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POLAND SPEARHEADS

HEALTHCARE TRANSPARENCY AND

PERMANENT NATO PRESENCE

AMID A LANDMARK US-IRAN

NUCLEAR MEMORANDUM AND

HIGH-STAKES SABOTAGE ON

RUSSIAN ENERGY

INFRASTRUCTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  broadcast  day  of  June  18,  2026,  is

dominated by the convergence of a localized

systemic  corruption  scandal  in  the  Polish

healthcare sector and a seismic shift in global

security  architecture.  Domestically,  the

"Doctor  Millionaire"  scandal  at  the  Warsaw

Southern  Hospital—involving  29-year-old

Dawid  Kacprzyk—has  catalyzed  a

government-led push for radical transparency

in  medical  earnings,  with  Prime  Minister

Donald  Tusk and  Speaker  Włodzimierz

Czerzasty leveraging  the  crisis  to  propose

salary caps and e-registry systems to combat

"pathologies"  and  alleged  "VIP  lounges"  for

political  elites.  This  domestic  institutional

decay  is  contrasted  by  Poland's  aggressive

posture  on  the  eastern  flank,  where  the

government is  lobbying for  a permanent US

base while committing nearly 5% of  GDP to

defense,  positioning  the  nation  as  NATO’s

primary security anchor against a backdrop of

US strategic reviews.

Internationally, the "Versailles Memorandum"

signed between the United States and Iran

has  introduced  a  fragile  60-day  window  for

nuclear  de-escalation,  promising  the

reopening of the Strait of Hormuz and $300

billion in reconstruction funds. However, the

deal  is  viewed  with  profound  skepticism  by

Israel and European allies, who fear it lacks

robust  balistic  missile  constraints.

Simultaneously,  the  war  in  Ukraine  has

entered  a  phase  of  high-visibility  economic

sabotage,  with  Ukrainian  drones  repeatedly

striking  the  Kapotnia  refinery near  Moscow,

causing severe fuel shortages in the Russian

capital.  This  external  conflict  has  bled  into

Polish territory through the high-profile arrest

of a "Georgian" hitman in Piastowo, suspected

of executing a Russian dissident under orders

from  the  Kremlin  or  Kadyrov’s  Chechen

apparatus.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Warsaw  "Doctor  Millionaire"

Scandal: Investigations  into  29-year-old

resident  Dawid  Kacprzyk  reveal  annual

earnings  exceeding  1.6  million  PLN  and

alleged "VIP  rooms"  for  politicians  at  the

Warsaw Southern Hospital,  leading to the

dismissal  of  the  entire  hospital  board

following an audit.

US-Iran  Nuclear  Breakthrough:

Presidents  Donald  Trump  and  Masud

Pezeshkian signed a 14-point memorandum

in  Versailles,  establishing  a  60-day

negotiation  period to  end  the  nuclear

standoff and lift maritime blockades.

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_210000_Panorama_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_210000_Panorama_dnia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_132700_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_082700_Prognoza_pogody
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_054200_Agropogoda
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260618_054200_Agropogoda


Dissident Assassination and Sabotage:

Polish  authorities  arrested  a  suspect  in

Piastowo  linked  to  the  professional

execution  of  Russian  dissident  Siemion

Skrypecki  in  Biała  Podlaska,  while

Ukrainian  drones  severely  damaged the

Moscow oil refinery for the third time in a

month.

EU  Migration  Policy  Hardens: The

European  Parliament  passed  a

controversial  regulation  allowing  for  the

creation  of  "Return  Hubs"  in  non-EU

countries  to  expedite  the  deportation of

illegal migrants.

Permanent  US  Military  Basing  in

Poland: The  Polish  government  officially

proposed the creation of a permanent US

military  base,  with  the  US  Pentagon

initiating  a  six-month  review of  its

European force posture.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

Poland  is  pushing  for  the  expansion  of

rotational US forces (5,000 soldiers) into a

permanent  garrison to  deter  Russian

aggression.

The Polish Ministry of Defense is finalizing

the  "Orka"  submarine  program  and  the

"Safe"  mechanism  for  joint  military

procurement totaling 120 billion PLN.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:

Elite infighting has intensified as the ruling

coalition  uses  the  healthcare  scandal  to

accuse  the  opposition  (PiS)  of  creating

"special privileges" for its leaders, such as

Jarosław Kaczyński receiving medical care

via military institute directors.

The government is fast-tracking legislation

to use PESEL numbers to track all medical

earnings from public funds.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure Security:

Russian  energy  security  is  failing  under

Ukrainian  drone  pressure,  with  fuel

shortages  reported  in  10  Russian  regions

following strikes on the Moscow refinery.

Poland  and  Germany  are  discussing  the

expansion  of  dual-use  fuel  pipelines  to

secure  the  eastern  flank during  potential

military conflicts.

Civil Unrest & Social Order:

Public anger is mounting in Rzeszów over a

dangerous  railway  crossing  where

residents  risk lives  daily due to  a  lack of

safe infrastructure.

Anti-Ukrainian sentiment  is  being actively

countered by Polish NGOs (e.g., "Sikorki")

as  far-right  groups  attempt  to  weaponize

social fatigue from the ongoing war.

Food & Water Security:

A significant water contamination event in

Ząbkowice  Śląskie  has  left  eight  towns

dependent  on  water  tankers due  to

Enterococcus  bacteria  detected  in  the

network.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of  Transparency: The

Polish  government  is  successfully  framing

private income as a matter of public security.

By highlighting extreme medical salaries (up

to  3  million  PLN  for  some  directors),  the

administration  is  paving  the  way  for

centralized salary control, a move that would
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traditionally  face  fierce  resistance  from

professional  unions  but  is  now  buoyed  by

populist outrage over the "Southern Hospital"

scandal.

Outsourced  Terrorism  and  Hired

Sabotage: The  assassination  of  Siemion

Skrypecki  by  a  suspect  using  a  Georgian

passport highlights  a  trend  of  "gray  zone"

operations where state actors (Russia) utilize

foreign  mercenaries  or  criminal  elements  to

execute  political  hits  on  NATO  soil,

complicating  attribution  and  diplomatic

response.

The  "Fortress  Poland"  Doctrine: Poland’s

strategic  posture  has  moved  beyond  mere

defense  to  becoming  the  indispensable

military hub of the EU. By spending nearly 5%

of  GDP on  defense  and  building  the  "East

Shield,"  Poland is  effectively challenging the

traditional US-Germany security axis, forcing

the  US Pentagon to  recognize  Poland as  its

primary  strategic  partner  in  Continental

Europe.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Poland  is  experiencing  a  period  of  intense

institutional self-correction fueled by partisan

polarization.  The  Southern  Hospital  scandal

has exposed deep fractures in the healthcare

system,  which  the  ruling  coalition  describes

as a "degenerate system" that prioritizes elite

earnings over patient care.  This narrative is

being  used  to  delegitimize  the  former  PiS

government’s  appointments  and  oversight.

Institutional  decay  is  also  evident  in  the

judiciary,  where  the  "KRS  conflict"  remains

unresolved, leading to a "total chaos" in court

rulings as some lawyers challenge the validity

of  "neo-judges."  Social  stability  is  further

tested by infrastructure failures, such as the

Rzeszów railway issue, where local residents

accuse the state of abandoning them for over

15 years.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Poland  portrays  itself  as  the  principled

defender of Western values in an increasingly

anarchic  system.  The broadcast  highlights  a

world where traditional allies like the US are

performing  "force  reviews,"  potentially

reducing their commitment to nations that do

not "invest sufficiently" in their own armies. In

response,  Poland  is  projecting  power  by

actively influencing NATO strategy, proposing

"Safe" mechanisms for joint procurement, and

positioning  its  eastern  border  as  the  "East

Shield" for  all  of  Europe.  The  portrayal  of

Russia  is  one  of  an  "ailing  giant"  whose

internal  energy  infrastructure  is  crumbling

under the pressure of  asymmetric Ukrainian

strikes,  though  its  "long  arm"  remains  a

deadly threat via outsourced assassinations.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Poland’s domestic economy is currently hyper-

focused on public sector wage disparities and

the regulation of medical labor markets. The

Southern Hospital scandal revealed a resident

physician earning 1.6 million PLN annually,

while some hospital directors are reported to

earn over 3 million PLN.  Market sentiment

is also being shaped by fuel price fluctuations;

while the Minister of Energy reports fuel price

stabilization  (e.g.,  diesel  at  6.20  PLN/liter),

the  global  oil  market  is  reacting  to  the
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potential  resumption  of  Iraqi  and  Iranian

flows under the Versailles Memorandum.

Healthcare  Labor  Market: Proposed

"salary  caps"  for  doctors  in  the  public

sector  to  prevent  "cannibalization" of

hospital  budgets  (where  wages  can

consume 90-95% of the total budget).

Agriculture  &  Trade: Meat  industry

appealing  to  Brussels  for  a  temporary

freeze on  new  environmental/climate

regulations due to rising production costs

and market instability.

Anti-Corruption Actions: CBA arrests of

7 individuals in a 30 million PLN corruption

scheme involving  railway  procurement  at

Pesa.

Retail Sector: Heavy promotional activity

from Biedronka and Lidl as heatwaves drive

demand for  seasonal  goods and barbecue

supplies.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The Southern Hospital scandal has triggered

a  significant  purge  of  medical  and

administrative leadership in the Polish capital,

signaling  a  broader  intent  to  overhaul

regional healthcare governance.

Dawid  Kacprzyk: Dismissed  from  the

Warsaw Southern  Hospital,  removed from

the  Civic  Coalition  (KO)  structures,  and

resigned  as  a  district  councilor  in  Ursus

following the earnings scandal.

Southern  Hospital  Board: The  entire

board was dismissed by Warsaw President

Rafał Trzaskowski following an audit into

billing irregularities.

Magdalena  Sapkowiek  Czarnecka:

Nominated as the new Deputy Minister for

the  "Safe"  program  by  Defense  Minister

Kosiniak-Kamysz.

Agata Kuszrynkun: The Medical Director

of Southern Hospital is facing dismissal for

her role in approving fraudulent physician

schedules.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  maintains  a  focus  on  domestic

accountability and  national  security.  The

"Doctor  Millionaire"  scandal  is  the  leading

domestic story, receiving massive airtime and

used as a gateway to discuss systemic reform.

This is closely followed by the Biała Podlaska

assassination,  which  is  framed as  a  thriller-

style  "foreign  hit."  The  US-Iran  Versailles

Memorandum is given significant weight as a

global  "game  changer,"  though  the  tone

remains  analytical  and  wary  of  Israel's

reaction. Buried or minimized stories include

the  ongoing  Bytom  coal  mine  tragedy (one

dead miner) and the Sulisław medical rescue

championships, which were treated as lower-

priority  human-interest  or  regional  reports.

Conspicuous  omissions  include  detailed

coverage  of  Polish  industrial  strikes  or

broader  EU  criticism  of  the  Tusk

government’s judiciary reforms.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Poland is framed as a rising security leader

in a world where traditional Western powers

are  increasingly  focused  on  transactional

diplomacy.

Donald Trump: Portrayed as a strong but

unpredictable negotiator,  capable  of

"Versailles  miracles"  but  threatening  to

"bomb" if agreements are breached. Quote:

"it's incredible what bombs can do".
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Wladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as

increasingly inept and isolated,  unable

to  protect  his  capital's  core  energy

infrastructure. Quote: "could see the smoke

from the Kremlin".

Donald Tusk: Framed as principled and

decisive,  tackling  deep-seated

"pathologies"  in  the  healthcare  system

regardless  of  political  cost.  Quote:  "no

doubt can remain unexplained".

Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as a stoic

but desperate leader,  forced to pivot  his

strategy  as  the  US  reviews  its  global

commitments.  Quote:  "grateful  to  Poland

for its support".

Israel/Netanyahu: Framed  as  skeptical

and unmanageable,  potentially acting as

a  spoiler  to  the  US-Iran  memorandum.

Quote: "called it a catastrophic surrender".

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  government  is

seeding the narrative that doctors earning

high  salaries  are  directly  responsible for

hospital  deficits,  a  move  to  bypass

collective bargaining in healthcare.

Disinformation  on  Migration: Fake

reports  circulating  on  social  media

(Platform  X)  claiming  the  Polish

government  plans  to  force  residents  with

homes  over  60  sqm  to  house  African

migrants;  the  government  has  officially

denounced these as fabrications.

AI  Manipulations: Far-right  politicians

are  sharing  AI-altered  videos of  a  boy

throwing a Polish flag into a bin to stoke

anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment; the original video

showed the boy waving the flag.

Foreign Influence: The use of  "Georgian

passports" in the Skrypecki hit is framed as

a  Russian  psy-op designed  to  hide  the

"Chechen hand" and sow discord between

Poland and Georgia following the hit.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Healthcare  Strike  Probability: The

proposed  salary  transparency  and  cap

legislation will  likely  trigger  a  nationwide

doctors' strike in the coming 1-3 months as

medical unions resist the "public shaming"

of high earners.

Fragility of the Iran Deal: Given Israel's

fierce  opposition  and  Netanyahu's  pledge

to continue the war in Gaza/Lebanon, the

60-day  Versailles  window  is  unlikely  to

hold,  leading to a  potential  Israeli  kinetic

strike on Iranian assets to force a US policy

reversal.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Implementation of

the  "PESEL  salary  registry"  will  lead  to  a

flurry  of  resignations  from  public  hospital

directors  who  currently  double  as  private

practitioners. We also expect a spike in "gray

zone" Russian provocations in Eastern Poland

in retaliation for the Moscow refinery strikes.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

conclusion of the US Pentagon's force review

will  likely  see  a  reduction  of  US  troops  in

Germany and  Italy,  with  those  forces  being

permanently  reassigned  to  "Fort  Trump"  in

Poland, cementing the shift of NATO's gravity

to the East.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

decoupling of the Polish and German energy
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grids  will  accelerate  as  Poland  completes

dual-use pipelines, making Poland the primary

energy  and  security  hub  for  the  Baltic  and

Nordic states.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Escalation  of  Asymmetric  Conflict:

Russia may escalate from dissident hits to

critical  infrastructure  sabotage in

Poland.  Triggers:  Successful  drone strikes

on  the  Kremlin  or  Saint  Petersburg

refineries. Likelihood: High. Impact: High.

Mitigations: Increased counter-intelligence

and "border defense" patrols.

Systemic  Healthcare  Collapse: Rapid

legislative salary caps could cause a mass

exodus of specialists to Western Europe.

Triggers:  Final  passage  of  the  "Medical

Salary  Transparency  Act."  Likelihood:

Medium. Impact: Catastrophic. Mitigations:

Phased  implementation  and  private-public

partnership incentives.

Israeli-US  Diplomatic  Breach: A

unilateral  Israeli  strike  on  Iran  could

collapse  the  Versailles  Memorandum.

Triggers: Iranian refusal to allow IAEA into

specific  sites.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Global.  Mitigations:  High-level  diplomatic

mediation  between  Washington  and  Tel

Aviv.

Regional Water Crisis: The Enterococcus

contamination  in  Lower  Silesia  could

spread  if  the  aquifer  is  compromised.

Triggers:  Failure  of  the  Ząbkowice

decontamination.  Likelihood:  Low.  Impact:

Medium.  Mitigations:  Emergency

infrastructure  audit and  deployment  of

military chemical units.

Domestic  Civil  Unrest: Infrastructure

protests  in  Rzeszów  or  elsewhere  could

merge  with  anti-government  sentiment.

Triggers:  A  fatality  at  a  wild  crossing.

Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:  Low.

Mitigations:  Immediate allocation of  "East

Shield"  infrastructure  funds  to  local  civil

projects.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast fails to address the precise

source of  the  Enterococcus  bacteria  in

Ząbkowice, ignoring potential  sabotage or

industrial runoff.

There  is  a  lack  of  data  on  the  actual

number of doctors earning over 1 million

PLN, making it  impossible to judge if  the

scandal is systemic or isolated.

The  "Versailles  Memorandum"  coverage

does  not  explain  how  $300  billion  in

reconstruction will  be  funded  or

monitored  to  prevent  Iranian  re-

militarization.

Missing context on Ukrainian retaliatory

capabilities:  Are these strikes solo drone

operations  or  a  coordinated  deep-strike

strategy  using  Western-origin  long-range

missiles?

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Managed Scandal Hypothesis: The

"Doctor  Millionaire"  scandal  was

deliberately  leaked by  the  Tusk

administration to create a public mandate

for  centralizing  control  over  hospital

budgets and breaking the power of medical

guilds before the election cycle.
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The Versailles Stalling Tactic: The US-

Iran deal is not a genuine peace overture

but  a  stalling  tactic by  Trump to  lower

global  oil  prices  before  a  major  military

pivot or domestic economic event later in

the year.

The "Black Swan" Event: A rogue drone

strike on a nuclear facility within 100km of

Moscow,  triggering  a  regional  radioactive

containment crisis that freezes all frontline

activities in Ukraine.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Polish  intelligence  must  intensify

monitoring  of  "hostel  networks"  (e.g.,

Piastowo/Warsaw) to identify hired hitmen

before they strike.

Diplomats should prepare a "Plan B" for the

Versailles  Memorandum  that  includes  a

hardened  sanctions  trigger if  IAEA

inspections are blocked.

The  Ministry  of  Health  must  pair

transparency laws with increased public

medical  education  funding to  prevent

brain drain.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  companies  should  hedge  against

refined  product  volatility as  Russian

refining capacity drops significantly due to

drone strikes.

Private  healthcare  providers  in  Poland

should prepare for a surge in high-wealth

patients as  the  public  "VIP  rooms"  are

dismantled.

Defense contractors should focus on "Dual

Use"  infrastructure  (pipelines,  tunnels)

which can tap into both military and civil

budgets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Polish  parliament  is  currently  debating

several high-stakes bills aimed at addressing

systemic  healthcare  corruption  and  post-

cancer patient rights, while the EU Parliament

has moved forward with aggressive migration

controls.

Medical  Salary  Transparency  Act:

Proposed legislation to track and publish all

physician earnings paid from public funds

using PESEL and hospital registries.

Oncology  Right  to  Forget: A  new  law

ensuring  that  5-10  years  post-treatment,

cancer history cannot be used by banks or

insurers to deny services.

EU Return Hubs  Regulation: Approved

measure  allowing  the  EU  to  create

processing  centers for  illegal  migrants  in

third countries like Albania or Mauritania.

E-Prescription  July  Reform: New  rules

allowing  patients  to  split  prescriptions

across multiple pharmacies starting July 1,

2026.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Warsaw  Southern  Hospital  Briefing:

Audit  results  shared  by  Rafał

Trzaskowski, confirming billing fraud and

dismissing the medical board.

Lublin  Police/ABW Briefing: Details  on

the  arrest  of  the  "Georgian"  hitman in

Piastowo  linked  to  the  Skrypecki

assassination.
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NATO  Ministerial  in  Brussels: Polish

Defense  Minister  Kosiniak-Kamysz

presenting  the  "East  Shield" and

permanent US base proposal.

KEY STORIES

The  "Doctor  Millionaire"  Corruption:

Resident Dawid Kacprzyk earned 1.6M PLN

at Warsaw Southern Hospital while running

VIP wards for politicians.

The  Versailles  US-Iran  Memorandum:

Trump and Pezeshkian sign a 14-point deal

for  60-day  nuclear  de-escalation in

Versailles.

Assassination  of  Siemion  Skrypecki:

Suspect  arrested  in  Piastowo  hostel

following the hit in Biała Podlaska; links to

Russian state terror suspected.

Sabotage of Moscow Refinery: Ukrainian

drones hit Kapotnia refinery, crippling 40%

of Moscow's fuel supply.

Bytom Mine Tragedy: A  miner  has died

following a 2.5 Richter shake in the private

Eco Plus mine; eight others escaped.

Ząbkowice  Water  Bacteria: 2,500

residents  in  Lower  Silesia are  without

drinking  water  due  to  Enterococcus

contamination.

EU Migration Hubs: Parliament approves

centers  for  deportees  in  non-EU  nations

despite fierce opposition from the Left.

Rzeszów  Railway  Protest: Residents  at

"Architects' Estate" demand a tunnel under

dangerous train tracks.

Permanent  US  Base  Proposal: Poland

officially  requests  a  permanent  garrison

and 5% GDP defense spend verification.

Oncology  Right  to  Forget: New  laws

proposed  for  financial  equity for  cancer

survivors after 5 years.

Pesa Corruption Case: CBA arrests seven

officials in  a  30  million  PLN  railway

procurement scam.

Obama  Presidential  Center: The  $850

million  center  opening  in  Chicago with

performances  by  Bruce  Springsteen  and

Stevie Wonder.

Bukowo  Organ  Restoration: Villagers

raise funds to repair historic church organs

silent for 60 years.

Warsaw Bus Fire: A transit  bus with 20

passengers caught fire near Saska Street;

no injuries reported.

European  Hamster  Conservation:

Efforts to release hamsters in Jaworzno to

prevent species extinction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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