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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

ISRAEL-GAZA CRISIS REPORT:

JUNE 2026 — CONVERGENCE OF ESCALATION, ANNEXATION & COLLAPSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: CRITICAL CONVERGENCE (June 2-3, 2026)

WEST BANK:
2,721 New Settlement
Units Advanced.

Weaponized “Eminent Domain”

& Settler Violence Targeting
Agriculture.

GAZA STRIP:

Humanitarian Breaking Point.

53% Essential Medicine Shortage.
Oncology & Blood Services
Near-Total Cessation (68% Deficit).
Scabies Outbreak in Camps.

REGIONAL:

“Northern Front” (Lebanon)
Escalation toward Full-Scale War.
France Bans 74 Israeli Defense
Firms from Eurosatory (Diplomatic
Rift). Stalled Mediation.

THE COMBINED STORY: SYSTEMIC SHIFTS & CATASTROPHIC FAILURE

WEST BANK: ACCELERATED

ANNEXATION & FRAGMENTATION

SETTLER-MILITARY NEXUS: Settlers
granted authority to wear uniforms,
enforce laws in Area C.

AGRICULTURAL SABOTAGE Burning
of wheat fields & olive groves to
undermine economic viability.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WEAPONIZATION:
Narrative seeding to justify seizure of
historical sites (€.g., Solomon’s Pools).

GAZA STRIP: MEDICAL SYSTEM
COLLAPSE & BIOSECURITY CRISIS

ZERO-LIST STATUS:
53% basic medical
supplies unavailable.

TREATMENT
HALTED:
Missing

single drug
renders
oncology
protocols

\ ineffective.

SCABIES OUTBREAK & SKIN DISEASES
(Poor Sanitation, Overcrowding)

DISEASE VECTOR: Camps & detention centers
becoming hubs for infectious outbreaks due to
lack of hygiene supplies.

REGIONAL & DIPLOMATIC
REALIGNMENT

REGIONAL
MEDIATOR

STALLED
?’%‘IMEMR/IHR'I‘AII(I: MEDIATION/
FOCUS LOGISTICAL HUB

US SHIFT: Transactional diplomacy,
away from multilateral frameworks,
emboldening Israeli right.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS & INFORMATION WARFARE
ISRAELI POLITICAL TURMOIL & PARALYSIS

N BILL
D150 “‘;?‘ pass!
V

NETANYAHU

ECURITV GOVERNANCE CRISIS:
Coalition on brink over Haredi
draft & war management.
INSTITUTIONAL DECAY:

Deep distrust between security

apparatus & political leadership.

EXTREMIST CONSOLIDATION
BEN-GVIR

vs. PROFESSIONAL PUSHBACK.

INFORMATION WARFARE &
DATA MANIPULATION

DATA OBSTRUCTION:
Allegations of
withholding
crime/settler violence
data to mislead public.
NARRATIVE CONTROL:
Creating false sense of
policy success.

CRIME &
SECURITY DATA

FUTURE OUTLOOK & STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS

NEAR-TERM RISKS
(1-6 Months)

2

TOTAL MEDICAL FAILURE IN GAZA
(Mass mortality).
REGIONAL WAR WITH HEZBOLLAH
(High likelihood).

WEST BANK INSURGENCY
(Due to annexation/site seizures).

GLOBAL PANDEMIC VECTOR
(From Gaza disease outbreaks).

LONG-TERM TRENDS
(1-5 Years)

PERMANENT DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFT
IN AREA C (De-Palestinianization).

EUROPEAN DEFENSE REALIGNMENT
(Moving away from Israeli firms).
POTENTIAL PA FISCAL COLLAPSE
& SECURITY VACUUM.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
CALLS TO ACTION

W &

SHIFT TO “SUPPLY CHAIN PROTECTION”
for Palestinian agriculture.

EU INVESTIGATION into legality of
settler “military uniform” authority.
WHO DECLARATION of Gaza as “Health
Emergency Zone" for aid bypass.
PRIVATE SECTOR: Price in long-term
“Northern Front” conflict risk.
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ISRAEL EXPANDS SETTLEMENT
INFRASTRUCTURE AMIDST
HEIGHTENED REGIONAL
ESCALATION AND GAZA
HUMANITARIAN COLLAPSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On June 2nd and 3rd, 2026, reports indicate a
critical convergence of military escalation,
institutional decay within the Israeli security
apparatus, and a deteriorating humanitarian
landscape in Gaza. The Israeli government
has reportedly advanced plans for 2,721 new
settlement units across the West Bank,
focusing on strategically sensitive areas like
Hebron, Bethlehem, and Salfit. This expansion
is being facilitated through the weaponization
of military "eminent domain" orders and is
accompanied by a marked increase in settler
violence, specifically targeting Palestinian
agricultural assets such as olive groves and
wheat fields to undermine long-term economic

viability settlement expansion.

Simultaneously, the humanitarian crisis in the
Gaza Strip has reached a breaking point, with
the Ministry of Health reporting a 53%
shortage in essential medicines and the
near-total cessation of oncology and blood

disorder services due to a 68% deficit in
specialized treatments. This medical collapse
is occurring against a backdrop of continued
bombardment in Maghazi and Khan Yunis, and
a burgeoning health crisis in displacement
camps where skin diseases like scabies are
spreading rapidly due to poor sanitation and
overcrowding medicine shortage.

Regionally, the conflict is metastasizing
toward a full-scale war on the "Northern
Front" with Lebanon. Israeli leadership has
issued stern warnings of expansion beyond
current engagement zones, while the
international community, led by Egypt and
Jordan, remains locked in a stalled mediation
process. The diplomatic rift between Israel
and European allies has widened significantly
following France's decision to ban 74
Israeli defense firms from the Eurosatory
exhibition, citing concerns over the conduct of
the war and the humanitarian situation in
Gaza France ban.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Accelerated West Bank Annexation
through Settlement Expansion: Israel's
Supreme Planning Council is reportedly
moving to approve over 2,700 new housing
units in the West Bank, particularly in Area
C. These plans include 1,006 units in
Bethlehem and 922 units near Nablus,
effectively creating a ‘'settler-military
nexus" that fragments Palestinian territory

planning council.

* Gaza Medical System Collapse: Health
officials warn that oncology protocols are
being halted because missing even a single
drug in a multi-drug regimen renders the
entire treatment ineffective. This is coupled
with a "zero-list" status for 53% of basic

medical supplies oncology crisis.
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* Israeli Internal Political Turmoil: The
Knesset has reportedly moved toward
dissolution with a preliminary vote on a bill
to disband, reflecting deep fractures within
the ruling coalition over the conscription of
Haredi Jews and the management of the
war Knesset dissolution.

* Lebanese Front Escalation: Israeli
military activity in Southern Lebanon,
specifically around Tyre and Nabatieh, has
intensified, with drone strikes targeting
vehicles and infrastructure, resulting in
multiple civilian and combatant casualties
Lebanon escalation.

* European-Israeli Diplomatic Rupture:
The French government's exclusion of
Israeli companies from the major
Eurosatory defense fair signals a significant
shift in European security policy toward the

Netanyahu administration = Eurosatory
exclusion.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
transcripts reveal a shift from tactical
skirmishes to a broader strategic
militarization. In the West Bank, the Israeli
military has reportedly granted settlers
the authority to wear military uniforms
and enforce laws in Area C, blurring the line
between civilian settlers and state security
forces settler militarization. In Gaza, "Line
Zero" operations continue to restrict
humanitarian aid entry while military
infrastructure is solidified in the "buffer
zones" Line Zero.

Information Warfare & Disinformation:
Internal Israeli police documents reportedly
suggest that National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir has been obstructing the
release of crime and security data to

mislead the Israeli public and international
observers regarding the effectiveness of his
policies and the reality of settler-related
violence Ben-Gvir data.

Global Health & Biosecurity: A scabies
outbreak in Gaza displacement camps and
Israeli detention centers highlights a
catastrophic failure of biosecurity. Lack of
cleaning materials, water, and specialized
medicines has turned these areas into vectors
for infectious disease scabies outbreak.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics:
Israeli settler actions in the West Bank have
evolved into a systematic assault on
Palestinian food supply chains. Reports detail
the burning of wheat fields and the
destruction of thousands of olive trees, which
are primary economic drivers for Palestinian
rural communities food supply sabotage.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the West Bank: The
current trend is no longer just settlement
growth but the systematic "de-
Palestinianization" of Area C. By using Roman-
era historical narratives to justify the seizure
of sites like Solomon's Pools and Murad
Castle, the Israeli administration is
integrating archaeology into its territorial

expansion strategy archaeological

weaponization. The transcripts suggest this is
a coordinated effort between the Ministry of

Finance (Smotrich) and National Security
(Ben-Gvir) to finalize the "creeping
annexation" of the West Bank before
international pressure can solidify.

Institutional Paralysis in Israel: The
reported Knesset dissolution vote and the
accusations of data manipulation against Ben-
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Gvir indicate a government that is functionally
paralyzed by its own extremist factions. This
internal instability is likely driving more
aggressive external policies—such as the
threats against Lebanon—as a
mechanism for the current coalition coalition
survival.

survival

The Emerging Post-Ceasefire Geo-Politics:
References to "President Trump" in the
present-tense (2026) context suggest a
regional perception of a significant shift in US
policy, with a focus on transactional diplomacy
and a move away from traditional multilateral
frameworks. This has emboldened the Israeli
right wing to pursue maximum territorial

gains US policy shift.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Israel: The nation is facing a severe crisis of
governance. The dissolution of the Knesset
bill passing its preliminary stage suggests that
the Netanyahu-led coalition is on the brink of
collapse due to irreconcilable differences over
the "Haredi Draft" and the strategic direction
of the Gaza campaign Knesset Dbill.
Furthermore, the "Ben-Gvir Document" leak
indicates a deep lack of trust between the
professional security apparatus (Police) and
political leadership security rift.

Palestinian Territories: Within the

Palestinian Authority areas, there is rising
social unrest driven by economic
asphyxiation. The Israeli "creeping
annexation" and the destruction of the
agricultural sector in the West Bank are
pushing local governance to the point of
irrelevance, potentially leading to a total
collapse of civilian order PA instability.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Reaction: The international
system is framing Israel as increasingly
isolated. France's ban on Israeli defense firms
is a watershed moment, suggesting that even
traditional Western allies are moving toward
sanctions-based statecraft French
sanctions. Conversely, the transcripts mention
continued mediation roles for Egypt and
Jordan, indicating a reliance on regional
stabilizers to prevent total anarchy regional
mediation.

US Posture: The portrayal of US involvement
(referencing Trump) suggests a
preparing for an American retreat from
traditional human rights-centric diplomacy in
favor of asymmetric power-sharing and
direct intervention in Iranian affairs US

posture.

region

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The regional economic state is defined by
targeted destruction and a shift toward a
wartime economy. The Palestinian agricultural
sector is facing existential losses, while the
Israeli economy is being strained by massive
military outlays and international divestment
trends.

* Israeli Defense Budget: Reports mention
a record 850 billion shekel budget for
2026, almost entirely dedicated to war
programs and settlement expansion 850B
budget.

* Commodity Crisis: Gaza is reporting a
53% deficit in
stocks, with many critical medications
completely unavailable medicine deficit.

essential medicine
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* Agricultural Sabotage: Significant
destruction of wheat crops and olive trees
in the Salfit and Hebron
representing a permanent loss of capital for
thousands of Palestinian families crop
burning.

* Fuel and Gas: In some areas, gas prices
have reportedly fallen to 80 shekels per
12kg cylinder, down from 85, though

supply remains erratic gas prices.

regions,

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political shifts indicate a consolidation of
extremist influence in Israel, countered by
professional pushback and international
exclusion.

e Itamar Ben-Gvir: Effectively accused of
data subversion by internal police
documents, his status as National Security
Minister is increasingly contentious, yet his
influence over the settler movement
remains absolute Ben-Gvir status.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Facing the
imminent collapse of his government via
Knesset dissolution, his leadership is
increasingly defined by tactical survival
maneuvers rather than long-term strategic

planning Netanyahu survival.

* Fady Sanad (Director of Artas Heritage
Center): Emerging as a key voice in
documenting the cultural and historical
dispossession in the West Bank, particularly
regarding archaeological sites Artas
Center.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The network prioritized the
humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, specifically
the medical collapse, alongside the massive

expansion of West Bank settlements. The
"Northern Front" with Lebanon also received
significant airtime, framed as an imminent
and dangerous escalation.

Buried Stories: Smaller-scale civil unrest
within Palestinian cities and the specific
details of Israeli political infighting (outside of
the Knesset dissolution) were less emphasized
than the direct military and settler actions.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was a

notable lack of reporting on the internal
dynamics of Palestinian resistance movements
(Hamas/PIJ) or their current leadership status.
Additionally, the specific impacts of the war on
Israel's high-tech and corporate sectors were
largely absent.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the coverage portrays a world
divided into an isolated and extremist-led
Israel, a diplomatically proactive but
physically constrained Arab bloc, and a West
(specifically France) that is beginning to take
punitive measures.

COUNTRIES

* Israel: Portrayed as a rogue state
increasingly @ governed by  extremist
factions. "The government is a captive of
Ben-Gvir and Smotrich, moving toward the
destruction of the status quo in Jerusalem
and the West Bank" Israeli rogues.

* Egypt: Framed as the essential "stabilizer"
and primary mediator. "Egypt remains the
first line of defense for the Palestinian
cause through its diplomatic and

humanitarian efforts" Egypt stabilizer.
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* France: Portrayed as the first major
Western power to take substantive
economic action against Israel's military
complex. "France's ban on Israeli firms at
Eurosatory is a historic shift in European
posture" French shift.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump (as portrayed in 2026):
Characterized as a transactional disruptor
whose policies have empowered the Israeli
right while sidelined traditional diplomacy.
"Trump's vision for the region prioritizes
power dynamics over historical rights"
Trump framing.

* Mahmoud Abbas: Portrayed as a leader
struggling to maintain relevance amidst
Israeli annexation efforts and internal
economic collapse. "President Abbas is
calling for international protection as the
PA faces an existential threat" Abbas
framing.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Statistical Manipulation: The most
significant instance of information warfare
is the report that the Israeli Ministry of
National Security withheld data on
crime and mosque incursions to create a
false narrative of stability and policy
success manipulation.

* Archaeological = Narrative Seeding:
Israel is reportedly using archaeological
excavations as "facts on the ground" to
preemptively claim sovereignty over areas
like Artas and Solomon's Pools, a form of

historical warfare intended to erase
Palestinian heritage archaeological

warfare.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Scenario 1: The Northern Flare-up:
Given the intensity of Israeli rhetoric and
the frequency of drone strikes in Nabatieh,
a multi-week ground incursion into
Southern Lebanon is highly probable within
the next 30 days Lebanon front.

* Scenario 2: PA Fiscal Collapse: With the
destruction of the agricultural sector and
continued Israeli revenue withholding, the
Palestinian Authority may face a total fiscal
collapse by late 2026, leading to a security
vacuum in the West Bank PA collapse.

* Scenario 3: Gaza Disease Pandemic:
The unchecked spread of scabies and
potentially other waterborne diseases in
Gaza, combined with the lack of medicine,
could lead to a mortality event that eclipses
direct military casualties in the coming

months Gaza pandemic.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
civil unrest in Israel as the Knesset dissolution
process accelerates. In the West Bank, settler
violence will likely peak during the harvest
season. In Gaza, a critical shortage of
oncology drugs will lead to a spike in
preventable deaths short term Knesset.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
formalization of settlement
Bethlehem and Hebron will create "facts on
the ground" that make a two-state solution
geographically impossible. Lebanon could see
a major military operation as Israel seeks to
"secure the north" before the US elections
medium term

clusters in

lements.
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Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
demographic shift in Area C of the West Bank
is likely, with Israeli settlements becoming the
dominant urban centers, reducing Palestinian

areas to

isolated enclaves. A major

realignment of European defense spending
away from Israeli firms could occur if the
Eurosatory ban becomes a precedent long

term realignment.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Total Medical System Failure in Gaza:
Current stocks of essential medicines are at
47%; Triggers: Continued blockade of the
Rafah and Kerem Shalom
Likelihood: Very High; Impact: Mass
mortality of chronic disease patients and
oncology cases; Mitigations: Immediate
opening of specialized medical corridors
and international oversight of aid
distribution medical failure.

Regional War with Hezbollah: High-
intensity drone and rocket fire; Triggers:
An Israeli ground strike into Lebanon's
Litani River region; Likelihood: High;
Impact: Massive displacement in Northern
Israel and Southern Lebanon, potential
direct Iranian involvement; Mitigations:
US-Egyptian-mediated maritime border or

security arrangements regional war risk.

West Bank Insurgency: Widespread
armed resistance from localized Palestinian
groups; Triggers: Permanent seizure of the
Solomon Pools archaeological site or Murad
Castle; Likelihood: Medium-High;
Impact: End of PA security coordination
and a return to multi-front urban warfare;
Mitigations: Halt to military-backed
settler incursions and eminent domain
orders West Bank risk.

crossings;

Israeli Institutional Collapse: Internal

strife  leading to security vacuum;
Triggers: Failed Knesset dissolution
leading to a constitutional crisis;

Likelihood: Medium; Impact: Reduced
military focus on the borders and internal
lawlessness; Mitigations: A compromise
on Haredi conscription and a unified
wartime cabinet Israeli collapse risk.

Global Pandemic Vector from Gaza:
Scabies and skin rot turning into
generalized epidemics; Triggers: Flooding
of sewage systems during the summer or
rainy season; Likelihood: High; Impact:
Cross-border disease spread impacting
humanitarian personnel and regional
populations; Mitigations: Massive influx of
hygiene kits and antibiotics pandemic risk.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Resistance broadcasts
focus almost exclusively on Israeli actions,
with little insight into the current strategic
goals or military state of Hamas, PIJ, or

Hezbollah.

Strategy: The

Economic Impact on Israel: While
settlement budgets are mentioned, the
broader impact of the war and international
boycotts on the Israeli tech and

manufacturing sectors is missing.

Hezbollah Capability: There is no
detailed Hezbollah's
strategic depth or their red lines before
committing to a full-scale offensive.

assessment of

US Domestic Pressure: The role of the
American electorate and domestic protests
in shaping the referenced "Trump posture"
is not explored.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Controlled Collapse" Theory:
Rather than institutional decay, the Knesset
dissolution could be a deliberate strategy
by the Israeli right to force a new election
that results in a more homogeneous
extremist mandate, purging the remaining
moderate elements from the security
cabinet controlled collapse.

* Strategic Deception at Al-Aqsa: The
focus on settler incursions might be a
diversion to mask physical structural
modifications being made beneath the site
to permanently alter the foundations of the
mosque, a move that would be irreversible
regardless of future diplomacy Al-Agsa
subtext.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* International mediators should shift focus
from  "ceasefire" to ‘"supply chain
protection" for Palestinian agriculture to
prevent a long-term famine and economic
dependency crisis policy recommendation.

* The EU should investigate the legality of
Israeli settler organizations using military-
issued uniforms to enforce "laws" in Area
C, as this constitutes a potential violation of
the Fourth Geneva Convention legal
implication.

* The WHO must declare Gaza a "health
emergency zone" to bypass traditional aid
blocks for oncology and oncology-related
pharmaceuticals health recommen

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Firms with operations in Northern Israel
should accelerate contingency plans for a
long-term shift in the "Northern Front"
threat matrix, pricing in a persistent state
of low-to-medium intensity war with
Hezbollah investor risk.

* The "French Precedent" at FEurosatory
suggests a rising regulatory and
reputational risk for joint ventures with
Israeli defense firms, potentially impacting
global aerospace and electronics supply
chains defense supply risk.

* Investment in Egyptian logistical hubs will
likely increase as the country solidifies its
role as the primary gateway for regional
humanitarian and reconstruction efforts

Egyptian opportunity.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Israeli Knesset is currently debating a bill
for the dissolution of the parliament after
it passed its preliminary reading with 106
votes Knesset bill. Additionally, military
orders in the West Bank have been modified to
allow for the expansion of settlement zones
under "national security" justifications
settlement orders.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Knesset Dissolution Bill: A proposal to
end the current parliamentary term and
head to new elections, driven by coalition
instability dissolution bill.

* Settlement Units Approval: Not a bill,

but a regulatory advance through the
Supreme Planning Council for 2,721 new

units settlement approval.
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KEY STORIES

* Gaza Oncology Services Halt: Cancer
patients are being turned away from
hospitals due to a 68% shortage of
medications, rendering treatment protocols

non-functional oncology story.

Settler Destruction of West Bank
Agriculture: Settlers in Salfit and Hebron
have burned wheat fields and destroyed
thousands of olive trees, accompanied by

Israeli military forces crop burning story.

* Knesset Dissolution Preliminary Pass:
The Israeli parliament has taken the first
steps toward dissolution amidst massive
internal political pressure Knesset story.

* France Excludes Israel from
Eurosatory: The French government

banned Israeli firms from one of the world's
largest defense fairs Eurosatory story.

* Southern Lebanon Escalation: Israeli
strikes in Nabatieh and Tyre have resulted
in a significant increase in civilian
displacement and casualties Lebanon story.

* Al-Agqsa Mosque Restrictions: New
Israeli policies have restricted Palestinian
access to Al-Agsa, while settler incursions

continue to increase Al-Agsa story.

Scabies Outbreak in Detention Centers:
Reports from Israeli prisons and Gaza
camps indicate a growing epidemic of skin
diseases due to overcrowding and lack of

medicine scabies story.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily- -trends-on- itol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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