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GLOBAL VOLATILITY PEAKS AMIDST

CANADIAN UNITY CRISIS,

TRANSACTIONAL US DIPLOMACY,

AND THE RISE OF AI-DRIVEN

INFORMATION WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  landscape  on  June  9,  2026,  is

characterized by a high-stakes convergence of

domestic  fragility  and  unpredictable

international  maneuvers.  In  Canada,  the

appointment  of  Louise  Arbour as  the  31st

Governor  General  serves  as  a  symbolic

attempt  to  fortify  national  unity  ahead  of  a

looming  October  19  referendum  in  Alberta

that  threatens  the  country's  constitutional

order. This domestic strain is exacerbated by

the  "Carney  government's"  aggressive

legislative push to ban social media for users

under  16,  a  move  mirroring  international

trends  but  facing  significant  implementation

hurdles  and  jurisdictional  friction  with

provinces like Manitoba and New Brunswick.

Simultaneously, U.S. President Donald Trump

is  exerting  transactional  pressure  on  global

infrastructure and security architectures. The

imminent  opening of  the $6.4  billion Gordie

Howe  International  Bridge has  become  a

flashpoint  for  trade  tension,  with  the  U.S.

administration threatening to withhold access

unless  "compensated"  for  historical

investments.  In  the  Middle  East,  Trump

repeatedly asserts that a peace deal between

Israel  and  Iran  is  "days  away,"  despite

continued  IDF  strikes  in  Lebanon  and  a

heightened  military  posture  following  the

reported downing of a U.S. Apache helicopter

in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  This  erratic

diplomacy  coincides  with  the  massive  $1.77

trillion  SpaceX  IPO,  signaling  a  shift  where

private  corporate  interests  increasingly

dictate  the  pace  of  technological  and

economic sovereignty.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Canadian Constitutional and Unity Crisis

Elections  Alberta  is  preparing  for  a

"colossal undertaking" involving 45 million

ballots and 60,000 workers for the October

19  referendum  on  provincial  autonomy/

separation.

Conservative  leader  Pierre  Poilievre  is

campaigning  in  Alberta,  framing  the

separatist  movement  as  a  reaction  to

federal  policy  rather  than  an  rejection  of

Canada, while Prime Minister Mark Carney

labels the referendum a "dangerous bluff."

New  Governor  General  Louise  Arbour

issued  a  rare  warning  against  "extreme

consensus"  and  polarization,  signaling  a

more  activist  role  for  the  Crown’s

representative.
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The Digital  Safety Act and Social  Media

Prohibition

The  federal  government  is  set  to  table

legislation  banning  social  media  for

children under 16, citing well-documented

harms to  mental  health  and  algorithmic

manipulation.

Implementation  challenges  persist,

including  the  lack  of  an  "exemptions

framework" found in other jurisdictions and

the difficulty of age inference technologies

that guess ages based on usage patterns.

Provinces  like  Manitoba  and  New

Brunswick  are  threatening  to  implement

their  own  bans  if  federal  legislation  is

deemed  insufficient,  creating  a  potential

"patchwork" of provincial rules.

U.S.-Iran  Tensions  and  the  Ceasefire

Mirage

President Trump has claimed over 37 times

that  a  security  agreement  with  Iran is

imminent, yet Iran’s chief negotiator states

they  are  not  interested  in  normalizing

relations.

Israel  has  launched  fresh  air  strikes  in

Tyre,  Lebanon,  resulting  in  at  least  eight

deaths and  30  people  trapped  under

rubble,  threatening  the  already  shaky

regional ceasefire.

Shipping  in  the  Red  Sea  remains  under

threat from Houthi forces, who continue to

target  Israeli-linked  vessels  despite  U.S.

naval presence.

Regulatory and Corporate Scandals

A former  Air  Canada pilot,  Jeff Wall,  was

arrested for flying hundreds of commercial

flights  for  17  years with  a  forged  Airline

Transport Pilot License (ATPL).

Investigations  into  the  "Sam  Canada"

(Garvikramjiet  Singh  Warring)  killing  in

Surrey, BC, reveal he was an alleged high-

ranking member  of  the  Bishnoi  gang and

was on an Indian government alert list for

years.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

Israeli military continues offensive operations

in  Lebanon  to  secure  its  northern  border,

while  Iran  allies  itself  more  closely  with

Russia,  providing  weapons  and  soldiers for

the war in Ukraine in exchange for advanced

weapon systems.

Critical  Infrastructure  Security: The

Gordie  Howe  International  Bridge  faces

political  sabotage as  the  U.S.  administration

attempts to renegotiate terms of its opening,

despite the project  being entirely  funded by

Canadian taxpayers.

Food  &  Water  Security: Data  centers  for

Amazon  and  Google  are  under  fire  for

consuming up to 550 million gallons of water

annually  in  drought-stricken  regions  like

Oregon and the Okanagan, prompting calls for

"zeroscaping"  and  stricter  industrial  water

regulations.

Leadership  Dynamics  &  Governance:

Prime  Minister  Mark  Carney  faces  internal

pressure  from  his  own  party  and  provinces

over  "online  harms,"  while  simultaneously

managing  a  western  alienation  crisis that

critics say was ignored in the latest vice-regal

appointment.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: The emergence of

AI-generated  fake  videos  of  the  Philippines

earthquake highlights  the  growing  risk  of

"cinematic  recreations"  being  used  to
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manipulate  public  perception  during

humanitarian crises.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Corporatization of Human Rights and

Detention: A disturbing trend is emerging in

the U.S. where private prison companies like

the  GEO  Group  and  CoreCivic  have  shifted

their  focus from  domestic  prisoners  to

immigrant  detainees.  This  has  turned

immigration  enforcement  into  a  "profitable

industry"  with  shares  of  these  companies

jumping  80% following  political  promises  of

mass deportations. Reports of detainees being

fed "worm-infested food" and paid one dollar a

day for  labor  suggest  a  systemic  erosion  of

humanitarian standards for profit.

The  Weaponization  of  Visas  and  Sports:

Geopolitics has invaded the 2026 FIFA World

Cup,  with  the  U.S.  denying  a  visa  to  a

prominent Somali referee, Omar Artan, due to

"vetting concerns."  Furthermore,  the Iranian

national team has been forced to relocate its

base  camp  from  Arizona  to  Mexico  due  to

"visa  uncertainties,"  and  tickets  for  Iranian

fans  have  been  arbitrarily  pulled,  raising

questions  about  the  politicization  of

international sporting events.

The  "Laurentian  Elite"  Narrative  vs.

Western  Alienation: The  appointment  of

Louise  Arbour—a  quintessential  Montreal-

based jurist—is being framed in Alberta as a

missed opportunity to signal that the West has

a voice at the table. This fuels the separatist

narrative  that  the  "central  Canadian  elite"

continues to run the country without regard

for  Western  frustrations,  specifically

regarding oil  and gas pipeline approvals  set

for a critical October 1st deadline.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Canada is currently facing its most significant

internal stability threat since the 1995 Quebec

referendum.  The  Alberta  "October

Referendum"  is  not  merely  about  provincial

rights  but  is  a  direct  challenge  to  federal

sovereignty.  The  Carney  government's

struggle to maintain a unified front is evident

in  its  "patchwork"  approach to  social  media

regulation  and  its  inability  to  silence  the

separatist movement born of "anger at federal

government policies."

In  the  United  States,  the  Trump

administration  appears  to  be  using  security

lockdowns and  aggressive  policing  (e.g.,  at

Madison  Square  Garden)  to  manage  public

dissent.  The  fusion  of  private  corporate

interests (SpaceX/GEO Group) with executive

power  suggests  a  state  capacity  being

redirected  toward  profit-generating

governance,  which  may  further  polarize  the

American  electorate  ahead  of  future

transitions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being portrayed as

a "fragile crossroad" where old alliances are

being  tested  by  transactional  demands.  The

U.S.  posture  is  increasingly  isolationist  and

mercantilist,  weaponizing  infrastructure

projects  like  the  Gordie  Howe  Bridge to

extract  concessions  from  close  allies.

Meanwhile,  "Bloc  Politics"  is  solidifying,  as

evidenced  by  North  Korea  and  Russia's

mutual  defense  pact,  positioning  them  as  a

unified  front  against  NATO-aligned  interests

in both Europe and the Pacific.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global markets are at a "frothy peak," driven

by an "insatiable appetite" for anything tech

or AI-related, even as the real economy faces

a  cost-of-living  crisis  and  trade  war

uncertainties.  The  energy  sector  is

particularly  sensitive  to  the  "energy  shock"

from the Middle East, with oil tankers in the

Strait of Hormuz effectively paralyzed by the

ongoing conflict.

Capital  Flows: The  SpaceX  IPO  is

expected  to  value  the  company  at  $1.77

trillion, paving the way for other AI giants

like Anthropic and OpenAI to go public.

Trade & Tariffs: Canada is feeling the pain

of 25% counter-tariffs on steel, with layoffs

already reported in the industrial sector.

Infrastructure  Costs: The  Gordie  Howe

bridge has reached a  $4 billion price tag

(with  some  estimates  citing  $6.4  billion),

funded entirely by Canadian taxpayers.

Commodities: Water has become a critical

industrial  commodity,  with  cities  like

Calgary losing 20% of their drinking water

annually to leaky infrastructure, requiring a

$342 million investment.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current governance landscape is seeing a

shift  toward  veteran  legal  and  technical

figures to manage escalating crises.

Louise  Arbour: Appointed  as  the  31st

Governor General, tasked with maintaining

constitutional  order during  a  period  of

national fraying.

Mark Carney: Serving as Prime Minister

of  Canada,  currently  balancing  a  unity

crisis with an ambitious digital  regulatory

agenda.

David  Ventuela: A  former  GEO  Group

executive  now  leading  ICE,  signaling  a

"marriage  of  policy  with  profit"  in  U.S.

immigration detention.

Elon  Musk: Positioned  to  become  a

trillionaire through the SpaceX IPO, further

consolidating  his  influence  over  global

space and AI infrastructure.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network's lead coverage focused heavily

on the twin threats to Canadian stability: the

Alberta  referendum and the "Online Harms"

social media ban. These domestic stories were

framed with  high  urgency,  often  using  fear-

inducing language about the "mental health of

kids"  and  the  "death  of  the  country."  The

Middle  East  conflict  was  treated  with

skepticism,  particularly  regarding  President

Trump’s  repeated  claims  of  an  imminent

peace  deal,  which  the  network  contrasted

with  the  reality  of  ongoing  air  strikes.  A

notable "Buried Story" was the Inuit poverty

report, which painted a devastating picture of

inequities  in  Nunatevut  but  received

significantly less airtime than the SpaceX IPO

or  the  fraudulent  pilot  scandal.  Omissions

include  any  deep  analysis  of  the  "October

Referendum's"  legal  standing  if  Alberta

actually votes for separation.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is increasingly viewed through the

lens of strongmen versus institutions, with the
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U.S.  administration  acting  as  a  disruptive,

unpredictable force.

The United States (Trump): Portrayed as

transactional,  volatile,  and  prone  to

"posting  series  of  falsehoods"  about

infrastructure  projects  like  the  Gordie

Howe Bridge.

Canada (Carney): Framed as "fragile" and

"testing  its  national  unity,"  struggling  to

maintain a broad tent of federalists against

rising provincial separatism.

North Korea (Kim Jong Un): Framed as a

"nuclear  power"  gaining  leverage  by

sending  weapons  to  Russia,  effectively

supercharging  its  economy and  military

systems.

The Philippines: Framed as "the world's

most  disaster-prone  country,"  currently  a

microplate under  pressure  from  both

geological and information-warfare forces.

Bishnoi  Gang: Framed  as  a  "terrorist

entity"  with  tentacles  reaching  deep  into

Canadian  South  Asian  communities and

international cricket.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

AI-Generated Disinformation: The use of

AI to create "cinematic recreations" of the

Philippines  earthquake  marks  a  new

threshold  in  "awareness-based"

disinformation that lacks proper labeling.

Narrative  Seeding: The  Trump

administration’s  repeated  claims  of  an

imminent "peace deal"  serve as a stalling

tactic or  psychological  operation  to  keep

markets  stable  while  military  escalations

continue.

Institutional Decay: The revelation that a

pilot  flew  for  17  years  with  forged

documents  suggests  a  massive  failure  in

regulatory vetting, which is now being used

to undermine trust in commercial aviation

safety.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  "Second  State"  Hypothesis: If  the

federal  government  fails  to  approve  new oil

and gas pipelines by the October 1st deadline,

Alberta’s referendum will shift from a protest

vote  to  a  legitimate  secession  movement,

likely  triggering  a  constitutional  crisis  that

Arbour’s GG office cannot mitigate.

The  AI  Regulator  Failure: The  proposed

social  media  ban  will  fail  to  be  enforced

effectively,  leading  to  a  "trade  irritant" with

the  U.S.  as  tech giants  refuse  to  implement

mandatory ID verification,  eventually forcing

the federal government to retreat in favor of

"provincial patchwork" laws.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant

civil  unrest  at  the  Calgary  Stampede as

separatist and federalist factions collide; the

Digital  Safety  Act  will  likely  face  an

immediate  legal  challenge  from civil  society

organizations over free speech concerns.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  SpaceX

IPO  will  create  a  new  class  of  "tech-

trillionaires,"  leading  to  increased  private

sector  lobbying  power that  rivals  state

influence;  water  wars  in  the  Okanagan  will

intensify  as  summer  heat  hits  level  five

drought ratings.
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Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Canada  may

undergo a fundamental structural realignment

toward a more decentralized federation if the

October  referendum  results  in  a  "sovereign

Alberta" within a loose economic union.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  convergence  of  separatist  movements,

erratic superpower diplomacy, and the erosion

of  the  information  environment  creates  a

high-threat operating matrix.

Alberta  Secession  Flashpoint: Risk  of

Canada's  territorial  integrity  fracturing.

Triggers:  Rejection  of  the  October  1st

pipeline decision. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Catastrophic  (National  collapse).

Mitigations:  Federal  concessions  on

resource  policy  and  increased  Western

representation in Ottawa.

Hormuz Energy Blockade: Risk of global

energy  prices  spiking  due  to  naval

paralysis.  Triggers:  Retaliatory  strike  by

Iran following the U.S. helicopter downing.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  Accelerated  diversification  of

energy supply routes.

Information Environment Collapse: Risk

of public inability to distinguish truth from

AI-generated  fiction.  Triggers:  Unlabeled

"cinematic recreations" of political events.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate (Social

order erosion). Mitigations: Mandatory AI-

watermarking legislation.

Corporate Detention Exploitation: Risk

of massive human rights violations in for-

profit prisons. Triggers: Implementation of

mass deportation policies. Likelihood: High.

Impact:  High  (Global  reputation  damage).

Mitigations:  Federal  ban  on  private

contractors for immigrant detention.

Industrial  Water  Wars: Risk  of

community depletion of drinking water by

data centers. Triggers: Prolonged level five

drought in  BC/Oregon.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Moderate  (Local

instability).  Mitigations:  Transition  to

"closed-circuit  cooling  systems"  for  all  AI

facilities.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  fail  to  clarify  the  specific

"vetting  concerns"  that  led  to  the  Somali

referee's visa denial, leaving a vacuum for

propaganda.

There  is  no  verified  data  on  whether

Australia’s  social  media  ban has  actually

improved  youth  mental  health,  despite  it

being  used  as  the  primary  model  for

Canadian legislation.

The  actual  status  of  the  "sa  shaky

ceasefire" in the Middle East is obscured by

contradictory  claims  from  Trump  and

Iranian negotiators.

The financial feasibility of Elections Alberta

hiring  60,000  workers in  a  tight  labor

market is unexplored.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Stalling  Tactic"  Scenario: Trump’s

"imminent peace deal" is not a diplomatic goal

but  a  psychological  operation  designed  to

delay Israeli  retaliation until  after  a  specific

U.S. domestic event or to keep oil prices from

spiking before the SpaceX IPO.

The "Controlled Opposition" Scenario: The

Alberta separatist movement is being quietly

encouraged by  certain  federal  factions  to

justify  a  state  of  emergency  or  the
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implementation of drastic new federal powers

under the guise of "national security."

Black Swan Event: A systemic pilot-licensing

audit reveals  that  thousands of  global  pilots

are  operating  with  fraudulent  credentials,

leading to a total  grounding of  international

civil aviation.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediately  establish  a  federal-provincial

"Unity  Council"  that  includes  Western

premiers to  pre-emptively  negotiate  the

Alberta  pipeline  approvals  before  the

October 1st deadline.

Develop a "biometric-free" age verification

standard for the Digital Safety Act to avoid

privacy backlash and trade litigation from

U.S. tech giants.

Strengthen NATO missions in the Baltic to

counter Russian drone incursions, such as

the one recently shot down over Latvia.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Monitor the SpaceX IPO as a bellwether for

the  "AI  froth"  peak;  a  poor  performance

could trigger a broader market correction

for tech stocks.

Redirect  logistics  and supply chains away

from the Strait of Hormuz as the risk of "tit-

for-tat"  missile  strikes  between  Iran  and

Israel remains high.

Ensure all  data center expansions include

closed-circuit  cooling  to  mitigate  the

regulatory risk of future water-usage bans

in drought-prone regions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  centered  on  digital

regulation  and  sovereign  autonomy,  with  a

heavy  emphasis  on  "Online  Harms"  and  the

"Digital Safety Act."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The  Digital  Safety  Act: Proposed

federal  legislation  to  ban  social  media

for  those  under  16  and  regulate  AI

chatbots; intended to address the "well-

documented harms" of social media.

Alberta  Autonomy/Separation  Bill:

The  legislative  framework  for  the

October  19  referendum,  including  10

individual ballot questions on provincial

rights.

Manitoba/New  Brunswick  Social

Media  Bans: Provincial-level  bills

intended  to  pre-empt  or  supplement

federal legislation on online harms.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Louise  Arbour  Installment

Ceremony: Arbour vowing to showcase

a diversity of voices and warning against

"extreme consensus."

Mark  Carney  Cabinet  Briefing: The

PM confirming the Gordie Howe Bridge

opening while  navigating  the  "Digital

Safety" rollout.

Peel  Regional  Police  Press

Conference: Detailing  the  "movie

script" allegations against the fraudulent

Air Canada pilot.
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KEY STORIES

Louise  Arbour’s  GG  Appointment:

Arbour  takes  office  as  the  31st  Governor

General,  calling  for  unity  and  vigilance

against  the  "pitfalls  of  artificial

intelligence."

Alberta  October  Referendum: Elections

Alberta  prepares  for  a  massive  vote  on

October 19, involving 45 million ballots and

a $37 million-plus recruitment campaign.

Social  Media  Ban  for  Under  16s: The

Carney  government  prepares  the  Digital

Safety Act, facing pressure from provinces

like Manitoba to implement a hard ban.

Gordie  Howe  Bridge  Controversy:

Trump  threatens  to  block  the  opening  of

the international bridge unless the U.S. is

compensated for historical investments.

Middle  East  Escalation: Israel  strikes

Tyre,  Lebanon,  killing  at  least  eight,  as

Trump claims a peace deal is "days away"

for the 37th time.

Philippines 7.8 Magnitude Earthquake:

A  massive  quake  hits  Mindanao,  killing

dozens  and  triggering  AI-generated  fake

video recreations of the disaster.

SpaceX  IPO: Elon  Musk's  space  and  AI

company  goes  public  at  a  $1.77  trillion

valuation.

Air Canada Pilot Fraud: Jeff Wall arrested

for flying commercial jets for 17 years with

a fraudulent license.

Surrey  Gang  Killing: Investigation  into

the death of "Sam Canada" reveals ties to

the Bishnoi gang and international cricket

corruption.

Data  Center  Water  Consumption:

Amazon and Google facilities in Oregon and

BC  under  scrutiny  for  using  millions  of

gallons of drinking water for cooling during

droughts.

North  Korea-Russia  Weapons  Deal:

North Korea sends weapons and soldiers to

Russia in exchange for economic help and

advanced military tech.

Belfast Knife Attack: A stabbing in North

Belfast,  allegedly  by  an  asylum  seeker,

sparks anti-immigrant protests and riots.

Pope  Leo  14th  in  Spain: The  Pope

delivers a message against polarization and

urges  compassion  for  migrants  during  a

mass in Madrid.

Calgary  Water  Leakage: Calgary  loses

120 million liters of drinking water daily to

leaky  infrastructure,  requiring  a  $342

million fix.

FIFA World Cup Visa Denials: A Somali

referee and Iranian fans are denied entry to

the  U.S. for  the  2026  tournament  due  to

political vetting.

Inuit Poverty Report: ITK calls for a food

security  strategy to  address  41% poverty

rates in Northern indigenous communities.

Boutique  Champagne  Scandal: A

Montreal  bridal  shop  closes  suddenly,

leaving customers with thousands of dollars

in losses during wedding season.

Hantavirus  Outbreak  Recovery: BC

health  officials  report  the  recovery  of  a

patient  linked  to  a  deadly  cruise  ship

outbreak.

Okanagan Drought Prizes: The regional

district  offers  prizes  for  the  "best  golden

lawn" to  encourage  water  conservation

during level five droughts.
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Private  Prison  Profit  Shift: Companies

like  GEO Group and CoreCivic  shift  their

business model from prisons to immigrant

detention for higher profit margins.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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