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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Broadcast coverage on June 22, 2026, reveals
a region at a critical geopolitical crossroads,
characterized by the convergence of a
resurgent "Trumpian" foreign policy, an
accelerating Israeli annexationist agenda in
the West Bank, and a precarious humanitarian
situation in Gaza. The primary narrative arc
follows the  breakdown of technical
negotiations between the United States and
Iran in Switzerland, where the Iranian
delegation withdrew in protest of perceived
threats from the U.S. administration. This
diplomatic friction is mirrored by internal
shifts within the American executive branch,
with Vice President ].D. Vance reportedly
critiquing Prime Minister Netanyahu’s past
influence over U.S. regional strategy, signaling
a transactional and "America-First"
recalibration of the alliance.

Simultaneously, the Palestinian domestic
sphere is dominated by reports of systemic

Israeli settlement expansion and
infrastructure projects, such as "Road 45,"
which are framed as '"creeping annexation"
designed to isolate Palestinian population
centers. The humanitarian crisis in Gaza
persists under what UNICEF describes as a
"deadly illusion" of a ceasefire, with escalating
casualty counts and a collapse of essential
services. Internally, the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) appears to be attempting
a political reorganization, evidenced by high-
level factional meetings in Damascus aimed at
preparing for Palestinian National Council
(PNC) elections, potentially seeking to bolster
institutional legitimacy amidst a deteriorating
security environment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Iran Diplomatic Breakdown in

Switzerland

* Technical negotiations involving the US,
Iran, Qatar, and Pakistan in Switzerland
reached a stalemate as the Iranian

delegation withdrew following threats from

President Trump.

* The negotiations aimed to address nuclear
levels and the potential (enrichment) cwaxs

release of $300 billion in frozen Iranian

assets for domestic reconstruction.

* The failure of talks has immediate
implications for the security of the Straits
of Hormuz, with energy prices identified as
a primary Iranian lever against the U.S.
administration.
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Accelerated West Bank Annexation e Settler violence has evolved into a

Strategy paramilitary threat, with armed assaults on
villages like Al-Khader and Turmus Ayya
* Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich is occurring under the protection of the IDF.
advancing plans to transfer hundreds of
millions of Shekels to settlements under the Diplomacy & Statecraft
guise of "Jewish Identity" n
infrastructure development. * The PLO held strategic meetings in
Damascus with Ambassador Samir Al-Rifai

Infrastructure projects like "Road 45" are
being utilized to seize thousands of dunams
of land around Jerusalem, effectively

cutting off East Jerusalem from its West * The "Quartet" of Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Bank hinterland. Turkey, and Pakistan met in Cairo to

coordinate a regional response to the Gaza

crisis and settlement expansion.

to prepare for PNC elections, suggesting a
push for renewed political unity.

* Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa’s visit

to Sebastia emphasized  Palestinian

resistance to "ethnic cleansing” through Energy & Critical Minerals

archaeological and land-use claims.

* Energy markets are highly sensitive to the

Israeli Domestic Instability and Public Switzerland talks; reports indicate energy
Sentiment prices could double if the Straits of Hormuz
are closed, a risk President Trump is
reportedly attempting to mitigate through
transactional diplomacy.

* A significant majority of the Israeli public
(59%) reportedly supports the resignation
of Prime Minister Netanyahu, reflecting

deep dissatisfaction with his handling of Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk
the conflict.

* Settlement organizations like Ateret
Cohanim are wusing ‘'retroactive rent"

* Divisions within the U.S. Republican party
are highlighted, with reports claiming that

80% of GOP voters in Idaho now oppose the claims in Silwan as a legal tool for
"historic right" to a Jewish state, dispossession and eviction of Palestinian
suggesting a paradigm shift in U.S. residents.
conservative support. * There are growing calls within the EU for
sanctions on  Israeli  officials and
KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS organizations involved in West Bank

settlement activity.

Armed Conflict & Militarization
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

e Gaza continues to see significant casualties
z inu igni ualti THEMES

despite talk of a ceasefire; reports cite
counts ranging from 732 to over 73,000
deaths since October 2023, indicating a
total breakdown in reliable casualty
tracking or a massive reporting
discrepancy.

The Transactionalization of the U.S.-Israel
Alliance The day's reporting suggests a
fundamental shift in the  U.S.-Israel
relationship under the current U.S.
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administration. Unlike previous decades of
ideological alignment, the relationship is
framed as increasingly transactional.
Reports of Vice President JD Vance blaming
Netanyahu for drawing the U.S. into regional
wars indicate a "realist" turn in the White
House. The administration appears willing to
use Israeli security as a bargaining chip in
broader negotiations with Iran, emphasizing
American energy security over Israeli regional
objectives.

Infrastructure as Annexation
Infrastructure development in the West Bank
has moved beyond
settlements to becoming the primary engine
of annexation. The construction of "Road 45"
is not merely a transport project but a
strategic ~ wedge designed to create
"irreversible facts on the ground" before the
end of current political mandates. This
"creeping
bypassing international diplomatic processes,
relying on Smotrich’s control of civil and
financial mechanisms to de facto integrate the
territory into Israel.

serving  existing

annexation" is increasingly

Synthesis of Religion and Nationalism
There is a growing intellectual trend within
Palestinian discourse—evidenced by the
analysis of prisoner Mahmoud al-Ardah’s book
—that seeks to synthesize Islamic theology
with national liberation. This "religious-
nationalist" framework moves away from
globalized "political Islam" toward a localized
"Palestinian theology of liberation" that frame
national service and resistance as a religious
duty, potentially broadening the appeal of the
national movement.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Israel: A Crisis of Mandate Prime Minister
Netanyahu is facing a severe domestic
legitimacy crisis. With 59% of Israelis calling
for his removal and his government reliant on
extremist factions like Smotrich and Ben-Gvir,
the state’s internal cohesion is fraying. This
domestic vulnerability is driving aggressive
settlement policy as a means for the right-
wing coalition to secure its base before a
potential government collapse. The reporting
also highlights a growing movement within
Israel looking toward candidates like Nir

Barkat or Gadi Eisenkot as potential
successors.
Palestine: Institutional Reconstitution

The Palestinian Authority and PLO are
engaged in a quiet but significant
reconstitution of their political organs.

The Damascus meetings (Broadcast
20260622-3) regarding the Palestinian

National Council indicate an attempt to
integrate disparate factions, including those
in the diaspora (e.g., Syria, Lebanon, Europe),
to create a more representative national front.
This is a survival strategy aimed at
maintaining relevance as the "two-state
physically dismantled by
settlement expansion.

solution" is

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Middle East The "outside
world" is no longer portrayed as a U.S.-led
hegemony but as a multipolar arena. The
"Quartet" of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Pakistan is asserting its own regional agency,

often independent of Western dictates. This

bloc is leveraging its relationship with both
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the U.S. and Iran to stabilize regional energy
flows and prevent a wider war.

Erosion of the "Western Consensus" The
traditional Western consensus on Israel is
portrayed as fracturing. The report of the
Paris City Council granting honorary
citizenship to Gazan civilians and journalists
is a symbolic but potent indicator of the shift
in European municipal and public opinion,
which is increasingly divergent from national-
level policies.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic landscape is defined by extreme
volatility in global energy markets and the
strategic weaponization of state assets. The
Palestinian local economy is suffering from
"financial piracy," with Israeli withholding of
clearance funds causing a severe liquidity
crisis that threatens the salaries of public
employees and the stability of the banking
sector.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy Prices: Projected to double if
Switzerland talks fail and Hormuz is closed.

* Frozen Assets: $300 billion in Iranian
funds remain a central piece of regional
diplomatic leverage.

* Settlement Financing: Intentional
iversion of hundr f millions of Shekel
from Israeli national budgets to West Bank

settlement infrastructure.

* Palestinian Agricultural Decline: Settler
attacks on apricot and olive harvests are
systematically = destroying the  rural
Palestinian economic base.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The reporting environment is one of
anticipation for imminent shifts in both Israeli
and British leadership, alongside the
consolidation of a new "realist" faction in the
U.S. executive branch.

* J.D. Vance: Framed as a rising strategist
within the U.S. administration who is
increasingly critical of Netanyahu, viewing
the Prime Minister as a liability to "America
First" regional priorities.

* Bezalel Smotrich: Effectively acting as
the "architect of annexation," leveraging
his control of the treasury to force long-
term demographic shifts in the West Bank.

* Keir Starmer: The resignation of the
British Prime Minister after less than two
years signals deep instability within the
UK, potentially impacting European policy
toward the Middle East.

* Ruhi Fattouh: Re-emerging as a key figure

in condemning Israeli policy, signaling the
PNC’s attempt to lead international

Palestinian advocacy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Palestinian TV’s editorial posture is highly
nationalistic and focused on documenting
systematic displacement. The ‘"Lead
Stories" are consistently focused on Israeli
military strikes in Gaza and settlement
expansion in the West Bank, often utilizing
visceral personal accounts of Nakba survivors
to link 1948 history with 2026 events
(Broadcast  20260622-22). A  significant
portion of airtime is dedicated to cultural
preservation and the "history of the land,"
serving as a psychological counter-offensive to
settlement claims. The tone 1is one of
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existential threat, yet it is interspersed with
segments on local innovation (kunafa
machines) to provide a narrative of resilience.

Conspicuous Omissions: While detailing
Israeli domestic unpopularity, the broadcast
largely ignores internal Palestinian political
dissent or criticism of the Mahmoud Abbas
administration. There is also a lack of detail
on the specific "threats" from Trump that led
to the Iranian walkout, leaving the
geopolitical causality vague.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a battlefield between a
resurgent, unpredictable American power and
a regional "Quartet" attempting to maintain a
fragile stability. Israel is increasingly
portrayed not as a "startup nation" but as a
chaotic actor whose internal extremism is
isolating it from even its closest allies.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States (Trump/Vance): Portrayed
as strong but erratic and transactional.
They are "foe" to the previous diplomatic
order and a "competent" but ruthless
pursuer of American energy interests at the
expense of regional allies. Quote: "Trump
overpowered his) duaxidl axllas e
personal interests) over American national
security considerations" (20260622-26).

* Israel (Netanyahu): Framed as wealk,
inept, and rogue.
Netanyahu is depicted as a leader fighting
for survival by enabling extremists who
threaten the stability of the entire region.

increasingly

e Iran: Portrayed as a stable and patient
negotiator that "knows how to weave a
carpet" (negotiate long-term) and is not
afraid to walk away from a "bad deal" in
Switzerland (20260622-61).

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

e UNICEF: Framed as a principled truth-
teller, exposing the "deadly illusion" of the
ceasefire while the world ignores the "265
children killed in their homes" since the
agreement (20260622-2).

* Ateret Cohanim: Portrayed as a
predatory "colonial" agent weaponizing
the legal system for demographic
engineering (20260622-4).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information space is characterized by
narrative contestation over history and
law. Israel is wusing archaeological and
infrastructure narratives to seed the idea of
West Bank integration as "natural growth." In
response, the Palestinian broadcast is heavily
seeding the "9000-year history" of Hebron
(20260622-9) and documenting the Aramean
roots of the local dialect (20260622-14) to
cement an indigenous identity that predates
modern Zionism. The broadcast also
highlights what it terms "settler propaganda,"
particularly regarding claims of land
ownership, countering them with detailed
genealogical and historical accounts of
displaced villages like Khubayza.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Closure of the Straits of Hormuz: If the
Swiss talks do not resume within 30 days,
there is a high probability of Iran
conducting a "demonstration of force" in
the Straits of Hormuz to spike oil prices,
forcing the Trump administration back to
the table with more favorable terms.
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* West Bank Governance Collapse: As Long Term (1-5 Years):
Smotrich  diverts more funds, the

Palestinian Authority’s ability to provide * The shift in U.S. public opinion (e.g., the
services will likely collapse within 6 Idaho poll) suggests a generational move
months, leading to a security vacuum that toward a de-ideologized Middle East
will be filled by the "Quartet" (Egypt/ policy, where the U.S.-Israel alliance
Jordan) or direct Israeli military rule. becomes a standard, transactional military

relationship rather than a "special

* The "Vance Pivot": Within the next year,

the U.S. may officially de-link Israeli relationship.”

settlement policy from U.S. strategic

support, potentially leading to the first U.S. RISK ASSESSMENT

abstention or support for sanctions against

Israeli entities at the UN. * Regional Energy Blackout: Triggers

include a final collapse of US-Iran talks and
Iranian military maneuvers in the Straits.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Global economic
recession and hyper-inflation in energy-
dependent markets. Mitigations: Release of

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

- Expect a surge in "price tag" settler attacks strategic reserves, Qatari mediation, and
and localized clashes in Hebron as the PNC transactional release of Iranian assets.
election talk gathers momentum. » West Bank Intifada 3.0: Triggers include

* Global energy prices will remain on a high- the eviction of residents in Silwan or a
risk premium until technical talks in major settler-led casualty event in Hebron.
Switzerland are formally resumed or Likelihood: MOderate-High. ImpaCt: Total
declared dead. collapse of the PA and direct regional

spillover into Jordan. Mitigations:
Medium Term (1-6 Months): Immediate deployment of the Arab

"Financial Safety Net" and a halt to Road

* Completion of "Road 45" infrastructure will 45 construction.

likely lead to the final isolation of the
Palestinian villages surrounding Jerusalem,
creating a new "map of the possible" for
future negotiations.

* Israeli Governance Collapse: Triggers
include a vote of no confidence or Ben-Gvir/
Smotrich withdrawing from the coalition
over US-Iran rapprochement. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Political paralysis during
a regional war and lack of oversight for
settler violence. Mitigations: Formation of a
unity government with Barkat/Eisenkot.

e Israeli elections or a government collapse
is likely if Netanyahu cannot secure a major
"win" from the Trump administration to
offset his low domestic approval.
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* Gaza Famine and Total Infrastructure
Failure: Triggers include the failure of
UNRWA funding and continued blocking of
aid. Likelihood: High. Impact: Mass death
and uncontrolled migration toward the
Egyptian border. Mitigations: Re-opening of
all crossings and immediate restoration of
the UNRWA mandate.

* U.S. Political Isolation of Israel:
Triggers include Vance’s '"realist" faction
gaining total control of Middle East policy
and public pressure from GOP base shifts.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Loss of the
Israeli "qualitative military edge" and
international legal vulnerability.
Mitigations: Significant Israeli policy shift
on settlements.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Contradictory Casualty Data: The 100-
fold discrepancy in Gaza casualty figures
(732 vs 73,000) is a major intelligence gap
that prevents accurate assessment of the
humanitarian threshold.

* The "Idaho Poll" Veracity: The claim that
80% of GOP voters in a conservative state
oppose Israel’s existence is highly unusual
and requires third-party verification to rule
out disinformation or statistical
manipulation (20260622-4).

* Hamas’s Internal Status: While the
broadcast focuses on the PLO in Damascus,
the current military and political state of
Hamas within Gaza is almost entirely
absent from the news cycle.

* Jordanian Domestic Stability: Despite
being part of the "Quartet" and a neighbor
to the West Bank crisis, there is little
reporting on the internal stability of the
Hashemite Kingdom.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Vance Deception”: Rather than a
strategic shift, Vance’s criticism of Netanyahu
may be a carefully coordinated "good cop/
bad cop" routine designed to pressure
Netanyahu into accepting a US-Iran deal that
the U.S. desperately needs for its domestic
economy, while maintaining back-channel
security guarantees for Israel.

Settlement Overreach as a Coalition Exit
Strategy: Smotrich and Ben-Gvir may be
pushing for "Road 45" and mass land seizure
not as a final goal, but as a poison pill
designed to force a government collapse that
would allow them to run in a new election as
"martyrs for the land" against a "weak"
Netanyahu.

Black Swan: The Damascus Alternative:
The PLO meetings in Damascus could lead to
the establishment of a Palestinian
Government-in-Exile that gains rapid
recognition from the "Quartet" and the EU,
effectively bypassing the Oslo framework and
creating a massive legal and diplomatic
challenge for Israeli administration of the
territories.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Intelligence agencies should
monitor "Road 45" construction as a
leading indicator of final annexation
timelines.

* Economic: Governments must prepare for
extreme energy price volatility linked to the
US-Iran "Technical Breakdown."


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PALESTINETV_20260622_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PALESTINETV_20260622_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PALESTINETV_20260622_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PALESTINETV_20260622_110000

* Diplomatic: The emergence of the "Cairo
Quartet" (Egypt, SA, Turkey, Pakistan)
suggests a shift away from U.S.-only
mediation; engagement should pivot to this
regional bloc.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Critical risks to global
shipping via the Straits of Hormuz require
immediate logistics contingency planning.

* Regulatory: Companies with ties to West
Bank settlements face a significantly
increased risk of EU-level sanctions and
municipal-level boycotts (e.g., the "Paris
Model").

* Agriculture: The Palestinian apricot and
olive markets are entering a period of high-
risk collapse; alternative sourcing for
regional agricultural products should be
explored.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity is focused on the
unilateral redirection of state funds for
territorial expansion and the potential for new
international sanctions regimes.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Settlement Infrastructure Diversion: A
proposal by Smotrich to redirect hundreds
of millions of Shekels from the national
budget to settlement expansion under
"Tewish Identity" categories.

s UNRWA Funding Cuts: Discussions
regarding the continued reduction of
international funding for refugee services.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Damascus PLO Factional Summit: A
high-level = meeting to prepare for
Palestinian National Council elections.

* Cairo Quartet Meeting: A regional

summit involving Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and Pakistan to stabilize Gaza.

KEY STORIES

* US-Iran Swiss technical talks
breakdown: Technical negotiations
between the US and Iran in Switzerland
ended in a walkout by the Iranian
delegation following threats from the
Trump administration. The talks involved

potential releases of $300 billion in Iranian

assets.

Smotrich settlement funding plan:
Israeli Finance Minister advances plans to
move hundreds of millions of Shekels to
West Bank settlements under the "Jewish

Identity" and infrastr r velopmen
labels.
JD Vance critiques Netanyahu

influence: Reports indicate the U.S. Vice
President JD Vance has criticized Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s past role in shaping
U.S. Middle East policy, signaling a more
transactional U.S. stance.

* Road 45 and "Creeping Annexation":
Infrastructure development for "Road 45"
around Jerusalem is identified as a
strategic tool to seize land and isolate
Palestinian communities.

* Gaza Casualty Contradictions:
Humanitarian agencies and medical
sources report widely divergent Gaza death
tolls, with counts reaching 73,232 in some
reports while others cite much lower
figures.
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* PLO Factional meeting in Damascus:
PLO leaders met in Syria to discuss

preparations for Palestinian National

Council (PNC) elections and national unity.

* Sebastia Archaeological Resistance:
Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa visited
the village of Sebastia to assert Palestinian

heritage against archaeological annexation
attempts.

* Paris grants honorary citizenship to

Gazans: The city of Paris unanimously
voted to grant honorary citizenship to

Gazan civilians and journalists in a
symbolic move of solidarity.

* Dr. Khalil Suleiman Commemoration: A
film project in Jenin commemorates the
martyrdom of Dr. Khalil Suleiman (2002),
highlighting the role of medical personnel
in Palestinian resistance history.

* Checkpoint Jaba Congestion: Reports
from the Jaba checkpoint highlight extreme

raffi n nomi isruption for
Palestinian commuters.
* Al-Agsa Mosque English-Language

History: A new 320-page English-language
book on Al-Agsa Mosque was released to

provide an accurate historical narrative for
non-Arabic speakers.

* UNICEF "Ceasefire Illusion" Report:
UNICEF warns that the current ceasefire in

Gaza is a '"deadly illusion" as strikes and

child casualties continue.

Apricot Season in Jifna: A segment on
the apricot harvest in Jifna highlights the
impact of conflict on traditional Palestinian
agriculture.

* Innovation in Kunafa Production:
Palestinian engineering students developed
a ialized hi : ]
kunaf r ion, showcasing local
technological innovation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj rg/announcing-our-
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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