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REPORT DATE: JUNE 23, 2026 - THE PIVOTAL SHIFT IN WEST ASIAN GEOPOLITICS

(BRICS / RESISTANCE BLOC)

MEDIATED BY PAKISTAN: ()
60-Day Technical
Negotiation Window

HORMUZ STRAIT RE-ARCHITECTURE:
Iran & Oman Establish Joint Committee.
Maritime Traffic Transitioning to
‘Sovereign Management Zone'
(Paid Services, Security Oversight).
“Never Return to Pre-War Status'.

14-POINT
ISLAMABAD MoU

IRANIAN ‘REDLINES' SECURED:
Permanent Lebanon Ceasefire,
Unblocking of Billions in Frozen Assets

TEHRAN'S VIEW:
A ‘Strategic Surrender’ by the
United States following the
40-day ‘Ramadan War’

CEASEFIRE & DIPLOMACY:
‘Berkenstock/Geneva' Track Strained.
Progress Linked to Lebanon
Ceasefire Implementation
&Naval Blockade Lifting.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING & INTERNAL DYNAMICS

THE ‘RISING EAST" & ANTI-HEGEMONIC BLOC
(STRONG & PRINCIPLED)

THE ‘FRACTURINGYNEST' & IMPERIALIST CENTER
(WEAK & ERRATIC)

UNITED IRAN

TRANSITION OF
POWER TO THE "EAST":
Narrative of Western
‘Strategic Surrender’
& Focus Shift to
China/Taiwan

Y
BRICS SECURITY OFFICIALS
(NEW DELHI)

NEW WORLD
ORDER & BRICS:
Framing "Aggressors®
to Margins. Framing

US/Israel as "State
Terrorism’ Threat

TECH SOVEREIGNTY:
Domestic "Medical
Nuclear Program’

Resilience (e.g., Cardiotic
SPECT Systems)

US-ISRAEL
STRATEGIC RIFT:
“Narrative Collapse”.
Trump Rebukes "Difficult”
Netanyahu Over
Escalatory Strikes. Public Economic Pressure Drive  Collapsed Militarily
Breakdown in Alignment  Political Fragmentation

US DOMESTIC ISRAELI
INSTABILITY: FRAGMENTATION &
Senate ‘War Powers’ DESPERATION:
Rebuke (Decries).  “‘Weakest Position Yet".
4.2% Inflation & “Greater Israel’ Project

& Socially

ECONOMIC IMPACTS, HUMANITARIAN CRISIS & FUTURE OUTLOOK

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
& LEVERAGE

INFLATION & COMMODITIES:

US CPI at 4.2% (May '26).
Hormuz Tanker Traffic
Collapsed 90% Pre-MoU

SUPPLY CHAINS & TRADE:
Activist Protests against
Israeli-linked phosphoric acid.
Pakistan-Iran 900km Gas
Pipeline Project

ENERGY AS WEAPON:
Hormuz Control used for
‘Unconditional Financial
Concessions’ & Asset Release

GAZA HUMANITARIAN
COLLAPSE (GENOCIDE)

e AN
DEATH TOLL REACHES 73,000.
‘Systematic Wiping Out’ of 2,700+
Families from Civil Registry.
Critical 86% Medical Supply
Shortage due to Ongoing Blockade

RISK ASSESSMENT &
FUTURE SCENARIOS

= A ZZj
SABOTAGE OF US-IRAN DEAL (High Risk):
Israeli Escalation or “Surprise Front” to Derail MoU

HORMUZ MARITIME INSTABILITY (Moderate Risk):
Miscalculations in New Iranian Management Zone
leading to Global Energy Shock

LONG-TERM STRUCTURAL SHIFT:
Hormuz as Managed Iranian Zone, leading to
‘De-dollarization’ & BRICS-linked Systems
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 23, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in West
Asian geopolitics as Iran transitions from a
40-day kinetic conflict (the "Ramadan War") to
an aggressive diplomatic posture designed to
institutionalize its battlefield gains. The core
of the day's developments centers on the
Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), a 14-point
framework mediated by Pakistan that Tehran
frames as a strategic surrender by the United
States. President Masud Pezeshkian’s high-
profile visit to Pakistan and the deployment of
Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf to Oman signal a coordinated effort
to secure Iranian "redlines," specifically the
permanent cessation of hostilities in Lebanon,
the unblocking of billions in frozen assets,
and the assertion of exclusive Iranian-Omani

management over the Strait of Hormuz.

The administration of Donald Trump appears
to be operating in a state of high friction with

its traditional regional ally, Israel. Transcripts
highlight a "narrative collapse" within the
US-Israeli alliance, with Trump publicly
rebuking Prime Minister Netanyahu for
escalatory strikes in Lebanon that threatened
the fragile ceasefire. Concurrently, the US
Senate has issued a significant, albeit
symbolic, rebuke to the presidency by passing
a War Powers resolution to halt military action
against Iran, indicating a domestic lack of
mandate for continued escalation. This
convergence of events suggests that Iran has
successfully leveraged its "unity of arenas"
strategy to force a multipolar diplomatic track

while the US faces internal political
fragmentation and economic pressure from
4.2% inflation and depleted strategic
reserves.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Islamabad MoU & Technical

Negotiations: Following a breakthrough
mediated by Pakistan, Iran and the US are
engaged in a 60-day negotiation window.
Tehran insists that progress is contingent
upon the immediate halt of attacks on
Lebanon and the lifting of naval blockades.
115 days into the broader crisis, Iran
claims to have secured its redlines without
military compromise.

* Hormuz Strait Re-Architecture: Iran and
Oman have established a joint committee to
manage the Strait of Hormuz, declaring
that maritime traffic will never return to
pre-war status. Iran intends to transition
the strait from a "free passage" zone to a

sovereign management zone involving paid
services and security oversight.
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* US-Israel Strategic Rift: President
Trump has reportedly described Netanyahu
as a '"very difficult guy" and warned that
Israeli actions in Lebanon could derail
negotiations. This has led to a rare public
breakdown in rhetorical alignment, with

Israeli-aligned media attacking US Vice

President Vance and other Trump envoys.

* Gaza Humanitarian Collapse: Despite
ceasefire claims, the death toll in Gaza has
reportedly reached 73,000. Reports detail
the "systematic wiping out" of over 2,700
families from the «civil registry and a
critical shortage of 86% of medical
supplies due to the ongoing blockade.

* Germany’s Diplomatic Setback:
Germany lost its bid for a temporary seat
on the UN Security Council, a failure
attributed by diplomats to its outspoken
pro-Israel position and its repression of

domestic pro-Palestine protests.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
conflict has evolved into a "war of positions."
Hezbollah officials report having carried out
3,185 military operations over 15 months,
claiming the destruction of 518 Israeli
vehicles. Iran asserts that its missile and

defense programs remain completely off the
table in any diplomatic settlement.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The "Berkenstock/
Geneva" track is under strain as Tehran links
diplomatic success directly to the
implementation of a ceasefire in I.ebanon.
Meanwhile, Pakistan has emerged as the
primary interlocutor, replacing previous
European-led mediation efforts.

Energy & Macroeconomics The
weaponization of economic interdependence
is a dominant theme. Iran frames its control of

the Strait of Hormuz as a tool to pressure the
global order, citing that 25% of global oil and
20% of ILNG pass through the waterway. In
the US, inflation has risen to 4.2%, driven by
these energy disruptions.

Tech Sovereignty & AI Iran is touting its
resilience
medical

under sanctions through its
program. Domestic
companies have reportedly deployed cardiotic
SPECT systems in hospitals, achieving a
savings of 100,000 euros per machine

compared to sanctioned imports.

nuclear

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition of Power to the "East" A
recurring narrative throughout the transcripts
is the "strategic surrender" of the West.
Analysts suggest the US is extricating itself
from Europe and West Asia to focus on China
and Taiwan. This is characterized as the
fulfillment of a prophecy by the "late martyr
Imam," suggesting the global center of power
is moving from West to East following the
assassination of Qasem Soleimani.

The Commodification of Resistance A
sophisticated sociological critique emerged
regarding the "commodification" of symbols
like the keffiyeh and watermelon. Media
segments warn that capitalism is transforming
these icons into "purely commercial content"
on social media, which creates a "false sense
of satisfaction" in consumers, potentially
substituting for actual political or activist

mobilization among the youth.

Information Warfare and "Cowardly"
Media Press TV maintains an aggressive
critique of "mainstream corporate media,"
accusing outlets like CNN and Fox of being
complicit in war crimes by suppressing the
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truth. The network contrasts this with the
"brave" Iranian and Palestinian
journalists who are allegedly being targeted
for assassination to hide the reality of the
situation on the ground.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Institutional Decay and
Partisan Warfare The US presidency is
portrayed as increasingly isolated. The
Senate’s passage of a concurrent resolution to
remove US forces from hostilities serves as a
"significant rebuke" to Trump’s
"warmongering." Domestically, the US is
struggling with 4.2% inflation, which
commentators suggest will be the downfall of
the Republican party as citizens prioritize
their "pocketbooks" over foreign wars.

Israel: Fragmentation and Desperation
Israel is depicted as being in its "weakest
position yet," with its "Greater Israel"
project collapsed militarily, politically, and
socially. Internal divisions between the
Netanyahu government and the Biden-era
leftovers—and now the Trump administration
—are reportedly creating "internal
fragmentation" within traditional alliances
that have lasted decades.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "New World Order" and BRICS The
international system is framed as shifting
toward a multipolar arena where "aggressors
and their supporters"” are being pushed to
the margins in real-time. The gathering of
BRICS security officials in New Delhi is
highlighted as a venue for Iran to press its
case against the US and Israel, framing "state

terrorism" as the biggest threat to global
security.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is defined by
Iran’s successful use of the Strait of Hormuz
as a choke point to secure unconditional
financial concessions. The release of frozen
assets is a central pillar of the Islamabad
MoU, though Tehran clarifies these are

"sovereign resources" and not US favors.

e Inflation: US CPI numbers for May 2026
hit 4.2%, with previous months at 3.3%
(March) and 3.8% (April) reflectin
sustained pressure.

* Commodities: Tanker traffic through
Hormuz reportedly collapsed by 90%
during the height of the closure before the
MoU.

* Supply Chains: Activists in Spain are
protesting shipments of phosphoric acid
from Israeli companies like ICL, alleging
they are used in the production of white
phosphorus for the war in Lebanon and
Gaza.

* Trade Agreements: Pakistan and Iran are
eyeing a 900km gas pipeline to solve
Pakistan’s energy crisis through bilateral
trade.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape is undergoing a
"transition of power" phase with several key
figures seeing their mandates challenged or
shifted.

¢ Keir Starmer: The UK Prime Minister has

reportedly resigned, marking a significant

turning point in British politics amid a "new
phase of challenges" for the Labour party.
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* Donald Trump: Currently in his second
term, Trump is portrayed as a leader trying
to "keep face" by claiming a "much better
deal" with Iran than his predecessors,
despite having to settle for Iranian terms.

* Ayatollah Sayyid Mojtaba Khamenei:
Mentioned as the "new leader of the
Islamic Revolution," signaling a confirmed
succession in the Iranian leadership
hierarchy.

* Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as
"isolated internationally” and furious
over the US-Iran deal, with his media

mouthpieces openly attacking US officials.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Press TV’s editorial posture is triumphalist
and nationalistic. The "Islamabad MoU" is
the day's dominant story, presented as a
victory for Iranian "tenacity" and "redlines."
The hierarchy places diplomatic maneuvering
and Hormuz management at the top, followed
by a dense "fake news" segment critiquing
Western broadcasters. The emotional tone is
one of steadfastness and moral
superiority, particularly in its coverage of the
Gaza genocide and the "Ramadan War."
Conspicuous Omissions: The transcripts
provide almost no voice to Israeli defense
concerns or any acknowledgement of Iranian
military casualties, focusing almost
exclusively on ‘'innocent children" and
"infrastructure" damage in Minab and other

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day’s framing follows a strict Anti-
Hegemonic pattern, pitting a "Global South/

Resistance" Dbloc
Imperialist" center.

against a ‘"Fracturing

 Iran: Portrayed as strong and principled.
"Iran walked away with every single redline

intact" following the MoU.

* United States (Trump Administration):
Portrayed as weak and erratic. Trump is
seen as '"begging" for the opening of
Hormuz after failing to achieve military
goals.

* Israel: Portrayed as a rogue, desperate
actor. Labeled a "zionist regime" that is
"targeted the existence of Palestinians"

through a "fake" ceasefire.

* Pakistan: Portrayed as a  brotherly,
competent mediator. "Pakistan wouldn't
be there for them today they won't be

standing here" notes the Iranian president.

* Germany: Portrayed as corrupt and
isolated. Described as losing credibility for
doing the "dirty work" for Isr

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Iran is actively seeding a narrative of "US
Surrender." Every diplomatic concession is
framed not as a compromise but as a
"strategic reset" forced by military

deterrence. Conversely, the US is accused of
using "negotiation" as a pretext to carry out
more crimes, with analysts drawing parallels
to the history of US treaties with Native
Americans. The meta-narrative suggests that
"reality on the ground" (Iranian strength)
has finally overcome "Western propaganda"
(US power) in the digital sphere.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Israeli Escalation: Desperation in the
Netanyahu camp may lead to a "surprise
front" against Syria or a resumption of full-
scale war in Gaza to sabotage the US-Iran
MoU before it is finalized.

Energy Costs as Leverage: Iran will likely
maintain a “"slow drip" of Hormuz

reopening to keep oil prices high enough to
ensure the US remains committed to the

asset release schedule during the 60-day
window.

Shift in UK Policy: The resignation of
Starmer could lead to a Labour Party
leadership (potentially Andy Burnham)
that is more critical of Israel and the US,
further isolating Washington within the G7.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect
heightened social unrest in Israel and
possible "false flag" or terrorist acts aimed
at derailment. The "Geneva train" will not

move forward unless a verified ceasefire in
Lebanon holds.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Islamabad MoU will face its "final
progress" test after the implementation of
the first 14 points is completed. US mid-
term elections will likely see candidates
weaponizing the "surrender" narrative

against the Trump administration.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
in maritime security where Hormuz is no
longer an international waterway but a
managed Iranian zone. This will likely lead
to the de-dollarization of regional energy

markets in favor of a "petrol-UN" or BRICS-

link m.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical landscape is fraught
with high-impact risks arising from the failure
of traditional alliances and the emergence of
new, contested power structures.

* Sabotage of the US-Iran Deal:
Netanyahu aligned media and the "zionist
lobby" may trigger a regional escalation or
domestic political scandal in the US to
prevent the release of Iranian funds.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Resumption of
the "Ramadan War." Mitigations: US
Presidential pressure on Israel and public

-containment of diplomatic rifts.

* Hormuz Maritime Instability: The
transition to Iranian management could
lead to "miscalculations" by Western navies
or insurers. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Global energy price shock
surpassing 2023 levels. Mitigations:
Formalization of the US-Iran hotline for the
strait.

* Gaza Biological Hazard: The health
system's lack of 86% of basic materials
could trigger a regional epidemic.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Uncontrolled
disease spread across borders.
Mitigations: Lifting the medical blockade
unconditionally.

* Nuclear Proliferation Pivot: If the MoU
fails, Iranian officials have threatened an
exit from the NPT. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Irreversible nuclearization of West
Asia. Mitigations: Formal US recognition
of enrichment rights.
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e Internal UK Unrest: Following Starmer’s
resignation, political vacuums could lead to
far-right or far-left street clashes.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Destabilization of a key NATO ally.
Mitigations: Rapid leadership contest
and consensus-building on West Asia policy.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not verify the actual
text of the 14 points in the Islamabad MoU,
leaving a massive gap in understanding the

legal commitments of each side.

* The "Managed Decline" of Israel: The

apparent rift between Trump and
Netanyahu is a theatrical "good cop, bad
cop" routine designed to let Israel handle
the "dirty work" of neutralizing regional
proxies while the US maintains diplomatic
deniability.

Black Swan: Iranian Succession Crisis:
The sudden mention of Sayyid Mojtaba
Khamenei as "leader" without official state
media fanfare could signal an unannounced
transition or internal power struggle that
could collapse the united front during the
60-day negotiation period.

e There is no mention of Sunni-Shia
internal friction in Lebanon, which
historically complicates Hezbollah’s "unity
of arenas" claim.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* The status of US bases in Iraq and Syria For Statecraft/Public Sector:

following the Senate resolution is unclear;
the transcripts suggest a withdrawal is

imminent post-final deal, but provide no

timeline.

* Security: Prepare for the regional
"Hormuz Architecture" to change; maritime
doctrines must account for Iranian fee-

based oversight.

* Economic: Accelerate the development of
trade corridors that bypass traditional
naval choke points, as Iranian "land
corridors" are now a strategic priority.

* The economic impact of the BRICS
gathering in New Delhi is mentioned but
lacks concrete financial data on trade

alternatives to the SWIFT system.

* Diplomatic: Shift focus toward Islamabad
and Muscat as the new primary diplomatic
hubs for West Asian crisis management

surpassing Geneva.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Stalling Tactic" Scenario: The US-
Iran MoU is not a surrender but a
calculated stall by the Trump
administration to rebuild strategic reserves * Supply Chain: Divest from companies
and re-arm allies before a second phase of connected to chemical weapons supply
conflict. chains (e.g., ICL) to avoid mounting global

* Capital Allocation: Re-evaluate the "risk-
free" nature of Strait of Hormuz transit;
price in permanent volatility into energy
futures.

For Private Sector/Investors:
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* Compliance: Monitor the release of
frozen assets; new Iranian spending
power may create a short-term boom in
regional industrial and medical sectors like
nuclear medicine.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity was centered on the US
Senate's attempt to constrain the executive's
war-making capabilities. A
resolution was passed, marking the 10th
such vote in 2026, signaling a deep
constitutional rift over Iranian policy. In
Europe, Germany's domestic enforcement of
free speech regarding Palestine has been
criticized as a "repressive" measure reshaping

its multilateral standing.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

concurrent

* US Senate Concurrent Resolution (Iran
War Powers): Directs the removal of US
armed forces from hostilities with or
against Iran. Intended to signal

congressional  opposition to the

"warmongering" trajectory.

* Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU): A 14-point
framework governing the  technical

implementation of a permanent ceasefire
and the normalization of assets/trade

between the US and Iran.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pezeshkian-Sharif Joint Press
Conference: Confirmed that missile
programs are not part of the MoU and that
Iran will never negotiate its defense
capabilities.

* Ismail Baghai Weekly Briefing: Asserted
Iran’s unconditional right to use its
unfrozen assets  without  "financial

concessions" from Washington.

KEY STORIES

* The Islamabad Summit: Iranian
President Pezeshkian arrived in Pakistan to
thank the leadership for their mediation of
the US-Iran MoU. Discussions focused on a
900km gas pipeline and the "brotherly ties"
between the two nations.

Strait of Hormuz Realignment: Iran and
Oman established a joint committee to
manage the strategic gateway. They
declared that maritime arrangements
would "never return to pre-war status" and
will be based on international law plus
Iranian sovereignty.

* US Senate Rebuke: The Republican-
majority Senate voted in favor of a
concurrent resolution to remove US forces
from Iranian hostilities, joined by four
Republican defectors.

* Gaza Family Registry Erased: Reports
indicate over 2,700 Palestinian families
hav n entirely wi from th ivil
. It of I i | it}
the death toll surpassing 73,000.
Hezbollah Battlefield Toll: Secretary-
General Sheikh Naim Qasem presented
figures claiming 3,185 operations and the

destruction of 518 Israeli enemy vehicles

over 15 months of confrontation.

* Germany Diplomatic Failure: Germany
lost its bid for a temporary UN Security
Council seat, falling short of the two-thirds
vote needed, with Austria and Portugal
taking the seats instead.
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Trump-Netanyahu Rift: US-Israeli
relations hit a "visibly strained moment"
after Trump publicly described Netanyahu
as "very difficult" and accused him of
threatening the peace deal via Lebanon
strikes.

Starmer Resignation: British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer resigned, citing a
need to put the "country he loves first,"
triggering a leadership contest in the
Labour party.

The Commodification Crisis: A detailed
segment explored how symbols of
Palestinian struggle are being

transformed into fashion accessories and
social media trends, creating "rebellion in

image form" without activist commitment.

Spanish Port
Cartagena denounced the use of ports for
goods linked to the occupation, specifically
targeting 2,000 tons of phosphoric acid
shipments from Israel.

Protests: Activists in

Iranian Nuclear Medicine
Breakthrough: Iran highlighted the
domestic production of cardiatic SPECT
systems, countering sanctions that once
made these machines exclusive to the US,

Germany, and Japan.

BRICS Security Meeting: Security
advisors gathered in New Delhi, where Iran
described "state terrorism" by the US and
Israel as the biggest threat to global
security.

Yemen Medical Crisis: The continued
closure of Sana’a International Airport
has caused a catastrophic shortage of 12
types of medications for cancer patients.
World Cup Tensions: Accusations
surfaced that the host country threatened
the Iranian national soccer team as part of
a propaganda war to discourage them from
returning home.

* Ashura Commemorations: Millions of
pilgrims  gathered in Karbala to
commemorate the 10th of Muharram, with
Press TV framing the event as a symbol of
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Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
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understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

h ://bl 1tproj rg/announcing-our-

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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