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GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILITY AND

TECH SOVEREIGNTY: A WORLD

BRACING FOR ENERGY SHOCKS, AI

CONSOLIDATION, AND ESCALATING

CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  landscape  on  June  2,  2026,  is

defined  by  the  intersection  of  systemic

conflicts in the Middle East and Ukraine, the

rapid financialization of artificial intelligence,

and widening domestic fissures in the United

States and United Kingdom. On Day 95 of the

US-Israel  war  with  Iran,  Operation  Epic

Fury has  successfully  reduced  Iran's

conventional shield, but the ongoing blockade

of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz continues  to  hold

the  global  energy  market  hostage.  Despite

President  Trump’s claims  of  a  brokered

partial ceasefire in Lebanon, non-state actors

like Hezbollah have rejected the terms, and

the humanitarian crisis  in southern Lebanon

remains acute following the targeting of the

Jabal Amel Hospital in Tyre.

In the technology sector, the AI "arms race"

has  reached  a  trillion-dollar  fever  pitch  as

Anthropic filed  for  a  confidential  IPO at  a

projected  valuation  exceeding  $1  trillion,

challenging the market dominance of OpenAI

and  SpaceX.  This  financial  surge  occurs

against  a  backdrop  of  increasing  "tech

protectionism," with China introducing tough

new restrictions on the export of sensitive AI

and semiconductor know-how. Simultaneously,

Nvidia has  unveiled  the  RTX  Spark  chip,

signaling  a  strategic  shift  toward  "edge  AI"

and decentralized computing agents intended

to  transform  personal  computers  into

"autonomous digital co-workers."

Domestic institutions in both the UK and US

face  severe  legitimacy  tests.  In  the  UK,  the

Henry  Nowak murder  case  has  sparked  a

national  debate  over  "two-tier  policing" and

institutional empathy, following the release of

body  cam  footage  showing  the  18-year-old

being  handcuffed  while  repeatedly  pleading

that he could not breathe. In the US, the mid-

term  primary  elections and  President

Trump’s controversial  appointment  of  Bill

Pulte as  interim  Director  of  National

Intelligence underscore a growing rift within

the  Republican  party  and  a  perceived

preference for personal loyalty over strategic

expertise in cabinet-level governance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trillion-Dollar AI IPO Market Entry

Anthropic filed  confidential  paperwork

with  the  SEC  for  an  IPO  this  year,  with

valuations expected to top $1 trillion.

Alphabet is planning an equity raise of $80

billion to fund its ongoing AI infrastructure

spending spree.

The market is increasingly skeptical of  AI

"cash-burning"  companies,  drawing

comparisons  to  the  dotcom bubble of  the

late 1990s.
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The Iran War and Energy Security

Secretary of State Marco Rubio testified

that the US would not grant sanctions relief

to  Iran  until  they  commit  to  a  long-term

Phase Two nuclear deal.

The  Strait  of  Hormuz remains  partially

"leaking" via a "dark trade," though official

transit  remains  blocked,  keeping  Brent

crude at $94 per barrel.

The  US  successfully  intercepted  two

Iranian  ballistic  missiles targeted  at

American forces in Kuwait.

Massive  Russian  Aerial  Assault  on

Ukraine

Russia launched its largest aerial attack in

months, using 73 missiles and 656 drones

across Kyiv, Dnipro, and Kharkiv.

At least 22 civilians were killed, with over

100 injured in residential strikes.

President Zelenskyy warned that Ukraine

has  exhausted  its  stocks of  Patriot

interceptor  missiles,  appealing  directly  to

Trump for resupply.

The Henry Nowak Policing Crisis (UK)

One officer has resigned and three remain

serving  following  the  release  of

"harrowing" footage of Henry Nowak's final

moments.

The Home Secretary announced a review of

Race  guidance for  the  National  Police

Chiefs  Council  (NPCC) to  address

accusations of biased treatment.

Political  figures  like  Nigel  Farage are

leveraging the case to argue that "two-tier

policing" exists,  while  the  government

rejects the claim.

Ebola Outbreak and Regional Protests

Two  people  were  shot  dead in  Nanyuki,

Kenya, during protests against a US-backed

Ebola isolation facility.

The World Health Organization (WHO)

has  reported 321 cases  and 48 deaths in

the current DRC/Uganda outbreak.

The  Kenyan  High  Court has  suspended

construction of  the  US  facility  pending

further investigation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Bill Pulte was appointed as interim DNI,

a  move  criticized  by  Senator  Mark

Warner as  prioritizing  loyalty  over

experience.

Marco  Rubio is  serving  a  dual  role as

Secretary  of  State  and  acting  National

Security  Advisor,  a  consolidation  of

diplomatic and strategic power.

The  UK  government  is  embroiled  in  the

Peter  Mandelson  scandal,  with  leaked

documents  revealing  critiques  of  Keir

Starmer's leadership  from within  his  own

circle.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

China’s  new rules  power  the  blockade of

overseas  deals,  recently  forcing  Meta to

reverse a $2.5 billion purchase of a Chinese

AI start-up.

Cisco is  pivoting  toward  AI-optimized

networking,  positioning  itself  as  the

"backbone"  of  the  AI  economy to  support

"autonomous co-workers."

Concerns  are  rising  over  "Anthropic

Mythos," an  AI  tool  found  to  outperform

humans in cybersecurity and hacking tasks.
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Climate & Extreme Weather

The  WMO reports  an  80% probability of

conditions  for  the  strongest  El  Nino on

record developing by late 2026.

This weather pattern is expected to restrict

food production globally, potentially driving

up prices for wheat and rice.

Ocean  temperatures  in  the  equatorial

Pacific  are  currently  up  to  six  degrees

Celsius above average.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  ECB is  likely  to  raise  interest  rates

again  as  Eurozone  inflation  hit  3.2% in

May, driven by energy costs.

Iran is suffering an eight-year high inflation

rate and  a  loss  of  $7 billion in  monthly

revenue due to naval blockades.

African nations are launching the ADAPT

initiative to create a common rulebook for

intra-continental digital trade.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Transparency

The  Mandelson  Doc  Drop represents  a

significant  trend  in  the  weaponization  of

transparency. With 1,500 pages of internal

government  communications  released,  the

strategy of "redacting via triple asterisks" has

ironically  highlighted  the  Gaps in  public

knowledge rather than settling the issue. The

refusal by Peter Mandelson to hand over his

personal phone on legal advice suggests that

"digital  due  diligence"  has  become  a  new

battlefield for administrative accountability.

The  "AI  Factory"  vs.  Data  Center

Paradigm

The  technology  narrative  is  shifting  from

static data storage to the concept of the "AI

Factory." Nvidia  CEO  Jensen  Huang is

pushing a paradigm where data is treated as a

raw  material  for  inference  output rather

than  something  to  be  archived.  This  trend

toward  "always-on"  intelligence  is  driving

massive  capital  expenditures  (CapEx)  and a

networking supercycle, as AI agents consume

up  to  450% more  bandwidth than  human

users.

The  Divergence  of  US-Israel  Strategic

Objectives

While President Trump is signaling an urge

to  exit the  war  to  claim  victory,  Benjamin

Netanyahu is  under  intense  domestic

pressure  from  his  right-wing  coalition to

deliver  a  "final  blow"  to  Hezbollah.  This

divergence  is  manifesting  in  reported

expletive-laden  phone  calls between  the

leaders,  as  the  US  seeks  a  regional

settlement  that  Israel  views  as  a  potential

threat to its long-term border security.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  Kingdom:  Policing  and  Social

Cohesion

The  Henry  Nowak  case has  exposed  deep

institutional  decay  in  the  trust  between  the

Metropolitan  Police and  the  public.  The

narrative  of  "white  privilege" vs.  "two-tier

policing" has moved from the fringes to the

center  of  political  debate.  Protests  in

Southampton involving figures like Tommy

Robinson have  descended  into  violence,

including  missiles  being  thrown  at  officers,

suggesting  a  loss  of  the  government’s

mandate  to  maintain  social  order  without

perceived bias.
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United  States:  Partisan  Polarization  and

Executive Overreach

The Pulte appointment and the abandoned

Weaponization  Fund ($1.8  billion)  reflect  a

leadership  survival  strategy  focused  on

rewarding  loyalty  and  punishing  "political

prosecution."  Domestic  sentiment  is  turning

against  the  war with  Iran,  as  70%  of

Americans  reportedly  do  not  support  the

conflict.  This  is  poising  Republicans for  a

difficult  mid-term  outcome,  despite  the

current administration's aggressive posture.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  Hostile  Threat  Matrix  of

Multipolarity

The  world  is  increasingly  framed  as  a

fracturing  multipolar  arena.  The  US  is

responding to  the energy shock by granting

oil  waivers  to  Russia to  maintain  global

supply,  an  act  of  defensive  realism  that

simultaneously  funds  the  Russian  war

machine.  Meanwhile,  the  UK  Foreign

Secretary Yvette Cooper is negotiating with

China on  AI  and  robotics,  even  as  Rubio

frames  China  as  the  primary  long-term

challenge to US economic sovereignty.

Non-State Actors as Diplomatic Blockers

Non-state actors like Hezbollah and Hamas

are increasingly acting as sovereign entities in

the diplomatic  field.  Hezbollah's  rejection of

the  ceasefire  agreement—and  their  direct

(though  disputed)  contact  with  the  US

President—indicates  that  traditional  state-to-

state  diplomacy  is  insufficient to  secure

regional stability in the current environment.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economic  environment  is

characterized  by  "market  frenzy"  in  AI

technology  contrasted  with  "structural

trauma"  in  the  energy  and  agricultural

sectors.  High  petrol  prices and  fertilizer

shortages caused by the closure of the Strait

of  Hormuz are  creating  a  "permanent

fracture" in the supply chain.

Energy Costs: Brent oil trading at $94 per

barrel; Iranian revenue losses estimated at

$7 billion monthly.

AI  Capital  Flows: Anthropic  seeking  a

valuation of $1 trillion; Alphabet targeting

an $80 billion raise.

Corporate  Indicators: HPE reported  a

record 40% quarterly revenue growth due

to server demands; Marvel stock is up 15%

after Nvidia’s comments.

Agricultural  Risk: Expected  El  Nino

impacts likely to fluctuate food security and

pricing for 2027.

Currency/Inflation: Iran  experiencing

84% inflation; Eurozone rate rose to 3.2%.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  day  saw  critical  personnel  shifts  that

signal  a  move  toward  more  radical,  loyalty-

based  appointments  in  the  US  and  the

potential unraveling of leadership in the UK.

Bill  Pulte: Appointed  as  interim  DNI;

signals  a  shift  away  from  intelligence

careerists toward political allies with "deep

experience in markets."

Marco Rubio: Retains a dual mandate as

Secretary of State and acting NSA, a role

not seen since Kissinger.
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Peter Mandelson: His influence in the UK

government  is  under  severe  scrutiny

following  massive  document  leaks,

potentially creating a leadership vacuum in

Keir Starmer's circle.

Hampshire  Police  Officer  (Unnamed):

One officer  resigned in  the Henry Nowak

case; the others are under investigation as

"witnesses."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network maintains a high degree of fear-

inducing  urgency regarding  the  El  Nino

forecast and the Russian missile barrage on

Ukraine. The Henry Nowak case was treated

as the lead domestic story in the UK, using a

distressing  emotional  tone to  drive  the

narrative  of  a  national  crisis  in  policing.

Conversely,  Trump’s  expletive-laden  call

with Netanyahu was reported objectively but

framed as an indicator of diplomatic failure.

Conspicuous Omissions: While the network

focused  heavily  on  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

there was zero mention of the actual volume

of global maritime trade currently transiting

via the Arctic route as an alternative, despite

referring  to  a  bipartisan  delegation  to  the

Arctic.  Additionally,  there  was  minimal

coverage  of  environmental  mitigation

costs for the UK beyond a brief mention by

Ed Miliband.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  network  portrays  a  world  where  state

boundaries  are  failing  to  contain  systemic

risks like AI  models  and disease,  but  where

leaders  are  responding  with  increasingly

localized and aggressive nationalism.

United  States: Portrayed  as  competent

in technology but chaotic in diplomacy.

Quote:  "US  foreign  policy  is

discombobulated and  not  bringing  very

many people along."

Russia  (Vladimir  Putin): Framed  as

brutally consistent yet desperate. Quote:

"A  palpably  darkening  mood in  Russia...

war is going against [them]."

Iran: Portrayed  as  economically  fragile

yet  strategically  stubborn.  Quote:  "Iran

because  of  the  naval  blockade cannot

export its oil... suffering massively."

Anthropic: Framed  as  a  principled  AI

giant but  capital  intensive.  Quote:

"Anthropic is expected to fetch a valuation

of more than $1 trillion."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Deepfake  Proliferation: A  fake  video

showing Trump's name being ripped off the

Kennedy  Center went  viral,  requiring

debunking by BBC Verify.

Narrative  Seeding: The  IRGC is  using

deterrence  messaging to  project  internal

power despite economic collapse.

Censorship  vs.  Regulation: China  is

using  new  rules  to  tighten  control over

technical  data  and  "stop  knowhow  from

leaving the country."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  current  trajectory  suggests  that  global

food insecurity will peak in 2027 due to the

combination  of  El  Nino and  energy-driven
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fertilizer  costs.  This  will  likely  trigger  a

second  wave  of  civil  unrest in  nations

already  fragile  from  the  current  energy

blockade.  Furthermore,  the  Anthropic  IPO

may  trigger  a  market  correction if  the

company cannot prove a path to profitability

by 2028, as projected by some analysts.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Anticipate

increased strikes in southern Lebanon as

Israel  seeks  to  expand  its  "buffer  zone"

before US-brokered talks formalize. Expect

higher gasoline prices in the US as the

strategic reserves are whittled down.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Watch for a

formal  leadership  challenge to  Keir

Starmer in the UK following the Mandelson

doc drop.  Potential  blackouts in Europe

as winter approaches and the Russian jet

fuel export ban takes effect.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift toward

"AI  Factories" will  force  a  total

recalibration  of  world  infrastructure,

emphasizing  power  and  bandwidth  over

traditional storage.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks center on the exhaustion of

military  and  economic  buffers  in  major

powers,  creating  a  "zero-sum"  environment

for strategic assets.

Air  Defense  Failure  in  Ukraine:

Triggers:  Complete  depletion  of  Patriot

interceptors.  Likelihood:  High  within  30

days.  Impact:  Total  loss  of  Kyiv’s  civilian

infrastructure  and  collapse  of  national

morale.  Mitigations:  Urgent  US/European

supply surge or immediate ceasefire.

Contagion from Iran Blockade: Triggers:

Iran  targeting  the  Bab  el  Mandeb  Strait

choke point. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Global  oil  prices  topping  $120 and

collapse  of  multiple  EU  economies.

Mitigations: Unfreezing Iranian assets as

a gesture of good faith.

Ebola  Pandemia: Triggers:  Spread  from

Nanyuki  facility to  local  urban  centers.

Likelihood:  Low  but  rising.  Impact:

Regional shutdown of East African trade.

Mitigations:  Bypassing USAID dismantling

to restore health infrastructure.

AI  Cybersecurity  Breach: Triggers:

Malicious  use  of  the  Mythos  AI  model

against  critical  infrastructure.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Disruptions  to  water

and  manufacturing.  Mitigations:

Deployment  of  trusted  autonomous

agents for network defense.

UK  Societal  Unrest: Triggers:  Further

release of "empathy-free" police body cam

footage.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Riot-

scale  protests  across  Red  Wall districts.

Mitigations: Immediate IOPC transparency

and police reform.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not explain why Haiti—a

nation in deep crisis—is suddenly qualified

for the World Cup for the first time in 52

years,  omitting  the  role  of  diaspora

funding.

There  is  a  lack  of  data  on  the  specific

Iranian  concessions that  Rubio  hinted

were "never offered before."

The  reporting  fails  to  address  the

environmental  cost of  the  "Operation

Epic Fury" strikes on Iranian petrochemical

plants.
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The true ROI of AI investments remains a

"question that remains to be answered" in

the industry.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "AI Bubble" as a Sovereignty Hedge

A  contrarian  view  suggests  the  $1  trillion

valuations for Anthropic and OpenAI are not

speculative bubbles but de facto sovereign

wealth  fundings.  In  this  scenario,  the  US

government  is  using  the  public  markets  to

out-fund  Chinese  state  competition

without officially increasing the national debt,

treating AI compute power as the new gold

reserve.

Russian "Last Resort" Barrages

The massive missile barrage on Ukraine may

not be a show of strength, but a cover for an

imminent  withdrawal.  By  exhausting

Ukrainian  air  defenses  and  striking  civilian

targets, Russia may be attempting to force a

punitive settlement before its own eroding

energy  economy and  force  mobilization

schisms lead to collapse at home.

Black Swan Event: A synchronous failure

of the Panama Canal and Suez Canal due to

drought  (El  Nino) and  conflict,  respectively,

would  result  in  a  total  collapse of  global

maritime logistics within 72 hours.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition  air  defense  focus  to

anti-drone  systems,  as  Ukraine's

expertise has shown traditional systems are

failing  against  high-volume  low-cost

swarms.

Economic: Divert  foreign  aid  toward

regional  regional  alliances in  Africa  to

bypass  the  logistical  trauma of  intra-

continental trade.

Diplomatic: Adopt  a  "language  of

strength" in  dealings  with  Russia,  as

traditional  "Anchorage-style"  diplomacy  is

viewed  by  adversaries  as  a  sign  of

distraction.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Capital  Allocation: Focus  on  "Edge  AI"

hardware  and  localized  compute  rather

than  cloud-dependent  software,  to  hedge

against potential network intrusions.

Supply  Chain: Diversify  away  from

critical mineral monopolies in China, as

techprotectionism  undercuts

pharmaceutical  and  systems

manufacturing.

Safety  Standards: Implement  AI

guardrails equivalent  to  the  "teenager

analogy," ensuring autonomous agents are

restricted  from  unpredictable  large

language model behavior.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  this  day  centered  on

human rights in Africa and racial policing

in the UK, alongside a major US budget fight

over the future of USAID and the WHO.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Anti-LGBTQ+  Bill  (Ghana): Passed  by

Parliament;  imposes  prison  sentences for

identification  and  advocacy;  currently

facing legal scrutiny from President John

Mahama.

Proposition  50  (California): A

redistricting  measure aimed  at  gaining

seats for the Democratic party in response

to Texas's actions.

UK  Police  Anti-Racism  Commitment:

Facing  calls  for  withdrawal from  the

shadow Home Secretary, who claims it has

"hijacked" policy making.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Rubio Testimony (US Senate): Discussed

the 44% reduction in the State Department

budget and the elimination of  funding for

the World Health Organization.

Southampton  Police  Cordon: Police

maintaining a  security  cordon around the

Vickrum Digwa  family  home  amid  hostile

crowds.

IOPC Investigation: Announced an urgent

inspection into  Hampshire  Constabulary’s

culture and control room performance.

KEY STORIES

Anthropic IPO Filing: The AI giant plans

to list on the US stock exchange with a $1T

valuation, setting up a race with OpenAI 

this year.

Russian Missile Barrage: 73 missiles and

656  drones  targeted  Kyiv,  Dnipro,  and

Kharkiv, killing 22.

Henry Nowak Case Body Cam: Footage

released  showing  police  arrest a  dying

student based on a false racist accusation.

El Nino Climate Warning: UN and WMO

warn  of  a  devastating  El  Nino beginning

within weeks.

Kenya Ebola Protests: Two killed during

clashes over a US air base isolation unit.

Rubio Sanctions Stance: Rubio rules out

sanctions  relief for  Iran  in  exchange  for

reopening the Strait of Hormuz.

Bill  Pulte  DNI  Appointment: Trump

names the wealthy donor and FHFA head

to the interim DNI role.

China  Tech  Rules: Beijing  introduces

rules  blocking  sensitive  tech  know-how

from leaving the country.

Peter  Murrell  Embezzlement: SNP

figure  pleaded  guilty to  purchases

including a motorhome and watches.

Alpha  Alphabet  Equity  Raise: Google's

parent  to  raise  up  to  $80  billion for  AI

investments.

Nvidia RTX Spark: Jensen Huang unveils

a super chip for personal AI agents.

Mandelson  Doc  Drop: 1,500  pages  of

leaked  WhatsApps revealed  internal  UK

government critiques.

Cisco  AI  Platform: Cisco  unveils  its

human-AI collaboration platform.

Jabal Amel Hospital Strike: Four killed,

127  wounded in  an  Israeli  strike  near  a

Tyre hospital.

Florida  OpenAI  Lawsuit: Florida  sues

Sam Altman over product safety and mass

shooter allegations.

Pancreatic Cancer Drug: New drug trial

doubles survival rates for advanced cases.

Haiti  World  Cup  Qualification: Haiti

qualifies for the World Cup for the first time

in 52 years.
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Post Office Scandal Honor: Beta Brown,

93,  collects  an  OBE after  the  Horizon  IT

scandal.

Messi  Statue  Removal: Giant  statue  in

Kolkata dismantled  after  being  declared

"unsafe."

Disabled Astronaut Mission: John McFall

cleared  for  ISS  mission after  a  UK-US

agreement.

Scrabble  Championship: 500  players

battled in Bangkok for a $10,000 top prize.

Malta  Fireworks  Explosion: Inquiry

launched after an explosion at a factory in

Niksar.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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