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A FRACTURED DOMESTIC SECURITY LANDSCAPE
INTERSECTS WITH GLOBAL MACROECONOMIC
VOLATILITY & FACTIONAL POLITICAL WARFARE:
NIGERIA REPORT, JUNE 4, 2026

I. THE DOMESTIC FRACTURE: INSECURITY & INSTITUTIONAL DECAY

Resurgence of Mass Abductions Elite Infighting & Political
& Security Crisis Fragmentation

Large-scale school kidnappings reignite fear. CAN House Row over Minority Leader ‘Forgery’ allegations.
calls for ‘State of Emergency’ & ‘Black Sunday’ to mourn. NDC Internal Upheaval & ‘Crisis of Confidence’.

National debate on security architecture’s efficacy. INEC DATA BREACH exposes high-profile data,
Senate probe into military withdrawal. threatening 2027 election integrity.

RARE JUDICIAL WIN: Death RiversAPC {7
Penalty for Owo Church Row & Court
I——Y

Massacre Terrorists. Nullification.

Il. THE GLOBAL INTERSECTION:
EXTERNAL PRESSURES & ECONOMIC VOLATILITY

Global Macroeconomic

Landscape & Volatility

- Africa sohows Macro-Resilience
Aggressive US Foreign (4.4% GDP Forecast) but Economic Mixed Bag:

> Micro-Level Hardship persists.
Policy Posture Cepital marketsprice Energy & Investment

Trump Administration’s “Guns A geopolitical risk. Dangote Refinery reduces fuel prices,
Blazing” Rhetoric. Sec. Rubio “Hostile Arena” view. yet cost-of-living crisis remains.
confirms 100-200 US “Boots on High reliance on “Hot Money
the Ground” for counter-terrorism. (Portfolio Investment) vs. stable FDI.
Threats of Aid Cuts & Tariffs WTI Crude Volatilty.

over “Forced Labor”. Green Hydrogen Program
Launch ¥or Industrial Fuel.

lll. FUTURE OUTLOOK & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Key Trends & High-Impact Risks Strategic Implications & Scenarios
Trends: Normalization of Terrorism, ‘Winner Takes Likely Passage of State Police Bill. Potential US Sanctions.
All" Politics, Tech Dependence. Need for ‘Concrete Protection’ not just diplomacy.

Risks: Total Educational Collapse, Electoral Integrity Shift towards ‘Fourth Industrial Revolution’ education.
Failure, Sovereign Debt Default, Regional Conflict Spillover. Potential for Civil Unrest (‘Black Sunday’ momentur).

CONCLUSION: The path forward requires unified security reform, transparent governance, and strategic economic
navigation to balance internal stability against a volatile global environment. The system is under extreme duress.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CHANNELSTV

JUNE 4, 2026

A FRACTURED DOMESTIC SECURITY
LANDSCAPE INTERSECTS WITH
GLOBAL MACROECONOMIC
VOLATILITY AND FACTIONAL
POLITICAL WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting on June 4, 2026, reveals a
Nigeria in the throes of a multifaceted crisis,
where a resurgence of mass school abductions
in states like Oyo and Zamfara has triggered
intense national debate over the efficacy of
the current security architecture. The federal
government, under President Tinubu
(referred to in various transcripts as Chinubu
or Paula Tsunubu), is under significant
pressure from both the legislature and civil
society, including the Christian Association
of Nigeria (CAN), which has called for a
state of emergency and a "Black Sunday" to
mourn the dead. This security fragility is
contrasted by a significant judicial win: the
death penalty sentencing of four terrorists
responsible for the 2022 St. Francis
Catholic Church massacre in Owo.

Simultaneously, the Nigerian political sphere
is dominated by elite infighting and
institutional decay. A row in the House of

Representatives over the selection of a new
minority leader involves allegations of forged
signatures, while the National Democratic
Congress (NDC) faces internal upheaval
following its primaries. These domestic
tensions are mirrored globally by a hardline
US foreign policy under a second Trump
administration, with Secretary of State
Marco Rubio defending aid cuts and
highlighting "boots on the ground" counter-
terrorism operations in Nigeria. Economically,
Africa shows signs of macro-resilience with
a 4.4% GDP growth forecast, yet micro-level
hardship persists as Nigerians struggle with
fluctuating fuel prices and a cost-of-living
crisis despite the efforts of the Dangote
Refinery to stabilize the market.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systemic Security Failures and Mass
Abductions

* Large-scale kidnappings of students and
teachers in Oyo State and Zamfara State
have reignited fears of a return to the peak
levels of banditry seen in previous years
minister's sister abducted.

* The Senate has issued a resolution calling
for the disclosure of military officers who
allegedly ordered the withdrawal of
personnel just 14 minutes before a school

attack in Kebbi military withdrawal.

e Conviction and death sentences were
handed down to four men for the 2022 Owo
church massacre,
moment of judicial accountability after a
four-year trial Owo sentencing.

providing a rare
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Legislative and Electoral Factionalism

* The House of Representatives was
thrown into a rowdy session after
Representative Ikenga Oguchinger was
nominated as minority leader, leading to
allegations of forgery of 61 lawmakers'

signatures forgery allegation.

* The NDC is facing a crisis of confidence
among its members, with the leadership
appealing for calm following controversial
primaries and the emergence of "anointed

candidates" NDC appeals.

* A major data breach involving the INEC
voter registration database has exposed the
private information of high-profile actors,
raising alarms about the integrity of the
2027 elections INEC data breach.

Aggressive US Foreign Policy Posture

* Secretary of State Marco Rubio confirmed
that between 100 and 200 US "boots on
the ground" are active in Nigeria for
counter-terrorism training and support US
boots.

* The US has implemented aid cuts and
withdrawn from the WHO, while
threatening tariffs on 60 economies over
alleged "forced labor" in agricultural supply
chains Rubio under fire.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
discourse has shifted toward State Police as
a necessary evolution of Nigeria's security
architecture, with Ondo State Governor
Lucky Aiyedatiwa and the Senate
advocating for decentralized policing to
combat the "guerrilla warfare" of bandits
State Police debate. High-level military audits
are being demanded by lawmakers frustrated

by the gap between massive defense
budgets and on-the-ground outcomes audit

military.

Cybersecurity & Information Warfare A
“clear standard bridge" (breach) of INEC's
infrastructure by internal personnel has

compromised voter data, highlighting
vulnerabilities in critical national
infrastructure infrastructure breach.

Meanwhile, Ogun State authorities are
fighting "fake news" recirculating old 2024
kidnapping videos to incite panic Ogun fake
news.

Macroeconomics & Trade The African
Development Bank (AfDB) report suggests
Africa's real GDP will grow by 4.4% in 2025,
but warns that tax-to-GDP ratios remain low
due to a weak social contract; citizens are
providing their own security and power while
paying taxes AfDB economic report. The
Dangote Refinery has significantly reduced
fuel prices to 1,290 Naira per liter to

combat inflation Dangote prices.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The US-Nigeria
relationship is being redefined under Trump's
"guns a blazing" rhetoric, with Rubio framing
Nigeria as a "fertile ground" for terrorism that
requires US intervention to prevent threats
from reaching American shores fertile ground.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Normalization of Domestic Terrorism

* There is a growing desensitization to
mass abductions, with reports highlighting
that attacks are occurring even near the
capital, Abuja. The state's response is
increasingly viewed as reactive rather
than proactive, with victims' families left
to pay ransoms while the government
makes "episodic" deployment

announcements reactive a [)[)I'Qailh.

* The labeling of terrorism as "politically
motivated" actors is
identified as a dangerous distraction that
prevents meaningful security reform

liti .

by government

Fragmentation of the Political Class

* The move toward "coronation" rather than
democratic selection in party primaries is
driving a mass exodus of politicians
between parties. This "winner takes all"
mentality is eroding the quality of Nigerian
democracy winner takes all.

* Internal legislative rows, such as the
minority leader forgery scandal, suggest
a breakdown in basic trust within the green
chamber, potentially stalling critical

legislation minority leader drama.

Technological Sovereignty vs. External
Dependence

* Nigeria is pushing for educational reform
(e.g., FUTO) to prepare for the "Fourth
Industrial Revolution," focusing on AI and
biotechnology educational reforms.
However, the state remains dependent on
US satellite imagery and intelligence,
which has been inconsistent satellite

imagery gaps.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Nigeria's societal stability is under extreme
duress due to "acute crisis of confidence" in
institutions. The Christian Association of
Nigeria's declaration of "Black Sunday"
indicates a widening rift between the
religious elite and the presidency, with the
former accusing the state of failing to
comfort the bereaved Black Sunday.
Institutional decay is further highlighted by
the INEC data breach, where internal
personnel allegedly leaked private data to

partisan actors, suggesting that even
national infrastructure is compromised by
political interests compromised

infrastructure.

In Rivers State, the nullification of APC
congresses by the Court of Appeal has
thrown the party into chaos, with different
factions interpreting the ruling to their
advantage Rivers APC row. This elite
polarization is occurring while poverty and
insecurity remain the primary concerns for
the average citizen, creating a dangerous
vacuum that non-state (bandits/
terrorists) are filling with sophisticated

weaponry sophisticated weapons.

actors
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Trump administration portrays the
international system as a hostile arena
requiring "strategic objectives" rather than
humanitarian idealism. This is evident in
Marco Rubio's defense of cutting aid to
countries like Nigeria that he claims are
"fertile ground" for groups like Al-Shabaab
and ISIS US strategic objective. The US is
projecting power through targeted drone
strikes (e.g., in Sokoto) and the deployment
of specialized rescue teams, but this "guns a
blazing" approach is criticized for being
insufficiently

authorities less than satisfactory.

collaborative with local

Conversely, European nations are retreating
into a defensive posture regarding
immigration, with the EU proposing "return
hubs" in North Africa for rejected asylum
seekers return hubs. Africa is being framed
as an investment frontier by the UK and
AfDB, but this is contingent on structural
policy reforms that the current Nigerian
leadership has yet to fully implement AfDB
reforms.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is one of transition
and volatility, with capital markets pricing
in geopolitical risk from the Middle East
while domestically grappling with monetary
policy shifts.

* Energy: WTI crude is trading around
$95.86, down after a drop in Brent prices
WTI price. Dangote Refinery reduced
diesel prices, but the LPG market remains
opaque, with supply gaps of 4 million
metric tons contributing to high costs LPG
supply gap.

* Financial Markets: The Nigerian
Exchange (NGX) saw a 'recovery" at
243,000, though it remains bearish due to
dividend payout concerns market red. The
Debt Management Office (DMO) is
offering 14.77% returns on June 2026

FGN savings bonds FGN bonds.

* Commodities: Global corn prices have
declined 11% since January, yet these
benefits are not reaching Nigeria due to
a 40% hike in fertilizer costs and insecurity
in the northern agricultural belts corn price
gap.

* Investment: Nigeria attracted $10.37
billion in foreign capital in Q1 2026, but
98% was short-term portfolio investment
(hot money) rather than stable Foreign

Direct Investment (FDI) portfolio
investment.
LEADERSHIP CHANGES
* Ikenga Oguchinger/New Minority
Leader Faction: Nominated by 61

members, but currently embroiled in a
legitimacy crisis due to forgery claims

leadership row.

* Senator Sarake Dixon: Emerging as a key
mediator within the NDC, attempting to
reconcile  aggrieved  aspirants NDC
leadership.

* Professor George Amupit: Facing calls
for accountability or removal following the
INEC data leak Amupit crisis.

* Nathan Sander: Adopted as the Labor
Party consensus candidate for the 2027
governorship in Taraba/Araba State
consensus candidate.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's Lead Stories center on
security terror and political discord,
maintaining a fear-inducing tone regarding
school abductions while offering reassurance
through reports on military "breakthroughs"
and terrorist convictions. Buried Stories
include the Ebola crisis in the DRC and the
Mali motorbike ban, which are presented as
distant threats despite their potential cross-

border implications. A Conspicuous
Omission is any detailed critique of the
Nigerian military's actual tactical

performance in recent failed rescues, with
coverage instead focusing on broad policy
promises and state police debates.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a mercenary
landscape where power is transactional and
stability is fragile. The US is portrayed as an
unpredictable hegemon, while Africa is
viewed as a resilient but under-resourced
bloc.

* United States: Portrayed as Strong but
Self-Interested. Marco Rubioa€™s stance
that "these two issues are very different"
regarding Iran and Lebanon suggests a
compartmentalized and aggressive

diplomacy US posture.

e Israel: Framed as a Principles-Driven

Fighter but also a Destabilizer. The
network notes their "great partner" status
with the US while highlighting the
"humiliating" terms they presented to
Hezbollah Israel-Lebanon.

* Nigeria: Portrayed as Vulnerable and
Indecisive. Critics point to a "stubborn
politician" president who refuses to fire
ineffective service chiefs stubborn

litician.

* Hezbollah: Portrayed as Defiant and
Obstructionist, rejecting ceasefire terms
as "futile and humiliating" Hezbollah

rejection.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The presidency is
accused of dismissing legitimate security
concerns as '"fake news" or "politically
motivated" to manage optics ahead of the

2027 election managing optics.

Psychological Operations: In Ogun
State, the recirculation of old kidnapping
footage is identified as a deliberate
attempt to "cause panic in the society" and
incite mob violence against strangers panic
video.

Censorship/Suppression: INEC has failed
to put out a statement regarding its portal
breach, leading to "theories out there that
INEC is doing something sinister" to limit
voter registration INEC silence.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The State Police bill is likely to pass as
governors and the presidency reach a
survival consensus to stem the tide of

banditry consensus building.

* Nigeria may face US sanctions or trade
barriers in the agricultural sector if labor
standards are not improved, following
Rubio's "forced labor" tariff threats tariff
threats.
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* The LPG market will see a further price
spike in Q3 if the transparency and supply
issues highlighted by the LCCI are not
resolved through government intervention

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased
civil unrest and protests led by the AAC and
CAN as the "Black Sunday" initiative gains
traction protest momentum. Arrests of lower-
level INEC personnel are probable as the
agency attempts to deflect blame for the
data breach.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Dangote
IPO (July-August) will be a critical litmus test
for market sentiment and domestic retail
investment appetite Dangote IPO. A military
budget audit may be forced by the National
Assembly, leading to friction with service
chiefs.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Nigeria's "Green
Hydrogen" pilot and educational pivot toward
the Fourth Industrial Revolution could
either stabilize the economy or, if failed, lead
to a catastrophic brain drain as young
talent seeks SKills-based opportunities abroad
cost of faijlure.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current environment presents high-
impact risks centered on state legitimacy
and physical security.

» Total Collapse of Educational Security:
Triggers: Another mass school abduction in
a southern state like Oyo. Likelihood:
Medium-High. Impact: Massive internal
displacement and closure of schools.
Mitigations: Immediate deployment of the
promised 1,000 forest guards forest

guards.

Electoral Integrity Failure: Triggers:
Discovery of further manipulated voter
registers. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Widespread rejection of 2027 results and
civil war. Mitigations: Independent third-
party audit of INEC's database INEC audit.

* Sovereign Debt Default: Triggers: Failure
to increase tax-to-GDP ratios while

servicing  high-interest FGN  bonds.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Hyperinflation and currency collapse.
Mitigations: Implementation of AfDB's

domestic revenue mobilization reforms
AFDB debt warning.

Regional Conflict Spillover: Triggers:
Breakdown of Israel-Lebanon ceasefire
leading to broader Iran-US war. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Global oil price shocks
beyond $150/barrel. Mitigations: US
diplomatic separation of Iran talks from

regional skirmishes Rubio diplomacy.

Institutional Impunity: Triggers:
Continued refusal to fire service chiefs
after failed missions. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Normalization of a "banana
republic" status where laws have no force.
Mitigations: Activation of constitutional
"red lines" by the National Assembly
banana republic warning.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

» Satellite Imagery Access: The broadcast
mentions Nigeria lost access to satellite
imagery after 2017, but doesn't explain
why or if new commercial alternatives are
being utilized imagery gap.

US Military "Bots": The mention of
100-200 "bots" on the ground is likely a
transcription error for "boots," but the
exact mission parameters (training vs.

combat) are left vague training vs combat.

Ebola in DRC: While cases are identified,
the broadcast fails to detail cross-border
screening measures at Nigerian airports
Ebola cases.

Customs Seizures: Large amounts of
spaghetti and rice are being seized, but
the transcript doesn't link this to potential
food scarcity or market manipulation
customs seizures.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* State Police as a Tool of Repression:
While presented as a security solution, a
decentralized police force could be used by
state governors to suppress opposition
and rig local elections, leading to state-
level autocracies.

Dangote's Price Cuts as Market
Monopolization: The aggressive reduction
in fuel prices could be a predatory pricing
tactic to drive smaller modular refineries
out of Dbusiness, ensuring long-term
monopoly power mark iliz

Black Swan: The Mali jihadi insurgency
successfully captures a regional capital
near the Nigerian border, triggering a
refugee surge that overwhelms Nigeria's
northwestern security tactical units Mali

isurgency.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition from "condolence
diplomacy" to concrete protection by
establishing a unified National Security
Council with all 36 governors Unified front.

Diplomacy: Formalize the US counter-
terrorism partnership with clear KPIs to
ensure US "boots" do not become a
precursor for a permanent foreign base

precursor to base.

Economic: Accelerate the Green
Hydrogen framework to attract the
predicted $50 billion market by 2060

Hydrogen market.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory: Companies must audit their
agricultural supply chains to avoid US
"forced labor" tariffs that could impact
exports supply chain laws.

Safety: Businesses operating in Oyo,
Zamfara, and Kaduna must invest in
private security and drone surveillance as
state coverage remains thin response time.

Capital Allocation: Monitor the Dangote
IPO as a of the
transition from "hot money" to permanent

capital market behavior.

indicator market's
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on June 4 was focused on

public

health, security audits, and

leadership disputes, reflecting a parliament
under strain from both external crises and
internal scandal.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

National Malaria Elimination Bill:
Passed for third reading; establishes an
agency to shift from treatment-focused to
eradication-focused strategies Malaria bill.

State Police Amendment: Debated in the
context of recent abductions; seeks to
decentralize security command to state

governors State police allowed.

Military Budget Audit Motion: Proposed
to scrutinize defense spending; currently
lacks a seconder in the Senate despite
high-level support from some factions

probe motion.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Ministerial Advisory Council on
Cybersecurity: Second stakeholder

session in Lagos; aims to operationalize a
council by September 2026 to protect

digital transactions Cybersecurity council.

Special Tribunal for Federal Character
Commission: Interactive session calling
for a tribunal to prosecute violations of the
principle Character

federal character

tribunal.

Information Minister Joint Briefing:
Muhammad Idris updated Nigerians on
rescue efforts, claiming no child belongs in

captivity rescue update.

KEY STORIES

Owo Massacre Sentencing: Four men
sentenced to death by the Federal High
Court in Abuja for the June 2022 attack on
St. Francis Catholic Church that killed over
40 worshippers Owo convictions.

Zamfara School Abduction: Armed

bandits kidnapped seven students from
rented accommodations on the outskirts of
Kaura Namoda; security forces engaged in
a fierce gun battle in pursuit Zamfara
abduction.

House Minority Leader Row: Lawmaker
alleges forgery of his signature on a
document endorsing Representative Ikenga
Oguchinger, leading to a rowdy session and

calls for a probe forgery row.

Marco Rubio Testimony: US Secretary of
State defends the Trump administration's
foreign policy and confirms the presence of
100-200 US military personnel in Nigeria
for counter-terrorism Rubio testimony.

INEC Data Breach: A significant internal
breach at INEC exposed the registration
data of high-profile individuals, leading to a
crisis of confidence in the 2027 electoral
process INEC breach.

CAN Declares Black Sunday: The
Christian Association of Nigeria calls for a
national state of emergency on security and
three days of mourning over persistent
mass killings and kidnappings CAN
mourning.

AfDB Economic Outlook: Professor Kevin
Urama reports that while Africa's GDP
growth is strong at 4.4%, a failing social
contract is preventing domestic revenue
mobilization AfDB report.
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* Ogun State Fake News Battle: Police
PRO Babashi dispels rumors of "terrorist
cells" in Ogun, claiming recirculated videos
from 2024 are being used to create panic

n nk.

Imo State Monarch Assassinated:
Operatives arrested suspects linked to the
killing of Eze Polinus and five others in
OHA local government; the monarch had
recently returned from the US Monarch
killing.

Mali Motorbike Ban: The Malian
government bans large engine motorbikes

(125cc+) outside urban centers to restrict
jihadist movement Mali ban.

Nigeria  Customs Seizures: Semi

command intercepted 800 parcels of
cannabis and 2,000 bags of foreign rice
along the Seme-Badagry corridor Customs

revenue.

Green Hydrogen Program Launch:
Energy Commission of Nigeria launches a
$10 million program to utilize hydrogen as
industrial fuel for heavy duty industries
Hydrogen launch.

Ondo Senotap Controversy: Governor
Lucky Aiyedatiwa addresses the demolition
of a memorial for Owo massacre victims,
claiming it was built illegally on private
land Senotap row.

Ebola Crisis Update: WHO confirms 344
cases and 60 deaths in the DRC, with the
number of suspected cases falling from

1,000 to 116 Ebola update.

LPG Market Transparency Crisis:
Founder of LPG in Nigeria, Godwin
Ukodua, calls for more dynamic data
sharing from NMDPR as supply gaps hit 4

million metric tons LPG transparency.

* OPay Scholars Program: OPay announces
a 1.2 billion Naira scholarship program
over 10 years to support 24 tertiary
institutions in Nigeria OPay scholarship.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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