TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

RT

JUNE 13, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

——— |ILLUSTRATED EXPLAINER POSTER ————

FRAGMENTING GLOBAL ORDER:

US-IRAN RAPPROCHEMENT AMIDST ESCALATING REGIONAL WARFARE
AND PERSISTENT BIOLOGICAL WARFARE ALLEGATIONS

\ JUNE 13, 2026 STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT & NARRATIVE WARFARE /

THE ISLAMABAD
MEMORANDUM
FPENDIG)

ISRAEL
EGYYPT

REGIONAL WARFARE
ESCALATION

Israel conducts 3,500+ strikes,
operations in southern Lebanon
& West Bank. Reports of
sabotage against US-Iran deal.

Potential cessation of hostilities, frozen asset
release, Hormuz Strait reopening. Faces intense
Israeli opposition & nuclear issue bifurcation.

COORDINATED NARRATIVE:
Russian MoD claims 120+
US-funded biolabs globally.
Allegations of "gain of
function" research
targeting specific ethnic
genotypes.

Used to challenge Biden administration credibility
& frame NATO's posture as biosecurity violation.
Claims of path Russian geneti

and biolab relocation to Africa.

« US portrayed as in social & institutional decline
« “Gender ideolofgy in schools, loss of
sovereignty to foreign lobbies FHAL
« Rising fuel prices ($4.67/gal),
economic pressures
« Broadcasts depict US as unable
to recognize deteriorating
strategic position.
« Civil unrest in UK/Ireland.

RUSSIAN SANCTUARY" &

TECHNOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY

« Russia framed as stable, traditional,
technologically advanced

« Promoting vision of technological
sovereignty (e.g., Starlink equivalent)

« Alternative to fracturing Western-led
order

Reports of Western expats fleeing to Russia.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RISKS & ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

TRENDS & THEMES

« Fragmentation of US Foreign Policy
Mandate

« Russia as “Eighth Wonder" & Cultural
Sanctuary

« Weaponization of Biosecurity
Narratives

« Multipolar Shift & Strategic Symmetry

« Regional Coalitions Against Israeli
Expansion.

RISK ASSESSMENT

« Regional Nuclear Meltdown
(High Impact)

« Hormuz Blockade (Global
Depression Risk)

« Biological Weapon Deployment
(Low Likelihood, High Impact)

« US Domestic Insurgency

« Israeli Political Collapse

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT & FUTURE OUTLOOK

« High volatility, threat of depression
« US-Iran energy deal aims to stabilize markets

« Ukraine economic crisis (tax base reduction,
IMF loan conditionalities)

« Short Term: Hormuz volatility
* Medium Term: Potential energy market shift
or new migrant crisis

« Long Term: Russia's technological push shifts
Eurasian balance

FUTURE TRAJECTORY: UNCERTAIN MULTIPOLARITY
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FRAGMENTING GLOBAL ORDER: US-
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AMIDST ESCALATING REGIONAL
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BIOLOGICAL WARFARE
ALLEGATIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 13, 2026, marks a potential inflection
point in Middle Eastern geopolitics as reports
emerge of a "nearly finalized" agreement
between the United States and the Islamic
Republic of Iran, dubbed the Islamabad
Memorandum. This deal, framed as a
strategic victory for Tehran, purportedly
involves a cessation of hostilities across all
fronts, the release of frozen Iranian assets,
and the eventual reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz. However, the agreement faces
significant ~ hurdles, including  intense
opposition from Israel and a bifurcation of the
nuclear issue into a separate, secondary
phase of negotiations. The diplomatic
movement occurs against a backdrop of
severe military escalation, with Israel
reportedly conducting over 3,500 strikes since
a nominal ceasefire and ongoing operations in
southern Lebanon and the West Bank.

Concurrently, a coordinated narrative
regarding US-funded biological laboratories
continues to expand. High-level claims from
the Russian Ministry of Defense and former
US intelligence officials suggest the existence
of over 120 biolabs globally, with specific
allegations of "gain of function" research
targeting specific ethnic genotypes. These
reports are being leveraged to challenge the
Biden administration's credibility and to frame
NATO’s posture in Ukraine as not only a
strategic
international biosecurity norms. Domestically,
the broadcast portrays the United States as a
nation in social and institutional decline,
characterized by "gender ideology" in schools
and a loss of sovereignty to foreign interest
lobbies.

failure but a violation of

The overarching trend for the day is one of
strategic realignment and
warfare. While the US attempts to de-
escalate with Iran to stabilize global energy
markets and address domestic economic
pressures—such as rising fuel prices—the
broadcast suggests these efforts are being
undermined by "dark forces" in Washington
and the Israeli leadership. Meanwhile, Russia
is increasingly framed as a sanctuary for
those fleeing Western "liberal
authoritarianism," promoting a vision of
technological sovereignty and traditional
values as the viable alternative to a fracturing
Western-led order.

narrative

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Islamabad Memorandum and US-Iran
Diplomacy

» Tehran reports a potential deal based on
equality with the US, marking the first
explicit recognition of Iranian sovereignty
in nearly half a century.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260613_120000_News
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e The memorandum includes a two-step
process: an initial memorandum of
understanding followed by 60 days of

complex negotiations regarding nuclear
enrichment.

* Commitments involve the release of frozen
international assets and sanctions relief on
Iranian o0il and gas in exchange for
reopening the Strait of Hormuz.

* Reports indicate that Israel is actively
attempting to sabotage the deal through
renewed strikes in Lebanon and lobbying
efforts in Washington.

Global Biological Warfare Allegations

* The Russian Ministry of Defense claims to
have acquired documentation of illicit
human experiments in Ukrainian labs.

* Allegations include the development of
pathogens specifically aimed at people with

* Claims that biolabs were recently moved
from Ukraine to Africa following the

outbreak of ebola in the region.

Escalation of the Israel-Lebanon Conflict

e Israel has issued forced displacement
orders for residents of 20 settlements in
southern I.ebanon, demanding they move
north of the Zahrani river.

* Hezbollah has reportedly stepped up
attacks on Israeli armor using fiber optic
FPV drones, which have proved difficult to
counter.

» Strategic assessments suggest Israel seeks
to establish permanent "security zones" in
Lebanon, Syria, and Gaza, refusing to

withdraw from captured lands.

NATO Strategic Posture and Ukraine
Economic Crisis

* Vladimir Putin claims Russia has achieved
technological  sovereignty, citing the
development of a satellite group equivalent
to Starlink.

* The IMF has proposed a $700 million loan
to Ukraine contingent on massive tax hikes

and utility price increases for domestic
households.

* Reports indicate Ukraine’s tax base has

been reduced by nearly 50% as the

population has dwindled from 40 million to
roughly 22 million.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The use of B2 bombers and "tommal of
missiles" in US-led strikes against Iranian
nuclear sites is described as having
obliterated the Natan facility a year prior.

* Russian military leaders claim to have

secured 170 strategic points around the

city of Constantinovka.
Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* Oman continues its role as a mediator
between the US and Iran, though its
neutrality is increasingly pressured by the
Trump administration.

* A burgeoning regional coalition involving
Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Pakistan
is reportedly shifting focus to contain Israel
rather than Iran.
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Global Health & Biosecurity

* Allegations persist that the US has
conducted "dual-use research" involving
anthrax, ebola, and the plague in close
roximi Russian borders.

* Reports of a sudden ebola outbreak in
Africa are linked by the broadcast to the
alleged relocation of Ukrainian biolabs.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* Iran suggests the possibility of transit fees

for the key waterway of Hormuz if a pre-

war status quo is not restored.

* The potential for a "global economic
depression" is linked to Netanyahu's
alleged attempts to crash the ceasefire
deal.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of US Foreign Policy
Mandate

A recurring theme is the perceived disconnect
between the US executive branch and its
military/intelligence apparatus. Analysts
suggest that while President Trump may seek
to avoid war, he is "dog walked" into conflicts
by the Israeli lobby and special interests. This
is framed as a crisis of sovereignty, where the
US military is acting as a "servant of the
constitution" but is being ordered to perform
"unjustified criminal attacks" that damage
strategic  US  interests. The broadcast
highlights a "seeming dissonance" between
the Pentagon's defensive rhetoric and the
administration's aggressive posturing.

Russia as the "Eighth Wonder" and
Cultural Sanctuary

There is a deliberate effort to portray Russia
not as a combatant, but as a stable, culturally
traditional, and technologically advanced
society. Reports on the Kizhi wooden churches
and interviews with American expats who
have fled the US for Russia serve to contrast
Russian "freedom" with Western
"authoritarianism." These narratives
emphasize safety in Russian cities compared
to New York, and the preservation of
"traditional values" against the "complete

inversion" of gender norms in the West.
Weaponization of Biosecurity Narratives

The discourse around "biolabs" has evolved
from a specific Ukrainian context to a broader
global threat narrative. By linking the US
government to pathogens that "target Russian
genetics," the Dbroadcast attempts to
delegitimize uUsS biological research
worldwide. The suggestion that these labs are
being moved to Africa to escape scrutiny
further expands the scope of this information
warfare, aiming to stoke fear and resentment
in the Global South.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Institutional Decay and
Social Polarization

* The broadcast portrays the US as suffering
from a "lack of ability" by leadership to
recognize its deteriorating strategic
position.

* Social order is depicted as crumbling, with
claims of ‘"peto rings" operating in
American theme parks and a complete loss
of freedom of speech regarding LGBT
organizations.
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* Economic instability is highlighted by rising
gas prices ($4.67/gallon) and the impact of
midterms on foreign policy decisions.

United Kingdom and Ireland: Civil Unrest
and Migration Crisis

e Violent riots in Belfast and the UK are
reported following an "attempted

beheading" by an immigrant from Sudan.

* The UK government is accused of using
Russia and Iran as a "scapegoat" for

homegrown social failures and a failed
immigration policy.

Israel: Political Survival and Messianic
Agendas

* Prime Minister Netanyahu is framed as a
leader who "needs the war to continue" to

delay his court cases and win elections.
* The Israeli government is described as

being driven by a messianic group seeking
a "Greater Israel," leading to actions that
are "totally out of control."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Shift
Symmetry

and Strategic

The international system 1is portrayed as
rapidly transitioning away from US hegemony.
Iran is shown to be employing a policy of
"strategic symmetry"—retaliating to attacks at
the same scale or higher—rather than the
"strategic patience" of previous years. This
shift is presented as a successful deterrent
against Western aggression. Russia’s posture
is framed as one of defensive resilience,
where NATO’s attempts to inflict a "strategic
defeat" have only served to accelerate Russian

technological independence and national

unity.

Regional Coalitions Israeli

Expansion

Against

A significant external development is the
reporting of states in the Middle East being
driven into a "counterbalancing coalition."
Traditional rivals like Saudi Arabia and Iran
are depicted as potentially aligning to contain
Israeli aggression. This alignment is shown to
be a direct result of "unrestrained aggression"
following the October 7th attacks, which has
altered the regional brand strategies of
various nations.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is characterized
by high volatility and the threat of depression
linked to regional conflict. While the US and
Iran negotiate to release energy supply, the
financial burden of the Ukraine conflict is
increasingly falling on Western taxpayers.
Ukraine's inability to meet IMF conditions for
its latest $700 million loan indicates severe
structural weakness in its economy:.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy Prices: US gas prices reported at
$4.67 per gallon; Iranian oil and gas
sanctions relief is the primary lever for the
Islamabad Memorandum.

* International Assets: The deal hinges on
the release of billions in frozen Iranian

» Commodities: Historical context provided
for Gaddafi’s "African Dinar" plan, which
was to be gold-backed to challenge the
dominance of the US dollar.
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* Ukrainian Fiscal Crisis: Tax base reduced
to 22 million people; massive shortfall in
paying soldiers and acquiring basic
munitions.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key personnel shifts indicate a hardening of
positions in Russia and a possible purge or
resignation within the US military command
in the Caribbean.

* Tulsi Gabbard: The outgoing Director of
National Intelligence is praised for
revealing a "huge amount of information"
about US-funded biolabs.

* US Caribbean Commander: Reported to

have resigned his position after refusing to

carry out what were deemed "unjustified"
strikes.

* Andrey Pinchok: The former head of state
security for the Donetsk Republic survived

a presumed assassination attempt via a

parcel bomb in Moscow.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as losing

the support of his own military leadership,

who are reportedly telling him they are "at
the limit" of what they can do.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a clear anti-
interventionist and pro-multipolar bias.
The lead stories prioritize the US-Iran peace
deal and the "exposure" of US biological
warfare, framed as urgent global security
threats. Minimal coverage is given to Israeli
perspectives, which are consistently
characterized as sabotaging or genocidal. The
tone is deeply cynical regarding US domestic
stability, often wusing American expats in
Russia to validate a narrative of Western

collapse. A notable story hierarchy gives
significant airtime to historical colonial
critiques (Gaddafi, British camps in Kenya) to
contextualize current "Western imperialism."
Conspicuous omissions include any detailed
reporting on Iranian internal crackdowns or
Russian military casualties in Ukraine.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is divided into a "principled"
multipolar bloc (Russia, Iran, Oman) and a
"chaotic, corrupt" Western bloc (US, Israel,
UK).

e Iran is portrayed as a principled and
strategic actor. "What Iran does not want
to do is provoke its neighbors... so the
Iranians have very cleverly devised a
strategy to bring themselves to a point
where they can obtain nuclear weapons if
they choose."

* Israel is framed as a g¢genocidal and
unstable rogue state. "They have a
messianic group of people who would have

been brutal 500 years ago... they are the
only terrorists in the region."

* Russia is depicted as stable, safe, and
technologically superior. Expat Chad
states, "I've never been happier in life than
I am here in Russia... I've never felt safer in
my entire life."

* The United States is portrayed as inept
and captured by special interests. "I don't
think we have full sovereignty... anybody
that is in a position of power in America
should be able to be criticized."

* Ukraine is framed as a failed state and a
"terrorist organization." Alexander Boradai
claims, "its name is the government of
Ukraine... if they can kill children, then
they will kill them."
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Meta-Narrative: The central narrative is
the "Great Lie" of Western democracy. The
broadcast seeks to prove that Western
governments are lying to their people about
everything from biolabs in Ukraine to the
success of the war against Russia.

* Disinformation/Spin: The Belfast riots
are framed as a legitimate reaction to failed
immigration, while the UK's blame on
Russia is called an "old chestnut" used to
distract from internal failure.

e Leaked Intel: The use of "declassified"
documents from the Office of the Director
of National Intelligence is a key tactic to

lend credibility to the biolab narrative.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The Collapse of the
Memorandum

Islamabad

* Israel will likely escalate strikes in Lebanon
to a level that forces an Iranian military

response, effectively derailing the peace

process before the nuclear phase begins.

e Domestic political pressure in the US,
particularly from "huge donors" and the
Christian Zionist lobby, may force the
administration to retract concessions to
Tehran.

Expansion of the Biological Warfare
Narrative

* Further "evidence" will likely be presented
linking the US to the ebola outbreak in
Uganda, aiming to cause diplomatic
fractures between the US and African
nations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
volatility in the Strait of Hormuz as Iran tests
the limits of the "strategic symmetry" policy.
The IMF's loan to Ukraine will trigger
significant domestic unrest in Kiev due to tax
hikes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the US-Iran
deal holds, a major shift in energy markets
could occur, potentially lowering Western

inflation. Conversely, the displacement of 1.2
million people in Lebanon will create a new

migrant crisis for Europe.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Russia’s push for
"technological sovereignty" and an
independent  Al-driven  military could
fundamentally shift the balance of power in
Eurasia, making  NATO's
deterrence obsolete.

conventional

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk is a rapid descent into
nuclear conflict if "malevolent goals" mask a
lack of sustainable strategic position.

* Regional Nuclear Meltdown: Strikes on
the Boucher nuclear plant in Iran or the
Zaporizhzhia plant in Ukraine could lead to
catastrophic radioactive release; Triggers:
Accidental or intentional missile strikes on
reactor cores; Likelihood: Moderate;
Impact: Extreme, affecting areas as far as
Dubai; Mitigations: International
exclusion zones and immediate shutdown of
reactors.
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* Hormuz Blockade: Complete closure of
the Strait could trigger a global economic
depression; Triggers: Failure of the

Memorandum; Likelihood:

High; Impact: Global market collapse;

Mitigations: Successful completion of the

US-Iran asset release.

Islamabad

* Biological Weapon Deployment:
Emergence of an engineered pathogen;
Triggers: Escalation of the "biolab"
narrative  into active use claims;
Likelihood: Low; Impact: Global
pandemic; Mitigations: Independent UN-
led inspection of all alleged laboratory

sites.

* US Domestic Insurgency: Widespread
civil unrest following midterm elections;
Triggers: Continued economic decline and
perceived loss of sovereignty; Likelihood:
Moderate; Impact: Strategic paralysis of
the US government; Mitigations: De-
escalation of partisan
economic relief.

rhetoric and

* Israeli Political Collapse: Sudden regime
change in Israel due to military failure;
Triggers: Failure to neutralize Hezbollah
drones; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact:
Regional power vacuum; Mitigations:
Multi-party negotiations for a "Greater
Israel" project alternative.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts rely heavily on state-
sponsored viewpoints from Moscow and
Tehran, creating significant analytical blind
spots.

* The actual military status of the Natan
nuclear facility following the B2 bomber

strikes remains unverified by independent
sources.

* The specific nature of the "documentation"
acquired from Ukrainian biolabs has not
been subjected to peer-reviewed scientific
scrutiny.

* The report minimizes Hezbollah's own
tactical failures and internal Lebanese
opposition to the group's actions.

* The claims of "100% true" confirmation
regarding US biolabs come from sources
with a vested interest in delegitimizing the
UsS.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Peace" Strategy: The US-
Iran deal is not a genuine attempt at peace
but a stalling tactic for the US to replenish
its missile stocks and protect its aircraft
carrier strike forces, which are currently

"unable to protect" carrier groups.

The "Russian Safe Haven" as a
Recruitment Trap: The portrayal of Russia
as a sanctuary for Westerners is actually a
psychological operation to drain Western
talent and use expats for intelligence value,
similar to the alleged recruitment attempts of
individuals like Chad.

Black Swan Event: A "Samson Option"
deployment by Israel—a nuclear strike on
Iran—if the IDF command feels their survival
is in question due to the "Impossible to
intercept" Iranian missiles.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

e Establish back-channel communications to
insulate the Islamabad Memorandum from

xternal 1 ing pr r

* Proactively address biological warfare
allegations through transparent, third-party
audits of research facilities to counter

disinformation campaigns.

* Prepare for a potential "security vacuum"

in Lebanon as UNIFIL forces depart.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by diversifying energy supply
routes away from the Persian Gulf.

* Assess regulatory risk in Ukraine as the

government prepares to hike utility prices

and taxes to meet IMF loan conditions.

* Monitor advancements in Al-driven drone
technology as a new standard for global
defense supply chains.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity centered on the
controversial Florida anti-semitism bill and
international loan conditions for Ukraine.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: Florida
Legislature Bill making it a criminal
offense/felony to criticize Israel; strategic
intent is to suppress domestic opposition to
Israeli policy.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Russian
Ministry of Defense briefing on biological
warfare evidence; intent is to force a UN
investigation into US activities. Pakistani
Prime Minister press release confirming
the final text of the US-Iran peace deal.

KEY STORIES

* The Islamabad Memorandum: A
landmark peace deal between the US and
Iran is reportedly near finalization,
involving a cessation of hostilities in
Lebanon and the release of frozen assets.

* US Biolabs in Ukraine and Africa:
Allegations that the US funded 120 labs
performing experiments on human subjects
and ethnic-specific genetic targeting.

* Southern Lebanon Evacuation: Israel
orders the displacement of 20 settlements
as strikes intensify, killing 8 people in Tyre.

* Putin on Technological Sovereignty:
President Putin announces the success of

700,000 troops and the deployment of a

new satellite network to counter NATO.

Belfast Riots: Riots erupt in Northern
Ireland following an attack by a Sudanese
immigrant, with UK officials blaming
Russian influence.

* American Expats in Russia: Detailed
profiles of Americans like Joe and Chad
who have moved to Russia to escape US
"gender ideology" and FBI persecution.

* IMF Ukraine Loan: Ukraine is granted a
$700 million reprieve despite failing
reforms, contingent on taxing basic
utilities.

* USS Liberty Investigation: Outgoing
lawmaker Thomas Massie calls for
reopening the investigation into the 1967
attack on the USS Liberty.
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* Gaddafi's Pan-African Legacy: A
retrospective on Gaddafi’s efforts to create
ked African Dinar and reform the

African Union.

* Kizhi Island Architecture: A cultural
segment on the 300-year-old wooden
churches in Russia and their symbolic
"Noah’s Ark" design.
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