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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June  23,  2026,  is  characterized  by  a

convergence  of  ecological  emergencies,

digital  sovereignty  disputes  in  the  Balkans,

and  a  high-stakes  recalibration  of  global

energy  and  security  alliances.  The  most

immediate  domestic  crisis  in  Bosnia  and

Herzegovina  (BiH)  involves  a  technical-

technological disaster at the Uborak landfill

in Mostar, where a toxic fire has paralyzed the

city,  sparked  civil  unrest  in  neighboring

Vrapčići,  and  exacerbated  existing  political

fissures  between  the  municipal  government

and  environmental  activists.  This  local

catastrophe  mirrors  a  broader  European

climatic  collapse,  with  record-breaking

temperatures  reaching  46°C,  causing

significant  mortality  in  France  and

infrastructure failures across Italy and Spain.

Simultaneously,  a  major  institutional  conflict

has erupted over BiH's digital infrastructure.

State-level  ministers  are resisting what  they

characterize  as  an  illegal  attempt by  entity-

level  actors  (Republika  Srpska)  to  seize

control of digital identification and electronic

signatures,  a  move  described  as  a

fundamental  threat  to  state  security  and

European integration. This domestic struggle

over "digital  borders"  is  occurring against  a

backdrop  of  global  technological  escalation,

where AI-powered drone units in Ukraine are

launching massive  strikes  deep into  Russian

territory,  highlighting  the  dual-use  risks  of

advanced  software  developed  by  firms  like

Anthropic.

In  the  geopolitical  arena,  the  Trump

administration’s claims of  a breakthrough in

nuclear inspections in Iran are being met with

sharp  denials  from  Tehran,  despite  the

temporary lifting of oil sanctions. Meanwhile,

the UK faces a leadership vacuum as Prime

Minister  Keir  Starmer  announces  his

resignation,  signaling  a  shift  toward  more

populist  labor  policies  under  potential

successor Andy Burnham. These events reflect

a world struggling to balance the immediate

demands of climate-driven disasters with the

long-term strategic shifts required by energy

transitions and technological warfare.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ecological Crisis in Mostar: The Uborak

landfill fire has been localized but remains

a source of toxic air pollution, leading to a

technical-technological  emergency

declaration and citizen blockades of waste

transport to tourist zones.

Digital  Sovereignty  Dispute: A

constitutional  clash has emerged between

the  BiH  Ministry  of  Communications  and

the  Agency  for  Personal  Data  Protection

over the electronic signature system, with

state  officials  alleging  a  political  "behind

the  scenes"  plot  to  empower  entity-level

authorities.
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European Heatwave Mortality: Extreme

heat  has  resulted  in  18  deaths  in  France

and  40  drownings  in  a  single  night,

alongside the shutdown of nuclear reactors

due to river overheating.

Shift  in  UK  Governance: PM  Keir

Starmer  has  signaled  his  departure  as

leader of the Labour Party, citing a need to

prioritize  the  country over  his  leadership

amid  declining  popularity  and  economic

pressure.

Technological  Warfare  Escalation:

Ukrainian  drone  units  are  utilizing  AI-

integrated  software  to  launch  200-drone

waves into  Russia,  overwhelming  air

defenses  and  exposing  critical  gaps  in

traditional military infrastructure.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Critical  Infrastructure  Security: The

vulnerability  of  energy  and  waste

infrastructure  is  highlighted  by  the  Uborak

fire and the shutdown of the Garonne nuclear

reactor near  Toulouse  due  to  cooling  water

temperature spikes.  The inability  to  manage

municipal  waste  in  Mostar  is  causing  social

order breakdown in the Vrapčići settlement.

Tech  Sovereignty  &  AI: The  dispute  over

digital  identification in  BiH  is  framed  as  a

matter  of  national  strength  and  statehood.

Simultaneously, the US tech firm Anthropic is

warning that its AI models, while capable of

detecting system gaps,  could  be misused as

cyber weapons if accessed by hostile actors.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: The  US-Iran

dynamic remains unstable; while sanctions on

oil were temporarily lifted, Tehran's refusal to

grant  access  to  sites  bombed  by  US/Israeli

forces  suggests  a  fragile  and  potentially

deceptive diplomatic process. In the UK, the

transition  from  Starmer  to  Andy  Burnham

represents  a  pivot  toward  regionalism  and

labor-centric economic policies.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: Driving

schools  in  the  Tuzla  Canton  are  protesting

new software mandates, claiming they violate

state-level privacy and transport regulations,

illustrating the friction between digitalization

and legacy legal frameworks.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Failure  of  Local  Governance  in

Mostar: The Uborak crisis is not merely an

accident but a culmination of six years of

neglected  planning.  The  transition  from

technical failure to civil  unrest (blockades

at  Mostar  Lake)  suggests  that  public

patience  with  municipal  inefficiency  has

reached a breaking point, particularly when

it threatens the tourist economy.

Digital Borders and State Integrity: The

fight  over  digital  signatures  in  BiH  is  a

surrogate for the broader struggle for state

sovereignty.  State  officials  argue  that

allowing  entities  (RS)  to  control  digital

identity  would  functionally  dismantle  the

digital  state before  it  is  even  fully  built,

potentially aiding secessionist agendas.

Energy  Transition  Paradox: Australia

exemplifies  the  global  tension  between

economic  dependence  on  fossil  fuels  and

environmental  necessity.  As  the  world's

second-largest  coal  exporter,  it  faces

domestic protests (Rising Tide) and market

shifts,  even as  it  invests  in  massive  wind

turbine storage at coal ports.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  is  experiencing

heightened  institutional  decay  as  state

agencies openly conflict with each other. The

Agency  for  Personal  Data  Protection is

accused  of  serving  political  interests  by

blocking  state-level  digital  services,  a  move

that  state  ministers  Edin  Forto  and  Almir

Badnjević  claim  is  a  partisan  attempt to

undermine legal certainty. This polarization is

mirrored at  the local  level  in Mostar,  where

the  city  council  and  activists  are  at  an

impasse  over  the  Uborak  closure  plan,

resulting in "technical-technological accident"

conditions.

In the UK, the Labour Party is undergoing a

managed leadership crisis. PM Keir Starmer’s

resignation is framed as a response to public

dissatisfaction with economic policy, despite a

major victory in 2024. The emergence of Andy

Burnham as a "Northern Savior" highlights a

geographical  and  class-based  divide  within

British politics that the current administration

has failed to bridge.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  international  system  is  portrayed  as  a

fracturing multipolar arena where traditional

security  architecture  is  failing.  Ukraine’s

ability to launch deep strikes into Russia using

laptops  and  decentralized  AI  software

suggests  that  "power"  is  becoming

increasingly technological rather than strictly

territorial. Russia, despite its military size, is

shown  as  vulnerable  to  laptops and  AI-

powered ingenuity.

In the Middle East,  the US is  attempting to

project  a  image  of  successful  containment

through the temporary lifting of oil sanctions

on  Iran.  However,  the  lack  of  transparency

regarding  the  "Hormuz  agreement"  and

Tehran’s denial of inspections suggests the US

is reacting defensively to global energy shocks

rather  than proactively  shaping the  region’s

security architecture.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global  markets  are  reacting  to  energy

volatility  and  the  accelerating  shift  toward

renewable infrastructure,  even as traditional

commodity hubs resist change. In BiH, human

capital  remains the primary driver of  export

success in the automotive and metal sectors,

despite a lack of coherent state policy.

Energy  Prices: Oil  prices  have  settled

near $77 a barrel following the easing of

US  sanctions  on  Iranian  crude  and  the

reopening of the Strait of Hormuz.

Australian  Exports: Newcastle  Port

handles 165 million tons of  coal annually,

even  as  it  transitions  to  storing  wind

turbine components to survive a potential

coal decline.

Aviation Innovation: Airbus is betting on

ultra-long-range travel with the A350-1000

ULR, targeting routes like Sydney-London,

despite  market  uncertainty  about  the

profitability of such specialized fleets.

Labor Migration: Spain and Germany are

aggressively  competing for  migrant  labor;

Spain  has  simplified  its  visa  and  diploma

recognition rules  to  counter  a  shrinking

workforce,  while  Germany  has  integrated

over 1.8 million migrants since 2020.

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260623_073000


LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  shifts  in  major  powers  indicate  a

turn toward regionalism and a reassessment

of established security figures.

Keir  Starmer: Has  announced  his

resignation as  Labour  Party  leader,  citing

the  need  for  new  direction  after  his

popularity  reached historic  lows following

the 2024 win.

Andy  Burnham: The  Mayor  of  Greater

Manchester  is  positioned  as  the  likely

successor to Starmer, representing a shift

toward  labor-focused,  northern-centric

leadership.

Peter  Magyar: Is  actively  opening  the

secretive  zones of  Viktor  Orban’s  former

administration in  Budapest,  symbolizing a

populist  challenge  to  Orban’s  legacy  in

Hungary.

Sergej  Barbarez: His  leadership  of  the

BiH  national  team  is  fueling  a  national

euphoria,  serving  as  a  rare  point  of

domestic unity amid institutional crisis.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  hierarchy  prioritizes

domestic institutional conflict and sports as a

relief valve. The Lead Stories center on the

Uborak  landfill  disaster  and  the  World  Cup

buildup in  Seattle  and Toronto,  utilizing  fan

euphoria  to  frame  BiH  as  a  global  player.

Buried Stories include the nuance of the UK

leadership crisis and the specific mechanics of

the  US-Iran  nuclear  dispute,  which  are

treated as foreign briefs rather than strategic

deep  dives.  The  emotional  tone is

schizophrenic: shifting from the dread of toxic

landfill fires and record heat to the exuberant

nationalism of  the World Cup.  Conspicuous

Omissions include  the  broader  implications

of the AI drone software for non-state actors

and the specific fiscal impact of the suspended

digital signature project on the BiH budget.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Nations  are  characterized  by  their  relative

stability  and  technological  adaptability.  The

US is framed as a transactionalist actor under

Trump, while European states like France and

Spain  are  shown as  defenseless  against  the

climatic onslaught.

COUNTRIES 

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Portrayed as a

state  of  high  individual  talent  (Microsoft,

sports)  but  inept  institutional  leadership,

constantly  sabotaged  by  ethnic

fragmentation.

Ukraine: Framed  as  a  technologically

superior David against the Russian Goliath,

leveraging software  to  neutralize  physical

military power.

Iran: Depicted  as  stable  but  defiant,

outmaneuvering  US  diplomatic  pressure

regarding nuclear inspections.

Australia: Characterized  as  a  nation  in

climatological denial, attempting to balance

its  fossil  fuel  wealth  with  a  dying  Great

Barrier Reef.

LEADERS 

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a  forceful

negotiator claiming  victories,  yet

potentially  deceived  by  Iranian

counterparts.

Mario Kordić: Framed by the opposition

as inept and populist,  unable to resolve a

multi-year ecological crisis in his own city.

Edin  Forto: Portrayed  as  a  principled

defender of  state-level  digital  sovereignty

against separatist encroachment.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Information  warfare  is  highly  active  in  the

Balkans, with state officials accusing agencies

of narrative seeding to facilitate the transfer

of  competencies  to  entities.  The  framing  of

the  Uborak  landfill  fire  as  a  "technical-

technological  accident"  rather  than  a

municipal  failure  is  an  example  of  strategic

linguistic  framing.  Internationally,  the  delta

between  Trump’s  claims  of  Iran’s  nuclear

concessions  and  Tehran’s  outright  denials

suggest  a  high-level  psychological  operation

intended for domestic US audiences ahead of

the  2026  midterms  or  general  geopolitical

posturing.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Escalation of Digital secessionism: The

legal  challenge  to  the  digital  signature

system  will  likely  end  up  in  the

Constitutional Court, further stalling BiH's

EU  integration  and  creating  a  "digital

vacuum" that entities will fill with their own

infrastructure.

Climatic Migration Shock: As European

temperatures  continue  to  exceed  40°C,  a

secondary  wave  of  internal  EU  migration

toward cooler northern regions is likely to

disrupt the current labor market logic seen

in Germany and Spain.

UK Policy  Pivot: A  Burnham-led  Labour

government  will  likely  move  toward

protectionist  industrial  policy and  higher

public  spending,  potentially  straining

relations with the US and the EU on trade

terms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  Uborak

landfill  fire  will  lead  to  intensified  street

protests in Mostar, potentially requiring state-

level intervention if municipal waste collection

remains paralyzed.  The World Cup match in

Seattle will serve as a major soft-power event

for the BiH diaspora.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

suspension of digital signatures for businesses

will lead to VAT payment delays and economic

friction,  potentially  costing the BiH treasury

millions  in  revenue  as  businesses  fail  to

comply with paper-only requirements.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Great  Barrier

Reef  may  reach  a  terminal  bleaching  state

unless Australia radically alters its coal export

trajectory, leading to a total collapse of the $6

billion reef tourism industry.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Mass  Heatstroke  Mortality: The

persistent  heatwave  across  Europe  could

lead  to  thousands  of  deaths  among

vulnerable populations. Triggers: Extended

power grid failures due to cooling demand.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Critical.

Mitigations:  Emergency  cooling  centers

and  mandatory  outdoor  work  bans

currently  being  activated in  Italy  and

France.

AI-Enabled Cyber Weaponry: The leak or

misuse of Anthropic-style models could lead

to  precision  strikes  on  power  grids.

Triggers: Insider threat or cyber breach at

major US tech firms. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact:  Catastrophic.  Mitigations:

Restricted access to AI models for all but a

few companies.
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BiH Institutional Paralysis: A failure to

resolve  the  digital  identity  row  will  halt

state-level  electronic  services.  Triggers:

Constitutional Court ruling favoring entity-

level  laws.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

High.  Mitigations:  International  mediation

via OHR intervention.

Iranian Nuclear Deception: The denial of

inspections despite oil sanction relief could

lead  to  a  sudden  nuclear  breakout.

Triggers:  Collapse  of  the  Swiss

negotiations. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Extreme. Mitigations: Immediate snapback

of  maritime  blockades in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Mostar Social Unrest: The landfill  crisis

could  boil  over  into  ethnic  or  partisan

violence.  Triggers:  Police  force  used  to

break  the  Vrapčići  blockades.  Likelihood:

Low-Moderate.  Impact:  Moderate.

Mitigations:  Immediate  opening  of  a  new

waste cell at Uborak.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Source of the Uborak Fire: While the fire

is  localized,  no  definitive  cause  has  been

publicly stated, leaving open the possibility

of arson or extreme mismanagement.

AI Software Origin: The exact nature of

the  software  enabling  Ukrainian  deep

strikes is unverified; it is unclear if this is

purely  domestic  or  a  clandestine  Western

transfer.

Hormuz Agreement Terms: The specific

"text" of the deal that Trump claims to have

made  with  Iran  remains  undisclosed,

making  public  denouncements  by  Tehran

difficult to evaluate.

Starmer  Resignation  Details: The

specific  "internal  party  коллеги

(colleagues)"  who  forced  Starmer's  hand

are not identified, obscuring the true power

dynamics in the new UK leadership race.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Managed  Crisis  Theory: The  digital

signature  row  in  BiH  may  be  a  deliberate

distraction by state actors to hide their own

technical  failures  in  implementing  digital

services,  using  RS  "secessionism"  as  a

convenient  scapegoat  for  the  lack  of  actual

progress since 2008. If the system were truly

operational, a temporary legal dispute would

not threaten billions in VAT revenue.

The Iranian "False Denial": Tehran's sharp

denial  of  inspections  could  be  a  domestic

face-saving  measure meant  to  appease

hardliners  while  clandestine inspections are,

in fact, taking place to ensure the continued

flow of oil revenue.

Black Swan: A sudden terror strike on the

Lumen  Field during  the  BiH-Qatar  match,

given the high concentration of diaspora and

the high-profile nature of the World Cup 2026,

would  cause  an  immediate  regional  security

crisis  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  freeze

global aviation.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize the OHR-backed resolution of the

digital  signature  conflict  to  avoid  a  total

collapse  of  electronic  tax  and  business

filings in BiH.
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Accelerate  worker  protection  laws for

extreme  heat,  as  current  mortality  rates

indicate  existing  infrastructure  is

insufficient for temperatures above 40°C.

Increase monitoring of dual-use AI software

transfers  to  avoid  cyber  infrastructure

shocks.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Firms operating in BiH should prepare for

paper-based tax filings as the digital system

faces an indefinite legal freeze.

Investors in European energy should hedge

against  nuclear  output  drops during

summer  months  as  river  temperatures

become a hard constraint on cooling.

Aviation logistics firms should evaluate the

long-term viability of ultra-long-range fleets

if  global  warming  leads  to  increased

turbulence and fuel efficiency penalties.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

BiH state ministers are currently fighting to

maintain  the  Law  on  Identification

Documents (2008) against a new RS Law on

Electronic Documents that seeks to create a

parallel  digital  identification  system.

Simultaneously,  the  UK  Labour  Party

executive  is  outlining  a  schedule for

leadership  nominations  following  Starmer’s

resignation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

BiH Law on Electronic Signatures: A

20-year-old  law  whose  stalled

implementation is  now the  center  of  a

state-entity constitutional crisis.

RS Law on Electronic Identification:

A new entity-level  regulation that  state

officials  claim  is  unconstitutional and

intended to facilitate secession.

Australian  Net  Zero  Pathway:

Legislation  to  reach  82%  renewable

energy by 2030, even as the government

approves four new coal mines.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Forto-Badnjević  Joint  Conference:

Aimed at exposing the "illegal" attempts

to dismantle state digital oversight.

Mostar  City  Council  Emergency

Session: Requested by the opposition to

address  the  technical-technological

disaster at Uborak.

KEY STORIES

Mostar  Landfill  Fire: A  toxic  fire  at

Uborak  landfill  has  caused  a  technical-

technological  emergency;  residents  in

Vrapčići are  blocking  waste  trucks  to

prevent trash dumping in tourist zones.

BiH Digital Signature Row: The Ministry

of  Communications  is  clashing  with  the

Data Protection Agency over the legality of

state-level digital signatures.

European  Heatwave: Record  46°C  heat

across  the  continent;  18  dead  in  France,

nuclear  reactors  shutdown,  and

infrastructure collapse in Italy and Spain.
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US-Iran  Relations: Trump  announces

inspection breakthroughs; Tehran denies all

claims  while  sanctions  on  oil  are

temporarily eased.

Ukraine  Drone  Warfare: AI-powered

drone  units  launch  massive  strikes  into

Russia; 200 drones used in a single wave.

UK Leadership Crisis: PM Keir  Starmer

resigns;  Andy  Burnham  emerges  as  the

frontrunner  for  the  Labour  Party

leadership.

Australian  Coal  Transition: Protests  by

"Rising  Tide"  activists  against  new  coal

mines as  Newcastle  Port  begins  storing

wind turbine blades.

Femicide  in  BiH: Massive  surge  in

violence  against  women,  with  61  cases

since 2020; experts call for systemic reform

and "Safe Houses" funding.

World Cup 2026: Euphoria in Seattle and

Toronto as BiH prepares to play Qatar and

Croatia faces Panama.

Anthropic  AI  Risks: US  tech  firm

Anthropic identifies 1,000 vulnerabilities in

OS and warns of AI models being used as

weapons.

Hungarian  Political  Opening: Peter

Magyar opens Orban's "no-go zones" to the

public in Budapest.

Tuzla Driving School Protest: 48 driving

schools  block  roads  in  Tuzla  against  new

software mandates.

Airbus  ULR Flight: Airbus  launches  the

A350-1000  ULR  for  record-setting long-

haul flights for Qantas.

Lady Elliot Island Restoration: A "man-

made" forest on a coral island shows nature

can rebound with human help.

Dutch  Urban  Experiment: The  city  of

Ostervold enforces a rule where residents

must use 50% of land for food production.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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