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STRATEGIC STALEMATE AND THE

14-POINT MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING DEFINE A

PRECARIOUS REGIONAL

TRANSITION AS THE UNITED

STATES NAVIGATES INTERNAL

ECONOMIC DECAY AND MILITARY

RETREAT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The regional security environment on June 12,

2026,  is  characterized  by  a  high-stakes

transition  from  open  kinetic  warfare  to  a

fragile  diplomatic  stalemate.  The  dominant

narrative  centers  on  the  proposed  14-point

Islamabad  Memorandum  of

Understanding  (MOU),  a  document

currently  under  review  by  the  Iranian

leadership.  While  U.S.  President  Trump  has

repeatedly  claimed  a  deal  is  imminent  to

resolve the conflict, Iranian officials maintain

that  no  agreement  will  be  signed  until  U.S.

forces  withdraw from  the  periphery  of  Iran

and  all  frozen  assets  are  released.  This

diplomatic  tension  occurs  on  the  one-year

anniversary  of  the "12-day war"  and follows

the conclusion of a "40-day war" that ended in

April,  leaving  a  legacy  of  destroyed  U.S.

infrastructure  and  a  permanent  shift  in

regional power dynamics.

The  economic  consequences  of  the  conflict

are  now  deeply  impacting  the  American

domestic front, providing the primary impetus

for the U.S. administration's search for an exit

strategy. With fuel prices spiking by over 20

percent in  a  single  month  and  critical  food

components  such  as  ground  beef  and

tomatoes  seeing  double-digit  inflation,  the

Trump  administration  faces  a  "K-shaped"

economic  crisis  that  is  eroding  its  political

mandate  ahead  of  midterm  elections.  This

domestic  vulnerability  is  being leveraged by

Iran, which has effectively closed the Strait

of Hormuz to those not paying new "service

fees,"  transforming  a  once-hypothetical

control  into  a  formalized  maritime  transit

regime that extracts reparations for decades

of sanctions.

Concurrently,  the  "Resistance  Front"

continues  to  expand  its  operations  despite

official  ceasefire  claims.  In  Lebanon,  the

resistance  has  rejected  U.S.  and  Israeli

attempts  to  label  it  an  enemy  of  the  state,

while  in  Gaza,  the  humanitarian  situation

remains  catastrophic  due  to  the  systematic

targeting of medical infrastructure. The day's

events  suggest  a  convergence  where  U.S.

military overextension and domestic economic

fragility have forced a pivot toward diplomacy,

even  as  Israel  seeks  to  sabotage  any

rapprochement through continued escalation

and expansionist projects in the West Bank.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Islamabad  Memorandum  of

Understanding (MOU)

A  draft  14-point  agreement is  being

negotiated  in  Islamabad to  end hostilities

between the U.S. and Iran.
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Key  Iranian  red  lines  include  the  full

lifting  of  primary  and  secondary

sanctions and  the  verified  release  of

frozen  funds  via  Qatar  before  any

implementation begins.

The  agreement  would  explicitly  include  a

cessation of hostilities in Lebanon and

an end to the U.S. naval blockade.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Maritime  Transit

Regime

Iran  has  formalized  its  control  over  the

Strait, announcing it will never return to its

pre-war status as international waters.

Vessels  are  now  being  charged  "service

fees"  as  reparations for  economic

damages caused by U.S. sanctions.

The  IRGC and Iranian  Navy  have  divided

responsibility for the Strait and the Sea of

Oman, requiring explicit permission for all

transits.

U.S. Domestic Economic "Burger" Crisis

The  "K-shaped"  economy  is  showing

massive cracks, with tomatoes up 40% and

ground beef up 20%.

U.S.  household  debt  has  reached  $19

trillion, while the national savings rate has

plunged to 2.6%.

Critics argue the war is costing taxpayers

$1  billion  per  day while  benefiting

defense stocks like Palantir.

Israeli Settlement Expansionism

Finance  Minister  Bezalel  Smotrich  has

proposed allocating $350 million to fund 61

illegal outposts.

The  project  aims  to  create  103  new

settlements in the West Bank to effectively

block any future Palestinian state.

This occurs alongside reports that Israel is

systematically targeting medical teams

in  Gaza,  with  130  paramedics  killed

recently.

Cyber-Physical  Retaliation:  Handala

Hacking

The  Handala  Hacking  Group  claimed  to

have  breached  water  infrastructure in

California.

The  group  stated  this  was  a  warning  in

response to U.S. attacks on Iranian civilian

water reservoirs that served 20,000 people.

The  operation  was  described  as  a  non-

disruptive  signal of  symmetric

vulnerability  rather  than  a  destructive

attack.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  U.S.  military  has  reportedly  lost  16

fighter jets and 150 drones over 40 days

of conflict with Iran.

Analysis  suggests  a huge military setback

for  the  U.S.,  which  was  forced  to  flee

several regional bases.

The anniversary of the June 2025 conflict is

being used to highlight Iran's shift toward

asymmetric  and  hybrid  warfare

capabilities.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Iran is preparing to assert jurisdiction over

undersea fiber optic cables in the Persian

Gulf, which carry 99% of regional internet

traffic.

U.S.  strikes  have  recently  targeted  two

water reservoirs and telecommunications

towers on Qeshm Island.
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The  targeting  of  civilian  infrastructure  is

being framed as an attempt to "break the

psychology" of the Iranian people.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

triggered  a  40  percent  surge in  gasoline

prices since the war began.

The  U.S.  Producer  Price  Index  jumped

6.5%  from  May  2025,  indicating  a

sustained inflationary trend.

Iraq,  which  relies  on  oil  for  90%  of  its

budget, is facing a unique crisis as it seeks

to  diversify  its  economy by  2050  to

survive current trade disruptions.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

Iran  has  successfully  developed  SPECT2

cardiatic  imaging  systems,  bypassing

industrial monopolies held by the U.S. and

Japan.

Reports suggest Israel is using Palantir's

AI systems to generate thousands of strike

recommendations  in  Gaza,  described  as

"industrialized killing."

OpenAI is accused of building a monopoly

on human knowledge, with plans to charge

utility-like fees for data access.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of  the "American Century" and

World Order Shifts

There is a growing strategic consensus that

the U.S. is in a terminal stage as a military

empire  due  to  unsustainable  debt  and

military overextension.

Iran is framed as a civilization-state that

has proven a middle power can successfully

challenge  a  superpower  through  national

unity and strategic geography.

The "regionalization" of the war has made

U.S. bases in the UAE, Qatar, and Bahrain

strategic liabilities rather than assets, as

they now lack the capacity to protect their

host nations.

Information  Warfare  and  the  "Madman

Strategy"

President  Trump's  erratic  social  media

behavior is  characterized as psychological

warfare designed  to  manipulate  markets

and create confusion.

Evidence  suggests  the  Trump

administration  plagiarized  its

justification  for  war from  Israeli  think

tank  documents,  specifically  those

produced by the Foundation for Defense of

Democracies (FDD).

Reports of false flag anti-Semitic attacks in

the  UK  are  being  used  as  pretexts  to

proscribe the IRGC,  despite  local  police

findings  of  "criminal  damage"  without

extremist motives.

The  "Siege"  Mentality  and  Resistance

Resilience

Iran’s  "104  nights"  of  continuous

grassroots  flag  rallies signal  a  population

that is "leading the leadership" away from

compromise.

The  Palestinian  and  Lebanese  resistance

movements  are  increasingly  portrayed  as

an expression of popular will that cannot

be abolished by diplomatic decrees or "pilot

zones."
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The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is framed

as an intentional medical genocide,  with

crossings kept  closed to  ensure the "bust

away" of pediatric cases needing treatment.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  States:  Institutional  and  Social

Decay

The  U.S.  is  experiencing  neuro-fiddling

leadership,  with  President  Trump

reportedly  suffering  from  deteriorating

health and plummeting approval ratings.

Public sentiment is turning against the war,

with  70%  of  Americans opposing

continued conflict, according to some polls.

The  "K-shaped"  economic  recovery  has

created  a  wealth  transfer  to  the

connected while leaving the working class

unable to produce $500 for an emergency.

Iran: Unprecedented National Cohesion

The  failed  January  coup  attempt  and

subsequent  40-day  war  have  solidified

domestic support for the Islamic Republic.

The  "104th  night"  of  the  flag-holding

campaign demonstrates a 24/7 volunteer

commitment that  serves  as  a  direct

message  to  the  U.S.  that  the  "inside-out"

destruction strategy has failed.

Iran’s  President  Masud  Pezeshkian  has

emphasized  that  national  unity is  the

country's  greatest  asset  against  external

threats.

Israel: Extremism and Military Stress

Internal  signs  of  stress  within  the  Israeli

military  include  a  crisis  of  PTSD  and

suicide,  and  reports  of  80,000 to  90,000

soldiers refusing to show up for service.

The  political  landscape  is  dominated  by

leaders who accuse Netanyahu of not being

barbaric  enough,  indicating  a  total

rejection of a political exit strategy.

Polls show a large majority of the Jewish

population supports  escalation  against

Iran despite  the damage sustained to  the

country.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Strategic  Re-alignment  with  the  Global

South

Nations  worldwide  are  losing  faith  in  the

U.S. economic model of free trade, turning

instead  toward  China  as  a  more  reliable

partner.

The U.S. is increasingly viewed as out for

revenge against  Iran  for  the  1979

revolution,  leading  to  policies  based  on

"gangsterism"  rather  than  strategic

interest.

Protests  in  the  Philippines  and  criticism

from South Korean peace activists highlight

a  growing  global  rejection  of  U.S.

military presence and its "subordination"

of allied sovereignty.

Fracturing of the U.S.-European Alliance

European allies are described as vacating

their support for the U.S. as they bear the

economic cost of fuel shortages.
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Critics  argue the U.S.  bombed pipelines

providing  Germany  with  Russian  fuel  to

force  compliance  with  sanctions,  a  move

that  has  left  European  industries

"destroyed."

The  EU  is  increasingly  seen  as  a  co-

belligerent that lacks the power or will to

restrain the U.S. or Israel.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic environment is in a state

of  crisis  induced  by  the  maritime  blockade

and infrastructure damage in West Asia. The

United States is facing a potential  recession

comparable to the 2008 financial crisis if the

Strait  of  Hormuz  remains  closed  through

August. Market sentiment is volatile, with oil

prices  fluctuating  wildly  based  on  President

Trump's  tweets,  a  pattern  described  as

market manipulation for the benefit of "inside

traders."

Fuel and Energy: U.S. gasoline prices at

$1.30  per  gallon over  pre-war  levels;

crude  oil  consistently  trading  near  $125

per  barrel consistent  with  global

downturn.

Inflation Data: U.S. Producer Price Index

rose  6.5%  year-on-year;  burger  price

components  show  "burger  inflation"  as  a

key metric of middle-class suffering.

National Debt: U.S. national debt is being

exacerbated  by  a  $1.5  trillion  military

budget request;  household  debt  at  $19

trillion in the fourth quarter alone.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Fees: Iran  potentially

charging  $1  per  barrel for  transit

services,  generating  an  estimated  $7-8

billion annually for the Iranian treasury.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  broadcasts  highlight  a  period  of

leadership  instability  in  the  U.S.  and  Israel,

contrasted with the "steadfast" leadership in

Iran despite the assassination of its previous

leader on February 28, 2026.

Donald  Trump  (U.S.  President):

Characterized  as  unstable  and

manipulated by  Zionist  lobbyists;

reportedly  using  the  World  Cup  and  the

250th  U.S.  anniversary  as  a  "distraction"

from  military  losses  and  deteriorating

health.

JD  Vance  (U.S.  Vice  President):

Positioned as the primary negotiator sent

to Europe to sign the MOU, signaling a shift

in  operational  control  away  from  the

President.

Masud Pezeshkian (Iranian President):

Framing  himself  as  the  defender  of

national unity,  though critics suggest he

may  "soften  his  stance"  more  than  the

street-level supporters desire.

Bezalel  Smotrich  (Israeli  Finance

Minister): Emerging as the architect of a

permanent annexation strategy for  the

West  Bank,  successfully  bypassing  formal

planning to fund illegal outposts.

Nabi  Berri  (Lebanese  Speaker  of

Parliament): Portrayed  as  the  protector

of national unity against U.S. attempts to

place  Lebanon  under  "absolute  American

guardianship."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  story  across  all  segments  is  the

negotiation of the 14-point MOU and the

U.S. administration's perceived desperation to
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exit  the  war.  Press  TV  places  immense

urgency  on  the  104-day  flag  rallies,

positioning them as the ultimate proof of the

failure  of  U.S.  regime-change  tactics.  The

network maintains a highly nationalistic  and

emotional  tone  regarding  the  "martyred

leaders"  and  civilian  casualties  from  U.S.

strikes  on  water  and  power  infrastructure.

Buried  stories  include  the  specifics  of  the

2026  World  Cup  games  (mostly  Mexico

beating  South  Africa),  which  are  used

primarily as a backdrop to criticize U.S. visa

denials for  Global  South  nations.

Conspicuous  omissions  include  any  detailed

reporting  on  the  internal  Iranian  debate

regarding potential concessions in the MOU,

or any mention of Russian or Chinese military

assistance  that  might  be  fueling  Iran's

"unprecedented" resilience.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical subtext of the day’s reporting

frames the global order as a fracturing system

where traditional superpowers are failing and

"civilization-states" are rising.

Iran is  portrayed as strong, competent,

and  principled.  "Iran  has  demonstrated

that it is not merely a country, but nation

and  a  civilization  that  cannot  be  broken"

through threats or conspiracies.

The  United  States is  framed  as  weak,

inept,  and corrupt.  It  is  described  as  a

"low  grade  mafia  standover  man  that

nobody believes" and a "military machine"

that  lies  to  its  own  people  because  they

don't want these wars.

Israel is characterized as a rogue, violent

foe. It is "not just a war dog, it's a rabit war

dog, and it  needs to be put down" for its

crimes in Lebanon and Syria.

Hezbollah is framed as a competent and

popular resistance. It has created a "huge

challenge"  for  Israeli  forces  with  FPV

drones, killing over 1,300 soldiers in recent

engagements.

Pakistan is  portrayed  as  a  complex

mediator that is also a regional aggressor,

carrying  out  "deadly  air  strikes"  in

Afghanistan that killed 11 children.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: Press  TV  is  actively

seeding  the  narrative  that  any  MOU is  a

U.S.  capitulation rather  than  a  mutual

agreement.  The  14  points  are  framed  as

"red lines" that Iran forced upon a defeated

U.S. administration.

Censorship  Allegation: The  U.S.

Secretary  of  Defense  is  reported  to  have

classified  the  Pentagon  press  office,

requiring  top-secret  clearances  for

journalists, which is framed as "fear of the

truth."

Disinformation: FDD  and  SITE

Intelligence  Group  are  accused  of

fabricating  Iranian  links to  European

terror  incidents  to  force  diplomatic

proscriptions of the IRGC.

Meta-Narrative: The overarching story is

that the "rules-based order" is a facade for

U.S. "gangsterism," while Iran’s actions are

the  only  "hope  for  humanity"  against

genocide.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

MOU  Breakdown: There  is  a  high

probability  that  the  Islamabad  MOU  will

fail  if  the  U.S.  Congress  refuses  to  lift

secondary sanctions,  as Iran has stated it

will  not  accept  signatures that  are  not

"worth the paper they're written on."

Israeli  Sabotage: Israel  is  likely  to

conduct  a  "high-profile  strike"  against

Iranian  nuclear  or  leadership  targets  to

provoke an Iranian response and derail

the U.S. exit strategy before the midterms.

Strait of Hormuz Permanent Closure: If

the  U.S.  strikes  Oman  or  restarts  kinetic

operations,  Iran  will  likely  permanently

close the Strait,  leading to a $200+ per

barrel oil price shock that could trigger a

second Great Depression.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  signing

ceremonies in Europe involving Vice President

Vance.  However,  social  unrest  in  Iran  may

escalate  if  the  MOU  is  perceived  as  a

"compromise" on nuclear sovereignty.  In the

U.S.,  gas  shortages  will  likely  lead  to  "fuel

riots"  or  massive  protest  votes  in  upcoming

primaries.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A "K-shaped"

economic  divergence  will  lead  to  major

recession risks in the U.S. while the defense

industry  continues  to  profit  from  AI-driven

warfare.  Iran  will  likely  complete  the

formalization of its "service fee" regime for all

maritime traffic in its regional waters.

Long  Term (1-5  Years): A  structural  shift

toward a multipolar energy market where

China and Russia anchor a new "Silk  Road"

energy  corridor,  leaving  the  U.S.  isolated.

Israel may face a civil war or state collapse

as  its  military  continues  to  suffer  from

massive  depletion  and  internal  desertion

reaching 90,000 members.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  geopolitical  landscape  presents

multiple flashpoints for rapid deterioration.

Global  Energy  Market  Collapse:

Prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Triggers: U.S.  military  "mine-clearing"

provocations  or  strikes  on  Iranian  port

infrastructure. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Global  depression  and  collapse  of  supply

chains.  Mitigations: Successful

implementation of  the MOU and lifting of

the U.S. naval blockade.

Nuclear  Risk  Escalation: Accidental  or

intentional  strike  on  the  Baraka  nuclear

plant  in  the  UAE.  Triggers: Drone

miscalculations  or  Israeli  "false  flag"

provocations  to  drag  the  UAE  into  war. 

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

Radioactive  contamination  of  the  Persian

Gulf  coastlines.  Mitigations: Regional

"hotline" for drone deconfliction.

U.S. Domestic Civil  Unrest: Widespread

riots  due  to  food  and  fuel  inflation.

Triggers: Gas  prices  exceeding  $7/gallon

or  failure  of  the  midterm  elections  to

address  "burger  inflation"  ingredients  up

40%.  Likelihood: High.  Impact: U.S.

internal  destabilization  and  loss  of  global

state  capacity.  Mitigations: Immediate

"stimulus  checks"  and  cessation  of  war

spending.
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Regional War Expansion: Israel invading

South  Lebanon  up  to  the  Litani  River.

Triggers: Israeli  rejection  of  the  MOU's

ceasefire  terms  and  desire  for  "security

zones"  south  of  the  Litani.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Full  involvement  of  Syria

and Iran in a horizontal war. Mitigations:

UN-enforced withdrawal of Israeli forces.

Cyber-Physical  Systemic  Failure:

Destruction  of  critical  water  or  power

grids.  Triggers: Escalation  of  the

"Handala"  style  retaliatory  hacking

targeting  California  infrastructure. 

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Mass

casualties  from  loss  of  utility  services.

Mitigations: Mutual  agreement  to  spare

civilian critical infrastructure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  fail  to  provide  verified

casualty  counts for  Iranian  military

losses,  focusing  exclusively  on  the

"shattering" of the U.S. image.

There  is  no  discussion  of  the  diplomatic

position  of  Russia  or  China regarding

the Islamabad MOU, which is critical for its

international viability.

The claim that  Iran  shot  down two F-35s

remains unverified by independent tracking

services, which is a necessary piece of data

for  assessing  real  U.S.  air  superiority

losses.

The broadcasts  do not  detail  the specific

language  of  the  14  points,  leaving  a

significant gap in evaluating the potential

for  a  "trap"  as  warned  by  some  Iranian

analysts.

Missing context on the impact of Iranian

"service  fees" on  Chinese  and  Russian

shipping,  which  would  logically  also  be

subject to these new maritime regulations.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The MOU as a "Trojan Horse": Instead of

a U.S. retreat, the Islamabad MOU could be

a strategic stall to allow the U.S. to re-arm

its  regional  bases  after  the  40-day  war

losses.  The  "60-day  negotiation  phase"

mentioned in  news reports would provide

the  exact  window  needed  for  military

replenishment.

The "Managed Escalation" Hypothesis:

Trump's  erratic  tweets  and  market

manipulation may be coordinated with oil

lobbies to  maintain  high  prices  and

maximize  corporate  profits,  with  no  real

intention of either peace or total war. The

"K-shaped" economy is the goal, not a side

effect.

Black Swan: The "Epstein File" Trigger:

Some  analysts  suggest  Trump’s  irrational

commitment  to  the  war  despite  its

unpopularity is driven by instruction via the

"Epstein files" or other forms of blackmail

by Netanyahu, implying that a sudden leak

of  these  files  could  collapse  the  U.S.

administration’s  entire  foreign  policy

overnight.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Transition  from  large-scale

regional  bases  to  mobile,  distributed

maritime  assets  to  mitigate  the

vulnerability of fixed points to Iranian long-

range missiles.
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Economic: Prioritize  a  "fuel-for-peace"

deal within the MOU to immediately reduce

U.S.  domestic  inflation  and prevent  social

order  collapse  driven  by  vegetable  and

meat prices.

Diplomatic: Adopt the "Yemeni solution"—

a  clean  military  exit  without  an  initial

comprehensive  deal—as  the  only  way  to

quickly  stabilize  energy  markets  without

getting  bogged  down  in  14-point  "choke

points."

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Reroute  all  maritime

commerce away from the Strait of Hormuz

for the next 60 days, as the Iranian "service

fee"  regime  will  likely  lead  to  vessel

backups and seizures.

Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for new

Iranian  jurisdiction  over  undersea

communication  cables,  requiring  new

compliance  frameworks  for  tech

conglomerates operating in Gulf waters.

Capital  Allocation: Hedge  against  "K-

shaped"  volatility  by  moving  assets  from

traditional  manufacturing  into  AI-driven

defense  and  localized  medical  technology

modeled on Iran’s SPECT2 success.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  June  12,  2026,  was

dominated by funding for settlements and the

contest  between  executive  war  powers  and

congressional  refusal  to  extend  conflict

mandates.  The  Iranian  National  Security

Council has reportedly held sessions to review

the 14-point Islamabad MOU, while the U.S.

House  of  Representatives  recently  voted

against the extension of Donald Trump's war

against Iran after the 60-day operations limit

ended.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

The  61-Outpost  Settlement  Fund:

Proposed  by  Bezalel  Smotrich  to  allocate

$350  million for  immediate  West  Bank

settlement  construction  without  prior

formal planning approval.

The  14-Point  Islamabad  MOU: A  draft

diplomatic  framework  seeking  to  codify  a

permanent ceasefire, the lifting of all U.S.

sanctions,  and  the  return  of  Iranian

regional maritime control.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Iranian  Foreign  Ministry  Press

Briefing: Spokesman  Baghai  rejected

Trump’s claims of a finalized deal, stating

that  "no  deal  is  signed"  until  all  Iranian

rights are respected.

U.S.  White  House  Social  Media

Statements: President Trump used Truth

Social to alternate between threatening to

annihilate  Iranian  civilization and

claiming he is "on the brink" of the greatest

peace deal in history.

KEY STORIES

Islamabad MOU Negotiations: Iran and

the  U.S.  are  debating  a  14-point  draft

agreement mediated in Islamabad, though

Iran  demands  the  full  lifting  of  sanctions

before any formal signature (20260612-32).

Strait of Hormuz Fee Regime: Iran has

ended the era of "free transit" in the Strait

of Hormuz, implementing service fees and

reparations  for  all  commercial  vessels

(20260612-9).
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U.S.  Economic  "K-Shaped"  Crisis:

Analysis of U.S. inflation shows ingredients

for a burger are up as much as 40%, while

household  debt  hits  $19  trillion 

(20260612-28).

Israeli  Expansion  in  the  West  Bank:

Finance Minister Smotrich proposes $350

million to  build  61  illegal  outposts  to

prevent the creation of a Palestinian state

(20260612-8).

Handala California Hacking: An Iranian-

aligned group breached California water

infrastructure as  a  warning against  U.S.

strikes  on  Iranian  civilian  water  supplies

(20260612-32).

Gaza Medical Catastrophe: Reports from

central Gaza detail the systematic targeting

of  paramedics  and  the  plight  of  2,200

patients waiting  for  medical  evacuation

(20260612-8).

Pakistan Border Strikes: Pakistan carried

out  air  strikes  in  Afghanistan  targeting

hideouts,  but  reportedly  killed  11

children and  elderly  civilians

(20260612-2).

104 Nights of Iranian Rallies: Crowds in

Tehran  and  major  Iranian  cities  have

completed  104  consecutive  nights of

holding the national  flag to  show support

for the government (20260612-32).

2026 World Cup Visa Denial: Supporter

groups from the Ivory Coast, Morocco, and

Scotland  are  protesting  the  U.S.

revocation  of  visas for  the  tournament

(20260612-42).

Lebanon Resistance Refusal to Disarm:

Lebanese  MP  Kasim  Hashim  asserts  that

the  resistance  is  a  "fundamental

component" of society and will not accept

U.S.-Israeli "pilot zones" (20260612-31).

Undersea Cable Jurisdiction: Iran plans

to assert jurisdiction over strategic fiber

optic cables that stitch together the digital

economies  of  the  Persian  Gulf

(20260612-28).

Iranian  SPECT2  Medical  Success:

Iranian  knowledge-based  companies  have

deployed domestically produced nuclear

medicine  machines in  major  hospitals,

saving $100,000 per unit (20260612-32).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts
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that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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