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GLOBAL POWER SHIFTS: RIGHT-

WING RESURGENCE IN COLOMBIA,

US STRATEGIC RETREAT IN IRAN,

AND UK LEADERSHIP COLLAPSE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June  22,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  moment  of

geopolitical realignment, characterized by the

collapse  of  centrist  leadership  in  Europe,  a

controversial  right-wing  victory  in  South

America, and a perceived strategic defeat for

the United States in the Middle East. The day

is  dominated  by  three  major  narratives:  the

narrow  presidential  victory  of  ultra-right

candidate  Abelardo  de  la  Espriella  in

Colombia,  the  resignation  of  British  Prime

Minister  Keir  Starmer,  and  the  signing  of  a

contentious  "Versailles  Memorandum"

between the United States and Iran that ends

a brief but devastating war. This confluence of

events suggests a global system in flux, where

traditional  Western  alliances  are  fracturing

under  the  weight  of  populist  surges  and

economic instability.

In  Colombia,  the  victory  of  de  la  Espriella,

backed  by  Donald  Trump,  has  triggered

immediate allegations of foreign interference

and electoral fraud from the leftist candidate

Iván Cepeda and outgoing President Gustavo

Petro.  This  domestic  crisis  mirrors  the

instability in the United Kingdom, where PM

Keir  Starmer  succumbed  to  a  ministerial

rebellion,  clearing  the  way  for  Manchester

Mayor  Andy Burnham to  potentially  become

the  seventh  Prime  Minister  in  a  decade.

Meanwhile, the Mexican administration under

President Claudia Sheinbaum is attempting to

leverage  the  2026  World  Cup  to  project

domestic  stability  and  economic  strength,

despite persistent labor unrest from the CNTE

teachers'  union  and  complex  energy

negotiations  involving  fracking  and

international oil partnerships.

The  economic  environment  is  defined  by

extreme  volatility  in  energy  markets  and

divergent inflation paths. The US-Iran truce,

signed at the symbolic Palace of Versailles, led

to an immediate drop in oil prices from $120

to $75 per barrel, yet the US is portrayed as

the  "great  loser"  of  the  conflict,  suffering

significant  military  losses  and  infrastructure

damage  to  its  regional  bases.  In  contrast,

Mexico reports  a  lower inflation rate (3.9%)

compared to  the US (4.2%),  a  narrative  the

Mexican  state  media  is  highlighting  to

emphasize  domestic  resilience.  The  day’s

coverage  also  focuses  heavily  on  social

justice, particularly the 20-year anniversary of

the  Atenco  and  Oaxaca  uprisings,  framing

current  governance  as  a  correction  of  past

state repressions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Colombian Presidential Election Crisis

Ultra-right  candidate  Abelardo  de  la

Espriella  declared  victory  in  the

presidential  second  round  with  a  lead  of

250,000 votes (less than 1%).
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Leftist  candidate  Iván  Cepeda  refused  to

recognize  the  results,  impugning  33,000

voting  tables (25%  of  the  total)  citing

irregularites.

President  Gustavo Petro and Iván Cepeda

alleged  direct  electoral  interference  by

Donald Trump and the US government to

favor the right-wing candidate.

International  right-wing leaders,  including

Javier Milei (Argentina) and Keiko Fujimori

(Peru),  immediately  recognized  de  la

Espriella's victory, signaling a regional shift

toward the right.

Keir  Starmer  Resigns  as  UK  Prime

Minister

Keir  Starmer  resigned  following  a

ministerial rebellion and poor local election

results, marking the end of his leadership

of the Labor Party.

Andy  Burnham,  Mayor  of  Manchester,

emerged  as  the  favorite  to  succeed

Starmer,  aiming to restore public  trust in

the government.

The  transition  occurs  on  the  10th

anniversary  of  the  Brexit  referendum,

which  commentators  link  to  a  decade  of

political chaos and institutional decay.

US-Iran  "Versailles"  Truce  signed  amid

Strategic Losses

A  60-day  memorandum  of  understanding

was  signed  at  the  Palace  of  Versailles  to

end the US-Iran war.

The  US  reportedly  suffered  13  to  16

damaged  military  bases in  Western  Asia

and  estimated  losses  of  $800  million  in

equipment.

The  agreement  includes  the  lifting  of

sanctions on  Iranian  oil  for  60  days,

allowing for reconstruction and a ceasefire

in Lebanon.

Critics, including US Republican senators,

characterized  the  deal  as  a  surrender  by

Donald Trump, who reportedly signed the

deal to stem further losses.

Spanish Corruption Scandal Sentences

Former  Spanish  Transport  Minister  José

Luis Ábalos was sentenced to 24 years in

prison  for  his  involvement  in  the  "Koldo

Case."

Charges  included  criminal  organization,

bribery, embezzlement of funds, and traffic

of  influence related  to  the  purchase  of

pandemic masks.

The sentencing is described as a "seismic

event" for the PSOE government of Pedro

Sánchez, with calls for immediate elections

from the opposition.

Mexican  Domestic  Stability  and  World

Cup Hosting

President  Claudia  Sheinbaum  managed

ongoing  labor  protests  by  the  CNTE,

clarifying that 800 million pesos in funding

were for schools, not union leaders.

The  administration  is  utilizing  the  World

Cup  to  showcase  Mexican  economic  and

social progress, emphasizing lower inflation

rates than the US.

Sheinbaum announced  a  specialized  team

to investigate sustainable fracking options

to reduce Mexico's 75% dependence on US

gas imports.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Ceasefire  in  Lebanon  remains  unstable,

with Netanyahu asserting liberty of action

for  the  IDF  despite  the  US-Iran

memorandum.

The  US-Iran  conflict  resulted  in  3,600

Iranian  deaths (civilian  and  military)  and

$140  billion  in  infrastructure  damage  to

Iran.

The Colombian election has prompted calls

for  militarization  and  megacrisons by

candidate de la Espriella.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The UK Labor Party enters another internal

leadership  battle after  Starmer's

resignation.

The  Mexican  government  commemorates

the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Atenco  and

Oaxaca  repressions,  contrasting  current

"Fourth  Transformation"  values  with  past

authoritarianism.

Macroeconomics & Trade

US inflation  reached 4.2%,  exceeding  the

Treasury  limit  of  3.5%,  while  Mexico

maintained 3.9%.

The  Colombian  stock  exchange  fell  3.6%

following  the  election  results,  despite  the

winning candidate's pro-business stance.

Mexico and Brazil  (Petrobras)  are signing

strategic energy agreements for oil and gas

exploration.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The US is criticized for negotiating the Iran

truce behind the back of Israel, leading to

significant  friction  between  Trump  and

Netanyahu.

Spain and Mexico are seeking a diplomatic

"thaw" with  King  Felipe  VI  scheduled  to

meet President Sheinbaum.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragmentation of Western Hegemony

A recurring theme throughout the transcripts

is the "decline of the US hegemon," framed as

both economic and strategic.  The signing of

the Iran memorandum at Versailles—the site

of Germany's 1919 surrender—is portrayed by

analysts as a symbolic American defeat. The

US is described as losing regional influence to

China and India, who are seen as the primary

beneficiaries  of  the  conflict without  firing  a

single  missile.  This  perceived  weakness  is

further compounded by the internal instability

of its closest ally, the UK, which is facing its

seventh PM in ten years post-Brexit.

The  Rise  of  the  "Ultra-Right"  in  Latin

America

The narrow victory of Abelardo de la Espriella

in  Colombia is  framed as  part  of  a  regional

trend toward  right-wing  populism,  following

leaders like Milei and Bukele. This movement

is explicitly linked to the influence of Donald

Trump,  whose  public  endorsement of  de  la

Espriella  is  cited  as  a  decisive,  albeit

controversial, factor. The left's resistance, led

by Iván Cepeda, focuses on defending national

sovereignty against what they perceive as US-

led interventionism.
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State-Led  Memory  and  the  "Fourth

Transformation"

Mexican  state  media  (Canal  Catorce)  is

actively  using  historical  anniversaries

(Atenco/Oaxaca) to reinforce the legitimacy of

the current  administration.  By revisiting the

"barbarity" of past PRI and PAN governments,

the  transcripts  frame  Sheinbaum's

governance  as  a  necessary  break  from

authoritarianism. This "institutional memory"

project  aims  to  consolidate  the  domestic

mandate  even  as  the  government  navigates

modern  challenges  like  the  CNTE  labor

strikes.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  Kingdom:  Chronic  Institutional

Decay

The  Labor  Party  is  fracturing  after

Starmer's  departure,  with  over  a  dozen

ministers forcing his resignation.

Public sentiment is described as profoundly

disillusioned ten  years  after  the  Brexit

referendum,  which  has  resulted  in

persistent economic stagnation.

Colombia:  Polarized Mandate and Social

Unrest

The country is described as "split in two,"

with  right-wing  supporters  celebrating  in

the streets while leftist activists prepare for

mass mobilizations against the result.

The close margin (less than 1%) suggests a

loss of government mandate before the new

administration even takes office.

Mexico:  Labor  Friction  and  Energy

Dilemmas

The CNTE's "strategic pause" in its camp at

the  Zócalo  indicates  that  tensions  remain

high regarding  pension  reform  and  wage

increases.

President  Sheinbaum  is  balancing  her

scientific/environmentalist background with

the economic necessity of fracking, a move

that risks alienating her leftist base.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  US  "Retreat"  into  Isolationist

Realism

Donald Trump’s foreign policy is portrayed as

a  desperate  attempt  to  "cut  losses" rather

than  project  power.  The  transcripts  suggest

that  US  strategic  maneuvering  is  now

constrained by domestic  inflation and public

distaste  for  foreign  wars,  forcing  a  retreat

from the Middle East that benefits China and

Russia.

Mexico’s Strategic Maneuverability

Mexico  is  actively  diversifying  its  alliances,

seeking  a  common  front  with  Canada to

protect  the  USMCA/TMEC  against  Trump’s

protectionist  threats.  Simultaneously,  it  is

strengthening  ties  with  South  American

energy giants  like  Petrobras and attempting

to reconcile with Spain, projecting the image

of a sovereign leader in the "Ibero-American

community."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economic  outlook  is  mixed,  with

energy prices cooling but inflation and stock

market volatility persisting in specific regions.
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Mexico's economic performance is framed as

a  point  of  national  pride,  particularly  in

comparison to the US.

Energy  Prices: Oil  dropped  to  $75  per

barrel following the US-Iran memorandum;

however,  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains

under Iranian strategic control.

Currency & Stocks: The Colombian stock

index  retroceded  3.6% despite  the  right-

wing victory; Ecopetrol fell 2.2%.

Inflation: US inflation at 4.2% vs Mexico at

3.9%.

Trade Disputes: China has prohibited 10

US companies from export participation in

response  to  Washington's  "red  list"  of  80

Chinese firms.

Infrastructure  Investment: Mexico

announced  800  million  pesos for

educational infrastructure in Oaxaca.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant  leadership  shifts  in  the  UK  and

Colombia  indicate  a  volatile  political

environment, while legal proceedings in Spain

signal potential regime instability.

Keir  Starmer: Resigned  as  UK  PM;  his

departure is final, though he remains in a

caretaker role until July 9.

Andy  Burnham: Favorite  to  succeed

Starmer;  seen  as  a  more  populist/labor-

aligned choice from northern England.

Abelardo de la Espriella: President-elect

of  Colombia;  his  win  is  preliminary  and

disputed.

José  Luis  Ábalos: Former  Spanish

Minister; sentenced to 24 years, effectively

ending  his  political  career  and  damaging

the Sánchez administration.

Ramiro Valdés: The Cuban revolutionary

commander passed away, signaling the end

of an era for the PCC leadership.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Canal  Catorce  exhibits  a  clear  state-

nationalist  and  progressive editorial

posture. The "Lead Stories" are the Colombian

election crisis and the US strategic failure in

Iran,  both  framed  through  the  lens  of  US

interventionism  and  its  ultimate

consequences. Domestic Mexican stories, like

the CNTE strike, are presented with a focus

on  government  transparency  and  social

progress.  A  significant  amount  of  time  is

dedicated  to  "historical  justice"  stories

(Atenco/Oaxaca), which serve to contrast the

current  administration  favorably  against  its

predecessors.  "Buried  Stories"  include  the

specific  details  of  the  US-Israel  military

operations in Lebanon,  which are minimized

in  favor  of  the  truce narrative.  Conspicuous

omissions  include  the  specific  economic

impact of the US-China trade war on Mexican

manufacturing and the potential for new civil

unrest in Peru despite the electoral rulings.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day's  framing  depicts  a  shift  from  a

unipolar world to a fracturing multipolar one,

where traditional Western powers are seen as

chaotic and inept.

United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed

as weak and defeated in the Iran conflict,

and  as  an  interventionist meddling  in

Colombian affairs. The transcripts suggest

he is "losing strategically."
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Mexico / Claudia Sheinbaum: Framed as

a  principled  and  competent leader

managing  a  complex  domestic  and

international agenda. She is portrayed as a

bridge-builder  (Brazil,  Spain)  and  a

scientific pragmatist (fracking).

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  strong  and  resilient

actor that outmaneuvered the US militarily

and  diplomatically,  gaining  control  over

vital energy corridors.

Israel / Netanyahu: Framed as aggressive

and unprincipled, continuing operations in

Lebanon despite international truce efforts.

China: Implicitly  framed  as  the  stable

beneficiary of  Western  fragmentation,

expanding its influence in the Middle East

and Latin America.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The transcripts  reveal  an  active  information

warfare  environment,  particularly  regarding

the  Colombian  election.  Leftist  factions  are

seeding the narrative of a "US-led coup" via

Trump's  influence,  while  the  right-wing  is

framing the victory as a restoration of order.

In  Mexico,  the  government  is  weaponizing

historical  memory  to  delegitimize  current

opposition  voices,  framing  them  as

descendants  of  "repressive  regimes."

Additionally,  Mexican  media  is  highlighting

US military losses to counter the narrative of

American military supremacy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Colombian Civil Unrest: Given Cepeda's

refusal to recognize the vote, Colombia will

likely face weeks of paralyzing strikes and

protests,  potentially  forcing  a  recount  or

constitutional crisis.

US Regional Withdrawal: The Versailles

Memorandum  will  lead  to  a  permanent

downgrade of  US presence in  the  Middle

East,  as  Arab  states  increasingly  look  to

China for security guarantees.

Mexican  Energy  Pivot: Sheinbaum's

exploration  of  fracking will  cause  a  rift

within  the  MORENA  party  but  will

ultimately  strengthen  Mexico's  hand  in

USMCA renegotiations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  UK  will

undergo  a  rapid  leadership  transition  to

Burnham;  Colombian  courts  will  be  flooded

with  electoral  challenges;  oil  prices  will

stabilize around $75 as Iranian supply enters

the market.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Spain  may

face  a  snap  election  if  the  Sánchez

government  cannot  distance  itself  from  the

Ábalos sentence; the US will face a "crisis of

credibility"  among NATO allies regarding its

Middle East retreat.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  US-Mexico

relationship  will  be  redefined  by  Mexican

energy  independence;  the  EU  may  see  a

movement  to  reintegrate the UK under new

Labor leadership ("Re-entry" sentiment).
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Risk: Colombian Institutional Collapse.

Triggers:  Recount  refusal,  mass  street

violence.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Regional  instability.  Mitigations:

International mediation by the UN or OAS.

Risk:  Resumption  of  US-Iran  War.

Triggers:  Israeli  strike  on Iranian nuclear

facilities  despite  the  memorandum.

Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:  Global  oil

price spike. Mitigations: Strict enforcement

of the Versailles terms.

Risk:  Spanish  Political  Collapse.

Triggers:  Further  corruption  revelations

linked  directly  to  Pedro  Sánchez.

Likelihood:  Medium-High.  Impact:  EU

political instability. Mitigations: Resignation

of implicated officials.

Risk: Mexican Labor Paralysis. Triggers:

CNTE  rejection  of  pension  compromises

during the World Cup. Likelihood: Medium.

Impact:  Disrupted  global  event  logistics.

Mitigations:  Increased  financial

concessions.

Risk:  Rare  Earth  Supply  Chain

Disruption. Triggers:  China  escalating

export  controls on  defense-critical

minerals.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Devastating  for  Western  tech/defense

sectors.  Mitigations:  Diversification  of

mining to Latin America/Africa.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not address the specific

military capabilities Iran used to damage

13+ US bases, leaving a gap in tactical risk

assessment.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  Russian

posture during  the  US-Iran  truce

negotiations,  which  is  critical  given  the

Ukraine conflict context.

The  economic  viability of  "sustainable

fracking"  in  Mexico  is  left  unverified,

appearing more as a political talking point

than a technical reality.

The internal stability of Iran post-war is

ignored,  focusing  only  on  its  strategic

gains.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Versailles  Trap": The  apparent  US

surrender may be a strategic pause intended

to lure Iran into a false sense of security while

the US rearms bases and coordinates a more

decisive  blow  with  Israel.  The  $800M  in

equipment  loss  could  be  an exaggeration  to

lower Iranian guard.

De la Espriella as a "Petro Ally": The right-

wing victory in Colombia might actually serve

Petro's  long-term  goals  by  allowing  him  to

lead  a  national  resistance  movement that

eventually  results  in  a  more  radical  leftist

mandate in the next cycle, similar to the Lula/

Bolsonaro dynamic.

Black Swan Event: A Cyber-attack on World

Cup infrastructure by  non-state  actors  (e.g.,

disgruntled labor factions or foreign hackers)

that  paralyzes  Mexico City,  undermining the

Sheinbaum  administration's  showcase  of

stability.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Monitor the Spain-Mexico thaw for shifts in

Ibero-American trade blocks.

Prepare  for  a  post-Starmer  UK that  may

seek  deeper  economic  ties  with  the

Americas.

Re-evaluate  Middle  East  security

architectures  given  the  US  withdrawal

narrative.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Hedge against Colombian market volatility

until the election is certified.

Explore  opportunities  in  Mexican  energy

infrastructure as  Sheinbaum  pivots  to

fracking.

Secure  supply  chains  for  rare  earth

minerals outside  of  Chinese-controlled

channels.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focuses  on  energy

independence,  labor  concessions,  and

electoral  integrity  across  Mexico  and

Colombia.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Mexican  Fracking  Team  Initiative:

Proposal to establish a scientific body to

explore sustainable shale extraction.

US-Iran  Versailles  Memorandum: A

60-day diplomatic framework for ending

hostilities and lifting oil sanctions.

Colombian Electoral Impugnment: A

legal  challenge to  33,000 voting mesas

filed by the Pacto Histórico party.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Sheinbaum  Matutina  (Morning

Presser): Clarification of the 800M peso

education  budget and  World  Cup

logistics.

Versailles Truce Signing: Joint US-Iran

announcement of the 60-day truce.

Madrid  Supreme  Court  Sentencing:

Formal reading of the 24-year sentence

for José Luis Ábalos.

KEY STORIES

Colombia's Disputed Election: Abelardo

de  la  Espriella  declared  winner  with  a

250,000  vote  lead;  Iván  Cepeda  and

Gustavo  Petro  allege  fraud  and  US

interference.

Starmer  Resignation: UK  PM  Keir

Starmer quits after  Labor Party rebellion;

Andy Burnham favored as successor.

Versailles  Memorandum: US  and  Iran

sign a 60-day truce in France; US admits to

13+ bases damaged and $800M in losses.

Ábalos  Corruption  Sentence: Former

Spanish  official  sentenced  to  24  years in

pandemic-related kickback case.

Mexico World Cup Hosting: Government

uses event to highlight 3.9% inflation and

social stability against US narratives.

CNTE Protests: Teachers' union maintains

demands  for  wage  hikes and  pension

reform in Mexico City.

Fracking in Mexico: Sheinbaum explores

sustainable shale gas to end dependency on

US imports.

Atenco/Oaxaca 20th Anniversary: State

media  commemorates  the  victims  of  past

government repressions.
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Keiko  Fujimori  Presidential  Run:

Peruvian election remains too close to call

with right-wing favoring Fujimori.

Death  of  Ramiro  Valdés: High-ranking

Cuban official and revolutionary icon dies

at 94.

Trans  Rights  Advocacy: Features  on

Solange and  Colette  Spinetti highlighting

systemic  discrimination  in  Uruguay  and

Mexico.

Global  Health  /  Nutrition: Reports  on

obesity  and  sugary  drink  consumption in

Mexico, linked to World Cup marketing.

AI  in  Forestry: Use  of  artificial

intelligence and drones for reforestation in

the Amazon.

Dairy  Logistics  App: A  new  machine

learning  application  for  Chilean  dairy

transport to reduce milk waste.

Indigenous  Rights  in  Michoacán:

Protest for the release of  María Cruz Paz

Vázquez, environmental activist.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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