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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 22, 2026, marked a seismic shift in
United Kingdom domestic politics as Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer announced his
departure plan following a devastating loss in
the Makerfield by-election. The sudden
resignation, coming less than two years after
a landslide victory, highlights the extreme
volatility of the UK’s political landscape,
which is now seeking its seventh Prime
Minister in a decade. The rise of Andy
Burnham, the "King of the North," as the
uncontested favorite for the leadership
signifies a potential ideological shift within
the Labour Party and a rejection of the
perceived technocratic approach of the
Starmer administration. This domestic turmoil
occurs just as the UK marks the ten-year
anniversary of the Brexit referendum, a
period characterized by persistent economic
stagnation and leadership churn.

Globally, the day was defined by a high-stakes
diplomatic gamble in Switzerland, where the
United States and Iran entered direct high-
level negotiations to end their ongoing
conflict. While mediators reported progress
on a 60-day roadmap, the process remained
extremely fragile due to aggressive social
media interventions by US President Donald
Trump and continued confusion over the
status of  the Strait  of
Simultaneously, the election of far-right
candidate Abelardo de la Espriella in
Colombia further consolidates a growing pro-
Trump bloc in Latin America, signaling a
broader shift toward populist-nationalist
governance in the Western Hemisphere.

Hormuz.

Compounding these political shifts is a severe,
life-threatening heatwave currently gripping
Europe and the UK. With temperatures
forecast to hit record highs of 40-42 Celsius,
the crisis is testing the limits of national
infrastructure and public health systems. The
convergence of leadership failure in the UK, a
precarious "peace or war" choice in the
Middle East, and the accelerating impacts of
climate change <creates a global risk
environment defined by extreme uncertainty
and the erosion of traditional institutional
stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Resignation of Sir Keir Starmer: The UK
Prime Minister announced he will resign as
Labour leader following the party's defeat
in the Makerfield by-election. He will
remain as a caretaker Prime Minister until
a successor is chosen, likely by July or

September depending on whether a contest

emerges.
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* The Rise of Andy Burnham: Former
Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham, newly
sworn in as an MP, has become the racing
certainty to become the next PM after chief
rival Wes Streeting withdrew from the race
to avoid a "bloody fight" within the party.

* US-Iran Peace Negotiations: High-level
talks in Geneva produced a 60-day roadmap
toward a final deal. However, Iran
reportedly paused talks following fresh
military threats from President Trump on
social media.

Far-Right Victory in Colombia: Abelardo
de la Espriella won a contentious run-off
election, pledging a military crackdown on
cartels and aligning the country closely

with Donald Trump.

* Record-Breaking European Heatwave:
A "danger to life" red warning has been
issued as temperatures hit 40-42C across
parts of France and the UK, leading to
school closures and multiple deaths in
France.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
UK has entered a state of political

precariousness, with the civil service
effectively unable to accept new policies from

a "lame duck" administration leaving office.
The transition period is viewed as a policy
vacuum that could delay critical decisions on
national security and the economy.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The US-Iran talks in
Geneva represent a shift toward direct
engagement, though the lack of trust is
profound. A key sticking point is the
deconfliction cell for Lebanon, as Israel
remains on the sidelines of the formal talks. In
Latin America, the "Trump effect" is reshaping

regional governance, as seen in Colombia’s
election.

Climate & Extreme Weather Governments
are being forced to rethink infrastructure as

Europe is revealed to be the fastest warming
continent. = Warnings include  potential
buckling of roads and bridges, and the

necessity of designating chief heat officers to
manage urban cooling.

Macroeconomics & Trade The UK bond
markets have remained calm for now, as they
had already '"telegraphed" the leadership
change well in advance. However, long-term
concerns persist regarding UK debt reaching
£3 trillion and whether Andy Burnham will
tweak fiscal rules to allow for more
borrowing.

Energy & Critical Minerals The Strait of
Hormuz theoretical threat
weaponized by Iran, though oil flows
increased in the past week, keeping Brent
crude below $80 per barrel. India is actively
negotiating to ensure its tankers can pass
through the strait safely.

remains a

Tech Sovereignty & AI At the Cannes Lions
festival, the rapid rise of Al is shifting from

"experimentation” to  operating model
changes. Major tech players are moving

toward designing their own chips (e.g.,

Amazon’s Annapurna Labs) to bypass supply
chain bottlenecks for Al workloads.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Italianization" of British Politics
Analysts are increasingly comparing the UK's
political instability to historical Italian cycles
of rotating leaders. The core trend is a lack of
narrative and a failure to fix long-term
structural issues like  infrastructure
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investment, leading to a public that is
"furious" regardless of who is in charge. This
trend suggests that a large parliamentary
majority no longer protects a leader from
internal party rebellion driven by marginal
MP fears.

Statecraft via Social Media A defining
theme of the US-Iran talks is the disruptive
power of President Trump’s social media
interventions. Negotiations involving high-
level diplomats can be upended by a single
post, creating a new, unpredictable
environment for conducting statecraft. This
"Truth Social diplomacy" forces allies and foes
alike into holding patterns while they wait for

concrete confirmation of US policy.

The End of "Normal"” Climate The current
heatwave is being framed not as a freak event
but as a sign that climate stability is breaking
down. The narrative has shifted from
prevention to forced adaptation, with experts
warning that the UK must now consider itself
a hot country. This trend has profound
implications for energy demand, public health,
and infrastructure resilience in the coming
decades.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

In the United Kingdom, the primary driver of
instability is the panic among Labour MPs
regarding the threat from Reform UK. The
Makerfield result convinced hundreds of MPs
that Starmer was an electoral liability and
that Burnham offered a sense of hope to
recover lost ground. This has led to a
"bloodless coup" within the party, though it
leaves the government in a limbo period
during which it cannot make big decisions.
Public sentiment is highly cynical, with voters

expressing that they have "no faith left" in

either major party.

In Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
is in a tight spot, facing domestic pressure to
"finish the job" against Hezbollah while
dealing with unprecedented criticism from the
White House. Polling shows 90% of Israelis
believe their security has been weakened,
suggesting a major loss of mandate for the
current government.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is currently being
viewed through the lens of a fracturing and
unpredictable set of relationships. The UK'’s
global influence is seen as waning due to its
internal churn, with allies like the EU hesitant
to offer flexibility in new trade talks.
Meanwhile, the US is projecting power
through a combination of military threats and
economic concessions in its dealings with

Iran, effectively linking the Hezbollah conflict
to broader regional stability to force a deal.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by high
inflation, stagnant real wages, and Sterling's
fall in anticipation of potential increases in UK
government spending. Markets are "treading
water" but remain highly sensitive to the
identity of the next Chancellor. In the energy
sector, uncertainty regarding the tolling
mechanism in the Strait of Hormuz is keeping
oil prices on edge.

* Key Economic Vectors:

* FTSE 100: Down 0.5%.
* Currency: Pound fell from $1.30 to $1.32

(linked to dollar strength/internal churn).


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_053000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_093000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_093000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_060000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_160000_Verified_Live
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_013000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_020000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_020000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_020000_Newsday
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_130000_BBC_News_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_130000_BBC_News_Now
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_013000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_013000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_033000_Business_Today
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_183000_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_174500_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_174500_The_World_Today_with_Maryam_Moshiri
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_083000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_083000_BBC_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCNEWS_20260622_203000_The_Context

* UK Borrowing: Near record levels; Debt
heading toward £3 trillion.

* Energy: Brent crude below $80/barrel; oil

flows in the Strait of Hormuz at 12 million
barrels/day (vs. normal 16M).

* Trade: UK advertising exports worth £19
billion in 2025.

e Inflation: Expectations have gone up;

current record high remains a concern.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events initiated a rapid reshuffling
of power in multiple jurisdictions, with
populist leaders gaining ground at the
expense of established centrists.

* Sir Keir Starmer: Resigning following
total collapse of political authority and

cabinet mutiny.

* Andy Burnham: Transitioned from Mayor
to MP to presumptive Prime Minister
within 72 hours.

* Wes Streeting: Withdrew from contest,
signaling a shift toward party unity over
ideological debate.

e Rachel Reeves: Current Chancellor, '"for

the chop" in any Burnham cabinet
according to Sunday Times reports.

* Abelardo de 1la Espriella: Winning
candidate in Colombia, representing a
dramatic rightward shift.

* Sir Jeffrey Donaldson: Former DUP

leader, found guilty of rape and child abuse;
his political legacy is in tatters.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s lead story throughout the day
was the UK political crisis, characterized by

an emotional and sometimes distracted tone
as they tracked helicopters and taxis.
Secondary prominence was given to the US-
Iran talks and the European heatwave,
both framed as high-stakes crises. The FIFA
World Cup served as a constant, lighter
counterpoint, though it was intertwined with
the Iran story due to protest dynamics. The
Donaldson conviction was treated with
severe gravity but received less airtime than
the active political transition. A conspicuous
omission is any detailed discussion of the
ongoing war in Ukraine, which was only
mentioned peripherally in the context of US-
Iran negotiations or G7 sanctions, despite its
massive impact on European security.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a world where
traditional leadership is crumbling and being
replaced by more aggressive, populist, or
nationalist figures, often under the shadow of
the current US administration.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an active
and disruptive force who ‘"effectively
predicted" Starmer's resignation. He is
characterized as a "lovely man" by his own
admission but viewed as "erratic" by critics.

* Keir Starmer: Portrayed as weak and

failed, a leader who was "dragged" to his
position. He is seen as having "plummeting
popularity" and lacking "instincts".

* Andy Burnham: Framed as charismatic
and competent, the "King of the North"
who can "take on reform". He is seen as a
"music journalist" style leader in contrast
to Starmer's technocracy.

e Iran: Portrayed as a manipulative but
desperate actor, using the !"Strait of

Hormuz weapon" to extract economic
concessions from the US.
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* European Union: Portrayed as stable but

rigid, warning that they "can't risk being
too flexible" with the UK on trade.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: Trump’s pre-emptive
announcement of Starmer’s resignation on
social media served as a psychological
operation to accelerate Starmer's collapse.

* Media Spin: Team Burnham is accused of

orchestrating a sense of ‘“inevitability"

through carefully timed selfies and

unprecedented photocalls with 200 MPs
before a formal contest was even
announced.

* Propaganda: Anti-regime protesters

outside World Cup venues are using "lion
and sun flags" to counter official Iranian
narratives, while official Iranian state

media claimed their delegation walked out
of talks to show defiance against Trump.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Burnham Coronation: It is highly
probable Andy Burnham will become PM hy
July 16th without a formal contest. This will
likely lead to an immediate "honeymoon"
bounce in the polls, but he will "do a Liz
[Tuss" if he cannot deliver concrete results
within 100 days.

e US-Iran Deal Stalling: Despite the
Geneva MOU, the talks will likely fail or
result in a "fits and starts" ceasefire. The
lack of trust and the Strait of Hormuz
leverage make a sustainable long-term deal

highly unlikely.

* Colombian Military Escalation: De la
Espriella’s win will likely trigger intense

military operations and potential significant
unrest in Colombia as he abandons
n iations with arm r

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The UK will
undergo a transfer of power. If a heatwave
record is  smashed, expect major
infrastructure failures in transport and power.
US-Iran "technical talks" will continue in
Switzerland.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Burnham
administration will face an important autumn
budget. Failure to hit growth targets will

trigger market instability. Colombian mega-
prisons will begin construction.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Europe will have to
designate itself a "hot country," necessitating
fundamental shifts in urban planning and
energy usage. The UK may see a move toward
a more "pluralistic" and collaborative regional
governance model.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current global risk environment is
characterized by the convergence of political
leadership voids and extreme environmental
stressors.

* UK Economic Crisis: Risk of a bond
market "wobble" if the next Chancellor
abandons  fiscal discipline. Triggers:
Appointment of Ed Miliband as Chancellor;
Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: Critical;
Mitigations: Retaining Rachel Reeves or a
small-C conservative figure.
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* Middle East Escalation: Iranian closure
of the Strait of Hormuz causing an oil price
spike. Triggers: Failure of Geneva talks;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Global;
Mitigations:  Lifting oil sanctions in

exchange for nuclear access.

Heatwave Fatalities: Mass casualties

among vulnerable populations and power

outages. Triggers: Temperatures
exceeding 40 degrees Celsius for over

three days; Likelihood: Certain; Impact:
Moderate to High; Mitigations: Urban
green corridors and  power  grid
prioritization.

Colombian Civil War Resurgence: De la
Espriella’s refusal to negotiate with rebel
groups. Triggers: Official tally
confirmation; Likelihood: High; Impact:
Regional; Mitigations: US pressure to
maintain pre-existing security frameworks.

UK Political System Collapse: Loss of
public trust in stable government. Triggers:
An eighth Prime Minister within two years;
Likelihood: Low; Impact: Existential for
Parties; Mitigations: Demonstrating

demonstrable change in livin ndar

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Hezbollah/Israel Intentions: The
broadcasts focus on US-Iran talks but

largely ignore the ground reality of
whether Israel or Hezbollah will actually

withdraw forces regardless of a Geneva
deal.

* Burnham's Foreign Policy: There is very

little detail on Andy Burnham’s foreign
li record, making his potential

approach to Trump or the EU a total

unknown.

* Ukraine Conflict Status: The total lack of
current frontline reports from Ukraine

creates a strategic blind spot regarding the

recension status of the Russian economy or
military momentum.
* Ethiopian Voter Disenfranchisement:

The scale of people unable to vote in Tigray
is not quantified, leaving the legitimacy of

the majority unverified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Starmer Sacrifice: Rather than a
failure, Starmer’s resignation might be a
strategic withdrawal to allow Burnham to

act as a "shield" for inevitable unpopular
reforms coming in the autumn budget. In

this view, Starmer "sucked it up" to

safeguard public service while the party
regroups.

* Geneva as a Stalling Tactic: Iran’s
cooperation on inspectors could be a cover
to slow down US military mobilization while
enrichment continues at undeclared sites.

* Black Swan - UK General Election:
Despite a massive Labour majority, public
and opponent pressure could force an
immedi neral election in 2026,
leading to the total existential collapse of
the Labour Party.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 1.
Diplomatic Pivot: Prepare for a UK leader

who  prioritizes  middle-power  alliances

(Canada, Spain) over direct subservience to
the US. 2. Energy Security: Accelerate the

transition to greener sources to mitigate
reliance on Gulf petrochemicals during
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litical shocks. 3. Climate Governance:

Legislate maximum workplace temperatures
and mandatory home insulation to prevent
mass heat fatalities.

For Private Sector/Investors: 1. Supply
Chain Resilience: Monitor fertilizer
shipments currently stuck at the Strait of
Hormuz; expect agricultural price hikes. 2.
Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for
potential UK shifts in defen nding and
state ownership of utilities under a Burnham
administration. 3. Tech Strategy: Hedge
against AI supply shocks by investing in
custom-built silicon and localiz 1
hardware.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy discussion focused on reversing
unpopular fiscal measures and addressing
systemic societal failures through new
regulatory frameworks.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Winter Fuel Payment Cut: A major policy
U-turn intended to save cash but alienated
older voters.

e Social Media Ban (Under-16s): A
domestic legacy item for Starmer, which

llies wan fast-track.

e Two-Child Benefit Cap: Proposed
scrapping of the cap to strengthen workers'
rights.

* National Care Service: Plans to deliver a

National Care service by 2028 are under
review.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Starmer Resignation Speech: Official
announcement at Downing Street at
9:30am.

* Burnham Swearing-In: Official entry into
Parliament as MP for Makerfield.

e Geneva Peace Summit: First round of
direct talks between US and Iranian
officials.

KEY STORIES

* UK Prime Ministerial Resignation: Sir
Keir Starmer resigned after 101 weeks,
promising an orderly transition following a
by-election loss. He cited party judgement
that he was not the right individual to lead
them into the next election.

* Andy Burnham's Triumphant Return:
The former Manchester Mayor won 9,000
votes more than Reform UK in Makerfield
and arrived at Euston greeted by hundreds
of MPs. He is now uncontested following
Streeting's withdrawal from the race.

e US-Iran Geneva Peace Deal: A 14-point
MOU was discussed, including UN nuclear
inspector access and oil sanctions waivers.

Trump threatened "hit Iran very hard" if
Hezbollah proxies continue trouble.

Strait of Hormuz Status Confusion: Iran
declared the strait closed due to "mines,"
while the US denied it was shut. Oil flows
remained active but at reduced capacity.

* Colombia's Right-Wing Pivot: Abelardo
de la Espriella won by 0.95%, campaigning
on mili for in r rtels and
building mega prisons.

* European Red Heat Alert: Record-
breaking heat nearing 40C in the UK and
42C in France. Two children died in car
heatstroke in Strasbourg.

* Jeffrey Donaldson Conviction: The
former DUP leader was found guilty of 18
sexual offenses, including rape against two

women when they were children.
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* Ethiopian Election Majority: Prosperity
Party won 438 out of 501 seats in an

election overshadowed by violence and

disenfranchisement in Tigray.

* Messi Breaking Records: Lionel Messi
became the all-time men’s World Cup
scorer with 18 tournament goals after
scoring twice against Austria.

* Cannes Lions Al Focus: Industry leaders
from WPP,  OpenAl, and Anthropic
discussed human creativity vs. Al and the
use of Al to change operating models.

e Australian Cocaine Seizure: Police seized

2.7 tonnes of cocaine from underground
bunkers in Sydney, worth £430 million.

Death of Clive Davis: The music executive
died at age 94, leaving a legacy of shaping
the careers of Whitney Houston and Aretha
Franklin.

* Bedford Train Crash Update: Eight
people remain in critical condition and one
driver was killed after two trains collided.

Edinburgh Terror Arrests: A 36-year-old

man was charged with attempted murder
following anti-Muslim attacks.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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