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THE 2026 FIFA WORLD CUP
INAUGURATION SERVES AS A HIGH-
VISIBILITY PLATFORM FOR
NATIONALISTIC FERVOR,
CONTRASTING SHARP MILITARY
SUCCESSES AGAINST IRAN AND
VENEZUELAN GANGS WITH
POLARIZED DOMESTIC
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT AND
LETHAL EXTREME WEATHER.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of June 13, 2026, reveal a
nation and a world deeply bifurcated between
grand-scale spectacle and gritty, high-stakes
security operations. The dominant narrative is
the successful inauguration of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup in Los Angeles, where a 4-1
victory for the United States over
Paraguay provided the administration with a
potent symbol of national dominance and
cultural soft power. This event was leveraged
by the leadership to project a sense of unity
and "home-field" superiority, underscored by
the presence of high-ranking officials like
Secretary of State Marco Rubio and
international icons like David Beckham.
However, this veneer of celebration was

frequently interrupted by reports of escalating
military and domestic friction.

Strategically, the day was defined by the
administration’s claim of a major counter-
terrorism victory: the death of Héctor "Niino"
Guerrero, leader of the Tren de Aragua gang.
The  reported rdination  with h
Venezuelan
significant, if transactional, shift in regional
diplomacy aimed at curbing transnational
crime that has become a domestic political
liability. Simultaneously, the U.S. military
reported engaging and neutralizing
multiple Iranian drone attacks in the Strait
of Hormuz, framing the international
environment as a "hostile threat matrix"
where U.S. technology and vigilance remain
the only barriers to maritime chaos.

government suggests a

Domestically, the "bread and circuses" of the
World Cup could not fully mask institutional
and social decay. A controversial arrest by
federal agents at a Baltimore elementary
school during a graduation
highlighted the aggressive and optics-blind
nature of current immigration enforcement,
sparking local outrage. Furthermore, extreme
weather—ranging from lethal tornadoes in
the Midwest to a severe heatwave in
California—exposed the ongoing
vulnerabilities of critical infrastructure and
the limitations of state capacity to protect
citizens during simultaneous environmental
crises. The day paints a picture of a
superpower projecting immense strength
abroad and through cultural institutions while
struggling with internal polarization and
climate-driven instability.

ceremony
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* U.S. Inaugurates 2026 World Cup with
Dominant Win: The U.S. national team
defeated Paraguay 4-1 at SoFi Stadium in
Los Angeles, an event marked by high-
production value performances by Katy
Perry and attendance by global elites.

Elimination of "Nino Guerrero":
President Trump announced the death of
the Tren de Aragua leader in a strike
reportedly coordinated with Venezuelan
authorities, labeling the group a
"bloodthirsty terrorist organization."

* Maritime Conflict in the Strait of
Hormuz: The U.S. military claimed to have
downed all Iranian drones launched at
commercial vessels, maintaining the flow of
traffic in the critical energy corridor
despite the "multiple attacks."

* Controversial ICE/DHS Arrest in
Baltimore: The arrest of a Hispanic couple
at a kindergarten graduation triggered
intense community fear and criticism of
federal enforcement tactics near "safe
zones" like schools.

* SpaceX Market Surge: Shares of SpaceX
surged up to 30% upon listing, reportedly
making Elon Musk the world's first
trillionaire with a net worth 169 times that
of the President.

* Severe Weather Outbreak: Over a dozen
tornadoes struck the Midwest, and a lethal
heatwave in the SF Bay Area put outdoor
workers and the elderly at significant risk.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The U.S.
is engaged in active kinetic defense of trade
routes. The interception of Iranian drone
swarms in the Strait of Hormuz indicates a

persistent state of low-intensity naval warfare
aimed at protecting energy supply chains.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: A surprising pivot
in U.S.-Venezuela relations is evident. The
laim rdination between Trump and the
Venezuelan government to eliminate gang
leadership suggests a pragmatic "enemy of
my enemy" approach to regional security that
deviates from previous isolationist policies
toward Caracas.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Domestic
stability is threatened by aggressive
immigration enforcement. The Baltimore
incident, where agents dragged a suspect
while his vehicle was in motion near children,
illustrates a  prioritize-capture-over-safety
doctrine that is eroding public trust in
immigrant-heavy communities.

Climate & Extreme Weather: Governance is
being tested by concurrent disasters. The

Midwest tornado outbreak (500 storm
reports) and the California heatwave
(temperatures above 95 degrees) are

stretching emergency response and public
health resources thin, particularly for the
vulnerable "1/3 of the labor force" in
California agriculture that is predominantly
female and working outdoors.

Critical Infrastructure Security: The Strait
of Hormuz remains the world's most volatile
maritime choke point. The U.S. military's
role as the primary guarantor of
uninterrupted traffic there is a critical pillar of
global energy security, though it invites
continuous asymmetric threats from Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Spectacle: The
World Cup is not merely a sporting event but
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a geopolitical tool. The focus on Katy Perry's
performance and the attendance of figures
like Marco Rubio and Tom Cruise frames
the U.S. as a stable, culturally dominant
hegemon. This spectacle is used to counter-
balance negative domestic narratives, such as
the lethal shootout in Midland, Texas,
involving Victor Mata Villarreal, or the
discovery of decomposing bodies at UC
Berkeley. The "win" on the field is translated
into a "win" for the administration's image of
competence.

Technocratic Oligarchy and Economic
Disparity: The rise of Elon Musk to
trillionaire status via the SpaceX IPO signals a
shift toward private entities wielding state-
level wealth. The broadcast notes his fortune
could reach the height of the Statue of Liberty
if stacked in $1 million bundles. This extreme
concentration of wealth is presented
alongside reports of struggling female
farmers in Gilroy, who are fighting for
"independence" and organic sustainability
against corporate encroachment, highlighting
a massive internal economic divide.

The New Regional Realism: The "Nifio
Guerrero" operation marks a trend toward
transnational counter-gang operations
that look more like counter-terrorism than
traditional law enforcement. By labeling the
Tren de Aragua a "terrorist organization," the
administration justifies the use of lethal drone
strikes or special operations, even in
coordinated efforts with formerly pariah
states like Venezuela.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The U.S. domestic environment is
characterized by sharp contradictions. While

the World Cup celebration shows a high

degree  of patriotism and
enthusiasm, the social fabric is frayed by
enforcement tactics that many communities
view as predatory. The Baltimore arrest of
Jesus Acevedo Sanchez, which occurred
during a kindergarten graduation, has left
parents "horrified" and "very, very sad,"
signaling a loss of government mandate in
migrant communities. This is compounded by
institutional decay evidenced by the second
body found in the bushes at UC Berkeley
within a month, suggesting a decline in
campus and urban security oversight.

consumer

Partisan polarization is likely exacerbated by
the administration's aggressive tone. The
President's focus on "terrorist" gangs and
"bloodthirsty" organizations is a narrative
strategy designed to maintain a hardline base,
even as the private sector (e.g., SpaceX)
reaches unprecedented heights of wealth,
potentially alienating those left behind by the
"SpaceX boom." The shootout in Midland,
where Villarreal fired indiscriminately at
police and bystanders, further illustrates a
volatile domestic environment where gun
violence continues to disrupt the narrative of
state-provided order.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portrayed as a
bipolar arena where the U.S. must constantly
defend its interests against rogue actors while
engaging in cold-blooded pragmatism with
regional rivals. The Strait of Hormuz is the
primary theater for confronting Iran, with the
U.S. military acting as the "global policeman"
for commercial trade. This defensive posture
is reactive but technologically superior, as
evidenced by the perfect interception rate of
Iranian drones.
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The administration is actively influencing the
environment by redefining alliances. The
cooperation with Venezuela to kill Niflo
Guerrero shows a U.S. posture that is less
concerned with ideological purity (promoting
democracy) and more focused on tactical
security outcomes. Meanwhile, the U.S.
Hispanic audience is targeted with a narrative
that blends Mexican pride with U.S.
residency, as fans at the World Cup state
their hearts are with Mexico but they are
"h for th ni " win. This
suggests a strategic attempt to integrate the
massive Hispanic demographic into a unified
"Team USA" national identity.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by the
historic SpaceX IPO, which has disrupted
traditional wealth hierarchies and signaled a
new era of private-sector dominance in
aerospace and global telecommunications.
However, this macro-success contrasts with
significant micro-economic pressures from
climate events and high-stakes infrastructure
requirements for the World Cup.

* SpaceX Stock Performance: Shares
surged up to 30% in early trading; Elon
Musk's net worth is now cited in "13 digits"
(trillionaire status).

* Commodities and Energy: The flow of oil
through the Strait of Hormuz continues
despite Iranian attacks, though security
costs for commercial vessels are likely
rising.

* Agricultural Production: In California,
the Coalition of Small Farmers is seeing a
shift toward independent
ownership, though production is threatened
by extreme heat and lack of "refrigeration"
for organic products.

female

* Infrastructure Investment: The SoFi
Stadium (renamed Estadio de Los Angeles
for the tournament) and Santa Clara
facilities are seeing massive capital inflows
and traffic, though security costs are
described as 'visible behind the scenes"
and likely substantial.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts confirm a consolidated
hardline administration, with key figures
projecting power through both military and
cultural channels. Personnel shifts reflect a
focus on "loyalist" enforcement and high-
profile diplomacy.

* Donald Trump (President): Positioned as
a decisive commander-in-chief, taking
credit for international gang strikes and
presiding over a period of record-breaking
private wealth accumulation.

* Marco Rubio (Secretary of State):

Actively visible at the World Cup

inauguration, serving as the face of the
administration's "soft power" and

diplomatic efforts.

* EFlon Musk (Trillionaire/SpaceX CEQO):
Now an economic superpower in his own
right, whose wealth and corporate success
are tied directly to the administration’s
narrative of American technological

supremacy.

e Mauricio Pochettino (USMNT Coach): A
winner in the current environment; his
ision 11
vindicated by the 4-1 win, silencing critics
and solidifying his leadership of the
national team.

i Reyna was
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial posture is one of
nationalistic celebration tempered by
communal trauma. The "Lead Story" is
undeniably the World Cup victory, which
receives the most airtime and an
overwhelmingly positive, high-energy tone.
This is used as the primary frame for the day's
broadcast. The second-tier stories are the
"security wins"—the death of Niflo Guerrero
and the interception of Iranian drones—which
are presented as proof of the U.S.’s protective
shield.

Buried Stories include the deeper
implications of the UC Berkeley body
discoveries, which are treated as local
macabre news rather than a symptom of
systemic urban insecurity. The Baltimore
arrest, while emotionally charged, is framed
as a "controversial" incident rather than a
critique of the administration's broader
immigration policy. Conspicuous Omissions
include any mention of the diplomatic cost of
the Hormuz drones or the environmental
impact of the SpaceX launch infrastructure, as
well as any critical analysis of the U.S.-
Venezuela beyond the
President’s social media claims.

"cooperation"

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage reinforces
the image of the U.S. as a dominant but
besieged power that succeeds through
technological tactical
pragmatism.

superiority  and

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States: Framed as strong and
culturally dominant. The 4-1 win and the
SpaceX IPO are evidence of success. "Team
USA is very happy... Paraguay is very sad."
US dominates 4-1.

* Iran: Portrayed as hostile but inept.
Their drones are described as multiple and
aggressive but were all shot down without
interrupting traffic.

* Venezuela: Framed as a necessary but
dubious partner. The coordination to kill
Guerrero is a pivot toward "principled"
pragmatism. "President Trump called them
his friends" in the context of the strike.

rdin with Venezuela.

* Paraguay: Portrayed as weak and
demoralized. Their defense "practically
evaporated" (hizo agua) and the result was
a "terrible result" for them. Paraguay very
sad.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Tren de Aragua: Characterized as purely
evil and bloodthirsty. They are a
"terrorist organization" that "no longer has

a place to hide." Terrorist organizations.

* SpaceX: Framed as a symbol of
American exceptionalism and an
economic juggernaut. Its wealth is
described in awe-inspiring, monolithic
terms. Trillionaire status.

* FIFA: Portrayed as a facilitator of global
harmony under U.S. leadership, with
Gianni Infantino present to bless the
American-led tournament. Gianni Infantino

present.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The meta-narrative of the day is "America is
Back and Winning." The administration is
successfully narrative-seeding the idea that
the U.S. can simultaneously manage global
sports, global energy, and global crime. The
death of Nino Guerrero is a prime example of
"strategic leaking" and social media
weaponization by the President to dominate
the news cycle. There is a clear delta
between the "spin" of the Baltimore arrest
(DHS claiming they don't target schools but
"won't tolerate" criminals hiding there) and
the ground truth of parents "terrorized" by
the agents' actions.

Propaganda techniques are evident in the
World Cup coverage, which minimizes the
"empty chairs" mentioned early in the
broadcast in favor of a narrative of a
"stunning gala" that was full and vibrant. The
framing of Iran's drone attacks as
completely ineffective serves to reassure
global markets and project military
invincibility, though the lack of independent
verification of the "all downed" claim suggests
a managed information environment.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* World Cup as Social Cohesion Tool: The
administration will increasingly use the
tournament to distract from controversial
domestic policies. If the U.S. team
continues to win, it will serve as a shield
against criticism of ICE enforcement
tactics.

* Normalization with Caracas: The "Nifo
Guerrero" strike may be the first step
toward a broader diplomatic opening
with Venezuela, driven by the mutual
need to control migration and transnational
crime, which could eventually lead to
energy sector cooperation.

* Escalation in Hormuz: Iran's failure to
strike commercial vessels with drones may
lead them to transition to more
sophisticated or deniable asymmetric
tactics, such as cyber-attacks on maritime
logistics or underwater sabotage,
increasing the risk to global supply chains.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
anti-immigration protests fueled by the
viral footage of the Baltimore school arrest.
Simultaneously, the U.S. will likely increase its
naval presence in the Strait of Hormuz to
deter Iranian retaliation for the downed
drones.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The SpaceX
"wealth effect" could lead to a bifurcated
stock market, with capital fleeing traditional
sectors for high-risk, high-reward aerospace
tech. The lethal heatwave and tornado
damage will likely force a congressional
debate on emergency grid resilience and
federal insurance subsidies for disaster-prone
areas.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The successful
"coordination" with Venezuela could provide a
blueprint for transactional security
alliances across the Global South, where the
U.S. trades technological strikes for local
intelligence, fundamentally changing the
nature of international crime fighting and
regime interaction.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The current environment is high-risk due to
the convergence of environmental, military,
and domestic tensions.

Iranian Retaliatory Strike: Iran may
escalate beyond drones after the U.S.
intercepted its swarms. Triggers: U.S.
seizure of Iranian assets or further naval
interceptions. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe disruption to oil prices.
Mitigations: Enhanced diplomatic back-
channels and multi-national naval patrols.

Domestic Civil Unrest: Aggressive ICE
tactics could spark riots in major cities.
Triggers: Another high-profile arrest at a
"safe zone" like a school or hospital.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: National
Guard deployment and World Cup security
disruptions. Mitigations: Revised DHS
guidelines for "sensitive locations."

Critical Infrastructure Failure (Heat/
Storms): The California grid could collapse
under -degr heat. Triggers:
Simultaneous failure of major transmission
lines during peak demand. Likelihood:
Moderate-High. Impact: Lethal heat
exposure for thousands. Mitigations:
Mandatory rolling blackouts and
decentralized solar subsidies.

SpaceX Market Bubble Burst: A failure
of a major SpaceX mission could wipe out
trillions in paper wealth. Triggers: A
catastrophic launch failure or regulatory
probe. Likelihood: Low. Impact: Systemic
financial market shock. Mitigations:
Diversified private-sector aerospace
competition.

* Transnational Gang Retaliation: The
Tren de Aragua may target U.S. soft targets
following the death of their leader.
Triggers: Publicly televised gang trials or
further targeted strikes. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Localized terrorism in
major U.S. cities. Mitigations: Increased
surveillance and community policing in
migrant hubs.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The current reporting leaves several critical
questions unanswered, creating blind spots
for strategic planning.

* Venezuela Cooperation Details: The
broadcasts do not explain what Venezuela
received in exchange for the Nifo
Guerrero strike. Sanction relief or
diplomatic recognition are likely, but
unstated.

e Iranian Drone Efficacy: While the U.S.
claims to have downed all drones, there is
no reporting on near-misses or the cost
of the defensive ordnance compared to the
low-cost Iranian drones.

* UC Berkeley Security: The reason for two
bodies in two months on a prestigious
campus is not explored. Is this a new
dumping ground for gangs, or a symptom
of a localized mental health/homelessness
crisis?

* World Cup Security Costs: The financial
burden on local municipalities for the
"visible and invisible" security at SoFi and
Santa Clara is not detailed, potentially
hiding a significant local tax liability.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260613_033000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Scenario 1: The "Nino Guerrero" Strike is
a Fabrication. The reported death and
coordination with Venezuela could be a
psychological operation designed to

demoralize gang members and boost Trump's
security credentials. If Guerrero resurfaces, it
would be a catastrophic blow to the
administration’s credibility and U.S.-Venezuela
relations.

Scenario 2: The World Cup is a Security
Failure in Progress. The mention of "some
empty chairs" and the rapid exodus of fans
to "avoi raffic" could be cover for a
legitimate security threat that prompted early
departures. A "Black Swan" event would be a
mass-casualty attack during a match that the
"stunning gala" narrative is currently
masking.

Scenario 3: The SpaceX IPO is a State-
Sanctioned Wealth Transfer. Rather than a
market success, the 30% surge could be the
result of government pension funds being
pressured to buy, creating a trillionaire out of
a key political ally to ensure loyalty during the
next election cycle.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Formalize the "Venezuela
Channel" to include intelligence sharing on
human trafficking routes to capitalize on
the Nifio Guerrero momentum.

* Economic: Invest in "Cooling
Infrastructure" for the SF Bay Area to
prevent workforce attrition in the critical
1/3 of the labor force that works outdoors.

* Diplomatic: Leverage the World Cup soft
power to host a regional summit in Los
Angeles, inviting Latin American leaders to
discuss "Spectacle-Driven Diplomacy."

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Increase inventory of non-
Hormuz-dependent energy
hedge against the inevitable shift in Iranian
tactics toward more effective sabotage.

sources to

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for new
"Sensitive Location" mandates for federal
agents, which may require private
businesses to enhance their own on-site
legal and security presence.

» Safety Standards: Agricultural firms in
Gilroy and Salinas must implement "Heat-
Break" technology and portable
refrigeration to survive the shift toward

extreme temperature baselines.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was characterized by administrative
action rather than legislative debate, though
the fallout from the Baltimore arrest suggests
a looming congressional inquiry into DHS
tactics. The President’s use of social media to
announce the Nifo Guerrero strike effectively
bypassed traditional briefing protocols.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: No
specific bills were detailed, though the
broadcast implies ongoing security
funding for the World Cup and the SpaceX
IPO regulation will be key upcoming topics.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: President

Trump’s social media video
announcement of the counter-gang strike
served as the primary "press event" of the
day, signaling a strategy of direct-to-public

communication.
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KEY STORIES

* USMNT 4-1 Paraguay Victory: The U.S.
opens the World Cup with a dominant
performance at the SoFi Stadium (Estadio
de Los Angeles). Goals by Balogun, Reyna,
and an own goal by Bobadilla. 4-1 final
score.

* Death of Niino Guerrero: President
Trump announces the successful
elimination of the Tren de Aragua leader in
a coordinated U.S.-Venezuela operation.

e Iran Drone Interception: U.S. forces
shoot down all drones launched at
commercial vessels in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Controversial Baltimore Arrest: DHS/
ICE arrest Jesus Acevedo Sanchez and his
wife at John Rodgers Elementary during a

graduation ceremony, leading to

community trauma.

* SpaceX Trillionaire Milestone: Elon
Musk becomes the world's first trillionaire
as SpaceX shares surge 30% upon listing.

* Midwest Tornadoes: Over 500 storm
reports in Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin.

Significant structural damage in Streetors,
IL.
Midland Shootout: Victor Mata Villarreal,

45, is killed after a shootout with police
that left nine people wounded in Texas.

California Heatwave: Severe heat in the
SF Bay Area, with temperatures peaking at

96 degrees, threatening agricultural

workers.

Berkeley Body Discovery: A man's body
is found in the bushes at UC Berkeley, the
second such discovery in a month.

* World Cup Opening Ceremony: Katy
Perry debuts the song "Wonder" alongside
r and rapper

Future.

* Canada vs Bosnia-Herzegovina: The
match in Toronto ends in a 1-1 draw,
featuring performances by Michael Bublé
and Alanis Morissette.

* Upcoming Matches: Qatar vs Switzerland
at Santa Clara; Brazil vs Morocco in New
Jersey.

* Lost Panini Album Story: A mother in
Mexico uses Facebook and security footage
to recover her son's nearly complete World
Cup sticker album.

Movement: Maria
Morales lead a

Farmer
and Maria

* Female
Catalan
movement of independent female farmers
in Gilroy, CA.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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