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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 15, 2026, marks a critical juncture where

high-stakes  transactional  diplomacy  by  the

United  States  converges  with  a  localized

governance  crisis  in  Lithuania  and  an

escalating  Russian  campaign  of  cultural

genocide  in  Ukraine.  The  broadcast  day  is

dominated  by  the  shockwaves  of  a  massive

Russian drone and missile strike against the

Kyiv  Pechersk  Lavra,  a  UNESCO  World

Heritage  site,  which  officials  and  historians

characterize  as  a  deliberate  attempt  to

dismantle  Ukrainian  spiritual  and  national

identity identity centers. This attack, resulting

in  double-digit  civilian  casualties  and  the

destruction of irreplaceable cultural artifacts,

occurs  as  European  leaders  debate  the

efficacy of a 21st sanctions package that many

frontline  states  view  as  dangerously

inadequate too soft.

Simultaneously, the Trump administration has

announced a preliminary memorandum of

understanding with Iran, aimed at reopening

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  and  lifting  energy

blockades  peace  agreement.  While  this  has

triggered a sharp, albeit speculative, drop in

global  oil  prices,  it  has  also  sparked

significant  regional  instability,  with  Israel

flatly  rejecting  the  terms  and  vowing  to

maintain its military presence in Lebanon and

Syria Israel rejects. This "transactional peace"

is  being  viewed  skeptically  by  analysts  who

fear  it  merely  restores  the  status  quo  ante

without  addressing  deep-seated  regional

grievances  or  Iran's  long-term  nuclear

ambitions.

Domestically,  Lithuania  is  grappling  with  a

dual  crisis:  a  protracted  and  fragile

government  coalition  formation  and  a

catastrophic series of cyberattacks. The leak

of  over  600,000  personal  records  from  the

Registry  Center  and  60,000  records  of

medical  professionals  indicates  a  systemic

failure of  critical  infrastructure  security

systemic problem. These breaches, occurring

alongside  the  political  maneuverings  of  the

Social Democrats to finalize a coalition while

excluding radical  elements,  highlight a state

at a high degree of internal vulnerability even

as it attempts to project a firm stance against

external Russian aggression.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Strategic  Targeting  of  Cultural

Heritage: A massive Russian attack on the

Kyiv  Pechersk  Lavra  damaged  the

Dormition Cathedral and destroyed a vast

collection  of  historical  costumes  and

cinema archives, described as a "genocide

program"  targeting  identity  genocide

program.
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US-Iran  Strategic  Realignment:

President Trump announced a 60-day truce

and the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz,

causing oil  prices to fluctuate toward $80

and potentially lower, despite fierce Israeli

opposition Strait of Hormuz.

Lithuanian  Cybersecurity  Collapse:

Massive  data  breaches  affecting  over

600,000 citizens and 60,000 doctors were

confirmed,  with  experts  warning  that

Lithuania is  in a "hybrid war phase" with

"porous"  information  systems  hybrid  war

phase.

Coalition  Governance  Shift: The

Lithuanian  Social  Democrats  (LSDP)  have

moved to form a new government with the

Democrats  and  the  Farmers  and  Greens,

potentially  replacing  Prime  Minister  Inga

Ruginė  with  Mindaugas  Sinkevičius

Sinkevičius to premjeru.

AI Export Controls: The US government

restricted Anthropic from allowing foreign

nationals to use its "Mitos 5" and "Fable 5"

AI models, citing national security risks and

the  models'  ability  to  conduct  complex

cyber operations Mitos 5 restricted.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

conflict  in  Ukraine  has  transitioned  into  a

phase of "cultural liquidation," where Russia

is  utilizing  precision  strikes  to  destroy

UNESCO-protected  sites  Pechersk  Lavra.  In

response,  Lithuania  is  initiating  mass

production  of  anti-drone  ammunition  for

NATO rifles, utilizing combat experience from

Ukraine antidrone ammunition.

Cybersecurity & Threat Actors: Lithuania is

experiencing  a  wave  of  coordinated  cyber-

intrusions.  Hackers  utilized  compromised

accounts  at  the  Migration  Department  to

siphon  data  on  real  estate  and  medical

personnel  compromised  accounts.  National

security officials admit that nearly two-thirds

of  state  information  systems  are  vulnerable

2/3 vulnerable.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: The "Trip" corridor

initiative in Armenia, backed by the US, seeks

to  bypass  Russian  influence  by  connecting

Central  Asia  to  Europe  through  Armenian

territory,  a move Russia is  actively trying to

sabotage  through  electoral  interference  and

economic pressure Trip corridor.

Energy & Critical  Minerals: The potential

reopening  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is  the

primary  driver  of  market  volatility.  Analysts

suggest  that  if  the  US-Iran  memorandum

holds,  oil  prices could crash to  $50-$60 per

barrel as the "risk premium" evaporates risk

premium.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: A significant battle

is brewing between the US administration and

AI  developers  like  Anthropic.  The

government’s  move  to  classify  advanced  AI

models as threats to "supply chain security"

represents a new frontier in tech-sovereignty

and export control supply chain threat.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Culture: The

deliberate  targeting  of  the  Lavra  and

Kharkiv’s  art  museums  suggests  a  shift  in

Russian  military  strategy  from  territorial

conquest to the erasure of Ukrainian heritage.

Analysts argue this is intended to demoralize

the population by attacking "identity centers"

that  have survived for  a  millennium identity

centers.  This  trend forces a  re-evaluation of

international heritage protection laws, which

are currently failing to deter such attacks.
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Transactional  Peace  vs.  Structural

Security: The Trump-led memorandum with

Iran  highlights  a  trend  toward  short-term

economic  stabilization  (lowering  fuel  prices)

at the expense of long-term alliance cohesion.

The  exclusion  of  key  regional  partners  like

Israel  and  the  focus  on  a  "60-day  window"

creates  a  highly  volatile  diplomatic

environment where a single drone strike could

collapse the entire arrangement vežimą prieš

arklį.

Infrastructure  Fragility  in  the  Hybrid

Age: Lithuania’s cyber crisis reveals that even

NATO-aligned  states  have  failed  to  secure

their  digital  "back  doors."  The  fact  that

600,000 records were siphoned over months

before detection indicates a catastrophic lag

in defensive monitoring month-long leak. This

serves  as  a  warning  for  other  small  states

regarding the "porosity" of centralized digital

governance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuania  is  currently  in  a  state  of  political

flux as the Social Democrats (LSDP) attempt

to solidify a coalition. The primary tension lies

in the exclusion of the "Nemuno Aušra" party

due to its leader's anti-Semitic rhetoric, which

has created a rift  in the potential  governing

majority anti-semitism issues. The anticipated

transition  of  the  Premiership  from  Inga

Ruginė to Mindaugas Sinkevičius is framed as

a "rescue operation"  for  the party’s  sagging

ratings  ahead  of  the  2028  elections  rescue

operation. Public trust is further strained by

the government's perceived failure to protect

citizen  data,  with  90%  of  the  population

reportedly in favor of stricter social media and

digital regulations 90% support.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as

fracturing  along  the  lines  of  US

transactionalism  and  European  security-

realism. While the US pursues bilateral deals

with Iran and Armenia to secure trade routes

and oil  prices,  European states—particularly

the Baltics—remain focused on the existential

threat  of  Russia.  Lithuania  is  increasingly

projecting  power  through  defense

manufacturing,  specifically  antidrone

technology,  positioning  itself  as  a  "defense

lab" for NATO Giraitė factory.  However,  this

posture  is  undermined  by  the  "slumber"  of

Western  partners  who  continue  to  allow

Russian cultural figures and soldiers to move

within the EU Netrebko concert.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market  sentiment  is  dominated  by  the

potential end of the Hormuz blockade, which

has  kept  the  "war  premium"  on  oil  high.

Domestic  economic  policy  in  Lithuania  is

reacting  to  these  shifts  by  adjusting  fuel

excises,  though  economists  warn  that  retail

prices  will  not  drop  immediately  due  to

inventory lags and market  uncertainty  retail

price lag.

Key Economic Vectors: 

Oil Prices: Currently hovering around $83/

barrel; analysts project a crash to $50-$60

if the Iran deal is finalized 60-50 dollars.

Defense  Spending: The  Lithuanian

coalition is committing to a minimum of 5%

of GDP for defense 5% GDP.

Munitions  Revenue: The  Giraitė  armory

expects €10 million in annual revenue from

new antidrone shell  production 10 million

revenue.
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Cyber-Damage: While  the  legal  damage

for  the  data  leaks  is  cited  as  low

(€111,000),  the  systemic  cost  to

institutional  trust  is  unquantified  111,000

damage.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape is shifting as the new

coalition government takes shape, involving a

significant reshuffle of ministerial roles and a

potential  change at  the top of  the executive

branch.

Mindaugas  Sinkevičius: The  Social

Democrat leader is set to become the next

Prime  Minister,  representing  a

"stabilization"  effort  for  the  LSDP

Sinkevičius to premjeru.

Inga Ruginė: The outgoing Prime Minister

faces criticism over ethical violations and a

potential move to a ministerial role in social

security ethics violations.

Remigijus Žemaitaitis: The radical leader

of  "Nemuno  Aušra"  has  been  effectively

sidelined  from  the  coalition  due  to  anti-

Semitic  scandals,  creating  a  clearer  but

more  fragile  governing  bloc  socdamai

partnerius.

Adrijus  Jus: Resigned  as  head  of  the

Registry  Center  following  the  massive

600,000-record data breach atsistatydino.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  priority  is  the

existential threat posed by Russia, using the

Lavra attack to frame the conflict in spiritual

and  civilizational  terms.  The  coverage  is

highly  emotional  and  nationalistic,

emphasizing Lithuania’s historical experience

with  occupation  and  deportation  okupacijos

diena. Significant airtime is also given to the

US-Iran  deal,  but  with  a  skeptical,  analytic

tone that highlights the risks to regional allies

and  the  global  economy.  "Buried"  stories

include the specific technical vulnerabilities of

the  state  cyber  infrastructure,  which  are

mentioned  but  not  explored  with  the  same

depth  as  the  foreign  threats.  A  conspicuous

omission  is  any  detailed  discussion  of  the

impact of the US wine tariffs mentioned in the

Iran deal context, which could have significant

implications  for  EU-US  trade  prancūziškam

vynui.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcast  portrays  a  world  where

principled European resistance to aggression

is  increasingly  challenged  by  American

transactional  diplomacy  and  Russian  hybrid

warfare.

Russia: Portrayed as a "barbaric terrorist

state"  and  a  "neighbor  from  hell"  that

targets cultural  icons to commit "spiritual

genocide" teroristine valstybė.

United States (Trump):B> Framed as a

transactional,  unpredictable  actor

willing  to  trade  regional  security  for

lower  domestic  oil  prices,  though

credited  for  brokering  the  Armenia

corridor Trumpo lūkestis.

Lithuania:  Characterized  as  a

"vulnerable frontier" that is technically

advanced  in  defense  but  systemically

weak  in  cyber-resilience  kiauros

sistemos.

Iran: Depicted as  an opportunistic  power

that  uses  its  control  over  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  to  extract  billions  in  unfrozen

assets  from  the  US  Teheranui  grąžinti

milijardus.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: Russia  is  actively

seeding the narrative that Ukrainian forces

are responsible for the destruction of their

own  cultural  sites,  a  claim  the  broadcast

aggressively  debunks  ukrainiečiai  į  save

šaudo.

Cyber  Psy-Ops: The  timing  and  scale  of

the  data  breaches  are  interpreted  by

experts as a "hybrid war" tactic designed to

undermine  confidence  in  the  Lithuanian

state's ability to protect its citizens hybrid

war phase.

Propaganda: The  performance  of  Anna

Netrebko  in  Luxembourg  is  framed  as  a

"soft  power"  victory  for  Putin,

demonstrating  the  failure  of  European

cultural  isolation  efforts  Netrepko

koncertas.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Energy  Market  Shock: If  the  Hormuz

reopening  proceeds,  a  sudden  influx  of

supply  combined  with  the  removal  of  the

war risk premium will lead to a significant

global  disinflationary  event,  potentially

easing  interest  rate  pressures  in  the  EU

and US atsikratyti rizikos premijos.

Ukrainian  Spiritual  Resistance: The

attack  on  the  Lavra  will  likely  catalyze  a

new  wave  of  religious  nationalism  in

Ukraine,  further  distancing  the  Ukrainian

Orthodox  Church  from  the  Moscow

Patriarchate and hardening civilian resolve

krikščioniškai kultūrai.

Lithuanian  Political  Realignment: The

failure  of  the  "radical"  coalition  elements

will  likely  lead  to  a  more  technocratic,

security-focused  government  in  Vilnius,

albeit  one hampered by the legacy of  the

cyber breaches techninė logika.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate

fallout  from  the  cyber  breaches,  including

potential resignations of higher-level security

officials  and  a  surge  in  phishing  attacks

targeting  the  600,000  compromised

individuals pusę milijono žmonių. The US-Iran

memorandum  will  likely  face  its  first

"violation" test from proxy groups in Lebanon

or Yemen.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Global  oil

markets will adjust to the new "Hormuz status

quo," potentially stabilizing prices at a lower

level. Lithuania will formalize its new 5% GDP

defense  budget,  likely  shifting  funds  toward

offensive  cyber  capabilities  and  domestic

munitions production antidrone šoviniai.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The destruction of

the  Lavra  will  remain  a  permanent  scar  on

Ukraine-Russia  relations,  likely  influencing

the  "cultural  reparations"  clauses  in  any

future  peace  settlement  reparacijų  iš

agresoriaus.  The US-Armenia  corridor  (Trip)

could fundamentally shift  energy flows away

from Russian pipelines, if it survives Russian

sabotage efforts.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Risk: Regional Middle East Escalation.

Triggers:  Israeli  pre-emptive  strike  on

Iranian assets to disrupt the memorandum.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Extreme  global

energy  disruption.  Mitigations:  US

deployment  of  additional  deterrent  forces

and  high-level  shuttle  diplomacy  with  Tel

Aviv Izraelis atmeta.

Risk:  Total  Collapse  of  State  Digital

Trust. Triggers:  A  second  wave  of

cyberattacks  targeting  banking  or  power

grids  using  the  already  siphoned  doctor/

citizen  data.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

Domestic  civil  unrest  and  economic

paralysis.  Mitigations:  Immediate  air-

gapping of critical systems and mandatory

biometric re-authentication for all  citizens

sistemos kiauros.

Risk:  Failure  of  the  Lithuanian

Coalition. Triggers:  Disagreements  over

social welfare spending vs. the 5% defense

commitment.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

Government  collapse  and  snap  elections

during a period of hybrid war. Mitigations:

Negotiated  "demographic  packages"  to

appease  the  Farmers  and  Greens  party

demografiniu paketu.

Risk:  Russian  Sabotage  of  the  Trip

Corridor. Triggers:  Orchestrated  civil

unrest  in  Armenia  or  renewed  border

clashes with Azerbaijan.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact:  Failure  of  a  key  US-backed

strategy  to  bypass  Russian  energy

influence.  Mitigations:  Deployment  of

international monitors and economic aid to

the Pashinyan government Pashinyan party.

Risk:  Unauthorized  Proliferation  of

Advanced AI Models. Triggers: A security

breach at Anthropic or a leak of the "Mitos

5"  weights  to  foreign  actors.  Likelihood:

Low.  Impact:  Autonomous  cyberattacks

against  global  infrastructure.  Mitigations:

Strict  federal  oversight  and  physical

security  requirements  for  AI  data  centers

galingųjų įrankių.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcast  fails  to  detail  the  specific

encryption  standards (or  lack  thereof)

that  allowed  the  600,000-record  leak  to

occur unnoticed for months nenutekėjo.

There is a lack of information regarding the

secret  clauses of  the  US-Iran  deal,

particularly  regarding  Iran’s  ballistic

missile  program,  which  Israel  cites  as  a

primary threat balistinių raketų programos.

The coverage of the Lavra attack does not

mention  the  status  of  the  monks

currently  living  on  the  site  and  whether

they have been radicalized or displaced by

the strike iš karto po atakos.

There is no analysis of how the reopening

of the Strait of Hormuz will  impact the

Russian-led  Opec+  cartel’s  ability  to

control  global  prices  OPECO  kartelės

žlunga.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Lavra  as  a  Military  False  Flag:

While  highly  unlikely,  a  contrarian  view

could  suggest  the  strike  was  designed  to

provoke  a  specific  NATO  intervention  by

targeting  a  UNESCO  site  during  a

diplomatic  summit.  However,  the  use  of

Iranian-style  drones  points  heavily  to

Russian perpetrators rusų bepilotis.

The US-Iran Deal as a Stalling Tactic:

Rather than a peace deal, the memorandum

could be a stalling tactic by Iran to finalize

its  nuclear  breakout  while  the  US  is

distracted by the 2026 election cycle  and

the Ukraine conflict  statome vežimą prieš

arklį.

Black  Swan:  The  "Cyber-Blackout"  of

the  Baltic  States. A  coordinated  attack

using the siphoned Registry Center data to

systematically  shut  down the  identities  of

Lithuanian  citizens,  effectively  turning  a

nation  of  3  million  into  "non-persons"

overnight,  causing  a  total  collapse  of  the

digital state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Accelerate  the  transition  from centralized

to  decentralized/blockchain-based  citizen

registries to mitigate the impact of  large-

scale  database  breaches  centralizuota

valdysena.

Demand immediate clarification on the US-

Iran  memorandum's  impact  on  regional

proxy forces  before  committing to  energy

market shifts paliaubas atmeta.

Formalize  the  5%  defense  budget  with  a

heavy emphasis on "active cyber defense"

to  counter  the  hybrid  warfare  phase  5%

BVP.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Prepare  for  significant  volatility  in  the

energy sector as oil prices could fluctuate

between  $50  and  $90  based  on  daily

diplomatic  developments  nuoženklaus

kainų kritimo.

Conduct  immediate  audits  of  all  supply

chains  involving  US-based  AI  tools,  as

export controls are likely to expand tiekimo

grandinėms.

Hedge  against  a  potential  breakdown  in

EU-US relations following the French wine

tariff dispute mentioned by Trump naujais

muitais.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  the

intersection of national security, fiscal policy,

and  digital  regulation,  with  a  focus  on
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stabilizing the domestic environment against

external hybrid threats.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT  Law  Amendments: Aimed  at

ensuring  the  independence  of  the

national  broadcaster,  though

controversial  due  to  concerns  about

political  interference  LRT  įstatymo

pataisų.

Coalition  Agreement  (2026): Not  a

bill,  but  a  foundational  document

committing to 5% defense spending and

a  reform  of  family  benefit  payouts

koalicijos sutartį.

Anti-Deportation  Commemoration

Act: Proposals to make the deportation

remembrance  day  a  more  significant

national event following the hybrid war

threats okupacijos diena.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Mindaugas  Sinkevičius  Press

Conference: Announcing  the  coalition

structure  and  the  allocation  of  the

Energy,  Environment,  and  Health

ministries ministerijos aiškios.

Cybersecurity  Briefing  (Lithuania):

Confirming  the  extent  of  the  doctors'

record  leak  and  the  Registry  Center

breach tarnyba išduoda leidimus.

KEY STORIES

Attack  on  Kyiv  Pechersk  Lavra: A

massive Russian strike on the millennium-

old  monastery,  damaging  the  main

cathedral and burning ancient archives. 11

dead, 30 injured 11 žmonių žuvo.

Trump-Iran Memorandum: A preliminary

deal to end the Strait of Hormuz blockade

and  lift  US  sanctions  on  Iranian  oil  in

exchange  for  a  60-day  truce  taikos

susitarimą.

Lithuanian Data Breaches: The theft  of

600,000 citizen records and 60,000 medical

records by hackers exploiting government

Migration  Department  accounts  600,000

duomenų.

Lithuanian  Coalition  Formation: The

Social Democrats, Democrats, and Farmers

finalize a 5% defense budget and portfolio

swap, sidelines the radical "Nemuno Aušra"

party 5% BVP.

AI  Export  Restrictions: The  US

Department of Commerce bans foreign use

of Anthropic's Mitos 5 and Fable 5 models

to  prevent  their  use  in  cyberwarfare

apribojo prieigą.

21st  EU Sanctions  Package: Debate  in

Luxembourg over banning Russian soldiers

from  EU  travel  and  tightening  bank

sanctions, with frontline states calling it too

soft 21-asis paketas.

Armenia "Trip" Corridor: The US-backed

initiative to build a trans-Armenian transit

corridor  to  bypass  Russia,  facing  severe

Russian  pushback  and  sabotage  Trip

statybų planus.

Antidrone  Munitions  Production:

Lithuania’s  Giraitė  factory  starts  mass-

producing  7.62mm  antidrone  shells  for

NATO, aiming for €10m revenue antidroniai

šoviniai.

14th  Century  Hoard  Found: A  massive

silver  hoard  of  48  silver  bars  and  rings

found  near  the  Danė  river  in  Klaipėda,

valued for its historical significance sidabro

lydinių lobis.
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Anna Netrepko Controversy: A  Russian

opera  star  performs  in  Luxembourg  just

meters  from  the  EU  ministerial  summit,

sparking  outrage  over  broken  isolation

policies Netrepko koncertas.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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