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GLOBAL STABILITY FALTERS: ALLIANCES A><
FRACTURE, DOMESTIC ORDER DECAYS (JUNE 2026)

Western Architectures Crumble Under Geopolitical & Internal Strain.

Warsaw moves to rescind state honors from Zelensky Trump admin memorandum with Tehran tri%gers
over WWII grievances. Kyiv labels it a “strategic defensive Hormuz closure & public rupture with Israel.
mistake” benefiting Russia. Eastern Flank unity US seeks exit while Israel intensifies Lebanon
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THE NEW TECH COLD WAR:
Al CYBERWARFARE SOVEREIGNTY

US restricts advanced Al access, even for allies,
treating models as sensitive military assets.
"Tech Sovereignty" replaces unified front.
Mitos 5 / Fable 5 Models Pentagon adopts Al for offensive operations.
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FRAGILE COALITION L FISCAL STRAIN &
& CORRUPTION ECONOMIC PRESSURE
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Sinkevigius likely PM despite [l . s B Budget under pressure from welfare
ethical controversies. “Dawn of Vilnius faces localized drug epidemic demands and underfunded social
Nemunas” inclusion sparks (Markutiai). Intense debate over services. Energy scarcity (Crimean
opposition outcry (“political premature birth leave extension & fuel crisis impact) & aging
psychiatric crisis”). underfunded childcare. population strain resources.

Prolonged Hormuz closure = Total Polish-Ukrainian break = Al model leak = Critical
Catastrophic recession. Logistics hub collapse. infrastructure paralysis.
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SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Russian missile surge, local unrest.  US-Iran deal challenged, new sanctions. ~ “Fortress Europe” economic model,

‘ sovereign Al infrastructure.
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GLOBAL STABILITY FALTERS AS
WESTERN ALLIANCES FRACTURE
OVER THE US-IRAN MEMORANDUM
AND A DEEPENING POLISH-
UKRAINIAN DIPLOMATIC RIFT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 21, 2026, marks a pivotal deterioration
in the cohesion of Western security
architectures. The primary friction point is the
announcement of a US-Iran memorandum by
the Donald Trump administration, which has
triggered a defensive closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Tehran and a public rupture
between the White House and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. While the US
seeks a strategic exit from Middle Eastern
entanglements, Israel continues a high-
intensity conflict against Hezbollah in
Lebanon, creating a dangerous disconnect
between Washington’s diplomatic goals and
its closest regional ally’s military actions. This
geopolitical instability is further compounded
by a historic low in Polish-Ukrainian relations,
as Warsaw moves to rescind state honors from
President Zelensky over unresolved historical
grievances, signaling a breakdown in the
once-unified front against Russian aggression.

Domestic Lithuanian politics is simultaneously
grappling with a fragile coalition shift as
Mindaugas emerges as the
leading candidate for Prime Minister amidst
allegations of corruption and ethical breaches.
The new coalition, including the Social
Democrats and the "Dawn of Nemunas," faces
immediate pressure to address the welfare
crisis regarding maternity and premature
birth leave, while also contending with a
localized drug epidemic in Vilnius. The
editorial hierarchy of the day’s broadcasts
reflects a nation torn between these
existential regional security threats and
systemic internal governance failures, with
significant airtime dedicated to the strategic
implications of advanced Artificial
Intelligence models being weaponized for
cyberwarfare.

Sinkevicius

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Iran Strategic Realignment: The
Trump administration has finalized a
memorandum with Tehran intended to
freeze the nuclear program, though critics
argue the deal lacks oversight for missile
development and proxy support. In
response, Iran has signaled its control over
global energy lanes by temporarily closing
the Strait of Hormuz.

* Polish-Ukrainian Diplomatic Collapse:
Polish President Karol Navrockis has
initiated a process to strip Volodymyr
Zelensky of the Order of the White Eagle,
citing unresolved disputes regarding WWII-
era massacres. Ukraine has labeled this a
"strategic mistake" that directly benefits
Russian interests.
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* Escalation of Al Cyberwarfare
Sovereignty: The US has restricted access
to Anthropic’s "Mitos 5" and "Fable 5"
models, even for close allies, due to their
capabilities in autonomous cyberattacks.
This move highlights a growing trend of
tech sovereignty where Al models are
treated as sensitive military assets.

* Ukrainian Asymmetric Warfare Shifts:
Ukraine has successfully transitioned to
deep-strike operations against Russian
energy infrastructure, causing a fuel crisis
in occupied Crimea and forcing Russia to
implement a coupon system for gasoline.

* Lithuanian Political Transition: The
formation of the new Gintautas Paluckas-
led government has stalled, with
Mindaugas Sinkevicius becoming a likely
prime  ministerial candidate despite
ongoing legal and ethical controversies
surrounding his previous ministerial
conduct.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
conflict in Lebanon remains the primary
theater of active combat, with Israel ignoring
US calls for a ceasefire. Meanwhile, the
Belarusian leadership has issued an
ultimatum to remove Russian communication
equipment used for aggression against
Ukraine, suggesting a potential fissure in the
Minsk-Moscow axis.

Tech Sovereignty & AI The emergence of
"Mitos 5" has forced a rethink of global
security. The model’s ability to detect and
exploit state-level system vulnerabilities in
minutes has led the Pentagon to adopt the
tech for offensive operations while restricting
its distribution to prevent a "cyber-pandemic."

Macroeconomics & Trade European leaders
are under immense pressure to de-risk from
Chinese markets. The trade deficit with China
has reached 360 billion euros, prompting the
European Commission to prepare a package
of defensive against Chinese
electric vehicle subsidies and raw material
export bans.

measures

Leadership Dynamics & Governance In
Lithuania, the debate over childcare leave
extension for parents of premature infants has
become a litmus test for the new
government's social mandate. The Ministry of
Social Security remains skeptical of the 1
million euro price tag, highlighting the fiscal
constraints on the emerging coalition.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Historical Revisionism as a Geopolitical
Weapon The Poland-Ukraine rift is a clear
example of history being weaponized to
redefine current alliances. By prioritizing
1940s grievances over 2020s security needs,
the Polish presidency is effectively fracturing
the Lublin Triangle. This trend of "looking
backward to act forward" is a growing risk
across Eastern Europe, where nationalist
beginning to
collective security imperatives.

narratives are outweigh

The End of All-Inclusive Alliances The US
decision to withhold its most advanced Al
models from allies like the UK and EU
suggests a shift toward exclusive tech-blocs.
Washington no longer views a unified Western
front as the most efficient way to maintain a
qualitative edge over China; instead, it is
hoarding critical software assets to ensure its
own national survival, leaving allies to depend
on outdated versions or develop their own,
fragmented solutions.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Lithuania is experiencing a period of
significant institutional decay. The inclusion of
the "Dawn of Nemunas" in the government
coalition has been characterized as a political
psychiatric crisis by the opposition, citing the
party's populist and controversial platform.
Public trust is further eroded by the return of
figures like Inga Ruginiené and Mindaugas
Sinkevi¢ius to high-level governance despite
past  ethical violations and ongoing

investigations into the misuse of public funds.

Societal order is also under threat in urban
centers. Residents of the Markuciai district in
Vilnius report being hostages to a drug
epidemic, where open narcotics use and
distribution have overwhelmed local law
enforcement. This localized breakdown in
security, combined with the government's
struggle to fund basic social services like child
day centers, suggests a state that is
increasingly failing to provide for its most
vulnerable citizens.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is being portrayed as
a "hostile threat matrix" where the US is
actively retreating from its traditional role as
a security guarantor. The US-Iran
memorandum is framed by regional actors as
catastrophic statecraft, leaving Israel and the
Gulf states to confront an emboldened Iran.
Washington's pivot toward isolationism is
emboldening both Russia and China to test
the limits of Western resolve.

In response, the European Union is
attempting to project a more autonomous

posture, particularly regarding trade with

China. However, internal divisions—
exemplified by Bulgarian and Hungarian veto
threats against new Russian sanctions—
undermine this effort. The broadcasting
nation, Lithuania, is desperately trying to
maintain its influence within these fracturing
blocs, emphasizing its role as a frontline
defender through joint military training with
US forces, even as its diplomatic relationships
with neighbors like Poland deteriorate.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by energy
scarcity and the fiscal strain of an aging
population. Ukraine's strikes on Russian oil
infrastructure have not only impacted the
battlefield but have also created electricity
shortages and fuel rationing in occupied
territories, illustrating the weaponization of
energy supply chains. In Lithuania, the budget
is under severe pressure from the "Ankstukai"
leave proposal and the wunderfunding of
socialpedagogical services, where salaries
remain below r

* Fuel Rationing: Gasoline coupon system
implemented in Crimea due to logistical
route destruction.

* Tourism Downturn: Despite Liepaja and
Palanga seeing 18,000 Lithuanian visitors,
hotel costs reaching 220 euros per night
are pricing out middle-class families.

* Trade Deficit: EU deficit with China
increased by 50 billion euros in the last
year, totaling 360 billion.

* Social Welfare Spending: Lithuania
requires an additional 16 million euros to
fully fund children's day centers for the
2026-2027 cycle.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political shifts are occurring as the new
Lithuanian government takes shape, alongside
significant internal turmoil within the UK
Labour Party.

* Mindaugas Sinkevicius: Favored for a top
role (Prime Minister or Finance Minister)
despite past corruption allegations; seen as
a "bridge" in the new coalition.

* Kestutis Budrys: The current Foreign
Minister faces waning support from
President Nauséda, who has set a condition
for him to normalize relations with China to
stay in power.

* Endis (Andy Burnham):
Rumored to be challenging Keir Starmer
for Labour leadership, as cabinet ministers
urge Starmer to hand over power to avoid a
party split.

Bernomas

* Sebelardas del Esprielia: The far-right
"Trumpist" candidate is favored to win the
Colombian presidency, signaling a shift
toward "iron fist" policies in South America.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s lead focus remained the
Polish-Ukrainian rift and the US-Iran
memorandum, framed as an existential
threat to regional and global order. Significant
urgency was given to Ukraine's deep strikes
on Russian oil depots, presented with a tone
of grim satisfaction as "justified retaliation." A
"buried" but critical story was the drug crisis
in Vilnius, which was placed late in the
broadcast despite its immediate impact on
public safety. The overall tone was highly
nationalistic and anxiety-driven, with repeated
segments on historical dissidents like Balys
Gajauskas used to reinforce a narrative of

eternal Lithuanian resistance against external
threats.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing is characterized by a

"weakening West" and "resurgent
authoritarianism," with traditional allies
increasingly portrayed as self-interested
actors.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a disruptive
but pragmatic leader who is menacing
allies to achieve domestic policy wins.
Quotes like "Netanyahu has no damn clue"
illustrate his confrontational posture.

* Poland (Navrockis): Framed as corrupt
and vengeful, prioritizing 80-year-old
history over current survival. His actions

are described as a strategic mistake that
delights the Kremlin.

* China: Characterized as a principled foe
that plays by its own rules to "sink Western
markets." The EU framing emphasizes

China’s role as an economic predator.

e Iran: Portrayed as competent and
manipulative, having successfully used
the Strait of Hormuz to force a US
capitulation in the memorandum.

* Anthropic/Meta: Framed as dangerously
powerful corporate entities that have
created technology too advanced for public
consumption, requiring strict state control.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The Trump
administration is seeding the narrative that
the US-Iran memorandum is a "victory for
peace," while grounding facts—like the
omission of missile limits—suggest it is a
stalling tactic to facilitate US withdrawal.

* Disinformation: Russian state media is

reportedly using the Polish-Ukrainian rift to
spread claims of a NATO collapse, a

narrative that is finding purchase in
nationalist Polish circles.

* Media Manipulation: The Lithuanian
government is accused by the opposition of
"mobilizing supporters at any cost" during

the LRT management debate, effectively

trying to turn the public broadcaster into a
state mouthpiece.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Hormuz Escalation: If Iran maintains the
closure of the Strait for more than a week,
global oil prices will likely spike by 30%,
forcing the US to choose between military
intervention or total diplomatic submission.

* Ukraine Strategic Independence: Faced
with a Polish rift and US-Iran deal, Ukraine
will likely accelerate its domestic missile
production and increase strikes on Moscow
to force Russia into a stalemate without
relying on Western "red lines."

* Lithuanian Coalition Collapse: The new
government under Paluckas is unlikely to
survive its first six months due to internal
fragmentation over the inclusion of the
"Dawn of Nemunas."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
Russian missile attacks on Kyiv as Moscow
exploits the Polish-Ukrainian rift. Locally,
Vilnius will likely see increased police
presence in Markuciai as the drug crisis
worsens.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US-Iran
memorandum will likely face a challenge in
the US Congress, potentially leading to new
sanctions that Tehran will use as a pretext to
officially restart enrichment.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The EU will likely
move toward a "Fortress Europe" economic

model, implementing aggressive tariffs on

China and developing a parallel, sovereign Al
infrastructure to rival the US "Mitos"
program.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Global Energy Shock: A prolonged
closure of the Strait of Hormuz by Iran.
Triggers: Failed US-Iran negotiations or
Israeli strike on Iranian soil. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Catastrophic global
recession. Mitigations: Escorted tanker
convoys and strategic reserve releases.

* Fracture of the Eastern Flank: Total
break in  Polish-Ukrainian relations.
Triggers: Formal removal of state honors
from Zelensky or border closures.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Collapse of the
primary logistics hub for the war against
Russia. Mitigations: Immediate EU/NATO
mediation and diplomatic concessions on
agricultural trade.
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* Autonomous Cyber-Collapse: Leak of the
"Mitos 5" AI model to non-state actors.
Triggers: Insider threat at Anthropic or
state-sponsored hack. Likelihood: Low.
Impact: Total paralysis of global banking
and power grids. Mitigations:
Disconnection of critical infrastructure
from the public internet.

Lithuanian Fiscal Crisis: Unfunded social
mandates leading to a debt spiral.
Triggers: Passage of the "Ankstukai" leave
bill without tax increases. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Downgrade of national
credit rating.  Mitigations: Phased
implementation and EU social cohesion
grants.

Social Disorder in Vilnius: Escalation of
the Markuciai drug crisis into riots.
Triggers: A high-profile overdose or a
failed police raid. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Widespread urban  unrest.
Mitigations: Emergency funding for
addiction clinics and increased community
policing.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The economic impact of the Western

European heatwave on agricultural yields
was ignored, despite its potential to drive
food inflation across the continent.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e The US-Iran Memorandum is a

Distraction: The deal may not be about
nuclear proliferation but a coordinated
stalling tactic by the Trump administration
to build up ballistic missile defenses in the
Gulf before a final, decisive strike on
Tehran.

The Polish Rift is Orchestrated:
Navrockis and Zelensky may be performing
a "public break" to lower the heat on
Poland’s domestic farmers, while

kchannel mili rdination
continues unabated.

Black Swan Event: The sudden death or
incapacitation of Aleksandr Lukashenko
during the current ultimatum could lead to
an immediate Russian annexation of
Belarus, opening a new northern front
against Ukraine overnight.

* The transcripts mention a "fuel crisis" in
Crimea but fail to quantify the actual
remaining stockpiles or the potential for
Russia to reroute fuel via airbridge
infrastructure.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:
* There is zero coverage of the Chinese

reaction to the US-Iran deal, which likely * Implement a "Lublin+1" diplomatic format

undermines Beijing’s own mediation efforts
in the region.

The technical specifications of the "Mitos 5"
model are unverified, leaving open the
possibility that its capabilities are being
exaggerated to  justify usS tech

protectionism.

to bring Baltic states into the Poland-
Ukraine dispute as neutral mediators

fore the rift m rmanent.

* Establish a sovereign Al oversight board

in Lithuania to prepare for the deployment
of cyber-defense models that do not rely on
restricted US tech.
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* Decouple social welfare expansions from

the national budget until GDP growth
stabilize above 2%.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Divest from logistics firms heavily reliant
on the Polish-Ukrainian border and seek
alternative routes through Romania.

* Hedge against energy volatility by
increasing positions in North Sea gas and
renewable  energy infrastructure in
anticipation of Hormuz disruptions.

* Avoid real estate investment in Vilnius

districts like Markuciai until a clear
security plan for the drug crisis is
implemented.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on social security
reforms and the regulation of emerging
technologies. The Lithuanian Seimas debated
the Maternity Protection Act and Al ethics
guidelines in response to the "Mitos 5" crisis.

* Childcare Leave Amendment: Proposal

to extend paid leave for parents of

premature infants (Ankstukai) by up to 8

weeks; currently stalled due to fiscal
ncerns.

* AI Sovereignty Bill (Proposed): A draft
regulation to classify advanced AI models
as critical national infrastructure.

* Beach Buyback Initiative: Proposal for
municipalities to buy back lakefront land to
ensure public access; budget estimated at
160,000 euros.

KEY STORIES

e The Poland-Ukraine Rift: President

Navrockis moves to strip Zelensky of state
honors; Ukraine warns of a strategic

mistake benefiting Russia.

US-Iran Memorandum: Trump admin
signs nuclear freeze deal; Tehran closes
Strait of Hormuz in a show of force.

* AI Cybersecurity Crisis: US restricts

access to Anthropic's "Mitos 5" model;
Pentagon adopts it for offensive
cyberwarfare.

Crimean Fuel Crisis: Ukrainian drone
strikes on oil depots lead to rationing and
coupons in occupied Crimea.

Lithuanian Political Transition:
Mindaugas Sinkevicius emerges as Prime
Minister candidate; new coalition faces

* Vilnius Drug Epidemic: Residents of

Markuciai complain of unchecked narcotics
use and distribution.

Maternity Leave Debate: Parents of
premature infants demand extended paid
leave; Ministry of Social Security remains
skeptical.

European Heatwave: Temperatures in

France and UK surpass 40 degrees; records
broken in Switzerland.

UK Labour Leadership Challenge: Andy
Burnham positioned to replace Starmer
amidst party instability.

Colombian FElection: Right-wing populist
Sebelardas del Esprielia favored to win the
presidency.

Belarusian Ultimatum: Lukashenko
reportedly orders removal of Russian
equipment to avoid Ukrainian strikes.
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* LRT Internal Crisis: Management

changes and the "LRT management model"
debate spark censorship fears.

* Housing History (Alytnamiai): A
retrospective on prefabricated housing in
Alytus and its Soviet-era failures.

* Children's Day Funding:
Organizations warn of a 16 million euro
deficit in social service funding.

e EU-China Trade Deficit: Commission
warns of 360 billion euro gap and prepares
electric vehicle tariffs.

Center

* Lake Shore Land Buybacks: Lithuanian
municipalities seek funds to privatize public
access to lakefronts.

Dissident History: A documentary honors
anti-Soviet activist Balys Gajauskas.

* Lithuanian Diaspora Stovykla: Children
of Lithuanian descent gather in Dzukija for

a cultural camp.
* Netanyahu-Trump Rift: Trump publicly
mocks the Israeli PM over stalled victory in

Lebanon.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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