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THE SHEINBAUM ADMINISTRATION

CONSOLIDATES A NEW REGIONAL

ENERGY AXIS WITH BRAZIL WHILE

FRAMING THE RISE OF THE LATIN

AMERICAN RADICAL RIGHT AS A

PRODUCT OF "COGNITIVE

WARFARE" AND ALGORITHMIC

MANIPULATION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Broadcast  transcripts  from  June  24,  2026,

reveal  a  government  strategy  centered  on

achieving  "Energy  Sovereignty"  through  a

new strategic alliance between Pemex and

Petrobras. This partnership is positioned as a

direct  reversal  of  neoliberal  reforms,

leveraging  Brazilian  deep-water  and pre-salt

technology to expand Mexican production in

the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Simultaneously,  the

administration  is  committing  to  a  massive

energy transition, aiming for 70% renewable

generation by 2030 through a 32,000 MW

expansion of capacity. This domestic push for

resource  control  is  framed  as  a  necessary

defense against external economic shocks and

a  means  of  reducing  dependence  on  U.S.

natural gas imports.

Internationally,  the  broadcast  displays  deep

anxiety  over  a  regional  "right-wing  wave,"

exemplified by the election of Abelardo de la

Espriella in  Colombia.  The  network

characterizes  this  shift  not  as  a  democratic

evolution  but  as  the  result  of  "cognitive

warfare"—the weaponization of social media

algorithms,  religious  "Christo-fascism,"  and

"lawfare"  to  destabilize  progressive

governments.  Analysts  argue  that  Mexico

remains a "beacon of light" in the region, even

as neighboring states like Argentina, Ecuador,

and  now  Colombia  pivot  toward  radical

neoliberal  and  authoritarian  models.  This

narrative  serves  to  justify  domestic

institutional reforms, including the overhaul

of  the  Mexican  judiciary,  which  is

presented  as  a  defense  against  similar

destabilization tactics.

The  domestic  security  narrative  focuses  on

record-breaking synthetic drug seizures in

Sinaloa  and  the  arrest  of  high-level  cartel

figures,  while  maintaining  pressure  on  the

United  States  to  stop  the  illegal  flow  of

weapons  into  Mexico.  The  administration  is

balancing  these  hardline  security  measures

with  social  and  cultural  programs,

emphasizing  indigenous  empowerment

(Purépecha culture) and the expansion of the

public  health  system  (IMSS-Bienestar)

through technological modernization and the

use of tele-medicine.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Pemex-Petrobras  Deep-Water

Partnership: Mexico  and  Brazil  signed  a

two-year Memorandum of Understanding to

collaborate  on  exploration  and  petroleum

production,  specifically  targeting  deep-

water and pre-salt reservoirs in the Gulf of

Mexico.
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National Renewable Energy Surge: The

government  announced  a  plan  to  add

32,000 MW of new capacity by 2030, with a

target  of  70%  of  new  generation  coming

from solar, wind, and geothermal sources.

Colombian  Electoral  Shift: Right-wing

candidate  Abelardo  de  la  Espriella was

declared  the  winner  of  the  presidential

election  by  a  margin  of  less  than  1%,

prompting  immediate  claims  of  "cognitive

warfare" and disinformation from regional

analysts.

Record  Synthetic  Drug  Interdiction:

Federal  forces  conducted  the  largest

seizure  of  the  current  administration,

capturing  24,400  liters  of  liquid

methamphetamine and  98,640  liters  of

precursors in Sinaloa.

Judicial  Reform  Implementation: The

government  moved  forward  with

constitutional judicial changes, focusing on

transparency,  the elimination of  nepotism,

and  the  creation  of  an  "observatory"  to

monitor court efficiency.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy & Critical Minerals

The administration  is  emphasizing  energy

sovereignty to  ensure  Mexico  maintains

control over its own sources and prevents

external "energy feudalism."

Modernization of 16 hydroelectric plants is

ongoing  to  increase  efficiency  without

creating  new  environmental  impacts

through river flooding.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

Analysts are warning of "cognitive warfare"

where  algorithms and micro-segmentation

are  used  to  influence  electoral  outcomes

through fear and misinformation.

The broadcast highlighted the reediting of

old interviews by media outlets as a form of

"podredumbre"  (rot)  designed  to  smear

current leadership.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

Mexico  and  Brazil  are  positioning

themselves as an economic and energy axis

to counter the influence of the radical right

in the Southern Cone.

Implicit  criticism  of  U.S.  and  Israeli

technology (such  as  Pegasus  or  electoral

software)  as  tools  potentially  used  for

monitoring or fraud in regional elections.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

President  Sheinbaum is  moving to  outlaw

nepotism up  to  the  "fourth  level"  in

government,  responding  to  criticism  that

progressive  administrations  favor  political

dynasties.

Regional governors, such as Samuel García

of Nuevo León, are facing significant legal

challenges  and  impeachment  proceedings

for alleged corruption.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Algorithms

A  recurring  theme  is  the  belief  that

democracy is being subverted by "Cambridge

Analytica 2.0" tactics.  The rise of  politicians

like  Milei  in  Argentina  and  Espriella  in

Colombia  is  attributed  to  technological

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_170000


manipulation rather  than  popular  mandate.

This  narrative  suggests  that  the  traditional

left-right  debate  has  been  replaced  by  a

struggle  between  "humanist"  values  and  an

"artificial" right-wing surge fueled by TikTok

and deep-seated fears. There is a specific call

to  create  a  "vaccine"  against  invasive

technological tools through critical education

and state regulation.

Post-Neoliberal Resource Nationalism

The  Pemex-Petrobras  deal  is  not  just  an

economic  agreement  but  a  geopolitical

statement. The transcripts emphasize that the

previous neoliberal reforms failed to produce

actual barrels of oil, instead creating financial

speculation. The new "transformation" model

emphasizes  strategic  state  partnerships

where assets are never ceded to the private

sector, and the state maintains at least 61% of

the energy market.

Indigenous  Resistance  as  a  Modern

Governance Model

The  transcripts  extensively  document  the

Purépecha tradition of "Urhépiti" (ball game)

and  the  legend  of  Princess  Eréndira  as

symbols  of  feminine  and  indigenous

resistance.  This  is  not  presented  as  folklore

but as a foundational value system for modern

governance,  particularly  in  Cherán,  where

indigenous-led safety nets and gender-equity

projects are framed as a superior alternative

to neoliberal individualism.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  broadcast  depicts  a  Mexico  undergoing

structural  stabilization  after  years  of

neoliberal  "decay,"  but  identifies  significant

points  of  friction.  The  Judicial  Power is

framed  as  a  bastion  of  the  old  regime,

necessitating  a  deep  purge through  the

current reform process to ensure it serves the

people  rather  than  elite  interests.  There  is

evidence  of  significant  resistance  within  the

judicial  ranks,  with  reports  of  mass

resignations scheduled for 2027 and 2028.

Institutional  corruption  remains  a  major

theme,  with  the  impeachment  process

against  Governor  Samuel  García  in  Nuevo

León serving as a high-profile example of the

central  government's  "anti-nepotism"  and

"anti-corruption" campaign. While the federal

government projects strength, the transcripts

suggest a persistent struggle with domestic

media, which is characterized as a "voice for

conservatism"  that  generates  disinformation

to incite unrest.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Mexico  is  projecting  itself  as  a  regional

leader  of  the  "Humanist  Left," forgeing

deep ties with Brazil  to create a stable bloc

against  the  "ultraderecha"  (far-right)  in  the

Americas.  The  framing  of  the  visit  of  King

Felipe VI of Spain is particularly telling; while

diplomatic,  it  emphasizes  the  need  for  a

"historical apology" for the conquest, aligning

with a broader narrative of decolonization.

The  relationship  with  the  United  States is

portrayed  as  a  necessary  but  hazardous

coexistence.  While  the  administration

highlights cooperation in drug interdiction, it

maintains a defensive posture regarding U.S.

"interference" in  Latin  American  elections

and  the  relentless  flow  of  high-caliber

weapons across  the  border.  The  broadcast

frames U.S. domestic policy (such as calls for

military  action  against  cartels)  as  a  direct

threat to Mexican sovereignty.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Mexican  economy  is  portrayed  as

outperforming expectations, characterized by

strong  foreign  investment  and  resilient

domestic consumption. However, this growth

is  strategically  directed  toward  state-led

infrastructure and  energy  projects  rather

than  the  wholesale  deregulation  seen  in

neighboring countries.

Economic  Indicators: The  Mexican

economy  grew  2.2%  in  April  2026 year-

over-year.  Retail  sales  grew  4.5%  in  the

same period.

Foreign  Investment: Mexico  and  Brazil

combined  represent  62%  of  all  foreign

direct investment in Latin America.

Energy  Sector  Debt: The  government

claims  that  previous  neoliberal  reforms

caused  Pemex  debt to  increase  by  146%,

reaching  2  trillion  pesos,  a  burden  the

current  administration  is  working  to

restructure without new debt.

Tourism: Mexico  received  16.5  million

international tourists between January and

April 2026, a 5.5% increase.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  day's  transcripts  emphasize  the

consolidation of leadership within the "Fourth

Transformation"  while  documenting  the

collapse of opposition figures in the region.

Abelardo de  la  Espriella: Rising  as  the

new  president-elect  of  Colombia,  he  is

characterized  as  a  radical  neoliberal

aligned  with  Donald  Trump  and  Javier

Milei.

Samuel  García: The  Governor  of  Nuevo

León is currently undergoing impeachment

and  legal  defense  for  alleged  misuse  of

public funds.

Carlos  Lord  de  Mola: Framed  by  the

government's "detector of lies" as a leading

voice of disinformation regarding gasoline

shortages.

Claudia Sheinbaum: Consolidating power

through  anti-nepotism  legislation and  a

direct-engagement  model  with  social

movements (e.g., searching mothers).

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network  maintains  a  nationalistic  and

reassuring  tone,  focusing  heavily  on  the

successes  of  the  public  health  system  and

energy  sovereignty.  The  lead  stories

emphasize  the  Petrobras  alliance  and  the

2030  renewable  energy  targets,  signaling  a

focus  on  long-term  stability  and  resource

control. Critically, the rise of the right wing in

Colombia  and  Argentina  is  presented  as  a

major  external  threat  to  be  countered  by

regional  solidarity.  Buried  or  minimized

stories include the specific operational details

of  cartel  activity,  which are  instead distilled

into  reports  of  massive  seizures,  and  the

nuances  of  the  legal  challenges  facing  the

judicial  reform,  which  are  framed purely  as

resistance from a corrupt elite.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcast  divides  the  world  into

"humanist-progressive"  states  and  a

"neoliberal-technocratic"  bloc  that  uses

disinformation as its primary weapon.
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COUNTRIES 

Mexico: Framed as a "beacon of light" for

Latin  America,  principled  and  sovereign,

successfully resisting the regional far-right

trend.

Brazil: Portrayed as a critical strategic ally

and  the  only  other  major  power  in  the

region  successfully  resisting

"Bolsonarismo."

Colombia: Currently depicted as a victim

of cognitive warfare, entering a dark period

of radical right-wing rule under Espriella.

United  States: A  contradictory  actor;  a

partner in drug interdiction but a source of

arms and instability.

LEADERS 

Abelardo de la  Espriella: Characterized

as  a  "tiger"  and  "bufón" (buffoon)  of  the

media,  an  elite  lawyer  who  serves

corporate interests over the people.

Donald Trump: Portrayed as the external

catalyst for  regional  far-right  movements,

weaponizing  algorithms  to  subvert

sovereignty.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Cambridge  Analytica  /  Facebook  /

TikTok: Identified as engines of cognitive

warfare, used to manipulate the youth and

induce fear for political gains.

Cártel  Jalisco  Nueva  Generación

(CJNG): Depicted  as  a  significant  but

degrading  threat,  with  high-level  arrests

(e.g.,  Carlos  N)  signaling  government

superiority.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  transcripts  suggest  a  highly  active

information  warfare  environment  within

Mexico  and  regionally.  The  government  is

aggressively  seeding  a  meta-narrative  of

"Cognitive  Warfare" to  preemptively

discredit  opposition  movements  as  being

synthetically  manufactured  by  foreign

algorithms.  The  "Detector  de  Mentiras" (Lie

Detector)  segment  is  a  primary  tool  for

domestic  narrative  control,  used  to  label

critical reporting on gas shortages or hospital

conditions as state-sponsored disinformation.

There  is  a  clear  delta  between  the

government's portrayal of a unified public and

the  acknowledged  "polarization"  of  the

society,  which  the  government  attributes

entirely to external psychological operations.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Regional Bloc Friction: The alliance with

Brazil will likely formalize into a new trade

and  energy  bloc  intended  to  insulate

progressive states from a potential second

Trump  administration  or  the  influence  of

the Southern Cone's right-wing axis.

Judicial  Instability: The  2027  and  2028

judicial turnover may lead to a temporary

vacuum  in  legal  expertise,  potentially

resulting  in  delayed  case  processing  or

administrative  bottlenecks  as  new,

popularly-elected judges take office.

Energy Market  Shift: Mexico's  push for

70%  renewables  will  require  significant

capital  for  grid  storage;  failure  to  secure

this could lead to grid instability by 2030

despite high generation capacity.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified

social media regulation proposals and a surge

in  public  work  projects  as  the  government

attempts  to  counter  the  "right-wing  wave"

narratives  following  the  Colombian  election

results.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  Pemex-

Petrobras  MoU  will  likely  lead  to  the

announcement of joint exploration projects in

the Gulf,  signaling a  new phase of  state-led

hydrocarbon development.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  radical

restructuring  of  the  judiciary  and  the  shift

toward  energy  sovereignty  may  lead  to

prolonged legal disputes with international

investors  under  existing  trade  treaties,

particularly  regarding  the  re-nationalization

of energy assets.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  most  significant  risks  identified  involve

regional political contagion and the systemic

challenges of an aggressive energy transition.

Risk:  Regional  Political  Polarization.

Triggers:  Further  right-wing  victories  in

the  region  or  U.S.  election  results.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Diplomatic

isolation and potential economic sanctions

against Mexico. Mitigations: Strengthening

the  Mexico-Brazil  alliance  and  promoting

the "Humanist Left" model.

Risk:  Energy  Grid  Instability. Triggers:

Rapid  introduction  of  intermittent

renewables  without  sufficient  storage.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Blackouts

and  industrial  shutdowns.  Mitigations:

Modernizing  hydroelectric  plants to

provide "firm capacity" backup.

Risk:  Algorithmic  Destabilization.

Triggers:  Coordinated  social  media

campaigns  during  the  2027  Mexican

intermediate  elections.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact:  Social  unrest  and  erosion  of

government mandate. Mitigations: National

cognitive  warfare  defense programs  and

media literacy education.

Risk:  Transnational  Synthetic  Drug

Escalation. Triggers: Shift in cartel tactics

toward  more  potent  precursors  or

increased  U.S.  demand.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact: Public health crisis and increased

U.S.  interventionist  rhetoric.  Mitigations:

Continued record interdiction and targeting

of production centers.

Risk:  Institutional  Decay  in  the

Judiciary. Triggers:  Mass  resignations  of

experienced judicial staff during the reform

transition.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Legal  paralysis  and  loss  of  investor

confidence.  Mitigations:  Phased

implementation of  the judicial  reform and

training of new personnel.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not address the specific

financing  mechanisms for  the  32,000

MW energy expansion, only stating that it

will be "efficient" without increasing debt.

There  is  a  lack  of  information  on  the

environmental trade-offs of the renewed

deep-water  drilling  focus  in  the  Gulf  of

Mexico.

The  broadcast  fails  to  discuss  the

economic impact of potential U.S. tariffs if

Mexico  continues  its  move  toward  re-

nationalizing energy assets.
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While  synthetic  drug  seizures  are

highlighted,  there  is  little  detail  on  the

ground-level  security  situation in

regions  where  cartels  still  exercise

significant territorial control.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Brazilian Trojan Horse: Rather than

a partnership of equals, the Petrobras deal

may  represent  a  Brazilian  move  to

dominate  the  Gulf  of  Mexico's  pre-salt

fields, using a technically lagging Pemex as

a political shield for its own expansion.

Cognitive Warfare as a Deflection: The

government's  emphasis  on  algorithmic

manipulation may be a convenient excuse

to ignore legitimate popular discontent or

the actual success of right-wing economic

arguments in neighboring countries.

Black Swan Event: A major environmental

disaster  in  the  new  deep-water  fields

(Deepwater  Horizon  style)  would

simultaneously  bankrupt  Pemex  and

destroy  the  administration's  "sovereignty"

and  "green"  narratives,  potentially

triggering  a  total  collapse  of  the  2030

energy plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Develop a unified regional standard for

regulating  electoral  algorithms  and  social

media  platforms  to  counter  "cognitive

warfare."

Accelerate the re-skilling of Pemex workers

to  handle  pre-salt  and  deep-water

technology  to  avoid  total  dependency  on

Brazilian expertise.

Establish  a  buffer  fund to  manage

potential trade retaliations from the U.S. as

energy re-nationalization proceeds.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Identify  opportunities  in  renewable

energy storage and grid modernization,

which  will  be  the  critical  bottlenecks  for

Mexico's 2030 goals.

Prepare for a complex legal environment

in  the  judiciary;  focus  on  international

arbitration rather than local courts during

the reform transition.

Monitor  Brazilian  energy  policy as  a

leading indicator for Mexican moves, given

the new strategic alignment.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  agenda  is  dominated  by

constitutional reforms intended to consolidate

the "transformation" and prevent a return to

neoliberal policies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Anti-Nepotism  Reform: A  proposal  to

amend  the  constitution to  prohibit  family

members  (up  to  the  fourth  degree)  from

succeeding elected officials.

Energy  Sovereignty  Act: Legislation  to

ensure  the  state  maintains  61%  market

share in  electricity  and  prohibits  the

privatization of Pemex assets.

Judicial  Reform Implementation: Laws

governing  the  election  of  judges and  the

creation  of  a  disciplinary  body  to  replace

the current Judiciary Council.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Mañanera  360: Daily  press  conferences

where  the  President  addresses  nepotism

and public health system progress.

Energy Transition Summit: Presentation

of  the  32,000  MW  targets and  the  70%

renewable generation goal.

Security  Cabinet  Briefing:

Announcement of the meth seizure and the

strategy for stopping U.S. gun trafficking.

KEY STORIES

Pemex-Petrobras Strategic MoU: A two-

year  agreement  for  joint  exploration and

technical exchange focused on pre-salt and

deep-water fields in the Gulf of Mexico.

2030  Renewable  Energy  Plan: The

government aims to produce 32,000 MW of

new electricity, with 12,300 MW from solar

and 6,800 MW from wind.

Colombia Election Results: Abelardo de

la  Espriella  wins  the  presidency  by  less

than 1% amid claims of  widespread voter

fraud and intervention.

Massive  Meth  Seizure  in  Sinaloa:

Federal  forces  captured  24,400  liters of

liquid  meth  and  dismantled  2,407

laboratories between 2024 and 2026.

Judicial  Reform  Progress:

Implementation of the constitutional reform

to  elect  judges,  targeting  institutional

corruption and elite influence.

Health  System  Modernization:

Acquisition of 42 new tomographs with AI

technology  and  the  expansion  of  the

"Clinica es Nuestra" community-led health

program.

Fentanyl  Awareness  Campaign:

Government  efforts  to  discourage  use

through educational programs in schools.

Indigenous  Cultural  Preservation:

Promotion of the Purépecha ball game and

the  Eréndira  legend  as  national  identity

pillars.

Amazon  Biodiversity  Crisis: Scientific

reports (in Portuguese) on the biodiversity

density of the Amazon compared to North

America and Europe.

Nuevo  León  Political  Crisis:

Impeachment  proceedings  against  Samuel

García for alleged corruption and diversion

of funds.

Cognitive  Warfare  Analysis: Deep  dive

into how algorithms and disinformation are

reshaping regional politics.

Baja  California  Energy

Interconnection: Creation  of  a  300  MW

transmission line to connect the peninsula

to the national grid.

Public Works in Mexico City: Discussion

of the "Pato" mascot and social support for

vulnerable  families  in  the  capital

neighborhoods.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_140000
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https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALCATORCE_20260624_000000


Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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