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H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

&} GEOPOLITICAL FRICTION & DOMESTIC STRAIN: - /2
TAIWAN'S CONVERGING CRISES AMIDST
= {3 CLIMATE EXTREMES (JUNE 21-22, 2026)

GEOPOLITICAL MANEUVERING
& DEFENSE SCANDALS

ASSISTED
REPRODUCTION SHIFT

Proposed act amendment
for single women &
lesbian couples.
Societal debate on rights.

US-IRAN
REALIGNMENT
U.S. seeks IAEA access
for frozen funds. Ongoing
Israeli strikes in Lebanon.
Strait of Hormuz threats.

RECORD CLIMATE
EXTREMES
New Taipei City hits 38.8°C.
Agricultural failure, highest
global milk prices (NT$97.37/L).
Typhoon Mekkhala approaches.

MQ-9B PROCUREMENT
CONTROVERSY
Cost 6.6x higher than
U.S. market.
Spending 21.7 billion.
Delays to 2026-27.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS & TRENDS

¥
CLIMATE &
EXTREME WEATHER
Persistent Pacific High

pressure, intensifying
typhoon threat.

ARMED CONFLICT &
MILITARIZATION
Drone delays, regional

tensions (Israel-
Lebanon), peace

& GOVERNANCE
Friction between

Trump & PM Ishiba
(mangoes to France), (G7), internal debate

effort complications. high milk prices. on social policy.
CLIMATE AS ECONOMIC DR!VER

SOCIETAL STRAIN

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DYNAMICS: STRAINED STATE

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY GLOBAL POSTURE & THREATS

« Societal strain: high public transit « Hostile threat matrix:
crime, car accidents, violent events | °)  US-China-Iran competing interests.
(stabbm ) | ; 4 U.S. as transactional partner.

« Elite infighting over defense budget. « High-cost exports struggle.

« Polarization over surrogacy. « Economic maneuverability challenges.

MACRgEngUMICS LEADERSHIP DYNAMICS
Inflation (food), high
logistics costs

DEEP DIVE TRENDS:
FISCAL MISMANAGEMENT,

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RISK, & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT & MEDIUM TERM l  KEY RISKS & IMPLICATIONS ¥ RECOMMENDATIONS
FORESIGHT : 3

Short (1-4 Weeks): Water/energy Dairy sector collapse (High Risk),
rationing, typhoon impact. Defense aid freeze (Medium Risk),

Regional conflict (Medium Risk),
Medium (1-6 Months): Potential

Public health crisis (High Risk),
cabinet reshuffle, procurement Civil unrest (Medium Risk).
investigation.

Source: Based on June 21-22, 2026 Report Data.

Visualized as a unified narrative.

PUBLIC SECTOR:

i« Establish Procurement Oversight,
|« Climate resilience infrastructure

i« Leverage Assisted Reproduction Act.
i PRIVATE SECTOR:

i« Diversify supply chains

« Invest in distributed cooling
« Prepare for regulatory compliance.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRICTION AND
DOMESTIC PROCUREMENT
SCANDALS AMIDST RECORD

CLIMATE EXTREMES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting window of June 21-22, 2026,
depicts a convergence of high-stakes
geopolitical maneuvering, significant domestic
governance failures in Taiwan, and a record-
breaking climate crisis. Internationally, the
narrative is dominated by the Trump
administration’s efforts to re-negotiate with
Iran while managing friction with traditional
allies like Japan. Domestic stability in Taiwan
is increasingly strained by a military
procurement scandal involving MQ-9B
drones, which are reportedly being purchased
at six times the price of similar units in the
United States, raising questions about tech
sovereignty and fiscal oversight.

Simultaneously, Taiwan is experiencing an
unprecedented heatwave, with
temperatures reaching 38.8 degrees Celsius,
causing critical failures in the agricultural
sector—most notably driving milk prices to
become the highest in the world. This
environmental stress is compounded by the

approach of Typhoon Mekkhala. The
government appears to be attempting to
navigate these crises through significant
social policy shifts, such as the amendment of
the Assisted Reproduction Act, while
simultaneously facing criticism for its inability
to stabilize food prices and protect domestic
industries from rising logistics costs.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* MQ-9B Controversy:
Revelations that the government is
spending 21.7 billion on MQ-9B drones,
with costs reportedly 6.6 times higher than
the price paid for similar equipment in the
U.S. market.

Procurement

* Record Temperature Extremes:

Temperatures in New Taipei City hit 38.8
degrees Celsius, leading to a surge in heat-

related illnesses and agricultural
production drops.
* US-Iran  Geopolitical Realignment:

Reports of the U.S. seeking to allow Iran to
access frozen funds in exchange for IAEA
monitoring of nuclear facilities, amidst
ongoing Israeli strikes in Lebanon.

Legislative Shift in Assisted
Reproduction: Proposed amendments to
the Assisted Reproduction Act to include
ingl women n lesbian les,
reflecting a major social policy evolution.

* Strait of Hormuz Threats: Iran has
threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz in
response to ongoing military tensions,
potentially impacting global energy and
logistics.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

* The deployment of MQ-9B drones is
facing delays, with deliveries now pushed
to 2026 and 2027.

e Israel airstrikes against
Lebanon, complicating regional peace

efforts signed by Trump.

continues

Climate & Extreme Weather:

* The Pacific High Pressure system is
maintaining extreme heat across Taiwan,
with a five- high-

* Typhoon Mekkhala (Typhoon No. 7) is
intensifying and moving northwest,
threatening coastal areas.

Macroeconomics & Trade:

» Taiwanese milk prices have reached world-

leading  highs due to heat-induced

production drops and high logistics costs.

* Mango exports to France are touted as a
win, but face criticism due to excessive

transport costs compared to retail value.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:

* Friction reported between Trump and PM
Ishiba during G7 summits over trade and
defense.

e Internal debates on the Assisted
Reproduction Act highlight tensions
between hil righ n indivi 1

reproductive freedom.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Fiscal Mismanagement in Defense

Procurement

A recurring theme is the perceived lack of
transparency and high costs in Taiwan's
military modernization. The MQ-9B drone
purchase is being framed not just as a defense
necessity but as a fiscal drain, where the cost
per unit far exceeds international standards.
This suggests a vulnerability in procurement
oversight and a potential over-reliance on a
single supplier, which is being exploited at the
taxpayer's expense.

Societal Impact of Climate Failure

The heatwave is no longer just a weather
event; it has become a driver of economic
instability. The failure to mitigate the impact
of heat on agriculture has led to a collapse in
dairy production, forcing consumers to pay
the highest prices globally for basic goods.
This is fueling public resentment towards the

government’s focus on high-end exports while
domestic staples become unaffordable.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is facing significant societal strain
evidenced by a high frequency of public
transit crimes and car accidents. Reports of
sexual harassment on buses involving elderly
perpetrators and a violent stabbing of a
cheerleader at a public event by a fan indicate
a degradation of social order. Furthermore,
elite infighting regarding the defense budget
and the high cost of living is eroding the
government's mandate. Partisan polarization
is visible in the debate over surrogacy and
assisted reproduction, where ideological
lines are being drawn between traditional
family values and progressive individual rights

in the legislature.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international environment is portrayed as
a hostile threat matrix where Taiwan must
navigate the competing interests of the U.S,,
China, and Iran. The U.S. is depicted as a
transactional partner, willing to pressure
allies for trade concessions or defense
spending as seen in Trump's posture. Taiwan
is reacting defensively, attempting to project
strength through high-cost military purchases
while simultaneously seeking to weaponize
economic statecraft via agricultural exports.
However, the high cost of these exports
suggests a struggle for
maneuverability in a fracturing multipolar

economic

arena.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Taiwan’s economy is currently defined by
extreme inflation in the food sector and heavy
government subsidies in the tech and defense
industries. The Key Economic Vectors
include:

e Commodity Prices: Milk prices at
NT$97.37 per liter, the highest globally.

* Agricultural Exports: Mangoes retailing
at 59.9 Euros in France, though logistics
costs make up a large portion of the price.

* Military Spending: NT$21.7 billion
committed to MQ-9B drones with delivery
delays.

* Infrastructure Costs: U.S. gas and energy
prices are cited as a global benchmark,
with Taiwan’s energy sector under pressure
from climate-induced demand.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The broadcasts highlight a shift in diplomatic
and military leadership dynamics rather than
formal appointments:

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a dominant
but wvolatile negotiator, pressuring both
allies like Ishiba and adversaries like Iran.

* Ishiba (Japan PM): Identified as a leader
in direct friction with the U.S. over trade
and defense burdens.

* Xi Jinping: Implicitly characterized by
Trump as ‘“smart" and "competent,"
signaling a shift in U.S. diplomatic rhetoric.

* Lin Jancheng: A key figure in the
legislativ over the Assisted

Reproduction  Act, representing the
progressive faction.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a focus on
sensationalist local accidents (car crashes,
street violence) as lead stories, likely as a
distraction from the more systemic failures in
military procurement and climate resilience.
The MQ-9B scandal and record heat are
interweaved with these stories, creating a
sense of general chaos. Significant global
events, such as the U.S. tornado impacts and
Brazil bridge collapses, are used as filler,
providing a backdrop of global instability to
normalize domestic crises.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world where traditional
alliances are fraying under transactional
pressures. The U.S. is no longer a "principled
leader" but a transactional foe to its allies,
while adversaries like China are viewed with a
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mix of fear and begrudging respect for their * Military Escalation: The procurement

competence. delays and regional tensions suggest

Taiwan will remain vulnerable in the

* United States: Portrayed as demanding short term, potentially inviting more
and transactional. "The U.S. hopes Iran can aggressive gray-zone tactics from China.

agree to allow IAEA inspectors back."

* Diplomatic Realignment: The friction

* Iran: Framed as a stable but defiant between the U.S. and Japan at the G7 may
actor, using the Strait of Hormuz as lead to a multipolar defense
leverage against U.S. sanctions signed by arrangement in Asia that is less
Trump. dependent on U.S. guarantees.

* China: Portrayed as highly competent.

Trump stated, "He's a very smart man" STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
regarding Xi Jinping.

* Japan: Shown as a frustrated ally under * Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Implementation
pressure from U.S. trade demands at the of mandatory water and energy rationing if
G7. Typhoon Mekkhala does not provide

sufficient rainfall to offset the heatwave.
INFORMATION WARFARE * Medium Term (1-6 Months): A major
ENVIRONMENT cabinet reshuffle or formal investigation

into the defense procurement scandal as

» Narrative Seeding: The government is public pressure mounts.
promoting a narrative of agricultural "wins" * Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural shift in
through high-priced exports to distract Taiwan’s demographics following the
from domestic price spikes. passage of the Assisted Reproduction Act,

* Disinformation: Online scams involving potentially mitigating the long-term labor
fake bank account thefts via messaging crisis.
apps are reported as a growing threat to
social order. RISK ASSESSMENT

* Censorship: The MQ-9B scandal is
frequently paired with sensational crime * Economic Collapse of the Dairy Sector:
news, potentially to dilute its political Heat-induced production drops leading to
impact. permanent loss of dairy farms. Triggers:

Temperatures remaining above 35°C for 2+
weeks. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe.
Mitigations: Cold-chain subsidies and
emergency feed imports.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Domestic Unrest: Sustained  high
temperatures and food prices will likely
trigger mass protests or labor strikes if
government subsidies do not reach the
agricultural sector soon.
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* Defense Procurement Failure: The
MQ-9B scandal leads to a freeze in U.S.
military aid. Triggers: Formal corruption
probe. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Catastrophic for national security.
Mitigations: Immediate independent audit
of all defense contracts.

* Regional Conflict Escalation: Closure of
the Strait of Hormuz by Iran. Triggers:
Failed U.S.-Iran negotiations. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Global energy shock.
Mitigations: Strategic oil reserve release.

* Public Health Crisis: Mass heatstroke
events overwhelming urban hospitals.
Triggers: Humidity peaks combined with
record heat. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe. Mitigations: Mandatory cooling
centers and outdoor work bans.

* Civil Unrest: Violent crime spikes leading
to a loss of public confidence in the police.
Triggers: Continued stabbing incidents
and public transit crimes. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Moderate social
instability. Mitigations: Increased police
patrols and public safety tech investment.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide the U.S.
government's response to the MQ-9B
price discrepancy allegations.

* There is a lack of detail on the specific
energy grid status during the record-
breaking heatwave, which is critical for
assessing infrastructure risk.

* The military capabilities of the
"downgraded" MQ-9B units mentioned in
broadcast IDs are not fully explained.

* The long-term agricultural impacts of
Typhoon Mekkhala beyond immediate
flood risk are not addressed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Defense Over-Procurement as a
Strategic Diversion: The high price of the
MQ-9B drones may be a deliberate
overpayment to secure unreported U.S.
military commitments or advanced tech
sharing not publicly disclosed.

* Agricultural Exports as Soft Power
Play: Despite the high costs, exporting
mangoes at high prices may be a calculated
move to establish Taiwan as a premium
agricultural brand in Europe, rather than
a fiscal failure.

* Black Swan: A combined cyber-physical
attack on the energy grid during a peak
heatwave, leading to total blackout and
mass casualties in high-density urban
areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Immediately establish a Defense
Procurement Oversight Committee to
address the MQ-9B price discrepancy and

il lic tr

* Fast-track climate resilience

infrastructure for agriculture to prevent

total collapse of the dairy industry.

* Leverage the Assisted Reproduction Act
to attract foreign talent and address
demographic decline.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Hedge: Diversify food
supply chains away from heat-vulnerable
regions in East Asia.
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* Energy Transition: Invest in distributed
cooling and microgrid technologies to
mitigate regional grid failure risks during
heatwaves.

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for
stricter oversight in government

procurement and healthcare data privacy

following new social legislation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current session is focused on radical

social changes and defensive spending
adjustments to address the twin crises of
demographic decline and regional
militarization.
* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Assisted Reproduction Act
Amendments: Strategic intent to

expand eligibility to single women and
lesbian couples to address low birth
rates.

o Defense Procurement Budget Re-
allocation: Debate over the 21.7 billion
allocation for MQ-9B drones.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Ministry of Economic Affairs Presser:
Defense of high-priced mango exports to
France despite logistics costs.

°© G7 Diplomatic Briefing: Addressing
friction between the U.S. and Japan on
regional defen rdens.

KEY STORIES

* MQ-9B Drone Procurement Scandal:
Discovery that Taiwan is paying 6.6 times
more than the U.S. price for drones, with
deliveries delayed to 2026.

Record Temperature in New Taipei:
Temperature hit 38.8°C at the Xindian

station on June 22.

Typhoon Mekkhala Approach: Typhoon
No. 7 intensifying and moving northwest,
impacting regional shipping.

US-Iran Nuclear Negotiation: U.S. offers

release of 6 billion in frozen funds for
IAEA access to Iranian facilities.

Taiwan Milk Price Crisis: Milk prices
reached NT$97.37 per liter, driven by
heat and supply chain failure compared to
world averages.

Assisted Reproduction Act Debate:
Proposed legal inclusion of single women

and same-sex couples in  fertility
treatments.

Public Transit Sexual Harassment: 73-
year-old man arrested for harassing three
women on a bus in Wenshan District.

Brazilian Bridge Collapse: High-altitude
accident involving a bridge collapse
resulting in multiple deaths.

U.S. Tornado Outbreak: Severe tornado
in Illinois caused explosions and structural
failure.

Mango Export Logistics Scandal:
Controversy over NT$4 r kg shippin

costs for mangoes sold in France.

Stabbing of Popular Cheerleader: 52-
year-old man arrested for stabbing a
cheerleader with a fruit knife after a photo
session.

Food Safety Mix-up: A restaurant in
Taichung mistakenly used sodium

bicarbonate instead of sugar in pancakes,

sickening several customers.

Fish Scale Collagen Breakthrough:
Hainan tech company claims ability to
produce high-value collagen from waste
fish scales.
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* Changbai Mountain Summer Tourism:
High tourism volume at Heavenly lLake
despite climate volatility.

* Dragon Boat Race Accidents: Multiple
boats flipped or collided during the Dragon
Boat Festival events in Kaohsiung.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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