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THE EMERGENCE OF A MULTIPOLAR ORDER FOLLOWING
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APIVOTAL SHIFT: IRAN-US MOU ANNOUNCED, FRAMING A NEW GLOBAL REALITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE TIMELINE
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MARKETS REACT CRISIS HIGHLIGHTED IRANIAN TECH SHOWCASE ~ FRACTURES & ESCALATION
ilitary 0Oil prices drop ~2% to Savings rate hits 2.6%, Gas Unveils Pro SPECT2 cardiac US-Israel rift broadens;
operations, Geneva signing ~$78/barrel in anticipation of prices soar, "K-shaped” system & 76 pharma products; Israeli drone strikes in
Friday, 60-day nuclear talks. Strait of Hormuz reopening. economic divergence. signals resilience under Lebanon violate ceasefire.
sanctions.

THE K-SHAPED GLOBAL REALITY
FROM UNIPOLAR TO & NARRATIVE DIVIDE INFORMATION &
MULTIPOLAR ORDER NARRATIVE WARFARE
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INTERNAL STRENGTH ~ REGIONAL POWER  DIPLOMATIC LEVERAGE
High social cohesion; Viewed as “super Frames MOU as “Total
“Third Imposed War” regional power” & Victory”; Decoupled

unifies public; necessary partner; immediate relief from
internalized tech Operation NAS long-term nuclear issues.
capabilities. establishes new
deterrence.

COGNITIVE BATTLEFIELD
Focus on perceptions; Iran
emphasizes unity, US social
media a "battlefield of
contradictions”.

SHIFTING ALLIANCES
Emerging powers (China,
Russia) seen as reliable
partners by Global South.
EXPOSING NARRATIVES

Iran's Press TV frames MOU
GNIEUTHMJ;Y E.REND as victory; Western outlets spin
ulf states (Saudi, Qat:r, (k as “defeat for Trump®. Bofor
Oman) moving toward Castle story debunked.
strategic neutrality, creating
aregional "buffer zone".
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BEYOND WESTERN HEGEMONY Record inflation, Portrayed as "superpower  Public disagreements Narrative seeding (“Third
Global stage moves to a "world collapsing consumer in decline’, “an:ed to with Israeli leadership; Imposed War” parallel);
of equals”; US can o longer confidence, “apathy’ negotiate” !zy " us g;p:yel's paying Psychological operations &
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sanctions relief definition. excluding US.
5% SABOTAGE RISKS
High risk of Israeli strikes in

Iran to formalize new security

“Petrodollar Collapse” scenario
role in Strait of Hormuz.

if Gulf moves to Yuan;
diversified supply chains.

US DOMESTIC UNREST

Protests may escalate if gas
hits $5.00.

Lebanon or “Black Swan" events
to derail Geneva signing. i MARITIME AUTHORITY ﬂ ECONOMIC DECOUPLING
®

CONCLUSION: THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES MARKS A DEFINING MOMENT, SIGNALING THE ACCELERATED TRANSITION
TO A MULTIPOLAR WORLD WHERE TRADITIONAL POWER DYNAMICS AND ALLIANCES ARE FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPED.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 16, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in global
geopolitics as Iran and the United States
move toward formalizing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to end a conflict
described as the "Third Imposed War." The
day's coverage is dominated by the
announcement of an immedi n

permanent end to military operations on all
fronts, including Lebanon, with a formal
signing ceremony scheduled for Friday in
Geneva. This diplomatic breakthrough is
framed by Iranian media as a strategic victory
for Tehran, which successfully maintained its
sovereignty and infrastructure despite intense
bombardment, while the U.S. is portrayed as a
superpower in decline, forced to the
negotiating table by economic overextension
and the failure of its military objectives.

The convergence of events suggests a "K-
shaped" global reality: while Iran touts
domestic technological breakthroughs in
nuclear medicine and defense, the U.S.

domestic environment is characterized by
record-high inflation, collapsing consumer
confidence, and a growing rift between the
White House and the Israeli leadership. The
international community, led by emerging
powers like China and mediators like
Pakistan, is increasingly viewing Iran as a
"super regional power" and a necessary
partner for stability. Meanwhile, the global oil
market has reacted with falling prices in
anticipation of the reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz, signaling a temporary relief in the
energy crisis triggered by the maritime
blockade.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Formalization of the Iran-US MOU: A
two-phase negotiation process has been
established, beginning with the cessation of
hostilities and the reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz, followed by 60 days of talks
regarding nuclear issues and sanctions
relief.

* Escalation in Lebanon Despite
Ceasefire: Israeli forces continue to
conduct drone strikes and artillery attacks
in southern Lebanon, which Iran asserts is
a violation f h nderstanding,
complicating the path to a final agreement.

* US Domestic Economic Crisis: Analysis
highlights a "K-shaped" economy where the
elite profit from defense stocks while the

working class faces soaring gas prices and
a savings rate that has plunged to 2.6%.

Iranian Technological Resilience: Iran
reports the production of 76
pharmaceutical products and the launch of
the Pro SPECT2 cardiac imaging system,
demonstrating internal development
despite severe sanctions.
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* Fracturing of the US-Israel Alliance:
Public disagreements between President
Trump and Prime Minister Netanyahu over
Lebanon policy signal a widening gap in
military and political objectives.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The day is
defined by the transition from active kinetic
warfare to a "hybrid war" focused on
perceptions and narratives. Iran's Operation
NAS is cited as a new deterrence doctrine
where future aggression will be met with
disproportionate response.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Mediation efforts
by Pakistan and other "friendly countries" are
credited with facilitating the diplomatic
breakthrough. The G7 summit in France is
focused on the fallout of the war and global
economic imbalances.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Italian firms
report losing 1.6 billion euros in export
revenue due to the conflict, while U.S.
taxpayers are reportedly paying $1 billion a
day to sustain the war effort.

Energy Security: The reopening of the Strait
of Hormuz is the primary driver of market
optimism, though experts warn that prices
will remain volatile until the MOU is fully
implemented.

Leadership Dynamics: President Trump is
criticized by his base for his perceived
inability to control Israeli aggression, while
Netanyahu is accused of using the war as a
scapegoat for his corruption trials.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Unipolarity: A recurring theme
is the transition to a multipolar world where
the U.S. can no longer "create facts through
brute force." The failure to achieve regime
change in Iran is likened to the Vietnam War,
marking a terminal decline in U.S. soft and
hard power. Emerging nations in the "Global
South" are increasingly looking toward China
and Russia as more reliable partners.

Internal Internalization of Capabilities:
Iran's ability to develop parallel systems
under pressure is highlighted as a
fundamental failure of the sanctions model. By
turning access into an internal capability, Iran
has insulated itself from the most severe
effects of economic warfare, specifically in
high-tech sectors like nuclear medicine and
drone engineering.

The Weaponization of Narratives: Both
sides are engaged in "cognitive warfare," with
Iran focusing on public unity and resilience,
while U.S. social media is described as a
battlefield of contradictions. The rapid
collapse of the Israeli narrative regarding the
capture of Bofor Castle is used to illustrate
the vulnerability of traditional propaganda in
the age of real-time social media.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The domestic health of the
U.S. is portrayed as extremely fragile. High
energy costs ($4.39/gallon) and inflation have
led to widespread "malais and apathy" among
the population. The administration faces
pressure from both the anti-war left and a
populist right that feels betrayed by continued
support for Israel, leading to a potential "drop
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out" from the economy by disenfranchised
voters.

Iran: In contrast, Iran is depicted as
possessing high levels of social cohesion. The
"Third Imposed War" appears to have unified
the public against foreign aggression,
neutralizing internal dissent that existed
earlier in the year. The government is
leveraging this unity to maintain a hard line in
negotiations, refusing to "sign blank pages."

Israel: Israel is described as facing a
conscription crisis and deep internal divisions.
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s political survival
is linked to the continuation of the war,
creating a conflict of interest between the
state's security and the leader's legal defense.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Arena: The international
system is framed as moving "beyond NATO"
toward a "world of equals" led by the BRICS
states. Iran is positioned at the crossroads of
Eurasia, a "civilization state" that has proven
it can shoot back at U.S. proxies and cause
significant harm to regional energy
infrastructure, thereby forcing a new regional
security architecture.

Strategic Neutralization: Gulf states like
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Oman are seen as
moving toward neutrality. The realization that
U.S. bases are a liability rather than a security
guarantee has led these nations to signal that
they will not allow their territory to be used
for strikes against Iran, effectively creating a
"buffer zone" in the region.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic landscape is characterized by
extreme volatility and a sharp divergence
between defense-sector profits and general
suffering. The war has
fundamentally altered maritime security
calculations, with Iran demonstrating the
ability to block the Strait of Hormuz at will.

consumer

* Commodities: Crude oil dropped 2% to
near $78/barrel; WTI down 3%. Market
optimism is high but cautious.

* Inflation: Gas prices surged 40% since the
war's onset; food and groceries remain top
voter concerns. Consumer Confidence is
below 2008 levels.

* Trade Losses: Italian exports to the
Persian Gulf fell by 52% in March. 1.6
billion euros lost in export revenue.

* Capital Flows: U.S. savings rate at a 2.6%
low; personal fortune of President Trump
reportedly increased by $3.4 billion due to
foreign deals and crypto.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reports highlight significant friction
within the upper echelons of both the U.S. and
Israeli leadership, though no formal
resignations are noted.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a leader
facing political trouble, whose campaign
promises of peace are being undermined by
his own cabinet and Israeli allies.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as a "war
criminal" and "gangster" whosepolitical
future depends on permanent war. He is
seen as the primary obstacle to the
implementation of the MOU.
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* Abbas Araqchi: Iran's Foreign Minister is
the primary architect of the two-phase
negotiation strategy, successfully
decoupling immediate military relief from
long-term nuclear issues.

* The IRGC Leadership: Commanders like
Ismail Kahani are credited  with
maintaining the "resistance front" and
accelerating the perceived collapse of the
Israeli regime.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy of Press TV on June 16
is heavily weighted toward legitimizing the
MOU as a total victory for the Iranian state.
The "Lead Stories" focus on the diplomatic
breakthrough, the "defeat" of the U.S. military,
and the continued "atrocities" committed by
Israel in Lebanon. The emotional tone is one
of nationalistic pride and "cautious optimism."
"Buried Stories" include details on the
specifics of the 12 billion dollars of Iranian
assets to be unfrozen, which are mentioned as
a byproduct of U.S. desperation rather than a
central negotiation point. Conspicuous
Omissions include any detailed discussion of
Iranian military casualties or the specifics of
the "failed foreign-backed riots" mentioned as
part of the "three victories" in under a year.
The network also avoids any critical analysis
of the long-term concessions Iran might have
to make regarding its nuclear enrichment
levels during the upcoming 60-day window.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts frame the global stage as an
arena where moral and military superiority

have decoupled from traditional Western
hegemony.

* Iran: Portrayed as strong, principled, and
technologically advanced. Example: "Iran

walked away with a strengthened leverage

over the straight of hormos."

* United States: Characterized as weak,
declining, and hypocritical. Example: "The
American dream is long over... the global
south is just thinking about how to not be
crushed by the United States."

* Israel: Framed as chaotic, rogue, and a
"liability" to its allies. Example: "Netanyahu
used the war in Lebanon as a escape goat
to deflect from his corruption trials."

* China: Portrayed as a stable, cordial, and
rational new power center. Example:
"Chinese just received them... they are

treated well but not special."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT
A high-intensity information warfare
environment is evident, with "Expose"

segments specifically analyzing how major
Western outlets like the New York Times
shape conflict narratives. Narrative seeding is
apparent in the repeated use of terms like
"Third Imposed War," drawing a historical
parallel to the Iran-Iraq war to frame current
events as external aggression rather than
regional rivalry. Psychological operations are
identified in the Israeli release of wvictory
footage from Bofor Castle, which Iran-aligned
media quickly counter-branded as a "media
stunt." The delta between media spin and
ground truth is most evident in the reporting
on the MOU: Western sources are quoted as
seeing it as a "defeat for Trump," while
Iranian sources frame it as a "victory for the
Resistance," suggesting both sides are
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spinning the same document to satisfy
domestic audiences.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Neutrality Trend: Gulf states will
likely continue their pivot toward strategic
neutrality, further eroding the U.S.

"Operation Freedom" regional framework.

* Kinetic Re-ignition: Given the continued
Israeli strikes in Lebanon, there is a high
probability that hostilities will resume
before the Friday signing, potentially
derailing the MOU.

* Economic Decoupling: The
"internalization" of Iranian technology will
likely lead to a new export market for
Iranian-made medical and defense
equipment in the Global South, competing
with Western high-cost systems like SPECT.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect
significant volatility in oil prices and
potential "Black Swan" events in Lebanon
designed to sabotage the Geneva signing
on Friday. Domestic protests in the U.S.
may escalate as gas prices hit the $5.00
mark.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 60-day
nuclear negotiation window will be
characterized by intense '"legal warfare"
over the definition of sanctions relief. Iran
will likely attempt to formalize its new

maritime security authority in the Persian
Gulf.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift
in regional alliances where Iran, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey form a new security
bloc that excludes the U.S., potentially
ending the era of the Abraham Accords.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current environment is fraught with
systemic risks that could collapse the fragile
peace process.

Collapse of the Lebanon Ceasefire:
Triggers: Continued Israeli "double-tap"
strikes in southern Lebanon. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Immediate resumption of
kinetic warfare between Iran and Israel.
Mitigations: Explicit commitment from the

U.S. to cut arms funding if violations

continue.

U.S. Economic Contagion: Triggers: Gas
prices exceeding $5.00/gallon leading to a
general strike or civil unrest. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Total withdrawal of U.S.
diplomatic capacity as leadership focuses
on domestic survival. Mitigations:
Immediate stimulus checks for the working
class.

Israeli "False Flag" Operations:
Triggers: A mossad-led security operation
designed to blame Iran and stop the MOU.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Irreparable breach of trust between the
U.S. and Iran. Mitigations: International
verification of all security incidents by
neutral parties like China or Pakistan.

Supply Chain Shock in Europe: Triggers:
Failure to fully reopen the Strait of
Hormuz. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Bankruptcy of thousands of SMEs in Italy
and Germany. Mitigations: Lifting of
sanctions on Russian energy to provide a
temporary alternative.
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* Radicalization of the Resistance Front:
Triggers: Perceived betrayal of Lebanon in
the final MOU text. Likelihood: Low-
Moderate. Impact: Hezbollah conducting

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Strategic Stall" Hypothesis: The

independent strikes beyond the MOU

framework. Mitigations: Ensuring
Lebanon's sovereignty is a "red line" in the
final document.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to provide ground
truth data on the actual damage sustained
by Iranian infrastructure during the 38-day
bombardment, which is necessary to assess
true resilience.

There is a lack of perspective from the U.S.
State Department or Pentagon, leaving
the "U.S. is losing" narrative entirely
unvetted by opposing official sources.

The specific concessions Iran is prepared
to make on nuclear enrichment are
completely absent, creating a blind spot in
the long-term feasibility of the 60-day
negotiation phase.

No coverage of the humanitarian
situation inside Iran—only reports of
"millions in the streets" and "resilience"—
ignores the likely severe impact of the
blockade on basic civilian needs.

The role of Russia in the current conflict is
minimized, despite its likely involvement in
the "multipolar" coordination mentioned in
passing.

MOU is not a genuine peace deal but a
tactical pause by the U.S. to re-arm Israel
and stabilize its domestic economy before a
larger summer offensive.

The "Netanyahu Coup": The rift between
Trump and Netanyahu is a "good cop, bad
cop" ruse to force Iran into a false sense of
security while Israel preparations for a
decapitation strike on Iranian leadership
proceed independently.

Black Swan - The "Petrodollar
Collapse": A sudden announcement by the
Gulf states to move oil trade to the Yuan
following the MOU could trigger a total
collapse of the U.S. dollar, rendering the
U.S. military unable to fund its regional
presence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Transition from traditional naval

doctrines to asymmetric defense models
capable of countering low-cost ababil
drones that have neutralized billion-dollar
systems.

e Economic: Pivot trade infrastructure

toward BRICS members to bypass the

vulnerability of U.S.-dominated supply
chains.

* Diplomatic: Formalize the "Neutrality

Pact" for the Gulf states to create a

sustainable regional buffer zone.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Diversify high-value
manufacturing away from West Asia to

mitigate the 50% export drops seen in the

Italian manufacturing sector.

* Energy: Prepare for a long-term shift in
the global oil price baseline as the Strait of
Hormuz enters a new era of Iranian
administrative control.

* Tech Allocation: Opportunities in
"sanction-proof" medical and industrial
technologies, following the Iranian model of
internalizing high-tech production.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the validation
of the MOU and responding to the ongoing
military violations in Lebanon. Both the
Iranian and Pakistani parliaments were active
in defining the legal parameters of the new
peace.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* The Tehran-Washington Memorandum
(MOU): A legal framework for the
immediate cessation of all military
operations on all fronts. Strategic intent: To

provide a de-escalation path for the U.S.

while securing Iranian regional interests.

* Pakistan Parliament Resolution: A
formal welcoming of the MOU as a
"milestone for global peace." Strategic
intent: To position Pakistan as a key

diplomatic broker in the new multipolar

order.

* U.K. Court of Appeals Verdict: Upholding
the ban on Palestine action groups.
Strategic intent: To suppress internal
dissent regarding the war under pressure
from Zionist interest groups.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* G7 Summit - France: High-level

discussions on the economic fallout of the
Iran war. Strategic intent: To coordinate

Western response to the fracturing global

economy.

* Iran Foreign Ministry Briefing: Outline

of the two-phase negotiation plan. Strategic

intent: To manage public expectations

regarding nuclear talks.

e U.S. Presidential Press Conference

(G7): President Trump's criticism of
Netanyahu. Strategic intent: To distantiate
the administration from Israeli ceasefire
violations.

KEY STORIES

e Formal Announcement of Iran-US

MOU: Iran and the US agree to end the
war, starting with a Friday signing in
Geneva and 60 days of subsequent nuclear
talks.

e Israeli Ceasefire Violations in Lebanon:

Despite the deal, Israeli forces conduct 48
violations, including drone strikes in
Nabatia, killing 4 civilians.

* Global Oil Price Drop: Prices fall 2%

toward $78/barrel on hopes of reopening
the Strait of Hormuz.

* US Domestic Economic Collapse:

Savings rate drops to 2.6%; inflation
continues to crush mainstreet USA.

e Ttalian Export Crisis: Italian SMEs report

1.6 billion euros in losses due to the West
Asia conflict.

e Iran's Pro SPECT2 Breakthrough:

Development of a low-cost, high-precision

cardiac imaging machine despite sanctions.
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e G7 Summit in France: World leaders
meet to discuss the "terminal decline" of

U.S. power and the new multipolar reality.

* Operation NAS and New Deterrence:
The IRGC announces a shift in strategy
where any attack will be met with
disproportionate missile responses.

* Gaza Death Toll Milestone: Casualties in
Gaza exceed 7,300 deaths and 173,000
injured since October 2023.

e The Bofor Castle Information War:
Conflict over media narratives as Israel's
"capture" of the castle is debunked by

Resistance footage.

* Strait of Hormuz Maritime Movements:
Live maps show increased vessel movement
as the naval blockade begins to ease.

* Trump-Netanyahu Rift: President Trump
expresses "frustration" over Netanyahu's
policies during the G7 summit.

* Pakistan Mediatory Role: Prime Minister
Shahbas Sharif hails the MOU as a result of
Islamabad's diplomatic efforts.

* US Ambassador "Moral Debt"
Comments: Mike Huckaby's assertion that
Christians are spiritually enslaved to
support Israel causes online debate.

* The Myth of the Iron Dome: Analysis of
how $500 Ababil drones successfully
targeted the multi-billion dollar defense
system.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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