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RUSSIA FACES A SYSTEMIC CRISIS

AS A CRIPPLING FUEL SHORTAGE

AND REGIONAL BUDGET

COLLAPSES COINCIDE WITH THE

DEPLOYMENT OF NEW UKRAINIAN

LONG-RANGE BALLISTIC

CAPABILITIES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Russian  Federation  is  currently

experiencing  a  severe  internal  breakdown

characterized by a nationwide fuel crisis and

the  near-total  exhaustion  of  regional  fiscal

resources.  Ukrainian  strikes  on  refineries,

most notably the Kapotnya facility in Moscow,

have led to severe rationing, price surges up

to  130  rubles  per  liter,  and  the  complete

closure  of  over  1,000  gas  stations.  This

infrastructure degradation is compounded by

a  catastrophic  fiscal  environment  where  56

out  of  89  regions  are  operating  at  massive

deficits,  leading  to  the  suspension  of

healthcare  services  and  the  slashing  of

teacher  and  medic  salaries.  State  efforts  to

mask  these  failures  through  curated

propaganda feeds for the presidency and the

use  of  security  actors  to  simulate  public

support are increasingly visible but failing to

mitigate growing regional resentment.

Geopolitically, the conflict has entered a new

phase  with  Ukraine’s  announcement  of

domestic  long-range  ballistic  missiles,  the

FP-7 and FP-9, the latter specifically designed

to strike Moscow with a significant payload.

Strategic strikes on a semiconductor plant in

Voronezh and a space communications center

in Dubna demonstrate a heightened ability to

degrade  Russian  defense  and  satellite

capabilities.  Concurrently,  the  international

landscape is  shifting with the resignation of

UK  Prime  Minister  Keir  Starmer and

continued  friction  between  Ukraine  and

Poland  over  historical  memory,  signaling  a

period  of  extreme  volatility  in  Western

alliances.  Domestically,  the  Russian  legal

system has transformed into a "conveyor belt"

for high treason cases, with conviction rates

for dissenters reaching unprecedented levels,

suggesting  an  elite  increasingly  reliant  on

pure  repression  rather  than  ideological

cohesion.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Collapse  of  the  Domestic  Fuel

Market 

Over 1,000 gas stations have closed across

Russia due to a total lack of inventory, with

remaining  AZS  outlets  in  Moscow  and

regions  like  Tula  and  Nizhny  Novgorod

implementing strict rationing.

Fuel prices have spiked to 129 rubles per

liter for 95-octane gasoline, a near-doubling

in some sectors within a single week.

The  Kapotnya  refinery  strike  caused  a

rocket  failure where  a  Pantsir  missile

allegedly  struck  its  own  fuel  reservoir,

paralyzing half of Moscow's supply.
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In  Crimea,  fuel  sales  to  the  civilian

population have been entirely halted, with

remaining stocks reserved for military and

emergency services only.

Emergence of Ukrainian Strategic

Ballistic Capabilities 

Ukraine  has  successfully  tested  the  FP-7

tactical missile and is finalizing the FP-9, a

strategic weapon compared to the Russian

Iskander with an 855km range capable of

reaching Moscow.

Successful  precision  strikes  targeted  a

semiconductor factory in Voronezh and the

Dubna  satellite  communications  center,

which  serves  as  a  hub  for  state

broadcasting and military data.

A massive drone swarm involving 79 units

was reported near the capital, signaling a

saturation  strategy  against  Moscow's  air

defenses.

Regional  Fiscal  Insolvency  and

Social Service Decay 

The regional budget deficit is projected to

exceed 4  trillion  rubles by  year-end,  with

88% of regions expected to be in the red.

Healthcare  infrastructure  is  failing;  in

Chekhov,  80km  from  Moscow,  over  50

doctors  resigned in  five  months  due  to

wage cuts and equipment failures.

Education  cuts  in  regions  like  Kemerovo

have  reached  20%,  with  teachers  seeing

salaries reduced by a third as supplements

for grading and seniority are abolished.

Expansion  of  Political  Repression

and Judicial Militarization 

The average sentence for political  dissent

has risen to 11 years, with "state treason"

and  "espionage"  charges  now  applied  to

80% of all political defendants.

Anti-war  artist  Semyon  Skrepetsky  was

assassinated in Poland following a series of

high-profile  political  caricatures  targeting

the Russian leadership.

Elite  infighting  is  surfaced  by  reports  of

custom news  files created  specifically  for

Putin to hide the reality of regional failures

and battlefield losses.

Shift in Western Political Stability 

UK  Prime  Minister  Keir  Starmer  has

announced his resignation after two years

in  power,  following  criticism  regarding

migration and energy policies.

A  diplomatic  rift  has  opened  between

Warsaw and  Kyiv  after  Zelensky  returned

Poland’s highest honor by mail in protest of

a dispute over UPA historical narratives.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The Russian military is increasingly reliant

on  Rosgvardia  for  infrastructure  defense,

as private security firms are legally barred

from using  heavy  anti-drone  weaponry  at

refineries.

Militarization of  the economy is  projected

to  continue  for  4-5  more  years,  causing

severe labor shortages in civilian sectors as

workers  are  funneled  into  the  military-

industrial complex.
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Critical Infrastructure Security

Satellite  communications  hubs  are  now

priority  targets;  the  strike  in  Dubna

highlights  the  vulnerability  of  Russia’s

orbital control systems.

Fuel  logistics  in  Crimea  have  collapsed

following drone attacks on ferry crossings,

effectively  turning  the  peninsula  into  an

island for energy purposes.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The  US  and  Iran  have  reached  a

coordinated  communication  channel to

avoid incidents in the Persian Gulf, though

Israel  remains  a  significant  risk  factor  to

this détente.

Russian regions like Irkutsk are reportedly

considering appealing directly to China (Xi

Jinping) for assistance as the federal center

fails to provide fuel for harvesting.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The State Duma has authorized unlimited

state debt growth to cover a 6 trillion ruble

budget  hole,  raising  fears  of  1990s-style

hyperinflation.

Regional  debt  is  unsustainable;  Kemerovo

is  estimated  to  be  unable  to  pay  its  137

billion ruble debt until at least 2040.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fractionalization of Sovereignty

A significant  trend  is  the  decoupling  of  the

"Federal  Center"  (Moscow/St.  Petersburg)

from  the  "Deep  Regions."  While  the  capital

maintains  a  facade  of  normalcy  through

cosmetic infrastructure projects like barefoot

trails, the regions are descending into a pre-

modern state. This is evidenced by the return

to using donkeys for water hauling in villages

due to broken pipes and the reliance on dried

manure  (kizik) for  heating  as  coal  becomes

unaffordable. The state is no longer a provider

of  services  in  the  periphery;  it  is  merely  a

consumer of labor and resources for the war

effort.

Institutionalized Informational Insulation

There  is  a  documented  divergence  between

ground truth  and  the  information  consumed

by  the  Russian  leadership.  Reports  indicate

that Putin is provided with separate video files

instead  of  live  broadcasts,  filtered  by  a

"positivity" staff to omit mentions of fuel lines,

refinery fires, or budget failures. This manual

censorship at  the  highest  level  suggests  a

regime that has lost the ability to self-correct

because its decision-makers are operating in a

fictional  reality  designed  by  their

subordinates.

The Weaponization of History in Alliances

The conflict between Poland and Ukraine over

historical  memory  (UPA/AK) demonstrates

that even existential threats are insufficient to

suppress  long-standing  ethnic  and  historical

grievances.  The  act  of  returning  a  national

order by mail is a highly symbolic degradation

of  diplomatic  ties,  providing  a  "gift  to  the

aggressor" by fracturing the unity of the anti-

Russian coalition just as Ukraine prepares to

deploy its own strategic missiles.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Russia’s  domestic  stability  is  under  extreme

pressure  from  "atypical"  labor  unrest.

Construction  workers  in  Suzun  climbed

cranes to protest months of unpaid wages for

a school  project  the state  cannot  fund.  This
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fiscal  rot  has  spread  to  the  professional

classes; teachers and doctors are engaging in

mass  litigation over  salary  theft.  The

government mandate is increasingly enforced

by  the  FSO,  which  reportedly  uses  trained

actors to  simulate  "chance  encounters"

between Putin and the public, indicating that

spontaneous  public  interaction  is  now

considered a high-risk activity.

Furthermore,  the  elite  are  increasingly

cannibalistic. The corruption of the Medvedev

faction, particularly Igor Yusufov's attempt to

build  a  business  empire  through  German

shipyards and connections to organized crime

(Petrov),  suggests  that  while  the  front  lines

collapse,  the internal  struggle for  remaining

assets  continues  unabated.  The  purge  of

information through secret court proceedings

for treason serves as the primary mechanism

for maintaining elite discipline.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  framed  as

increasingly anarchic and threatening to the

Kremlin.  The  death  of  the  Iranian  Supreme

Leader triggered  a  temporary  shutdown  of

Russian  surveillance  and  security  systems,

fearing a  similar  power  vacuum or  targeted

strike in Moscow. The Russian state projects a

posture  of  "besieged  fortress,"  weaponizing

this  narrative  to  justify  the  total  lack  of

domestic services.

Simultaneously,  the  West  is  depicted  as

fracturing but still dangerous. The resignation

of Starmer is framed as a failure of Western

energy  policy,  yet  Britain’s  military  support

for Ukraine remains a "political suicidal" topic

to  oppose.  The  framing  suggests  that  while

Western  leaders  are  interchangeable,  the

institutional  momentum  of  the  anti-Russian

bloc  remains  potent,  particularly  with  the

impending  deployment of  Ukrainian  missiles

that could strike the Russian capital.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Russian economy is entering a period of

severe structural deformation. The closing of

209,000 SMEs in  Q1 2026,  a  9% year-over-

year  increase,  highlights  the  death  of  the

service  and  retail  sectors.  Capital  is  being

forcibly  reallocated  to  the  defense  industry,

which now accounts for roughly 10% of GDP

but  produces  zero  utility  for  the  domestic

market. Supply chains are failing due to the

fuel shortage, with farmers in Iркутск unable

to  secure  diesel  for  harvesting,  threatening

future food security.

Key Economic Vectors 

Inflation: Fuel prices in some regions have

reached  129-130  rubles/liter,  a  leading

indicator for general price hikes.

Deficits: Federal budget hole at 6 trillion

rubles; regional deficits at 4 trillion rubles.

Bankruptcies: Significant SME closures in

Krasnodar  Krai  (14,000  units)  and

nationwide (209,000 total).

Regional  Debt: Kemerovo  at  137  billion

rubles; Chelyabinsk at 72 billion rubles.

Employment: Construction  sector

accounts  for  40%  of  all  wage  arrears in

Russia.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260622_013000


LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership  transitions  are  occurring  both

through  formal  resignation  and  the

consolidation of security factions.

Keir  Starmer: Resigned  as  UK  Prime

Minister  following  fiscal  and  migration

failures; the 6th UK leader in 10 years.

Dmitry  Medvedev: Framed  as  a

diminished  figure,  now  a  "hawk"  out  of

desperation,  his  faction  weakened  by

corruption investigations and the loss of his

business proxies like Yusufov.

Sergei  Kirienko  &  Alexey  Gromov:

Identified  as  the  architects  of  the  state's

informational  cocoon,  maintaining  control

over  the  narratives  consumed  by  the

presidency.

Mikhail  Verbitsky: A  prominent  blogger

and mathematician escaped to Israel after

being detained in Armenia, highlighting the

failure of Russian extra-territorial reach for

dissidents.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  stories  focus  heavily  on  the  fuel

crisis and  the  Ukrainian  ballistic  threat.

The emotional tone is one of mounting anxiety,

contrasting  the  desperate  conditions  in  the

regions  with  the  manufactured  calm  of

Moscow.  Critical  global  events  like  the

Starmer  resignation  are  used  as  cautionary

tales  for  the  Russian  audience  about  the

"failure  of  Western  democracy,"  while  the

death of Khamenei is minimized despite its

obvious  impact  on  Russian  security  posture.

The broadcast conspicuously avoids detailing

the  full  extent  of  military  casualties,

focusing instead on the "treason" of the home

front and the technological threat from Kyiv.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  subtext  reveals  a  world  of  fracturing

empires and the rise of high-tech asymmetric

threats. Russia is portrayed as a state that is

physically  strong  (military-industrial  output)

but  systemically  brittle  (fuel,  regional  debt).

Ukraine  is  framed  as  a  rising  technological

powerhouse, transitioning from a recipient of

aid to a producer of strategic weapons.

COUNTRIES 

Russia: Portrayed as chaotic and inept at a

regional  level,  yet  stable  in  its  repressive

core. Quote: "56 regions... closed the first

quarter  with  a  deficit...  almost  10  times

more than in 2022."

Ukraine: Framed  as  principled  but

aggressive. Quote: "Ukrainian ballistics will

change  everything  in  this  war...  it's  a

completely different league."

Poland: Framed  as  an  ally  hampered  by

historical  bitterness.  Quote:  "Warsaw  is

dissatisfied that one of the units of the ZSU

was named after UPA heroes."

LEADERS 

Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as an isolated

figure, perhaps ineptly informed by his own

staff.  Quote:  "The  FSO  trained  massovka

stood before the cameras again."

Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as strong

and  uncompromising.  Quote:  "Zelensky

returned Poland’s highest honor by mail."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

A  coordinated  campaign  is  underway  to

manage the domestic perception of the "Fuel

Special  Operation."  State  television  is
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coaching  citizens  on  how  to  pour  gasoline

from  canisters without  spilling,  framing  a

catastrophic shortage as a matter of "safety."

Simultaneously, the hacking of Moscow Mayor

Sobyanin's  Telegram channel  to  spread  pro-

Ukrainian messages indicates that the digital

front  is  increasingly  porous.  The  "meta-

narrative" of the day is the contrast between

the state's myth of self-sufficiency and the

reality  of  its  dependency  on  bypassed

Western  technology,  such  as  VPNs

(Amnesia) to access reality.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Regional  Secessionism: As  fuel  for

agriculture fails and debt mounts, regions

like  Irkutsk  or  Kemerovo  may  initiate

unauthorized  direct  trade  with  China,

effectively bypassing Moscow's authority.

Escalation to Strategic Strike: With the

FP-9  missile  nearing  deployment,  Ukraine

will  likely attempt a precision strike on a

Moscow symbol of  power to puncture the

informational  cocoon  surrounding  the

Russian leadership.

Internal Security Overstretch: The need

for Rosgvardia to guard every refinery will

pull these units from the front lines or from

domestic policing,  potentially leading to a

resurgence of spontaneous labor strikes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  total

electricity blackout in parts of Crimea as the

Tavricheskaya  TPP  is  targeted.  Civil  unrest

among transport workers in major cities due

to fuel costs is highly probable.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Russia  will

likely  experience a  failed  harvest in  eastern

regions due to diesel shortages, necessitating

emergency food imports from the SCO bloc.

The  UK  will  likely  appoint  a  new  PM  who

maintains the pro-Ukraine status quo despite

Starmer’s exit.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  Russian

regional debt crisis will lead to the permanent

closure of hundreds of hospitals and schools,

accelerating  rural  depopulation  and

concentrating all state power and resources in

three  "fortress  cities":  Moscow,  St.

Petersburg, and Kazan.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  convergence  of  refinery

degradation and fiscal exhaustion represents

a critical inflection point for Russian stability.

Strategic Energy Collapse: Domestic fuel

market ceases to function for non-military

purposes.  Triggers: Successful  strike  on

the  Omsk refinery  or  major  pipeline  hub.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Catastrophic

breakdown of  domestic  logistics  and food

distribution.  Mitigations: Severe

rationing, military seizure of all fuel stocks.

Ukrainian  Strike  on  Moscow  Power

Centers: Kiev uses domestic ballistics for a

decapitation  attempt  or  symbolic  strike.

Triggers: FP-9  missile  test  success.

Likelihood: Moderate-High.  Impact:

Destabilization  of  the  regime’s  central

authority.  Mitigations: Deployment  of

S-500 batteries around the Kremlin.
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Russian  Regional  Sovereign  Default:

Major  industrial  regions  cease  all  social

payments. Triggers: Refusal of the central

bank to print more regional support funds.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Widespread

civil  unrest  and  abandonment  of  state

infrastructure.  Mitigations: Formalizing

regional  bankruptcies  through  emergency

laws.

Assymmetric  Response  to  Starmer

Resignation: Russia leverages UK political

vacuum  for  cyber  interference.  Triggers:

UK leadership election period. Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Degradation  of  the  UK’s

support  for  the  war.  Mitigations:

Enhanced NATO cybersecurity cooperation.

Breakdown  of  the  Kiev-Warsaw  Axis:

Historical  disputes  lead  to  the  closure  of

transport  corridors  for  ZSU.  Triggers:

Further  UPA-related  ceremonies  in

Ukraine.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

Severing  of  Ukraine's  primary  logistical

lifeline to the West. Mitigations: Trilateral

negotiation with Germany as a mediator.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The exact status of the Russian Air Force

fuel reserves is unclear; it  is unknown if

the civilian AZS closures are a symptom of

military  stockpiling  or  a  general  national

depletion.

The transcripts do not confirm if the FP-9

ballistic missile is truly operational or still

in the prototype phase, which is critical for

Moscow's threat assessment.

There is no information on the succession

plan  in  Tehran following  the  Supreme

Leader’s death, which dictates the future of

the Russia-Iran military alliance.

The  extent  of  Chinese  economic

penetration into bankrupt Russian regions

(like Irkutsk) is hinted at but not detailed,

leaving  a  major  blind  spot  regarding

Russia’s territorial integrity.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse" Hypothesis: The

Russian  leadership  may  be  intentionally

allowing  regional  budgets  to  fail  to  force

regional  consolidation and  eliminate  local

governors  who  might  challenge  Moscow’s

authority, effectively using the crisis to finalize

a total centralized autocracy.

The  "Starmer  Stalling"  Tactic: The  UK

PM’s  resignation  may  not  be  a  sign  of

weakness  but  a  strategic  reset to  purge

dissenters  within  the  Labour  party  who  are

soft  on  Russia,  leading  to  an  even  more

aggressive UK posture under new leadership.

Black  Swan  Event: A  mass  defection  of

Ukrainian  engineers  and  sappers to  private

military groups or foreign armies (as reported

in rumors) could lead to a sudden collapse of

Ukraine’s defense lines despite its new missile

technology.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Monitor  the  Kiev-Warsaw  historical  rift

closely;  diplomatic  intervention  may  be

needed  to  prevent  a  blockade  of  military

aid.

Prepare  for  a  Russian  sovereign  debt

default scenario; plan for the humanitarian

impact of regional state failure in the Urals

and Siberia.
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Strengthen  security  around  satellite

command centers globally,  as the Russian

targeting of Dubna signals a new intent to

move the conflict into the space domain.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Divest  from  all  Russian  regional  bond

holdings  immediately,  as  regional  debt  is

essentially unpayable.

Anticipate major disruptions in agricultural

commodity markets due to the Russian fuel

shortage affecting harvest cycles.

Companies operating in Albania should re-

evaluate risks associated with high-profile

projects  linked  to  former  US  political

figures,  as  domestic  protests  are

intensifying.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  focus  is  on  emergency  fiscal

management and the further erosion of civil

liberties  through  expanded  definitions  of

treason.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency Debt Expansion Act: A Duma

proposal to allow the unlimited increase of

federal debt to cover wartime deficits.

Regional  Tax  Redistribution  Bill: A

policy shifting 17% of the corporate profit

tax to  the  regions,  which  remains

insufficient to cover their debts.

Stray Animal Culling Law: Legislation in

Irkutsk  allowing  the  killing  of  stray  dogs

after  11  days  of  detention,  a  symptom of

the  breakdown  of  municipal  funding  for

animal welfare.

Presumption of Buyer Good Faith: A bill

to  protect  real  estate  buyers  from  the

"Dolyna"  fraud  schemes,  which  has  been

languishing in the Duma for months.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Crimean  Emergency  Address: Sergey

Aksyonov  announced  the  cessation  of  all

civilian fuel sales.

Starmer  Resignation  Speech: The  UK

Prime  Minister  conceded  failure on

immigration and energy.

Russian  Ministry  of  Health  Briefing:

Promised a "review" of medic wage cuts in

Kurgan  and  Suzdal which  has  yet  to

materialize.

KEY STORIES

The Kapotnya Refinery Catastrophe: A

strike  on  Moscow's  primary  refinery

leading to a massive fire and a friendly-fire

incident by a Pantsir system.

Ukrainian  Missiles  FP-7/FP-9: The

unveiling  of  domestic  ballistic  technology

capable of striking the Russian capital.

Voronezh  Factory  Strike: Ukrainian

missiles  hit  a  plant  producing  electronics

for Iskander and Kh-101 missiles.

Crimean Energy Quarantine: A total halt

to civilian fuel sales and rolling electricity

blackouts across the peninsula.

Dubna Space Communications Strike: A

drone  attack  on  the  center  providing

broadcasting  and  satellite  links in  the

Moscow region.

Russian Regional  Budget  Collapse: 56

regions  in  deficit,  with  Kemerovo and

Irkutsk facing total insolvency.
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Assassination of Semyon Skrepetsky: A

Russian  dissident  artist  shot  to  death in

Poland after his high-profile caricatures of

Putin and Lukashenko.

UK  Political  Crisis: The  resignation  of

Keir  Starmer and  the  ensuing  leadership

contest.

Zelensky-Poland Rift: The mailing back of

Poland’s  highest  honor by  the  Ukrainian

President due to UPA-related disputes.

The 1 Euro Home Experiment: Towns in

Sicily  and  Italy  (Salemi,  Mussomeli)

offering  homes  for  1  euro to  combat

depopulation.

Medvedev Corruption Scandal: The link

between  the  Medvedev  faction,  Yusufov,

and  organized  crime  syndicates  like  the

Tambovskaya OPG.

Albanian  Protests  over  Kushner

Project: Thousands  protest  in  Albania

against  the  Narta  lagoon  resort  project

overseen by Jared Kushner.

Kyrgyzstan  Snow  Leopard

Conservation: Efforts  to  save  the  snow

leopard by promoting ecotourism instead of

hunting.

Kyiv Pride 10th Anniversary: A march of

500 people in the Ukrainian capital calling

for  civil  rights  and  same-sex  marriage

recognition for soldiers.

Amnesia VPN Launch: The promotion of

tools to bypass Russian internet censorship

amid tightening state control.

Dubna White City Decay: The collapse of

infrastructure  in  the  "White  City"

shipbuilding  hub as  its  central  shipyard

faces bankruptcy.

The  Sitskar  People: A  report  on  the

vanishing  Sitskar  ethnic  subgroup in

Yaroslavl,  living  in  near-medieval

conditions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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