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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

POLAND: ESCALATING HYBRID THREATS
& DOMESTIC FISSURES (JUNE 2026)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Security landscape
dominated by assassination fallout. G7 diplomacy.
aims for military breakthrough. Domestic

friction complicates strategic messaging.

Assassination of Dissident
Siemion Skrepiecki
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Mafia-style execution in Biata Podlaska.
Two Belarusians detained.
Russian psy-op to terrorize opposition.

G7 Summit & Realignment

Zelensky meets Trump (Evian).
Productive talks on military aid. Poland
offers MiG-29s for advanced drone tech.

“Doctor Millionaire” Scandal
Public outc? over 1.6M
PLN salary for junior
doctor. PM Tusk
announces emergency
legislative oversight.

Erosion of Public Order

Paramilitary “citizen patrols” harass
foreigners. Poznai mayor assaulted by
ecological extremists.

Privatization of Border Security
Vigilantism capitalizes on
anti-immigrant sentiment. Threatens
state monopoly on force.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
& MILITARIZATION

Armed Conflict

Dzielny Dzik (6,500

soldiers) tests Suwalki
J Gar defense.

Baltops 2026

demonstrates NATO

interoperability.

Diplomacy &
Statecraft
Poland pushes for
permanent U.S.
military base.

G7 agrees to new
sanctions

on Russia.

Leadership Dynamics
PKOI (Olympic Committee)
leadership collapse after
vote of no confidence.
Internal disputes over
“Sejf* military program.

Weaponized Healthcare &
Trust Erosion

“Doctor Millionaire" framed as systemic failure.

Risks alienating medical community.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Partisan Polarization

High degree of partisan polarization.
Mutual accusations of weaponizing
history.

Street-Level Tensions

Assault on Mayor Jaskowiak. “Citizen
patrols” at transit hubs. Institutional
decay within bodies like PKOI.

Energy Sovereignty vs.
Ru¥al NIMB! is‘r¥|

Conflict between national energy drive and
local resistance to green transition.

RISK ASSESSMENT & FUTURE OUTLOOK

Strategic Foresight Timeline

Short Term
(1-4 Weeks):
Heatwave strain,
increased patrol

Risk Assessment Matrix

Long Term (1-5 Year:
F-35 & Orka subs shift
Baltic power balance.

Poland as regional

activity. security leader.

O O

Medium Term
(1-6 Months):
NATO Ankara summit
decisive for US base.
Taiwanese investment
site prep.

High Likelihood Impact

Recommendations &
Legislative Roundup

Statecraft Private Sector Bills

Diplomacy: Secure MiG-29/Drone swap.
Security: Disband paramilitary units.
Private Sector: Shift supply chains away
from Channel.

Bills: Medical Wage Transparency, EU
Airline Rights, UK Social Media Ban,
Same-Sex Union Transcription.
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POLAND FACES ESCALATING
HYBRID THREATS AMID
DIPLOMATIC REALIGNMENT AND
DEEPENING DOMESTIC FISSURES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The security landscape of June 16, 2026, is
dominated by the fallout from the
assassination of a high-profile Russian
dissident on Polish soil, an event that security
experts have characterized as a professional
execution and a significant escalation in
Russia's hybrid warfare against the West. This
breach of sovereignty occurs against the
backdrop of the G7 summit in Evian, where
President Zelensky and Donald Trump held
productive meetings aimed at securing a
military breakthrough. Poland is currently
leveraging its high defense spending to
negotiate a permanent U.S. military presence,
though domestic political friction between the
Chancellery and the Ministry of Defense
continues to complicate the strategic
messaging.

Domestically, the government is embroiled in
a systemic crisis within the healthcare sector
following revelations of astronomical salaries
for junior doctors, leading to urgent

legislative proposals for wage transparency.
Public order is further strained by the
emergence  of patrols"” and
paramilitary groups harassing foreigners at
major transit hubs, alongside localized but
fierce resistance to renewable energy
infrastructure in rural areas. These internal
vulnerabilities—polarization, institutional
corruption, and civil unrest—are increasingly
intersecting with external threats, creating a
complex risk environment as Poland prepares
for the 2027 election cycle.

"citizen

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Assassination of Russian Dissident

Siemion Skrepiecki

* Siemion Skrepiecki (Robert Kuzowkow), a
prominent critic of Putin and Kadyrov, was
killed in a mafia-style execution in Biatla
Podlaska, receiving five shots, including
two while he was on the ground.

» Police have detained two Belarusian
citizens near the Belarusian consulate,
though charges have not yet been filed as
the manhunt for the primary shooter
continues.

* Security analysts view the hit as a Russian
psy-op intended to terrorize opposition
figures living in exile and demonstrate the
reach of the Kremlin’s "long arm" within
NATO territory.

G7 Summit and the Zelensky-Trump
Realignment

* President Zelensky met with Donald Trump
at the G7 summit in Evian, with both
leaders describing the talks as productive

and breakthrough regarding future military
aid.
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* European leaders are attempting to project KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
a united front to convince the U.S.
administration that Ukraine remains a Armed Conflict & Militarization

viable and necessary strategic partner.
* Poland has launched the Dzielny Dzik

(Brave Boar) exercise involving 6,500
soldiers and 200 units of equipment to test
the defense of the Suwatki Gap.

* A significant technological swap is being
negotiated: Poland is prepared to transfer
its remaining MiG-29 fleet to Ukraine in
exchange for advanced Ukrainian drone

technology. e Simultaneously, the Baltops 2026 naval

exercise is demonstrating NATO's maritime

The "Doctor Millionaire"  Systemic interoperability and counter-drone
Scandal capabilities in the Baltic.

Russia's Admiral Grigorowicz frigate fired

warning shots at a British yacht in the
English Channel, further straining naval

* Public outcry followed the disclosure that a
28-year-old doctor, Dawid Kacprzyk, earned
1.6 million PIN in a single year despite

lacking a specialization. tensions.
* Prime Minister Tusk has announced an Diplomacy & Statecraft
emergency legislative project to grant the
Ministry of Health and NFZ oversight into * The Polish government is pushing for a
medical salaries across all public and ermanent U.S. military base, with high-
private contracts. level talks occurring between Defense
Minister Kosiniak-Kamysz and the U.S.
Erosion of Public Order and Paramilitary Secretary of War.
Vigilantism e The G7 has agreed to new sanctions

against the Russian military-industrial
complex and the "shadow fleet" used to
transport oil.

* The group "Fundacja Armagedon Bronimy
Polskiej Granicy" has been harassing and

checking documents of foreigners at

Warsaw Central Station while wearing

Leadership Dynamics & Governance
paramilitary uniforms.

« Police are investigating the legality of these * The Polish Olympic Committee (PKOI) is
"citizen patrols," which have been linked to facing a leadership collapse, with delegates
anti-migrant rhetoric and past attacks on passing a vote of no confidence against
migrant hostels. President Radostaw Piesiewicz.

« In Poznan, Mayor Jacek Jaskowiak was * Internal disputes over the "Sejf" (Safe)
assaulted with a cake during a city council military ~program continue, with the
session, an act he blamed on political opposition accusing the government of
radicalization by ecological extremists. blocking domestic funds in favor of foreign

loans.
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Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Poland's LGBT community is seeing mixed
legal progress; while some local offices are
transcribing foreign marriage certificates,
others are refusing, leading to a
fragmented legal reality.

* New EU regulations will force airlines to

compensate passengers more reliably for

delays over three hours, with mandatory
notification of rights.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Privatization of Border Security and
Surveillance

A disturbing trend is emerging where non-
state actors are attempting to usurp state
functions. The presence of paramilitaries at
Warsaw Central Station, identifying as
"border defenders," signals a
vigilantism that capitalizes on anti-immigrant
sentiment. This activity occurs even as the
state conducts large-scale maneuvers like
"Dzielny Dzik," creating a jarring contrast
between official high-tech defense and
unofficial, low-tech harassment in the public
square. This development suggests a
degradation of the state’s monopoly on force
and the potential for increased civil unrest if
not checked by law enforcement.

growing

Weaponized Health Care and the Erosion
of Professional Trust

The "doctor millionaire" scandal is not merely
an isolated case of greed but is being framed
as a systemic failure of the healthcare
funding model. By highlighting the 1.6m PLN
salary of an unspecialized doctor, the network
is seeding a narrative that justifies aggressive
state intervention in professional earnings.

This trend risks alienating the medical
community and could lead to a "brain drain" if
not handled delicately, yet it serves as a
powerful political tool to channel public
frustration toward "privileged" elites.

Energy Sovereignty vs. Rural NIMBYism

Conflict is sharpening between the national
drive for energy independence and local
communities. Protests in Szczawin Koscielny
against biogas plants and wind farms reveal
that the "green transition" is hitting a wall of
local resistance based on fears of property
devaluation and health impacts. The
government’s reliance on KPO funds to drive
these projects is meeting local political
gridlock, where mayors (wdjts) and residents
are increasingly at odds, potentially stalling
critical infrastructure targets.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Poland is suffering from a high degree of
partisan polarization, which was vividly
illustrated by the debate between Jozefa
Szczurek-Zelazko and Paulina Piechna-
Wieckiewicz. The dialogue was characterized
by mutual accusations of distrust in
international programs (like the Safe
program) and the weaponization of history,
such as the debate over stripping President
Zelensky of the Order of the White Eagle due
to his naming of military units after UPA

figures.

This polarization extends to the street level.
The assault on Mayor Jaskowiak in Poznan
escalated from verbal aggression to physical
violence, a trajectory that local leaders fear
will lead to more
Simultaneously, the central government is
struggling with institutional decay within
bodies like the PKOIl, where allegations of

extreme outcomes.
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financial mismanagement and  political
cronyism have paralyzed Polish sport's
governing body.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The network portrays a world that is
dangerously unstable but offers a narrowing
window for Polish strategic gain. The framing
of the Zelensky-Trump meeting suggests that
Poland views the U.S. as a transactional
partner; Poland's strategy is to be the "best
customer" of the U.S. defense industry to
ensure security guarantees. This "defense
statecraft" is aimed at securing a permanent
troop presence of at least 5,000 soldiers,
moving beyond the current rotational model.

Simultaneously, the English Channel incident
and the Skrepiecki murder reinforce the
framing of Russia as an asymmetric foe that
respects no boundaries. Poland is positioning
itself as the security anchor of the Eastern
Flank, testing its rapid deployment
capabilities through the "Dzielny Dzik"
exercise to signal to both Moscow and NATO
allies that the Suwatki Gap will be defended
with high-tech armor and Borsuk infantry
fighting vehicles.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is marked by a
transition away from crisis-era subsidies
toward a more regulated and transparent
market, though high-level corruption and
wage disparity are causing significant friction.

* Fuel Subsidies Phase-Out: The
government has begun winding down the

CPN_package, with the excise tax break
expiring today. The VAT reduction on fuel

will remain only until the end of June.

* Electromobility Investment:
Electromobility Poland is partnering with a
Taiwanese giant to build a factory in
Jaworzno, projected to create 4,000 jobs
and produce 400,000 vehicles annually.

* Resource Security: A Canadian mining
firm has debuted on the Warsaw exchange
to extract copper and silver in Lubuskie,
partnering with KGHM.

* National Debt: Concerns were raised
about municipal debt, with one local gmina
facing a 11 million PLN deficit, illustrating
broader fiscal
government level.

strain at the local

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership shifts are currently driven by a
purge of the previous administration's
appointees and responses to high-profile
scandals.

* PKOl (Polish Olympic Committee):
Radostaw Piesiewicz is facing an imminent
removal following a 2/3 majority vote of no
confidence. The organization has filed

notifications regarding

"unauthorized voting" during the session.

criminal

* Judiciary: Minister of Justice Waldemar

Zurek has suspended Judge fukasz Piebiak

due to his involvement in the "heaters'
affair" and alleged document forgery.

* Healthcare: The resignation of Dawid
Kacprzyk from the Civic Coalition
highlights the political fallout from the
medical salary scandal.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial stance is fear-
inducing and nationalistic. The Skrepiecki
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assassination was treated with maximum
urgency, framed as a direct hit on Polish
security. This was followed closely by military
exercises and Zelensky’s diplomacy,
reinforcing a "besieged fortress" narrative
where only high-tech defense and American
alliances provide safety. The "doctor
millionaire" story was used as a distractor to
channel populist anger, while domestic civil
union rights and ecological protests were
given secondary, more skeptical coverage.
Conspicuous include detailed
reporting on the specific terms of the U.S.-
Iran deal and any critique of Poland’s own
intelligence failures that allowed the
Skrepiecki murder to occur.

omissions

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

World leaders are characterized by their
utility to Polish security and their perceived
strength or weakness in the face of Russian
aggression.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a
transactional strongman who is being
"charmed" by Zelensky but remains the
only figure capable of exerting decisive
"political pressure" on Russia. He is
described as a leader whose style, while
"narcissistic" to some, doesn't bother Poles.

* Vladimir Putin: Framed as a weakening
foe whose "long hands" are still dangerous
but whose military is "losing many people"
and failing to defend its own qail refineries
against Ukrainian drones.

* Karol Nawrocki: Implicitly framed as a
competent diplomat who can navigate
the Trump administration better than the

government, having "better

relations" with American officials.

current

* Emmanuel Macron: Portrayed as a
symbolic leader prioritizing "unity" and
"relaxation" but lacking the hard power

leverage of the U.S. Macron greeted
Zelensky at the door to create an image of

solidarity.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day was thick with narrative seeding
and countermeasures against disinformation.
The network actively debunked Al-generated
images of a Hitler-like figure at a soccer
match, which had gained 3 million views on
social media, identifying it as a deliberate
"psy-op" to stoke outrage. Similarly, Poznan's
Mayor Jaskowiak warned that "bots" from the
Konfederacja and parties are
organizing internet hate to destabilize
municipal leadership. The state is also
warning citizens against a fake narrative that
the government will force them to house
migrants in their private apartments.

Razem

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Skrepiecki hit will likely trigger a
crackdown on Belarusian and Russian
networks in eastern Poland, potentially
including the closure of further consulates.

* The Zelensky-Trump meetings may lead to
a sudden shift in the front lines if
Ukraine receives the requested Patriot
batteries and completes the MiG-29 swap
in the next quarter.

The healthcare salary caps will face a
constitutional challenge from medical
unions, potentially leading to a national
strike if junior doctors' pay is severely
curtailed.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
spike in emergency room visits and
infrastructure strain as a severe heatwave
with temperatures up to 34°C hits Poland.
Law enforcement will likely
patrols at transit hubs to
paramilitary activity.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The NATO
summit in Ankara will be the decisive
moment for the permanent U.S. base
decision. The
semiconductor and EV investments will

increase
suppress

new Taiwanese

begin formal site preparations, altering
local labor markets.
Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland's

transition to Orka-class submarines and
F-35 fighters will fundamentally shift the
balance of power in the Baltic, making
Poland the regional "security leader."

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Russian Hit Squad Proliferation:
Foreign agents are successfully executing
political hits on Polish soil. Triggers:
Presence of visible opposition figures in
border towns. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe erosion of trust in the Polish
security services and potential
international isolation. Mitigations:
Immediate relocation of high-risk dissidents
to secured facilities and increased
electronic surveillance of the Belarusian
border.

Vigilante Violence at Transit Hubs:
Unchecked paramilitary groups harassing
"foreign-looking" individuals. Triggers:
High-profile crime attributed to a migrant.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Civil unrest
and damage to Poland’s international
reputation  as a safe destination.
Mitigations: Aggressive prosecution under
Article 227 for impersonating officials.

Infrastructure Gridlock: Rural opposition
stalling the "Safe" and green energy
programs. Triggers: Court rulings favoring
biogas plants. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Failure to meet energy independence and
climate targets. Mitigations: Financial
"local content" incentives for impacted
Digital Radicalization of Youth: Junior-
aged users accessing extreme content and
pornography at record rates. Triggers:
Failure of the UK-style social media ban to
gain traction. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Long-term  psychological trauma and
vulnerability to grooming by extremist
groups. Mitigations: Mandatory digital
hygiene education and age verification
software.

Maritime Escalation in the Channel/
Baltic: Warning shots and "shadow fleet"
maneuvers. Triggers: Enforcement of new
G7 sanctions on oil transport. Likelihood:
Medium-High. Impact: Direct
skirmish involving NATO
Mitigations: Deployment of unmanned
underwater vehicles to monitor transit
lanes.

naval
vessels.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts fail to address how the
killer of Skrepiecki managed to vanish so
effectively in a high-security border region.
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e There is no mention of the specific
counter-offers Russia might be making to
the U.S. administration to sabotage the
"permanent base" plan.

* The financial details of the Taiwanese EV
deal are omitted, specifically regarding
how much public KPO money is being
subsidized vs. private capital.

* The legal status of the same-sex couples'

tax obligations remains unclear, despite the

discussion on transcribing certificates.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Managed Escalation" Hypothesis:
The Skrepiecki murder was not a Russian
intelligence failure on Poland’s part, but a
deliberate "passive" allowance to secure
the "permanent U.S. base" narrative by
proving the imminent threat.

* The "Salami Slicing" of Social Media:
The social media ban for under-16s is
actually a precursor to broad internet
censorship aimed at the 2027 election,
using child safety as a "Trojan horse" for
political control.

* Black Swan - The "Suwalki Coup": A
"citizen patrol" group, emboldened by their
presence at transit hubs, attempts to seize
control of a local government office
during a border crisis, sparking a domestic
security crisis that requires the military to
turn inward.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Diplomacy: Secure the MiG-29/Drone
swap immediately while the Zelensky-
Trump relationship is in a "warm" phase.

* Security: Disband the "Fundacja
Armagedon" and similar units before they
gain the tactical capacity to interfere with
Dzielny Dzik style maneuvers.

* Social: Adopt the UK social media model
but prepare for a significant black-market
app economy to emerge among youth.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Shift logistics routes away
from the English Channel during peak
Russian naval activity periods to avoid
warning shot delays.

e Compliance: Medical providers must
immediately overhaul payroll auditing to

comply with the Tusk transparency project.

» Capital Allocation: Focus on
semiconductor infrastructure in southern
Poland as the government prioritizes this
hub for national security.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance is currently defined by a flurry of
emergency measures targeting
inequality and adapting to new European
digital and transport standards.

systemic
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Medical Wage Transparency Act:
Proposed by PM Tusk to give the state full

it rights over all medical sector
earnings to prevent "millionaire junior
doctors."

EU Airline Passenger Rights Reform:
New rules requiring automatic
compensation (250-600€) for delays and
banning "return flight cancellation" if the
first leg is missed.

UK Social Media Ban (under 16s): A
radical proposal by Keir Starmer to ban
social media access for children, which the
Polish government is observing as a
potential model.

Same-Sex Union transcription: Debate
over a project for "closest persons" to
formalize legal duties without granting full
marriage status, though legal confusion
remains.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* National Security Committee Meeting:
Secret session at MON to discuss
infrastructure for 5,000 U.S. troops and
their families.

* PKOl General Assembly: Vote of no

confidence resulting in the collapse of the
Piesiewicz leadership.

KEY STORIES

* The Biala Podlaska Execution: Russian
artist and critic Siemion Skrepiecki was
gunned down in broad daylight. Two
Belarusians detained near the
consulate. Police are analyzing video from
car dashcams to find the shooter.

were

Evian G7 Diplomacy: Zelensky meets
Trump and Macron. Focus on Patriot
missile production in Ukraine and new
sanctions on the Russian oil refinery
network.

Poznan Cake Attack: Mayor Jaskowiak
was struck in the face with a cake during a
budget session. He blamed radical eco-
groups and called the attackers "chaff."

Doctor Pay Scandal: Junior doctor Dawid
Kacprzyk’s 1.6m PLN income has sparked a
national debate on healthcare reform and
salary caps.

Suwalki Gap Defense: Exercise "Dzielny
Dzik" involves 6,500 troops and tested
Borsuk IFVs swimming for the first time in
combat simulations.

Station Harassment: The
Armagedon"
passport checks at Warsaw Central Station,
targeting foreigners.

"Fundacja
is conducting unauthorized

English Channel Skirmish: A Russian
frigate fired on a British yacht. The

Ministry of Defense is investigating the
breach of maritime safety rules.

Social Media Ban: UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer has proposed a ban on
under-16s using social media, citing
concerns over mental health and addictive
algorithms.

Gridlock: Debate
continues over transcribing certificates,
with Zakopane officials initially refusing
before courts intervened.

Same-Sex Union

Mszana Dolna Murder-Suicide: A 19-
year-old girl was killed by her ex-partner,
who then committed suicide in a nearby
forest, sparking a massive drone and
helicopter search.
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* Wimbledon Wild Card: Tennis player
Maja Chwalinska has received a wild card
for the main draw after her success at
Roland Garros.

* Biogas Plant Protests: Residents in
Szczawin Koscielny are locking horns with
local government over the siting of
industrial-scale biogas facilities near
schools.

* Taiwanese Megafactory: Plans were
finalized for a 4,000-job electric vehicle
factory in Jaworzno using KPO funds.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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