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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

MANEUVERS FOR A LEGACY-

DEFINING NUCLEAR "WALL" WITH

IRAN AT THE G7 SUMMIT, WHILE

FRACTURING RELATIONS WITH

ISRAEL AND INTERNAL IRANIAN

UNREST THREATEN THE FRAGILE

DIPLOMATIC OPENING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June  16,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  moment  in

global geopolitics as the G7 summit in Evian,

France,  becomes  the  staging  ground  for  a

transformative,  albeit  highly  controversial,

diplomatic realignment between the United

States  and  Iran.  The  Trump  administration,

led  by  Vice  President  JD  Vance’s

pronouncement of a "new day" for the Middle

East,  is  aggressively  pushing  a  preliminary

agreement  designed  to  create  a  strategic

"wall"  against  Iranian  nuclear  proliferation.

The  deal,  mediated  by  Qatar  and  Pakistan,

involves the unfreezing of approximately $24

billion in Iranian assets and the potential for a

massive  $300  billion  reconstruction  fund

financed by Arab states, contingent on Iran's

cessation  of  proxy  support,  specifically  for

Hezbollah.  This  maneuver  has  caused  an

unprecedented  public  rift  with  Israel,  as

President  Trump  openly  criticizes  Prime

Minister  Netanyahu for  obstructing the deal

through military escalation in Lebanon.

Simultaneously,  the  Iranian  regime  is

navigating  a  precarious  domestic  landscape

characterized  by  severe  economic  distress

and  a  "neither  war  nor  peace"  military

posture. To maintain social order amidst the

execution  of  at  least  44  political  prisoners

since  the  conflict's  onset,  Tehran  is

weaponizing nationalism, leveraging the Iran

national team's appearance at the 2026 World

Cup  and  promoting  nationalistic  cultural

figures  to  bridge the widening gap between

the state and the public. Internally, the regime

is  moving  toward  an  "Intranet"  model  of

internet  control,  utilizing  white-lists  and

extreme  surveillance  to  suppress  dissent

during this critical diplomatic transition. The

convergence  of  G7 pressure,  Israeli  military

defiance,  and  Iranian  domestic  fragility

creates a high-stakes environment where the

global  energy market  is  currently  pricing in

optimism,  despite  the  significant  risk  of  a

"Black Swan" event re-igniting regional war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The G7 "Evian Accord" Framework

Formal signing of the preliminary US-Iran

agreement  is  scheduled  for  Friday  at  the

remote  Bürgenstock resort  in

Switzerland,  moved  from  Geneva  for

enhanced security and mediation by Qatar

and Pakistan.

The  agreement  reportedly  includes  14

points,  primarily  focusing  on  a  60-day

window for final negotiations, the return of

$24 billion in frozen Iranian assets, and the

lifting  of  certain  energy  and  maritime

sanctions.
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Trump defends the deal as a "wall" against

nuclear weapons, emphasizing that the US

will not invest directly in Iran, shifting that

burden to regional Arab partners.

US-Israel Diplomatic Fracture

President  Trump  has  publicly  rebuked

Prime Minister Netanyahu, accusing him of

acting  irresponsibly and  obstructing

regional peace through continued strikes in

Lebanon.

Trump reportedly threatened to "recall his

planes" if Israel continued to target civilian

infrastructure in Lebanon under the guise

of hunting Hezbollah members.

The  US  has  signaled  a  preference  for

Syrian President Assad's role in countering

Hezbollah,  further  isolating  the  current

Israeli strategic posture.

Iranian  Domestic  Control  and

Nationalism

The  Iranian  government  is  executing  a

"nationalist  pivot,"  using the 2026 World

Cup and the return of popular singers like

Ghias to Tehran to foster a sense of unity

and legitimacy.

Tehran  is  implementing  a  restrictive

"Intranet" model, moving away from simple

filtering to a white-list system that grants

the  state  total  control  over  information

flow.

The state has executed 44 individuals since

the  war  began,  including  19  linked  to

opposition  groups,  signaling  a  zero-

tolerance  policy  for  dissent  during

negotiations.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Hezbollah  and  Israel  remain  locked  in  a

high-intensity  conflict  in  South  Lebanon,

with  Israel  vowing  to  maintain  security

zones indefinitely  regardless  of  US-Iran

negotiations.

The US military  remains  on  high  alert in

the region, maintaining a "neither war nor

peace"  posture  as  a  deterrent  during  the

60-day negotiation window.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The  shift  of  the  signing  ceremony  to

Bürgenstock highlights the Swiss role as a

critical  intermediary and  the  increasing

influence  of  Qatar  and  Pakistan  as

mediators.

European  allies  express  skepticism,

viewing  the  deal  as  a  transactional

"Abraham Accords-style" move by Trump to

secure  a  legacy  win  before  the  US

elections.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Ongoing concerns regarding the Straits of

Hormuz remain central to the G7 talks; the

deal  envisions  a  complete  reopening

without  Iranian-imposed  transit  fees  or

"services" charges.

Reports suggest that underwater fiber optic

cables in  the  Strait  may  have  been

compromised  or  are  being  used  for

surveillance,  adding  a  new  dimension  to

maritime security risks.
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Tech Sovereignty & AI

A  significant  portion  of  the  broadcast

focuses  on  the  global  impact  of  AI  and

robotics on  labor,  with  companies  like

Amazon  reportedly  aiming  for  75%

automation,  highlighting  a  trend  of  tech-

driven social displacement.

Iran's  move  toward  a  national  intranet

represents  a  strategic  effort  to  achieve

information  sovereignty,  insulating  the

domestic  population  from  external  digital

influence.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Legacy-Building  through  Transactional

Diplomacy

The Trump administration's approach to Iran

is  increasingly  framed  as  a  mercantilist

legacy  play.  By  labeling  the  agreement  a

"wall"  rather  than  a  treaty,  Trump seeks  to

avoid the political baggage of the JCPOA while

securing the energy markets. The use of Arab

reconstruction  funds  as  a  "carrot"  for  Iran

indicates  a  shift  toward  a  regional  burden-

sharing  model,  where  the  US  provides  the

diplomatic  umbrella  while  allies  provide  the

capital.  This  trend  suggests  a  long-term US

strategy of managed disengagement, provided

a minimum floor of stability is established in

the energy corridors.

The  Instrumentalization  of  Iranian

Nationalism

Tehran  is  attempting  to  de-couple  the

regime's survival from its ideology, at least

in  the  public  sphere.  By  allowing  "Western-

style"  cultural  events  and  promoting

nationalistic fervor around the World Cup, the

regime is attempting to co-opt a segment of

the  population  that  is  economically  and

politically  exhausted.  This  "nationalist  pivot"

is  a  survival  tactic  designed  to  provide  a

release valve for social tension while the elite

consolidate  power through the  new intranet

and targeted executions.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  internal  stability  of  the  Iranian  state  is

being  held  together  by  a  combination  of

cultural  distraction  and  digital

repression.  The  regime’s  decision  to  allow

formerly "decadent" musical performances in

Tehran and to  leverage the World  Cup as  a

unifying  force  is  seen  by  analysts  as  a

desperate attempt to regain a mandate from a

polarized  public.  However,  the  undercurrent

of instability is profound, as evidenced by the

execution of 44 prisoners since the start of the

conflict—many on  charges  of  "corruption  on

earth"—suggesting  the  regime  is  cleaning

house to prevent internal collapse during the

60-day negotiation period.  Labor strikes and

economic  paralysis  continue  to  threaten  the

core state capacity, forcing leadership to seek

the  very  sanctions  relief  they  once

ideologically opposed.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as  a

fracturing multipolar arena where the US

is actively redefining its alliances. The public

rift with Israel signals a shift from "ironclad"

support to conditional partnership,  based on

regional  stabilization.  Meanwhile,  European

powers  are  framed  as  skeptical  bystanders,

concerned  that  the  US-Iran  deal  is  a  short-

term fix  that  ignores  long-term proliferation

risks.  Iran's  posture  is  one  of  defensive

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260616_173000


maneuvering,  attempting to  project  strength

while  actively  seeking  an  exit  from  the

economic blockade. The reliance on Pakistan

and Qatar as intermediaries underscores the

waning  efficacy  of  traditional  Western-led

diplomatic channels.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global energy market has responded with

cautious optimism to the G7 developments,

with  Brent  crude  prices  dipping  under  $80

per barrel for the first time in over 100 days.

Markets are currently pricing in the potential

return  of  Iranian  oil  to  the  global  supply

chain, despite the damaged infrastructure in

the Persian Gulf.

Key Economic Vectors:

Commodity  Prices: Brent  crude  oil

dropped  to  its  lowest  level  in  months

following Vance’s comments on the US-Iran

deal.

Currency Fluctuations: The Iranian Rial

saw  a  9,000  toman  appreciation in  the

unofficial  market  following  deal  rumors,

though it remains significantly weaker than

pre-war levels.

Reconstruction Capital: A proposed $300

billion reconstruction fund, backed by Arab

oil  states,  is  on  the  table  as  a  primary

incentive for Iranian compliance.

Market Sentiment: Global  stock indices,

particularly in East Asia,  rose on news of

the potential  de-escalation of  the Hormuz

maritime crisis.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The following leadership shifts signal a move

toward  pragmatic  survivalism  and  legacy-

securing within the featured governments.

Benoît  Chambon: Appointed  as  the  new

president  of  the French company Glacier,

replacing  a  predecessor  as  the  company

attempts to rehabilitate an image tarnished

by illegal trading scandals.

JD  Vance: Emerging  as  the  primary

architect  and  face of  the  US-Iran

agreement, signaling his rising prominence

in  the  Trump  administration's  foreign

policy hierarchy.

Benyamin  Netanyahu: Facing  extreme

internal pressure from hardliners within his

government,  his  international  status  has

shifted  from  an  "essential  ally"  to  a

"responsible actor" under scrutiny.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  broadcast  exhibits  a  clear  dual-track

narrative  strategy.  The  lead  story  is

consistently  the  high-level  diplomacy  of  the

G7 summit and the US-Iran deal, framed with

an air  of  "cautious  breakthrough."  However,

this  is  heavily  balanced by segments on the

2026 World Cup and technological features

on AI and glass eel smuggling, which serve

to  distract  from  the  more  grim  domestic

realities in Iran, such as the execution of 44

people and  the  implementation  of  the

national  intranet.  These  "buried"  domestic

stories  are  often  presented as  matter-of-fact

snippets  within  longer,  more  nationalistic

segments. Conspicuously omitted is a detailed

analysis  of  the  environmental  cost of  the

recent  maritime conflict  in  the Gulf,  beyond

the immediate impact on oil shipping.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  transcripts  portray  a  world  shifting

toward  managed  instability,  where

traditional  alliances  are  fraying  in  favor  of

transactional "wins."

COUNTRIES 

United States: Framed as pragmatic and

legacy-focused. Trump is seen as a leader

who wants "to end the Iran war" to secure

his  historical  standing  before  the  next

election.

Iran: Portrayed  as  fragile  but  defiant.

The  regime  is  shown  as  being  forced  to

negotiate  by  economic  collapse  while

maintaining a tough domestic front through

executions and propaganda.

Israel: Framed as an obstructionist ally.

Netanyahu  is  characterized  as

"irresponsible"  by  Trump,  with  the  US

distancing itself from Israeli military goals

in Lebanon.

Switzerland: Portrayed  as  the  neutral,

competent mediator, with its role in the

Bürgenstock  signing  underscoring  its

enduring strategic importance.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Hezbollah: Framed  as  the  primary

regional threat and the central target of

the  G7  reconstruction  fund's

conditionalities.

Amazon: Characterized as a technocratic

force driving  the  automation  trend  that

threatens millions of jobs.

Goodfish: A Russian company highlighted

in an investigative segment as being under

scrutiny  for  eel  smuggling and

circumventing environmental regulations.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The Nationalist Pivot: The Iranian state

is  using  cultural  figures  and  sports  to

reseed  national  legitimacy.  The  delta

between  the  "feel-good"  World  Cup

coverage and the ground truth of ongoing

political executions is stark.

The  Intranet  Transition: Iran's  move

toward a white-list internet is the ultimate

narrative  control  tool,  designed  to

insulate  the  public  from  "psychological

operations"  and  foreign  disinformation

during the 60-day talk window.

Leaked Drafts: The  dissemination  of  the

14-point US-Iran deal framework by Iranian

state  media  appears  to  be  a  preemptive

narrative seeding effort to frame the deal

as a victory for Tehran's resistance.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Israeli  Escalation: Prime  Minister

Netanyahu may choose to escalate strikes

in  Lebanon before  Friday's  signing  as  a

"spoiler" to the Bürgenstock talks, forcing

the US to choose between its ally and the

deal.

The Intranet Crackdown: As the 60-day

negotiation  window  begins,  the  Iranian

regime will likely move from "white-listing"

to a total internet blackout in high-risk

zones  to  prevent  civil  unrest  from  being

coordinated via social media.
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Arab  Capital  as  the  New  Lever: The

success  of  the  deal  depends  entirely  on

Arab  state  funding for  the  $300  billion

reconstruction fund. If Riyadh or Abu Dhabi

balks at the cost, the agreement will likely

collapse,  returning  the  region  to  active

warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  high

volatility  in  energy markets  surrounding the

Friday signing. Domestic unrest in Iran could

spike as the "intranet" is finalized, potentially

leading to  more preemptive  arrests  of  labor

leaders and political activists.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  60-day

negotiation  window  will  see  a  frantic  US

diplomatic  push  to  formalize  the  Evian

Accord.  Israel's  position  within  the  US

alliance will continue to degrade if it remains

in  conflict  with  the  administration's

stabilization goals.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If  the $300 billion

fund materializes, it could transform Iran into

an  economic  proxy  of  the  Gulf

monarchies, fundamentally altering the "Axis

of  Resistance"  and  potentially  leading  to  a

managed regime transition in Tehran over the

next decade.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The Israeli "Black Swan": A major Israeli

strike on Iranian nuclear facilities or Syrian

leadership  during  the  Bürgenstock  talks

could  collapse  the  US-Iran  deal. 

Triggers: Advanced Mossad intelligence on

secret enrichment sites. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Regional  war  and  oil  at  $150.

Mitigations: Direct US military-to-military

deconfliction with Israel.

Iranian  Civil  Collapse: Economic  relief

from the $24 billion unfreezing may come

too  late  to  prevent  mass  civil  unrest. 

Triggers: Hyper-inflation  of  food  prices.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Collapse

of  the  Iranian  state  and  regional  refugee

crisis.  Mitigations: Immediate

humanitarian  aid  as  part  of  the

Bürgenstock framework.

Intranet  Failure: Domestic  opposition  in

Iran finds a way to bypass the new white-

list system,  leading to a "Digital  Spring"

during  the  60-day  negotiation.  Triggers:

Major technical  vulnerabilities  in  the new

intranet.  Likelihood: Low.  Impact:

Political  destabilization  in  Tehran.

Mitigations: Severe local signal jamming.

Hormuz Sabotage: A non-state actor (e.g.,

a  "rogue"  IRGC  faction  or  Al-Qaeda)

attacks  a  tanker to  spike  prices  and

disrupt  G7  unity.  Triggers: Visible  US

military  withdrawal  from  the  Gulf.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Global

energy  shock.  Mitigations: Continued

naval patrols by France and the US.

Arab Disinvestment: Gulf states refuse to

fund the $300 billion fund due to lack of

US  security  guarantees.  Triggers:

Renewed  Iranian  missile  testing.

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Long-term

failure  of  the  US  stabilization  plan.

Mitigations: New US-Arab mutual defense

treaties.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  mention  underwater  fiber

optic  cable  sabotage but  provide  no

technical data on the extent of the damage

or the perpetrator.
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The  exact  role  of  the  Hezbollah

leadership during  these  US-Iran  talks  is

completely  absent,  despite  their  status  as

the deal's primary target for disarmament.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  Russian

reaction to  Trump's  praise  of  Assad  for

"fighting Hezbollah," which would logically

threaten  Moscow's  regional  alliance

structure.

The health  and whereabouts  of  Supreme

Leader  Khamenei are  ignored,  even  as

the regime moves toward a radical shift in

its "resistance" ideology.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Bürgenstock "Honey Pot": The move of

the signing ceremony to a remote location is

not  for  security,  but  to  trap  Iranian

leadership into a situation where the US can

exert extreme psychological or legal pressure

to  force  concessions  beyond  the  14-point

framework. The Pakistan-Qatar mediation may

be a calculated distraction while a far more

punitive deal is prepared behind closed doors.

The Israel-Trump "Shadow Theater": The

public rift between Trump and Netanyahu is

an  elaborate  psychological  operation

designed to convince the Iranian regime that

they  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  secure  a

deal, while in reality, the US and Israel have

already  agreed  on  the  final  red  lines for

military action if the 60-day window fails.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  immediate  high-level

backchannels to Israel to prevent a pre-

signing military strike on Bürgenstock.

Formalize the Qatar-Pakistan mediation

office to  provide  long-term monitoring  of

the 60-day negotiation window.

Initiate  a  regional  maritime  safety

summit to depoliticize transit in the Straits

of Hormuz.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Strategy: Hedge  against  a  20%

volatility  spike in crude oil  prices leading

up to Friday's signing.

Supply  Chain  Logistics: Divert  critical

Hormuz-dependent  shipments  until

maritime fee protocols are clarified by the

new G7/Iran joint commission.

Tech/Cyber  Security: Audit  regional

communication  links  for  sabotage

vulnerabilities following  reports  of

underwater cable interference.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  current  legislative  environment  is

dominated  by  emergency  decrees  and

treaty  fast-tracking to  facilitate  the  G7

diplomacy.  Executive  orders  in  both

Washington and Tehran are being utilized to
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circumvent  traditional  legislative  oversight

during the 60-day crisis window.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

JD  Vance  Press  Briefing: Outlined  the

"New  Day"  Middle  East  framework,

emphasizing  Arab-funded  Iranian

reconstruction.

Swiss  Foreign  Ministry  Briefing:

Confirmed  the  move  of  the  signing

ceremony  to  Bürgenstock for  security

reasons.

Iranian  State  Media  Release:

Disseminated the 14-point deal framework

to  shape  domestic  opinion  ahead  of  the

Friday ceremony.

KEY STORIES

The  Bürgenstock  Signing: The  formal

preliminary US-Iran deal signing is moved

to a remote Swiss resort for security and

mediation purposes.

The $300 Billion Fund: Trump and Vance

propose  an  Arab-funded  reconstruction

plan for  Iran conditional  on ending proxy

support.

Trump-Netanyahu  Public  Rift: Trump

publicly  criticizes  Netanyahu for  Lebanon

strikes,  calling the Israeli  leader's  actions

"irresponsible."

The 44 Executions: Iran has executed at

least  44  people since  the  start  of  the

regional conflict to suppress dissent.

The Intranet Rollout: Iran is transitioning

to  a  white-list  internet  model to  achieve

total information control.

Hormuz  Opening: Leaks  indicate  the

Straits  of  Hormuz  are  fully  reopening

without  fees  as  part  of  the  new  US-Iran

framework.

2026 World Cup Diplomacy: The Iranian

regime is using the World Cup match in

the US as a nationalist rallying point.

Eel Smuggling Investigation: Reports on

the  smuggling  of  glass  eels  to  China

highlight  a  major  illegal  trade  network

involving British and Russian actors.

AI  Workforce  Displacement: Amazon's

goal of 75% automation is cited as a major

trend in global labor instability.

Assad  Praised: Trump  praises  Syrian

leader  Assad  for  his  actions  against

Hezbollah.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify
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relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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