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 GLOBAL BREAKDOWN: THE HOT WAR &
RESOURGE SCRAMBLE OF JUNE 2026

US-Iran Conflict, Energy Crisis, & the Fight for Global South Resources.
Report Date: June 11, 2026.

ECONOMIC
SHOCKWAVE

US Inflation: 4.2%
(Driven by Energy Costs)
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Industrial Decay: German

Manufacturing Collapses due
to High Energy Prices.

FRACTURED ALLIANCES
& NEW BLOCS
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US-Led Order Fracturing.
Allies Alienated by Unilateral
Actions & "Transactionalist"

Policy.
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CATALYST: US Apache Downed.
US Launches Retaliatory Strikes on 20 Iranian
Targets. Iran Responds with Missile Barrage
on US Bases (Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait).
STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSED.

Eurasian Bloc Consolidates.
Russia, China, Iran Leverage
Energy & Trade Routes Against

Us. )

TRUMP CORRIDOR
(99-Year Lease)

RARE EARTH
MINERAL
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NARRATIVE BATTLE: Profound Delta Between us
“Victory"” Narrative and Military Reality. Media Bias
Alleged Agalnst India & Others.
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TECH SOVEREIGNTY:

Whistleblower Claims Pokémon Go Data
Used by US Military for Drone Targeting.

KEY RISKS & FUTURE OUTLOOK

CIVILIAN TARGETS: Reports of Ukrainian Strike on
Russian College Dormitory with EU Weapons.

REGIONAL WARV DOLLAR DEBASEMENT: GLOBAL SOUTH REALIGNMENT

High Risk of Full-Scale Middle US National Debt at $40T. African Nations Rejecting Western 5
East Conflict & Catastrophic Fears of Dollar Collapse & Shift Aid, Seeking Sovereignty & H

Energy Collapse. to Gold-Backed Currencies. Alternatives to US Dominance.
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GLOBAL ENERGY SECURITY AND
ECONOMIC STABILITY
DESTABILIZED BY ESCALATING US-
IRAN HOT WAR AND STRATEGIC
RESOURCE COMPETITION IN
AFRICA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on June 11, 2026,
is defined by a rapid transition from
diplomatic maneuvering to a high-intensity
"hot war" in the Middle East, primarily
centered on the Strait of Hormuz. Following
the downing of a US Apache helicopter, the
United States launched widespread strikes
against Iranian air defenses, triggering
immediate and asymmetric Iranian retaliation
against US installations in Jordan, Bahrain,
and Kuwait. This conflict has effectively closed
the Strait of Hormuz to maritime traffic,
precipitating an energy crisis that has pushed
US inflation to 4.2% and created a global
"choke hole" on developing economies.
President Trump’s rhetoric fluctuates between
threats of total annihilation and the
announcement of a "strong memorandum of
understanding" that the Iranian leadership

denies having approved.

Simultaneously, a secondary thematic pillar
emerged regarding "medical colonialism" and
resource extraction in the Global South.
Violent protests in Kenya over a US-funded
Ebola quarantine facility have turned lethal,
with critics arguing the facility is a pretext for
securing access to rare earth minerals in
Zambia and Zimbabwe. This is mirrored in the
Caucasus, where Armenia’s leadership is
accused of "geopolitical suicide" by granting
the US a 99-year lease for a "Trump Corridor"
on the Iranian border. These developments
suggest a coordinated effort by the US and
Israel to bypass traditional Eurasian trade
routes, further alienating regional powers like
Russia, China, and India.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Iran Military Escalation

e The US Apache helicopter crash in the
Strait of Hormuz sparked US Central
Command self-defense strikes at 5:00 PM
EDT against 20 Iranian targets.

e Iran retaliated with missile and drone
strikes against the US 5th Fleet in Bahrain,
the Al-Azrak base in Jordan, and the Ali Al-
Salem base in Kuwait.

* The IRGC announced the complete closure
f th rait of Hormuz to all maritime
shipping, threatening global oil supplies.

* US naval forces Kkilled three Indian sailors
during an attack on a tanker allegedly
violating the blockade.

Global Economic Crisis

* US inflation reached 4.2% in May, up from
3.3% in March, driven primarily by
skyrocketing energy costs.
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* German industrial sectors are reporting
mass layoffs as high labor costs and energy
shortages make competition in world
markets impossible.

* The "Greater Israel" project is framed by
analysts as a zero-sum game intended to
control regional energy flows from the Nile
to the Euphrates.

Regional Instability in Africa and the
Caucasus

* Lethal civil unrest in Kenya in response to a
$1.6 billion health agreement that allows
for the quarantine of American personnel
on Kenyan soil.

* Accusations of "geopolitical suicide" in
Armenia as Prime Minister Pashinyan

allegedly cedes southern  Armenian
territory for a US-controlled corridor.

» Turkish President Erdogan and Israeli
Prime Minister Netanyahu engaged in a
vicious war of words over regional
aggression and territorial ambitions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e The shift from diplom rrence in
the Middle East is now viewed as
irreversible by some analysts.

* Reports of the Ukrainian army using EU-

supplied weaponry to strike civilian targets
in Russian-controlled college dormitories,

resulting in student casualties.
Macroeconomics & Trade

* The US is facing unprecedented debt levels

of $40 trillion, with fears that the only
resolution is to debase the dollar.

* India continues to maintain its strategic

autonomy by purchasing discounted

Russian oil despite US pressure.
Global Health & Biosecurity

e The state department’s "America First"
global health strategy is criticized as a tool
for extracting critical minerals (rare earths)
from African nations in exchange for
medical aid.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Whistleblower reports suggest 30 billion
scans from Pokémon Go players are being
utilized by the US military to develop non-
GPS drone navigation and target
identification.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Rules-Based
Order The current conflict is framed not as a
defense of international law, but as a naked
power grab by the US and Israel to secure
energy hegemony. The targeting of Indian
commercial vessels and the disregard for
traditional alliances in Africa suggest the US
is pivoting toward a ‘"transactional" and
unilateral foreign policy. This trend is causing
a "vinier of invincibility" to crack, leading
regional powers to seek alternatives to the
-1 m.

Weaponization of Humanitarian and
Economic Aid The emergence of "health
compacts" in Africa reveals a trend where
medical infrastructure is w niz for
geopolitical leverage. This "America First"
strategy demands total control over local
medical data and viral sequencing, while
explicitly tying aid to backroom negotiations

for rare earth metals in countries like Zambia.
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Information Warfare and Media
Manipulation There is a profound delta
between the "narrative of victory" projected
by the White House and the "ground truth" of
military failure. President Trump is accused of
fabricating a peace deal to stabilize markets,
while pundits argue he is suffering from
serious mental decline or "prefrontal lobe
dementia." Media bias is also highlighted in
the portrayal of India as a "land of snake
charmers" to undermine its growing economic
stature.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The nation is grappling with
"dictatorial" system dynamics where policy is
dictated by an oligarchy of multi-billionaires
rather than the electorate. Public sentiment is
shifting, evidenced by the election of a
"Muslim Socialist" in New York City and a
growing anti-war movement within the
"MAGA base." High inflation and energy costs
are described as "dynamite for the opposition"
ahead of the mid-terms.

Kenya: The Ruto administration faces a crisis
of legitimacy as citizens perceive the
government as serving US interests over
Kenyan sovereignty. Protests have reached a
boiling point, with police using tear gas and
water cannons against their own people,
resulting in fatalities.

Germany: The loss of welfare and social
stability due to military engagement in
Ukraine and Israel is fueling public

demonstrations. The government is portrayed
as detached from the people, operating in an
"echo chamber" of geoeconomic strategy.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "Eurasian leg"—Russia, China, and Iran—
is consolidating its position against a
perceived decaying US empire. This bloc is
leveraging its control over critical energy
markets and trade routes (e.g., the Strait of
Hormuz) to force a US retreat. Conversely, the
US is attempting to "recolonize" strategic
points through restricted health compacts and
territorial leases in Armenia. Turkey is
emerging as a hostile regional player against
the "Greater Israel" project, signaling a
potential rupture in NATO’s southern flank.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized

by extreme uncertainty and a high-risk

premium on all energy-related assets.

Markets are reacting to the total closure of

the Strait of Hormuz, which has already

halted the flow of hundreds of millions of
rrels of oil.

Key Economic Vectors

e Inflation: US CPI hit 4.2%, with month-on-
month increases of 5%.

. i : u i i unde
Ener Prices: Crude oil remains under

$100 officially, but black-market/actual

exchange prices are significantly higher
due to the blockade.
* Debt: The US national debt is reported at
* Market Volatility: Treasury yields have
increased to a 20-year high.

* Industrial Decay: German factories are

sacking thousands of employees daily due

to energy costs.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are characterized by
intense friction between the executive branch
and military/intelligence apparatuses,
alongside a rise in anti-establishment figures
globally.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as increasingly
isolated and irrational, making unilateral
decisions on war and peace while his own
energy secretary is "out of the loop."

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Described as the
primary driver of the current war, seeking
to expand the conflict to Lebanon and Syria
to fulfill the "Greater Israel" project.

* Nikol Pashinyan (Armenia): Facing
accusations of corruptly selling national

sovereignty to the US and EU.

* Zoran Mamdani: Emerging as a symbolic
figure for radical political change in th
after winning a major NYC election.

* Kier Starmer: Mentioned as leading a

regime of suppression in the UK, with
approval ratings as low as 12%.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy of the day’s coverage
is dominated by the Strait of Hormuz
Conflict, which is framed as an inevitable
consequence of US/Israeli imperialism. The
tone is heavily emotional, utilizing graphic
footage of in Russian-controll

dormitories to contrast with the "cold,
transactional" nature of Western strategy.
Stories about African resistance and Indian
sovereignty are elevated to show a global
turning point against Western hegemony.
Buried Stories include actual details of the
Iranian nuclear program (dismissed as a "non-

issue") and any mention of Ukrainian
territorial gains, which are categorized purely
as "PR strikes." The emotional tone is one of
indignation and "strategic patience."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing arena
where "the West" (inept/corrupt) is being
outmaneuvered by "the Global South" (moral/
resilient).

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Framed as stronger now than ever,

resilient, and holding the "moral high
ground" against genocide.

* United States: Portrayed as an empire in
decay, chaotic, and led by a president
"suffering from dementia."

* Israel: Characterized as an instigator of
regional havoc, pursuing a "Greater Israel"
project at the expense of its own allies.

* India: Framed as a victim of Western
media bias that is successfully maintaining
its "strategic patience."

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "dead man
walking" politically, being blackmailed or
influenced by the Mossad.

* Vladimir Putin: Characterized as a leader
who diversifi
economic system is more stable than the
EU's.

e William Ruto: Characterized as

"forgetting his own people" to serve a US

agenda.

ionshi and whose
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NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* IRGC: Framed as a precise and effective

military force capable of global economic
disruption.

* Niantic Labs: Accused of sharing Pokémon
Go data with the Pentagon to facilitate

illegal drone strikes.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The metadata of the day suggests a
sophisticated "narrative seeding" operation
where the US is accused of fabricating
diplomatic breakthroughs to calm market
anxieties. The IRGC’s statements are
presented as the "ground truth" to highlight
the liabili ¢ Whi H
communications. Psychological operations are
also noted in the "Pokémon Go" story,
intended to create ranoi regardin
Western tech usage near military sites.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Global Economic Recalibration: If the
Strait of Hormuz remains closed, Europe
will likely succumb to an oil shortage that
permanently deindustrializes Germany and
shifts power toward the "Eurasian bloc."

* US Domestic Collapse: High inflation and
failing wars may lead to Trump's
. ] . | 1 shif
toward isolationist or socialist candidates.

* African Bloc Sovereignty: The rebellion
against US "health aid" will likely lead to
the creation of an in ndent Afri
currency (the gold-based Dinar) to replace
the US dollar.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
tit-for-tat missile strikes in the Persian Gulf
and potentially the first "kinetic" encounters
between Turkish and Israeli forces in Syria.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A drastic spike
in global food and fuel prices as current

backlogs in shipping fail to clear even if a
ceasefire is reached.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The complete

removal of Europe from the center of the
world economy as it loses its cheap energy

supply from Russia and Iran permanently.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Full-scale regional war in the Middle
East. Triggers: US invasion of Karg Island
or further strikes on Iranian civilian
infrastructure. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic global energy collapse.
Mitigations: Immediate lifting of US
sanctions and recognition of Iranian

sovereignty (as demanded by Tehran).

* Risk: Collapse of the Kenyan Government.
Triggers: Construction of the US ebola
facility continuing against public will.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Destabilization of East Africa. Mitigations:

Cancellation of the $1.6 billion health deal.

* Risk: US Dollar Debasement. Triggers:
Inflation exceeding 5% and interest on debt
becoming unserviceable. Likelihood: High.
Impact: End of the dollar as global reserve
currency. Mitigations: Transition to gold-

ked regional currencies.
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* Risk: Armenian Geopolitical Collapse.
Triggers: Opening of the "Trump Corridor"
and subsequent Iranian/Russian invasion.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Erasure of the
Armenian state. Mitigations: Armenia
returning to a neutral stance and alliance
with Iran/Russia.

* Risk: Miscalculation in the High Seas.
Triggers: Further US attacks on "ghost
fleets" or tankers. Likelihood: Very High.
Impact: Rupture of the US-India
relationship.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

» The transcripts fail to provide independent
verification of the cause of the US Apache
crash (drone vs. pilot error).

* There is a complete absence of Iranian

military casualty data, which is necessary

to gauge the effectiveness of US strikes.

* The "clandestine operation" to smuggle oil

out of the Gulf mentioned by Trump is

n nti hi wn
heads.

remen

e There is no discussion of the impact of
Chinese/Russian "soft power" in the regions
where US "medical colonialism" is being
rejected.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Escalation" Hypothesis:
The US strikes and Iranian responses are a
"bit of Kabuki theater" intended to test
boundaries and provide both sides with
"victory" narratives for domestic consumption
without intending to lead to full-scale war.

The "Forced Sovereignty" Hypothesis: The
US withdrawal of traditional aid in favor of

"transactional compacts" is a deliberate
strategy to force Africa to de-couple from
Western dependencies, thereby shifting the
"burden" of support to China and Russia.

Black Swan Event: The sudden assassination

f a high-ranking Russi lof ficial in
Moscow by a Ukrainian SBU operative, as
confessed by a recently detained suspect,
could trigger a "no-limits" Russian response
against Western capitals.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately re-evaluate piracy
as a strategy, as it is unsustainable for a
world superpower and alienates allies like
India.

* Economic: Prepare for the collapse of the
"vchoft vunda" (German economic miracle)
and its impact on the Eurozone.

* Diplomatic: Recognize that Tehran is

currently more trusted by regional players
than Washington.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Pivot away from Irish/EU
industrial plants that are currently seeing

Russian divestment and energy shortages.

* Capital Allocation: Hedge against the

skyrocketing treasury yields and potential
dollar debasement by seeking gold-backed
alternatives.

» Safety Standards: Audit mobile game and

consumer data usage to ensure it is not
being exploited for military target
acquisition.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

is on domestic
strategic health
increasingly being

Current legislative focus
integrity measures and
agreements, which are
challenged as coercive.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* State of America Act: Trump is urging
Republicans to add this to the Third
Reconciliation Bill to mandate proof of
citizenship and national
identification.

voter

 Zambia-US Health Compact: A proposed

agreement tying medical aid to rare earth
metal extraction.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* White House Briefing on Iran: Trump

claims a regime change is underway as he

has "knocked out the first team of
leadership."

* Ministry of External Affairs (India):
Summoned the hargé d’Affaires over
the killing of sailors in the Gulf of Oman.

KEY STORIES

*» Apache Helicopter Downing: A US
Apache was downed in the Strait of
Hormuz, with conflicting reports on

whether a $1000 drone or pilot error was

the cause.

e US Strikes on Iran: US Central Command

launched retaliatory strikes against 20

targets in southern Iran, including radar
and air defense stations.

e Iranian Retaliation: Ballistic missile

strikes hit the Al-Azrak base in Jordan and
targeted the US 5th Fleet in Bahrain.

Indian Sailor Deaths: Three Indian
sailors were Kkilled by US military action
against a commercial tanker in the Gulf of
Oman.

US Inflation Crisis: Inflation in the US hit
4.2%, sparking fears of economic instability
and hurting the Trump legacy.

Ebola Facility Protests:
Demonstrations in Nanyuki against a $1.6
billion US health compact resulted in one
death and widespread rioting.

Kenya

Corridor":
leased
southern territory for 99 vears to the US
for a military/trade corridor.

Armenian "Trump

Accusations that Armenia has

Russian Dormitory Strike: A missile
strike hit a college dormitory in Russian
territory, causing fatalities among teenage
students; attribution given to the Ukrainian
army.

Greater Israel Project: Analysts claim
Netanyahu met with Trump to urge a "few
days war" to dismantle Iran and expand
Israeli borders to the Euphrates.

Pokémon Go Whistleblower: Reports

that Niantic TLabs is feeding player scan
data into a Pentagon database for non-GPS

navigation.

Zoran Mamdani Election: A self-

described "Muslim Socialist" won a major

election in New York City, signaling a shift

in American voting patterns.

FIFA Corruption Probe: Michel Platini is
. leqal . . FIEA

President Johnny Infantino over the 2018

World Cup vote scandal.

Sword of Mulraj: A historical Sikh sword

taken by the British in 1849 was located in
a Royal Artillery institution, sparking a
restitution debate.
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* Assassination Plot in Moscow: The FSB
detained a 36-year-old man who confessed
to targetin Russian defen mpl on
behalf of the Ukrainian SBU.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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