
medical oversight in facilities.

* Risk: Trans-border Infrastructure
Breach - Triggers: Discovery of large-scale
tunnels used for militant entry; Likelihood:
Moderate; Impact: High; Mitigations:
Enhanced monitoring and
Binational task force integration.

seismic

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Lack of -evidence provided by US
Command South for the "drug-trafficking"
status of vessels sunk in the Caribbean

* The specific funding sources for de la
Espriella’s "miracle" campaign in Colombia
remain unexamined.
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e The actual health risks of the
experimental drug Razib beyond its
potential to duplicate survival rates are
nder-repor

* The degree to which Mexican cartels have
infiltrated the '"national sovereignty"
narrative of President Sheinbaum is not
analyzed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The SNAP "Economic Shock Therapy"
Scenario

While the SNAP cuts are framed as a social
disaster, a contrarian view suggests they are a
deliberate labor supply shock intended to
force millions into low-wage service sectors to
curb wage-push inflation. The resulting
domestic instability might be an intended
political outcome, providing a pretext for
further national security-style enforcement in
urban centers.

Petro’s "Self-Coup" Hypothetical

Petro’s rejection of the election results may
not be a sign of weakness but a premeditated
stalling tactic to consolidate power or declare
a state of emergency, effectively bypassing the
runoff he expects to lose.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Monitor Colombian military posture
closely to ensure they remain neutral in the
electoral Registrar-Petro dispute.

* Prioritize Middle East diplomatic de-
escalation to prevent a Brent Crude price
spike during a period of US domestic
benefit cuts.

* Enhance firefighting resource allocation
in California ahead of what is projected to
be a severe dry season.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from
dependence on energy transiting the Strait
of Hormuz as regional tensions peak.

* Retail: Prepare for rational
at large-scale retail locations due to social
unrest or increased health inspector
scrutiny.

* Tech/AI: Monitor the regulatory fallout of
Al-synthetic voices in public broadcasting
for potential new liability risks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is dominated by the fallout
of the One Big Beautiful Build law and its
implications for the US social contract. The
discourse reflects a shift toward work-first
welfare policies and an expansion of the
"national security" remit to include anti-drug
maritime operations.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: One Big
Beautiful Build Act: A comprehensive law
that $187 billion in SNAP funding and

imposes strict work requirements for adults
aged 18-64.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Newark
Mayor’s Emergency Press Conference:
Announcing  the

nforcemen
detention center riots.

curfew and law
following

mobilization
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« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
Sheinbaum Second Anniversary
Address: A major speech defining Mexican

posture on sovereignty and US relations.

KEY STORIES

* Colombian Presidential FElection First
Round: Abelardo de la Espriella and Ivan
Cepeda advance to runoff amid fraud

allegations by President Petro.
SNAP/CalFresh Benefit Cuts:
Implementation of new work requirements

impacts 3.5 million Americans starting June
1.

* US-Iran Military Exchange: Strikes and

counter-strikes result in suspension of
peace talks and Hormuz threats.

* California Primary Polling: Javier

Becerra leads gubernatorial field at 28% in

latest Emerson poll.

* San Jose/San Francisco Violence:
Multiple shootings, including a wounded
police officer and a graduate party fatality.

* Newark Detention Center Riots: Violent
clashes between pro- and anti-ICE groups

lead to a mandatory curfew.

* World Cup 2026 Ball Unveiling: Adidas
introduces the "Tri Onda" featuring

Connected Bold Technology.

* Otay Mesa Tunnel Discovery: 900-foot
tunnel connecting Tijuana and San Diego

found by Mexican authorities.

Pancreatic Cancer Drug Breakthrough:
Razib pill shows promise in attacking KRAS

proteins to duplicate survival chances.

* 250th US Anniversary Controversy:
Trump proposes partisan rallies as artists
withdraw from official concerts.

* Amazon Deforestation Report:
Monitoring shows Brazil's deforestation at
its lowest level since 2019.

* Target Health Violations: Rat infestation

in San Jose Target forces departmental

closures.

e Hurricane Season Launch: Officials warn
of high-risk fire and storm conditions for
the Western US and Caribbean.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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