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GLOBAL POWER SHIFT AND
ECONOMIC VOLATILITY AMID
FRAGILE US-IRAN DIPLOMACY AND
ESCALATING EUROPEAN
MILITARIZATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 15, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
global geopolitics, characterized by the
intersection of a high-stakes, yet deeply
distrusted, peace negotiation between the
United States and Iran and a worsening
security situation in Eastern Europe. The
broadcast landscape is dominated by the
announcement of a preliminary
memorandum of understanding (MOU)
between Tehran and Washington, set to be
signed in Geneva. While the Trump
administration frames this as a historic
opportunity to end a four-month conflict,
internal domestic pressures in the US,
ranging from three-year high inflation to
plummeting approval ratings, suggest the
deal is driven more by economic desperation
and the need to reopen the Strait of Hormuz
than by a sustainable strategic alignment.
Israel remains the primary outlier, with
leadership explicitly vowing to ignore the

agreement and continue military operations in
Lebanon, creating a high probability of
immediate sabotage.

Simultaneously, the information environment
is highly charged regarding an attack on the
Kiev-Pechersk Iavra monastery. The
Russian narrative aggressively promotes the
theory of a malfunctioning Ukrainian-fired
Patriot missile, using this to illustrate the
dangers of "decrepid" Western military aid.
This is mirrored by reports of civil unrest
across the globe, from mass protests in
Albania against corruption to election fraud
claims in Armenia. The day’s coverage
suggests a fracturing of Western hegemony, as
traditional allies like India express "fury" over
civilian deaths caused by US naval actions in
the Gulf, and African nations increasingly seek
direct media and diplomatic cooperation with
Moscow.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Iran MOU: A
agreement to end hostilites has been
reached, involving the unfreezing of
Iranian assets and the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, though both sides
express profound mutual distrust.

Peace tentative

* Monastery Strike Controversy: Russia
and Ukraine trade accusations over the
destruction at the Kiev-Pechersk Lavra.
Russia alleges a malfunctioning Patriot
missile was responsible, while the West
blames Russian strikes.

* Gulf of Oman Maritime Crisis: India has
lodged a strong protest with Washington
after US naval forces reportedly killed
Indian sailors while enforcing a blockade.
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* Armenian Electoral Instability: The Armed Conflict & Militarization
opposition in Armenia is challenging the

legitimacy of the recent parliamentary e German military leadership is criticized for
vote won by Nikol Pashinyan, alleging "empty boasts" about readiness to fight
massive falsification and Western meddling. Russia, while internal reports suggest the

Bundeswehr suffers from systemic

* Albanian Civil Unrest: Protests in Tirana . . .
equipment failure and low  public

have entered their 15th day, targeting a o
. ‘g g willingness to serve.
Jared Kushner-linked resort project and

Ukrainian defense facilities and
recruitment centers in retaliatory strikes

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS following a "terror attack" in Starobelsk.

Diplomacy & Statecraft
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
e The Geneva-bound US-Iran deal is THEMES

described by some analysts as a surrender

document from the US to the supreme The Fragmentation of the Unipolar Order
leader of Iran, signifying a failure of the
military-first approach. e The narrative throughout the day

emphasizes a US that is "begging for an
exit" from conflict and Iran knows it. The
inability of the US to control its primary
regional ally, Israel, while being forced to
negotiate with its primary enemy, Iran,
suggests a significant decline in American
Macroeconomics & Trade hegemony.

* The "Global South" theme is reinforced by
Nigerian media executives seeking direct
storytelling with Russia to bypass
"Western filters," indicating a shifting
preference for Moscow over Washington in

* The Hague court dismissed UKrainian
claims regarding Russia's sovereignty over
the Sea of Azov and the Crimean Bridge,
representing a significant legal victory for
Moscow.

* Energy costs in the US have surged 23%

r-over-year, with gasoline prices

jumping from $2.92 to over $4.50 in a
single season.

* Economist Steve Keane warns of an emerging markets.

impending global famine affecting two

billion people due to the disruption of Information Warfare and "Alternative
petroleum-based fertilizer supply chains Truths"

passing through the Strait of Hormuz.
e The inclusion of American commentator

Candace Owens highlights a strategic
trend of using Western dissident voices to
validate the Russian state narrative. Owens
claims the "American people have a
fracture in trust" with mainstream media, a
sentiment the network leverages to
delegitimize NATO policies.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_013000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_013000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_053000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_130000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260615_053000_Going_Underground

* Historical revisionism is deployed through
documentaries about Operation
Unthinkable, framing modern German and
British military posture as a continuation of
1945-era anti-Soviet plots.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* United States: The domestic environment
is characterized by plummeting approval
ratings (38%) for President Trump and
60% disapproval of his economic handling.
Domestic anger is focused on gasoline
prices and perceived "personal gain" of the
elite through market manipulation.

Ukraine: Reports of civil disobedience in
Kiev against forced military conscription
indicate deepening societal fatigue. Clashes
between civilians and recruitment officers
joined by police suggest a loss of the
domestic mandate for continued war.

Europe: Leaders like Macron and Starmer
are described as the most unpopular in
history, with their domestic authority
eroding as they pursue unpopular foreign
interventions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is framed as a multipolar arena

where the US, Russia, and China are the
primary poles. Russia is positioning itself as a
"stable" and "principled" actor compared to
an "unhinged" and "delusional" US leadership.
The broadcast emphasizes that Russia is
thriving despite sanctions, with clean cities
and robust consumer markets, aimed at
attracting tourists and bloggers to witness
"the truth" firsthand. Iran is framed as a
rising superpower in West Asia, having

defeated the Zionist regime and its
Western backers through a strategy of

"resistance."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is bleak, with the
broadcast focusing on the direct link between
geopolitical conflict and domestic survival.
High energy prices are driving food inflation,
while the depletion of the US Strategic
Petroleum Reserve is noted as reaching its
lowest level since 1983.

* Inflation: US inflation is at a three-year
high; private debt to GDP has fallen to
140% but remains unsustainable.

* Energy: Brent crude prices fluctuate
violently based on Trump's social media
posts, suggesting insider trading at high
levels of the US administration.

* Currency: The Ukrainian Hryvnia has

reached an all-time low of 45 to the
dollar.

* Agricultural Risk: A loss of 30% of global
fertilizer supply due to Strait of Hormuz
closures could reduce the planet's carrying

capacity by 2.5 billion people.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership is depicted as volatile and
illegitimate in several key theaters, with the
broadcast emphasizing a trend
"dictatorship" and "authoritarianism" in the
West under the guise of democracy.

toward

* Kaja Kallas (EU chief diplomat): Facing
growing dissatisfaction within the EU;
described as a "loose cannon" and a "one-
trick pony" whose arrogance is alienating
core European powers like France and
Germany.
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* Nikol Pashinyan (Armenia): Labelled
illegitimate by opposition forces following
a controversial election victory; accused of
using criminal cases to suppress political
rivals.

*Joe Kantu (Former US Counter-
terrorism head): Cited as an appoint-T

who resigned in protest, stating that Iran
was never a threat to the US and the war

was driven by the "Israeli lobby."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritizes stories that highlight
Western military failure, internal US chaos,
and the humanitarian cost of Ukrainian
actions. The lead stories are the US-Iran
peace deal (framed as a US climb-down) and
the monastery strike (framed as a Ukrainian
blunder). Buried stories include the specifics
of Russian frontline losses, which are entirely
absent, replaced by vague reports of "gaining
offensive momentum." The emotional tone is
cynical and triumphalist, painting the West
as a collection of failing states. Conspicuous
omissions include any mention of Iranian
human rights issues or the specific tactical
reasons why Russia has not taken Kiev after
more than two years of conflict.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast frames the world through a
binary of "rational/traditional" Eastern powers
versus "chaotic/decadent" Western powers.

* Russia is framed as a stable, principled
mediator and defender of traditional
values, with Putin described as a leader
who "never targets civilian infrastructure."

* Donald Trump is portrayed as a
delusional and unhinged real estate
dealer attempting to treat international
relations as a "sleezy backroom deal" for
personal profit.

* Benjamin Netanyahu is framed as a
failed leader whose "biggest failure" was
the current war, and who is now an
international pariah willing to sabotage
world peace to survive politically.

* India is depicted as a strategic partner
pushed to the edge
"belligerence," signaling a potential move
away from the US orbit.

by American

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The monastery strike
is used to seed the narrative that Western
weapons are defective and that Ukraine
is "sloppy" with its ordinance, intended to
discourage further military aid.

* Psy-Ops: The broadcast wuses Al-
generated imagery of a "Paris simulator"
depicting the city in an apocalyptic state to
suggest that the West is already collapsing
internally.

Censorship Allegations: RT repeatedly
highlights its own banning from YouTube
as proof that Western democracy is a fraud
and that only "alternative media" can be
trusted.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Israel-Iran Escalation: Given the explicit
statements from Israeli ministers vowing
to ignore the MOU, an Israeli strike on
Beirut or Iranian nuclear facilities is highly
likely within the next 60 days to derail the
Geneva process.

* US Domestic Collapse: If oil prices do not
drop following the signing of the MOU, the
"ADHD media game" will fail, and domestic
unrest in the US could escalate beyond
approval ratings into active protest
movements similar to those in Albania.

* European Re-alignment: Germany's
military rhetoric combined with its
corruption and equipment failures
suggest it will remain a secondary power,
while the "Global South" coalition will
solidify its ties with the Russo-Chinese bloc.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The Geneva
signing ceremony on June 19 will be the
critical focal point. Expect a false flag
operation or a significant Israeli provocation
in the days leading up to the event.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): US midterm
elections will be dominated by inflation
rhetoric. Failure of the Iran deal will lead to a
return of military action and a potential 50%
increase in already high energy costs.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The emergence of a
"unified African media space" integr
with Russian platforms will permanently
shift the soft-power balance in the Global
South away from the BBC/CNN hegemony.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Global Fertilizer Shortage: Closure of the
Strait of Hormuz could trigger a
catastrophic famine. Triggers: Collapse of
US-Iran MOU. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Extreme (2 billion at risk).
Mitigations: Immediate unfreezing of
Iranian assets and lifting of the naval
blockade.

Nuclear Escalation (Samson Directive):
Israel may resort to nuclear options if it
feels abandoned by the US and threatened
by an ascendant Iran. Triggers:
Finalization of Iran's "10-point plan."
Likelihood: Low but increasing. Impact:
Catastrophic. Mitigations: Maintaining US
defense guarantees for Israel while
enforcing the MOU.

* US Civil Disorder: Continued economic
strain and perceived corruption could lead
to a loss of domestic control. Triggers: Gas
prices exceeding $5.00/gallon. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High. Mitigations:
Successful reopening of global oil transit
routes.

* Collapse of the Armenian State: Internal
unrest and external pressure could lead to
a new regional conflict. Triggers:
Constitutional court ruling in favor of
Pashinyan. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Moderate-High (Regional instability).
Mitigations: Deployment of Russian/CSTO
peacekeeping forces.
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* NATO-Russia Direct Confrontation:
German military posturing on "Caliningrad"
and "Crimia" could trigger a direct

response. Triggers: Deployment of new
German divisions to Lithuania. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Extreme (Global War).
Mitigations: Direct Lavrov-Blinken/Trump
negotiations to define regional buffer
Zones.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The broadcast fails to address the actual
status of the Russian economy under long-
term sanctions, focusing only on superficial
cleanliness and grocery store stocks.

There is no mention of the Houthi role in
the Hormuz crisis, despite their historical
alliance with Iran and control over the Bab
el-Mandeb.

The specific causes of the Indian sailors'
deaths are not independently verified,
relying solely on Indian and Iranian claims
of US aggression.

Ukrainian counter-
offensive are suppressed in favor of

focusing on civilian recruitment clashes.

Details on the

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Iran MOU is a Strategic Stall:
Rather than a surrender, the US-Iran MOU
may be a stalling tactic to allow the US
military to reposition assets for a more
effective "decapitation attack"
Strait is clear of mines.

once the

The Monastery Strike was a Russian
Deception: The rapid issuance of the
"Patriot malfunction" statement by the
Russian MOD within hours could suggest
a pre-planned false flag operation to justify
"retaliatory" strikes on Ukrainian centers.

The Black Swan: A successful
assassination of Netanyahu by
Israeli opposition or an Iranian proxy,
which would simultaneously remove the
primary obstacle to the peace deal while
potentially triggering an immediate,
uncontrolled regional war.

internal

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediately establish a trilateral
communication line between Washington,
Moscow, and New Delhi to prevent the
Indian sailor incident from escalating into a
diplomatic break.

Prioritize cultural heritage security
through UNESCO observers with neutral-
nation backgrounds to prevent the use of
religious sites as information warfare
assets.

Develop contingency fertilizer reserves
outside the Gulf region to mitigate the 2-
billion-person famine risk.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy Hedging: Be prepared for extreme
volatility in Brent/WTI prices;
"dropping prices" may be a temporary lull
before the 60-day negotiation phase fails.

current

Supply Chain Diversification: Reduce
reliance on Balkan and Caucasian transport

routes due to high civil instability.



Information Risk: Monitor dissident
media and "influencer" trends, as they are
being successfully weaponized by state
actors to drive consumer sentiment and
political outcomes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current policy debates are centered on the
ratification of the Geneva MOU and the
legality of the Strait of Hormuz blockade. The
broadcast focuses heavily on the JCPOA
framework and its modern successor.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: The US
Congress is currently debating the $300
billion reconstruction fund for Iran,
which faces severe opposition from "pro-
Israeli forces." The FARA (Foreign Agents
Registration Act) filings for companies like
Clocktower LLC are being used to track
Israeli-funded propaganda in the US.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: The G7
(Genocide 7) Summit in the UAE is a
primary focus, described as a gathering for
leaders to provide "diplomatic cover" for
atrocities. The OSCE monitoring reports
on Armenia have become a flashpoint for
international debates regarding
election legitimacy.

law

KEY STORIES

The Geneva MOU Signing: US and Iran
agree to a preliminary deal on Friday in
Geneva to end four months of war, unfreeze
$12 billion in Iranian funds, and reopen the
Strait of Hormuz, despite internal Israeli
and US opposition.

Monastery Strike in Kiev: The Kiev-
Pechersk Lavra is badly damaged. Russia
claims a malfunctioning US-made Patriot
missile hit it; Ukraine and the West blame
Russian drones/missiles.

Indian Sailor Deaths: Indian government
reiterates a "strong protest" after US forces
attack the Setibello tanker, killing three
Indian nationals.

Hague Ruling on Sea of Azov: The
Hague court dismisses Ukrainian claims
against Russian sovereignty, ruling that
Russia has not violated international law
regarding the Sea of Azov or the Crimean
Bridge.

Candace Owens Visit to Russia:
American podcaster Candace Owens visits
Moscow and St. Petersburg, praising
Russian cleanliness and criticizing Western
"propaganda" and "Zionist influence."

Armenian FElection Fraud Crisis:
Opposition  block  "Strong  Armenia"
demands election annulment, claiming

Nikol Pashinyan's 49.7% win was achieved
through "Western meddling" and "selective
justice."

Global Fertilizer/Famine Warning:
Professor Steve Keane warns that the
disruption of fertilizer exports through
Hormuz could lead to a famine affecting 2
billion people, particularly in the UK and
Global South.

Albanian Anti-Corruption Protests:
10,000+ protesters in Tirana demand the
resignation of Prime Minister Edi Rama
over a corrupt $1.4B resort project on
protected lands.

German Military Rhetoric: The German
Air Force chief is criticized by the Russian
Foreign Ministry for claiming readiness to
attack Caliningrad and Crimea, drawing
comparisons to 1941.
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* US Economic Distress: Trump’s approval
sinks to 38% as gas prices jump 50% and
inflation hits a three-year high.

Historical Revisionism Documentary: A
feature on "Operation Unthinkable" details
1945 British plans to attack the Soviet
Union using Nazi prisoners of war.

* Nigerian-Russian Media Cooperation:
Afia TV CEO discusses bypassing Western
news filters to bring Nigerian audiences a
"direct" view of Russia.

* Ukrainian Conscription Clashes:
Civilians in Kiev clash with recruitment
officers, using pepper spray and physical
violence to prevent forced drafting.

Retaliatory Strikes on Ukraine: Russia
conducts massive strikes on 16 targets in
Kiev, Kharkov, and Dnepropetrovsk,
targeting drone production facilities and
recruitment centers.

Somaliland Embassy Opening:
Somaliland opens an embassy in West
Jerusalem, a move Somalia calls an "assault

on its national interests."

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

