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CONSOLIDATION OF THE AXIS OF

RESISTANCE AND GLOBAL

ECONOMIC VOLATILITY ON THE

100TH DAY OF CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 9, 2026, marks a critical juncture in the

100-day war involving Iran, the United States,

and  Israel.  The  day's  developments  are

characterized  by  a  transition  from  localized

attrition  to  a  highly  coordinated  regional

defense strategy dubbed the "Unity of Fields."

Iran has  transitioned to  a  proactive  military

posture,  exemplified  by  Operation  Nasr,  a

direct  retaliatory  strike  against  Israeli

strategic  assets  following  violations  of  a

fragile  ceasefire.  This  military  escalation  is

mirrored by  a  "security  belt"  established by

the  Axis  of  Resistance,  with  Yemen's

Ansarullah movement enforcing a total ban on

Israeli-linked maritime navigation in the Red

Sea  and  the  Bab  el-Mandeb,  threatening  to

choke global trade and energy flows.

Simultaneously,  the  geopolitical  center  of

gravity  is  shifting  toward  Beijing  as

Washington’s  influence  wanes  under  the

weight  of  an  unpopular  war  and  economic

instability.  The  Trump  administration  faces

severe  domestic  backlash,  with  approval

ratings plummeting to 35% as gasoline prices

surge  and  inflation  leaps.  The  diplomatic

arena is equally fractured; the IAEA Board of

Governors  is  embroiled  in  a  confrontation

over a US-backed resolution that Iran, Russia,

and China denounce as a politicized attempt

to  legitimize  military  aggression.  The

convergence of these events suggests that the

US  is  increasingly  isolated,  struggling  to

maintain  its  regional  alliances  while  its

primary  proxy,  Israel,  faces  an  "existential

defeat" on multiple fronts.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation  Nasr  and  Strategic

Retaliation: Iran  launched  a  significant

missile operation targeting sensitive Israeli

sites,  including  the  Nevatim  Airbase  and

the  Tiberius  armored  vehicle  support

center, marking the first time Iran targeted

Israel without being directly struck first on

its own soil.

IAEA  Diplomatic  Standoff: A  western-

backed draft resolution at the IAEA is being

contested  by  the  "Eastern  Bloc"  (Russia,

Iran,  China),  who  argue  the  agency  is

ignoring  Israeli-US  strikes  on  Iranian

nuclear facilities while attempting to shift

responsibility onto Tehran.

Regional  Maritime  Blockade: Yemen’s

armed forces announced a complete ban on

Israeli shipping in the Red Sea, effectively

coordinating  with  Iran  to  create  a  new

security belt  stretching from the Strait  of

Hormuz to the Bab el-Mandeb.

US Economic and Domestic Crisis: The

war has driven oil prices toward a potential

surge of $150 per barrel, while the Trump

administration  faces  criticism  for

politicizing the 2026 World Cup by denying

visas to various national delegations.
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West  Bank  Humanitarian

Deterioration: Documented  settler

violence and  the  death  of  a  7-month-old

infant have triggered new sanctions against

Israeli  settlers  from  the  UK,  Australia,

Canada, France, and Norway.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

conflict  has  evolved  into  a  "war  of  drones,"

where low-cost  Iranian-designed FPV drones

are  neutralizing  multimillion-dollar Israeli

Merkava  tanks  and  Iron  Dome  systems,

fundamentally  altering  the  economics  of

modern warfare. Iran’s military doctrine now

explicitly includes the protection of the entire

resistance  front as  a  red  line  for  its  own

national security.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security:

The war has transformed strategic waterways

from theoretical  deterrents to active conflict

zones.  Iranian  control  over  the  Strait  of

Hormuz is now viewed by analysts as its most

consequential  asset,  surpassing  even  its

nuclear program. Global energy markets are

bracing  for  worldwide  inflationary  shocks if

these corridors remain contested.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: The  Shanghai

Cooperation Organization (SCO) has issued a

joint statement expressing solidarity with Iran

and  condemning  military  strikes  against  it.

This  represents  a  growing  multipolar

alignment  against  US-Israeli  policies,  with

China  emerging  as  a  key  mediator  and

superpower that no longer needs permission

to define its regional relationships.

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk: China

has responded to US sanctions with "lawfare,"

issuing  Decree  834  and  835 to  secure  its

supply chains and create a formal legal armor

against  extraterritorial  US  reach.

Simultaneously,  Iran  argues  that  routine

nuclear inspections are legally invalid as long

as  the  US  continues  to  threaten  its

infrastructure with military action.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  US  Military  Supremacy: A

recurring theme is the perceived collapse of

the longstanding assumption of US and Israeli

military dominance. The ability of asymmetric

forces  to  challenge  high-tech  military

hardware has empowered regional  actors  to

ignore US "red lines"  and dictate  their  own

rules of engagement.

Economic Decoupling and the Petro-Yuan:

The  conflict  is  accelerating  the  shift  away

from  the  petro-dollar.  Analysts  suggest  the

war may mark the birth of the petro-yuan, as

nations look for ways to bypass US financial

chokeholds  and  the  "economic  thuggery"  of

sanctions regimes.

Politicization  of  International

Institutions: From the IAEA to FIFA, there is

a narrative that global bodies are losing their

credibility by serving the interests of the US

and Israel. The denial of World Cup visas to

Somali and Iranian personnel is framed as an

anathema  to  the  spirit  of  international

cooperation and a sign of institutional decay.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The Trump administration

is  facing  a  "terrible  nightmare"  scenario

where Republicans may lose both houses of

Congress due to the economic fallout of the

war.  There is  reported infighting between

the  President  and  the  "deep  state"

conservatives over the lack of a clear end-

game for the Iranian conflict.

Israel: The Israeli population is described

as  increasingly  irrational  and  suffering

from extreme stress, PTSD, and a desertion

crisis  within  the  military.  Factions  within

the  leadership  are  reportedly  seeking  a

political  exit  while  the  elite  remain

committed to a "war of existence."

Iran: In  contrast  to  its  adversaries,  the

Iranian society is portrayed as united and

enthusiastic,  with  high  public  support  for

the  government  and  military  actions,

bolstered by over 100 days of  nationwide

rallies.

Lebanon: The Lebanese political system is

in  a  state  of  collapse,  relying  almost

entirely  on  Hezbollah  for  security.

Disconnect  is  growing  between  the

"puppet" central government and the local

population that supports the resistance.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  framed  as  a

fracturing  arena where  traditional  Western

leverage is failing. Iran is no longer a isolated

actor but a significant partner in a multipolar

system where influence is shared with Russia

and China. The "outside world" is increasingly

viewing  Israel  as  a  hated  state,  with  global

solidarity  shifting  toward  the  Palestinian

cause and the resistance front. China's arrival

as  a  "full-spectrum  superpower"  is  the  key

transformation,  as  it  refuses  to  adopt

Washington's  framing of  Iran  and  instead

supports  Tehran's  right  to  peaceful  nuclear

energy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economy  is  entering  a  "crisis

mode"  due  to  the  disruption  of  energy  and

supply chains in West Asia. Market sentiment

is  dominated  by  uncertainty  stemming  from

conflicting statements by US leadership.

Commodities: Fertilizer prices have risen

by  44% since  the  start  of  the  conflict.

Wheat  prices  are  up  over  20%,  and  soy

beans are up 11%.

Energy: Gasoline  prices  in  the  US  have

surged  40%,  while  diesel  prices  have

jumped 74%. LNG trade is facing a global

scramble between Europe and Asia.

Financial Indicators: US bond yields have

reached  their  highest  levels  since  2007.

Inflation  in  the  US  leaped  from  2.4%  in

February to 3.8% in April.

Supply  Chain  Metrics: The  transit  time

penalty for tankers from Asia to Europe has

increased  by  16  to  32  days,  with  a  cost

penalty  of  $1  million  per  voyage  due  to

rerouting around the Cape of Good Hope.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The conflict  has solidified certain leadership

roles while delegitimizing others, particularly

in the West.

Donald  Trump: Characterized  as  an

unstable  and  impulsive leader  who  has

"overshot  the  mark"  and is  losing control

over the deep state and his own base.
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Benjamin  Netanyahu: Framed  as  an

isolated figure whose credibility and army

have been "shattered" by the failure of the

Iron Dome and the drone war.

Mohammad Baqir Ghalibaf: The Iranian

Parliament Speaker has taken a central role

in  communicating  strategic  military-

diplomatic synergy to the nation.

Ismail  Qaani: The  IRGC  Quds  Force

commander  is  actively  coordinating  the

Resistance Front's response and publicizing

its "new security belt."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  stories  center  on  Iran's  military

successes and  the  Axis  of  Resistance's

regional coordination. Press TV emphasizes

the  failure  of  US  and  Israeli  technology

against asymmetric threats and the impending

economic  collapse  of  the  West.  Buried  or

minimized stories include the specific details

of  Iranian  casualties  from  Israeli  strikes,

which are often generalized or dismissed as

ineffective.  The  emotional  tone  is  one  of

defiant  nationalism and  calculated

triumph. Conspicuous omissions include any

neutral analysis of the civilian impact of Axis

of Resistance strikes or the internal political

opposition within Iran, which is portrayed as

non-existent.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  narratives  project  a  world  in  transition

where  the  "Old  Order"  of  US  dominance  is

being forcibly replaced by a "New Order" led

by the Resistance and the Eastern powers.

Iran: Portrayed as strong, principled, and

victorious.  "In  a  war  where  the  world's

superpower...  faced Iran, we have already

won."

United  States: Framed  as  weak,  chaotic,

and  corrupt.  The  administration  is

described  as  using  "good  cop  bad  cop"

tactics to hide its inability to win a military

battle.

Israel: Characterized  as  a  genocidal and

failing  "zionist  entity"  that  is  merely  a

military  base  for  the  US and is  currently

facing a "war of existence" it cannot win.

China: Portrayed  as  competent  and

confidently ascending, serving as the new

center of geopolitical gravity that provides

Iran with deep strategic depth.

Hezbollah: Framed as the only legitimate

defender  of  Lebanon  and  an  IDF  tactical

nightmare.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: Iran  is  actively

seeding the "Unity  of  Fields"  narrative  to

convince regional players that an attack on

one member of the Axis is an attack on all.

Psychological  Operations: The  use  of

satirical  AI Lego videos is  a sophisticated

effort to bypass the "emotional shields" of

Western  audiences  and  deliver  a  pro-

resistance message directly to the youth.

Censorship  Allegations: Iranian  state

media accuses the Pentagon of classifying

its press office and major Western outlets

like the BBC of being "connected to zionist

political networks" to hide the truth of US

defeats.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Expansion  to  Extra-Regional  War: If

Israeli  strikes  on  Lebanese  and  Iranian

infrastructure  continue,  the  conflict  is

hypothesized to expand beyond geographic

borders to a total war against global energy

routes  and  US  bases  across  the  entire

Mideast.

The  Collapse  of  the  Petro-Dollar:

Continued reliance on the Yuan for oil trade

in  the  Persian  Gulf  could  lead  to  an

irrevocable  shift in  the  global  financial

order within the next 12-18 months.

Israeli  Political  Implosion: The

combination of military failure, PTSD crisis,

and  economic  decay  may  lead  to  a

leadership  collapse  in  Israel as  the

population grows "fed up with the war."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

volatility in energy markets following the Red

Sea shipping ban. Domestic unrest in the US

may  increase  as  "lame  duck"  Trump  faces

pressure  to  end  the  war  while  Netanyahu

attempts  to  provoke  further  escalation  to

ensure his political survival.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Diplomatic

formalization of the Iran-Russia-China bloc is

likely  to  intensify,  possibly  leading to a  new

security  architecture in  West  Asia  that

excludes the United States.  The 2026 World

Cup  will  likely  be  a  major  focal  point  for

international  protests  against  US  foreign

policy.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural change

in  global  trade  is  expected,  with  the

architectural damage to the maritime trading

system potentially taking decades to recover,

similar to the aftermath of 1990s conflicts.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current operating environment is defined

by  high-stakes  triggers  and  systemic

vulnerabilities.

Risk  of  Total  Regional  Conflagration:

Triggers  include  a  nuclear  first-strike or

the  targeting  of  critical  Iranian

infrastructure.  Likelihood:  Moderate  to

High.  Impact:  Catastrophic  destruction  of

regional stability and global energy supply.

Mitigations: Immediate US withdrawal and

a  return  to  the  JCPOA  framework  as

demanded by Tehran.

Global  Economic  Depression: Triggers

include  a  sustained  closure  of  both  the

Strait  of  Hormuz  and  Bab  el-Mandeb.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Oil  price  spikes

leading  to  hyper-inflation  and  food

shortages in the Global South. Mitigations:

Diplomatic  guarantees  for  the  security  of

energy corridors.

Nuclear  Proliferation/Safety  Crisis:

Triggers  include  the  bombing  of  nuclear

facilities resulting  in  radioactive  release.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Environmental disaster and regional health

crisis.  Mitigations:  IAEA  recognition  of

military  strikes  as  the  primary  cause  of

safeguard disruptions.

US  Institutional  Collapse: Triggers

include a loss of both houses of Congress

and  a  massive  domestic  uprising  against

the  war.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Drastic  shift  in  US global  posture toward

isolationism. Mitigations: Pivot to "America

First" policies and cessation of support for

Israeli military adventures.
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Ethnic  Cleansing  in  the  West  Bank:

Triggers  include the formal  annexation of

"Judea  and  Samaria."  Likelihood:  High.

Impact: Permanent displacement of millions

and  total  regional  destabilization.

Mitigations:  International  sanctions  and

recognition of a sovereign Palestinian state.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Iranian  Domestic  Dissent: The

broadcasts  entirely  omit  any  mention  of

internal  opposition  to  the  war  or  the

economic toll of the conflict on the average

Iranian citizen.

Israeli Strategic Objectives: There is no

analysis of Israeli military successes or its

long-term  security  rationale  beyond

"religious prophecies."

Casualty Verification: Claims of  scale of

destruction at US bases and Israeli armor

losses  lack  independent  third-party

verification.

Russian/Chinese  Engagement  Limits:

While solidarity is emphasized, the specific

limits of military support from Moscow and

Beijing remain unclear.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Desperate  Strength"  Hypothesis:

Iran's aggressive "Operation Nasr" and the

Houthi  blockade  could  be  interpreted  not

as  a  sign of  strength,  but  as  a  desperate

attempt to  force  a  negotiation  before

domestic  economic  pressures  lead  to

regime instability.

US Strategic Patience: The apparent lack

of  US  response  to  the  helicopter  crash

could be a calculated gesture of restraint to

avoid  a  full-scale  war  until  its  forces  are

fully repositioned for a decisive blow.

Black Swan - The "Petro-Yuan" Default:

If China's economy faces internal collapse,

the  entire  "Eastern  Bloc"  security

architecture  could  disintegrate,  leaving

Iran  and  the  Axis  of  Resistance  without

their  primary  economic  and  diplomatic

backstop.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Diplomatic Shift: Transition from a policy

of  "maximum  pressure"  to  "maximum

engagement" with Tehran to prevent a total

global energy blockade.

Security  Alignment: Re-evaluate  the

strategic  value of  the Israeli  alliance if  it

continues to drive the US toward military

and economic isolation.

Crisis Management: Prepare for massive

migration  flows  and  humanitarian  crises

originating from a potential state collapse

in Lebanon.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Diversification:

Immediately  reroute  maritime  logistics

away from the  Persian  Gulf  and  Red Sea

until  long-term  security  guarantees  are

established.

Currency Risk: Hedge against a devaluing

petro-dollar  by  diversifying  into  Yuan-

denominated  assets  or  commodities  like

gold.
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Regulatory Compliance: Monitor Chinese

Decrees  834/835 to  ensure  international

operations  do  not  run  afoul  of  emerging

"lawfare" frameworks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  and  policy  discussions  are

dominated by the IAEA standoff and the legal

frameworks established by China to  counter

US economic hegemony.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

IAEA Implementation of  Safeguards

Agreement: A  US-backed  draft

resolution aimed at increasing oversight

of Iranian nuclear sites, seen by Tehran

as a legitimization for war.

July  2018  Nation  State  Law:

Referenced  in  discussions  about  Israeli

racism and the exclusive right of Jews to

self-determination.

Chinese  Decree  834  &  835: New

regulations  issued  in  April  2026  to

secure  industrial  supply  chains and

target foreign extraterritorial overreach.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Ghalibaf’s  4th  Audio  Message: A

strategic  communication  to  the  Iranian

nation framing the naval blockade as a

war crime.

SCO  Interior  Ministers  Meeting: A

summit  in  Bishkek  resulting  in  a  joint

statement of support for Iran.

White  House  Twitter  Briefing: A

thread  used  to  justify  the  war  against

Iran,  which  Press  TV  claims  was

plagiarized from the FDD.

KEY STORIES

Operation  Nasr  Victory: Iran  details

missile strikes on the Nevatim Airbase and

Tiberius armored vehicle center.

US Apache Crash: A US helicopter went

down  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz;  Trump

claims  it  was  shot  down  while  Iran  cites

human error.

Houthi Red Sea Ban: Yemen's Ansarullah

movement  declares  a  total  ban on  Israeli

shipping through the Bab el-Mandeb.

IAEA Showdown in Vienna: Iran, Russia,

and China contest  a  US resolution at  the

IAEA board meeting.

West Bank Settler Violence: A 7-month-

old baby, Sam Haikal, was killed by Israeli

forces near Al Khalil.

Settler Sanctions: Five nations announce

sanctions against violent Israeli settlers in

the West Bank.

Global  Oil  Crisis: Analysts  warn  of  oil

reaching $150 as Strait of Hormuz tensions

mount.

Trump Approval Low: New polling shows

President Trump's approval at 35% due to

war and inflation.

FIFA World Cup Visa Denial: Criticism of

the  US  for  denying  visas to  the  Iranian

football delegation and a Somali referee.

Lego AI Propaganda: Iranian production

company "Explosive Media" details its viral

satirical videos using AI.

Palantir War Lab: Reports claim Israel is

using  Palantir's  AI to  automate  killing  in

the Gaza Strip.

Gaza  Wood  Shortage: A  severe  wood

shortage in Gaza has driven prices up 24-

fold, forcing the scavenging of rubble.
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Maersk Arms Shipments: Reports  show

Maersk  has  shipped  over  1400  tons  of

weapons  components to  Israel  since  Oct

2023.

Assassination of General Davud Nima:

Details emerge of an Israeli  missile strike

that killed an Iranian general and his family

on New Year's.

Pakistan-Lebanon  Defense  Pact: Army

chiefs  pledge  to  strengthen  defense

cooperation amid Israeli aggression.

Cuba  Sanctions  Warning: The  UN

Human  Rights  Chief  urges  the  US  to

remove "tough sanctions" on Cuba causing

widespread suffering.

Brussels Education Protests: Police use

tear gas against  protesters  demonstrating

against university tuition hikes.

Tungsten  Shortage: The  US  faces  a

tungsten  shortage after  heavy  missile

expenditure,  with  China  holding  a

monopoly.

Tehran  Medal  Ceremony: An  annual

program  to  present  medals to  those

supporting the Palestinian resistance.

Death  of  Journalists  in  Lebanon:

Freelance  journalists  Khalil  and  Zenab

Faraj were reportedly murdered by the IDF

in a targeted strike.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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