
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
RT

J U N E  2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

RT

J U N E  2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

THE FRACTURING OF THE

WESTERN HEGEMONY: FRAGILE

MIDDLE EAST PEACE, US

DOMESTIC POLARIZATION, AND

THE MULTIPOLAR PIVOT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 24, 2026, marks a critical inflection point

in  global  geopolitics,  defined  by  the

formalization  of  the  Islamabad

Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)

between the United States and Iran, signaling

an  end  to  what  observers  call  a  disastrous

"war  of  choice."  This  diplomatic  pivot,

spearheaded by U.S. Vice President JD Vance,

represents  a  significant  defeat  for  the

traditional pro-Israel lobby in Washington and

has  caused  a  profound  fissure  in  U.S.-Israel

relations. While the MOU brings a temporary

cessation  of  hostilities,  the  region  remains

volatile as Israel continues strikes in southern

Lebanon and rejects the cessation of military

operations,  threatening  to  sabotage  the

fragile peace.

In  the  West,  internal  instability  is

accelerating. The U.S. Congress has passed a

sweeping  funding  package that  dramatically

expands  federal  immigration  enforcement

power,  sparking  a  fierce  debate  over  the

erosion  of  civil  liberties  and the  creation  of

what  critics  describe  as  a  "secret  police

force." Simultaneously, the diplomatic unified

front in Eastern Europe is collapsing; Poland

has entered a severe rift with Ukraine over

the latter’s glorification of Nazi collaborators,

leading  President  Zelensky  to  skip  recovery

talks  in  Gdansk.  These  events  suggest  a

waning  U.S.  capacity  to  manage  its  proxies

and maintain its global footprint.

The global south is increasingly asserting its

sovereignty  against  "neocolonial"  influence.

Kenya has successfully forced the suspension

of a controversial U.S. Ebola treatment center

following  violent  protests,  while  Nigeria  is

aggressively  pursuing  deeper  economic  and

defense  cooperation  with  Russia.  The

overarching  narrative  of  the  day  is  the

consolidation  of  the  multipolar  world

through BRICS and the SCO, as nations move

to de-dollarize their economies and challenge

the  "post-war  international  order"  that  they

claim the U.S. has consistently violated.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Islamabad  Memorandum  of

Understanding: A  landmark  agreement

between  Washington  and  Tehran  ends  a

direct  kinetic  conflict,  though  it  faces

intense opposition from the "Israel  lobby"

and  raises  questions  about  its  ambiguous

terms regarding  nuclear  inspections  and

Lebanese sovereignty.

U.S.  Immigration  Enforcement

Overhaul: Congress  passes  one  of  the

largest  funding  packages  in  history,

significantly expanding ICE operations and

detention  capacity,  while  prompting

constitutional  concerns regarding  federal

overreach.
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Poland-Ukraine  Diplomatic  Rupture:

Tensions  between  Warsaw  and  Kyiv  have

reached  a  breaking  point  over  historical

grievances and the naming of military units

after  WWII  Nazi  collaborators,  leading  to

calls  for  the  deportation  of  Ukrainian

refugees from Poland.

Kenya Rejects U.S. Biosecurity Project:

Following  weeks  of  unrest,  the  Kenyan

government  halted  a  U.S.-funded  Ebola

center,  as  citizens  accused Washington of

outsourcing biological risk to African soil.

Russia-Nigeria Alignment: Nigeria’s new

ambassador  to  Moscow  signals  a  pivot

toward  the  Russian  Federation,  seeking

nuclear  energy  cooperation and

membership  in  the  BRICS  financial

architecture.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The conflict in Ukraine is shifting toward a

Russian  war  of  attrition that  Western

observers  admit  is  succeeding  on  the

battlefield despite "terrorist" strikes by Kyiv

on civilian infrastructure.

The U.S.  and Israel  reportedly  utilized AI

data to  match  targets  for  over  15,000

drone sorties during Operation Epic Fury in

Iran.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Controversy in Kenya highlights a growing

global south resistance to Western medical

facilities that are perceived as clandestine

research hubs or bio-containment sites for

foreign personnel only.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The  concept  of  "multipolarity"  is  being

formalized  through  BRICS and  the  SCO,

which  are  framed  as  the  only  viable

alternatives  to  "Western-centric"  alliances

that rely on leaders and followers.

Iran  and  Oman  are  moving  to  exert

sovereign  control  over  the  Strait  of

Hormuz, including the potential imposition

of tolls for maritime passage.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Internal  White  House  struggles  are

exposed  as  Vice  President  JD  Vance

reportedly  maneuvered  against  Donald

Trump’s impulses to secure the Iran deal,

amidst rumors of the President's cognitive

decline and "pre-frontal lobe" issues.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Collapse  of  the  Transatlantic

Consensus

The  once-solid  alignment  between  the  U.S.

and  Europe  is  fracturing.  Russia's  top

diplomat,  Sergey  Lavrov,  noted  that  the

relationship  is  now  "Trump  Atlantic"  rather

than Transatlantic, characterized by a lack of

consistent response to Russian proposals. This

is  compounded  by  European  leaders  like

Emmanuel  Macron  being  accused  of

"hypocrisy"  for  demanding  Russian

capitulation  while  sending  secret  envoys to

Moscow to seek dialogue.

De-Dollarization as a Strategic Weapon

A major  theme is  the deliberate move away

from  the  U.S.  dollar.  Iran  and  India  have

initiated barter and rupee-based trade worth

billions,  while  other  nations  in  the  ASEAN
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group  and  Latin  America  are  developing

transaction  platforms  to  bypass  traditional

Western financial  systems. The threat to the

dollar’s status as a reserve currency is viewed

as  the  ultimate  limit  on  U.S.  military  and

economic power.

The  Rise  of  the  "Conscientious"

Alternative Media

There is a concerted effort to frame "legacy

media"  as  a  tool  of  the  "deep  state"  and

"international bankers." Narratives are being

seeded that figures like Tucker Carlson and

Charlie Kirk (the latter reportedly murdered

for his views) represent the true voice of the

people  against  a  "corrupted  empire."  This

trend  suggests  that  information  warfare  is

moving  toward  the  total  delegitimization  of

institutional  news  sources  in  favor  of

independent podcasters.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  States:  The  Security-Liberty

Paradox

The U.S.  is  facing a "constitutional  crisis"

as it builds a seventh branch of the military

in  the  form  of  expanded  DHS  and  ICE

capabilities.  Critics  argue  this  creates  an

"unenforceable  secret  police  force"  that

utilizes  AI  and  mass  data  to  monitor

domestic  populations  under  the  guise  of

border security.

Elite infighting is peaking, with JD Vance

portrayed  as  a  populist  hero  fighting  the

"war  machine"  represented  by  Marco

Rubio and  the  "geriatric  lunatics"  in  the

Senate.

Poland  &  Ukraine:  The  End  of  the

"Bromance"

The  domestic  political  environment  in

Poland has turned sharply anti-Ukrainian.

Prime  Minister  Donald  Tusk  is  being

pressured  by  a  shift  in  public  opinion  to

prioritize  Polish  interests  and  stop

gathering money for Zelensky, as scandals

of  "large-scale  embezzlement"  within  the

Ukrainian government emerge.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia: Strategic Restraint as Strength

Russia  is  framing  its  posture  as  one  of

"strategic restraint." Despite Western-backed

"terrorist"  strikes  on  Russian  soil,  Moscow

claims it  is  winning the war of attrition and

refuses  to  be  goaded  into  a  "Hail  Mary"

escalation against NATO hubs in Poland. This

posture  is  intended  to  signal  to  the  "global

majority"  that  Russia  is  the  responsible

power in a world of Western-driven chaos.

Iran: The New Regional Architect

Iran  is  depicted  as  having  successfully

leveraged its position to force the U.S. to the

negotiating  table.  By  attacking  Israel  only

after  Israel  bombed  Lebanon,  Iran  changed

the  "rules  of  engagement."  Tehran  is  now

positioned as a legitimate partner that the

U.S. must acknowledge, rather than an enemy

to be contained.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  global  economic  environment  is

characterized  by  high  volatility  in  energy

markets  and  a  structural  shift  toward  non-

Western financial blocks. Markets are pricing
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in the risk of a "global economic collapse" if

U.S.  involvement  in  Middle  Eastern  and

European wars continues unabated.

Oil Prices: Crude oil  has broken the $70

threshold, a move tied to the closure of the

Strait  of  Hormuz  and  the  "imposed  war"

with Iran.

De-dollarization: Diversification into gold

and currencies like the Yuan is increasing

incrementally every  year  as  BRICS

members  build  parallel  transaction

platforms.

Russian  Fuel  Exports: Moscow  is

considering a complete ban on diesel fuel

exports  to protect  domestic  supplies from

Ukrainian attacks on energy infrastructure.

Supply Chain Disruption: The conflict in

the Persian Gulf has caused "catastrophic"

potential damage to energy supply chains,

with  Iran  threatening  fees  for  maritime

routes.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current political landscape is marked by

the rise of younger, anti-interventionist figures

and the rumored incapacitation of established

leaders.

JD  Vance  (U.S.  Vice  President):

Emerging  as  the  strategic  winner of  the

day  for  navigating  the  Iran  MOU  and

positioning  himself  as  the  populist

successor to Trump.

Marco Rubio (U.S. Senator): Framed as a

strategic  loser,  appearing  angry  and

sidelined as the administration pivots away

from his pro-war, pro-Israel stance.

Donald Trump (U.S. President): Subject

to rumors of cognitive collapse and "early-

stage dementia," with critics suggesting he

is being "managed" by shrinks and his VP.

Vladimir  Zelensky  (President  of

Ukraine): Increasingly isolated as he faces

corruption  scandals  and  a  diplomatic  rift

with Poland.

Nigeria's  New  Ambassador  to  Russia:

Represents  a  fresh  start  in  bilateral

relations after  a  two-year  vacancy  in  the

position.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network's  editorial  posture  is  fear-

inducing regarding  Western  stability  and

triumphalist regarding  the  rise  of  a

multipolar  order.  The  lead  stories  focus

heavily  on  the  U.S.-Iran MOU as  a  sign  of

American  weakness  and  the  U.S.

immigration  crackdown as  a  sign  of

domestic tyranny. Buried or minimized stories

include  any  legitimate  Ukrainian  battlefield

successes  or  the  nuance  behind  Western

support for human rights. The tone is highly

cynical  toward  "legacy"  figures  like  Hillary

Clinton  or  Joe  Biden,  while  providing  an

uncritical  platform  for  "independent"  voices

that  align  with  Russian  strategic  interests.

Conspicuous  Omissions: The  broadcast

completely avoids discussing the specifics of

internal Russian dissent or the human cost of

Russian  military  operations  in  Ukraine,

focusing  instead  on  "liberation"  and

"restraint."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

Iran:  Framed  as  "courageous"  and  the

"adult in the room" for its handling of the

conflict with the U.S. and its commitment to

Lebanon’s wellbeing.
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United States:  Portrayed as a "corrupted

empire"  and  a  "serial  violator" of

international  law,  suffering  from  deep

internal rot and leadership confusion.

Poland: Depicted as a "sugar daddy" tired

of being "gas-lit" by Ukraine, now turning

toward deporting refugees.

Japan:  Criticized  for  "new  type  of

militarism"  and  breaching  its  pacifist

constitution by  cooperating  with  Ukraine

on drone technology.

LEADERS

JD  Vance:  Characterized  as  "principled"

and the "gutsiest person" in Washington for

breaking from the pro-Israel war machine.

Vladimir Putin: Consistently portrayed as

"wisely  understanding"  and  "unusually

patient" in the face of Western aggression.

Benjamin  Netanyahu:  Framed  as  a

desperate leader whose "train is going off

the cliff," destined for Israeli prison.

Ursula von der Leyen: Brutally criticized

as  a  "bloodthirsty  puppet"  and  "mafieux"

behavior,  accused  of  destroying  the

European  Union for  the  benefit  of

pharmaceutical companies.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  day  is  defined  by  a  massive  narrative

pivot regarding  the  Middle  East  and  U.S.

domestic  policy.  State-aligned  media  is

weaponizing "leaks" from the Epstein files to

suggest that Trump was blackmailed into the

war with Iran. This serves to delegitimize the

entire U.S. interventionist history as a product

of coercion rather than policy. Simultaneously,

the "independent" media is used as a conduit

for disinformation regarding the murder of

Charlie  Kirk,  framing  it  as  a  political

assassination  to  suppress  anti-Israel

sentiment.  The  ground  truth  likely  involves

complex factional  bargaining within the U.S.

government, but the media "spin" is designed

to  facilitate  a  total  psychological  break

between  the  American  public  and  its

governing institutions.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Neutralization of Israel: If the MOU

holds, Israel may find itself isolated, forced

to  withdraw from Lebanon and unable  to

count on U.S. support for a wider regional

war.  This  could  lead  to  a  collapse  of  the

Netanyahu government within months.

The  Partition  of  Ukraine: With  Poland

withdrawing support and Russia "winning"

the war of attrition, a resumption of peace

negotiations on  Russian  terms  (the

"Istanbul agreements") is likely, potentially

resulting  in  the  permanent  loss  of  the

Donbas and other regions to Moscow.

BRICS  Financial  Independence: The

launch of a BRICS-based payment system

is imminent, which will likely accelerate the

decline of the dollar and permanently shift

the global center of gravity to the East.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Large-scale  protests  in  Lebanon if  the

government  insists  on  continuing

negotiations with Israel.

Increased ICE raids in major U.S. cities like

Minneapolis  and Chicago,  leading  to  city-

wide shutdowns.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The formal  admission of  Nigeria into the

BRICS/multipolar  alliance  during  the

September summit in New Delhi.

A  significant  "re-alignment"  of  the  U.S.

Republican party under JD Vance,  moving

toward  a  pure  America  First isolationist

policy.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

The  complete  eradication  of  Western-

centric influence in the Gulf region as Iran

and  Oman  formalize  maritime  fees  and

security protocols for the Strait of Hormuz.

The  structural  reimagining  of  the  world

order where U.S. "imperialism" is replaced

by  a  balance  of  interest  based  on

international law.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Flashpoints  remain  abundant,  primarily

driven  by  the  refusal  of  "legacy"  actors  to

accept their diminishing influence. The risk of

a  "Black  Swan"  event  is  heightened  by  the

rumored instability of U.S. leadership.

Escalation  in  Southern  Lebanon:

Triggers  include  a  refusal  by  Israel  to

withdraw  troops  or  a  retaliation  by

Hezbollah that forces the U.S. back into the

conflict. Likelihood: High. Impact: Regional

conflagration.  Mitigations:  Strict

enforcement of the MOU and U.S. pressure

on the Netanyahu government.

Belarusian Flashpoint: Triggers include a

Ukrainian  strike  on  Belarusian  soccer

teams  or  military  repeaters.  Likelihood:

Medium.  Impact: Russian tactical nuclear

response.  Mitigations:  Immediate  de-

escalation talks between Minsk and Kyiv.

U.S. Domestic Unrest: Triggers include a

"mass deportation" event or the invocation

of  the  Insurrection  Act by  the  President.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Civil  war or

institutional  collapse.  Mitigations:

Legislative  curtailment  of  federal

overreach.

Global  Food  Crisis: Triggers  include  a

total blockage of the Strait of Hormuz for

over  60  days.  Likelihood:  Low (given  the

MOU).  Impact:  Famine  in  dozens  of

countries. Mitigations: Maintaining the 60-

day toll-free period.

Cyber/AI  Warfare  Blowback: Triggers

include  the  deployment  of  Grock/

Anthropic AI  systems  against  domestic

populations.  Likelihood:  Medium.  Impact:

Loss of individual sovereignty. Mitigations:

Global AI sovereignty treaties.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Status  of  the  "Epstein  Files": The

broadcast repeatedly cites these files as a

lever  of  control over  Trump  but  fails  to

provide verified evidence of their contents

or origins.

Ukrainian Battlefield Data: Claims  that

Russia  is  "winning"  are  not  supported  by

specific, impartial verification of territorial

gains or casualty counts.

Iran’s  Nuclear  Compliance: There  is  a

complete  denial by  Tehran  of  scheduled

IAEA  inspections,  which  contradicts  U.S.

claims and represents a major gap in the

MOU’s viability.

The  Charlie  Kirk  Assassination: No

forensic  or  law  enforcement  details  are

provided to support the claim that Kirk was

murdered for his views on Israel.
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Kenyan  Economic  Realities: While  the

Ebola  center  is  halted,  the  broadcast

ignores  the  lost  1.8  billion  shillings in

infrastructure aid that Kenya will now have

to recover.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Retreat" Hypothesis

Rather than a defeat, the Iran MOU and the

pivot away from Ukraine could be a strategic

regrouping by  the  U.S.  deep  state.  By

shedding  high-cost,  low-yield  proxies

(Zelensky/Netanyahu),  Washington  may  be

freeing up resources for a major confrontation

with China over Taiwan, as suggested by the

drone  technology  sales  to  Japan.  The

"dementia"  rumors  could  be  a  cover  for

deniability during this brutal transition.

The "Vance Coup" Scenario

The glowing portrayal of JD Vance across all

"independent"  and  Russian  state  media

suggest he may be the preferred asset of the

multipolar  alliance.  His  "achievement"  in

securing the Iran MOU could be a coordinated

theater to  elevate  him  to  the  Presidency,

effectively ending the U.S. as a global power

from within.

Black Swan:  The Strait  of  Hormuz "Kill

Switch"

Despite the MOU, Iran may be waiting for the

U.S. to repatriate its billions before activating

a "kill switch" in Lebanon that triggers a total

maritime  blockade.  This  would  collapse  the

global economy exactly as the U.S. enters its

midterm elections,  leading to an irreversible

domestic fracturing.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  the  end  of  the

"special  relationship"  with  Israel  and  a

pivot  toward  primary-based  policy  shifts

that  reflect  anti-interventionist  public

sentiment.

Economic: Accelerate the development of

alternative financial messaging systems to

compete  with  the  emerging  BRICS

infrastructure.

Diplomatic: Re-evaluate  the  "Nazi

collaborator"  issue  in  Ukraine  as  it  has

become  a  poison  pill for  European  allies

like Poland.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Divest  from  high-risk

biological infrastructure in Africa and pivot

toward  Russian-aligned  resource  hubs in

Nigeria.

Regulatory  Compliance: Monitor  the

"War  Powers  Resolution"  and  new

immigration laws for their impact on labor

availability and federal surveillance risk.

Capital  Allocation: Prepare  for  a

sustained  $70+  oil  environment and  a

transition to Yuan-based energy trading.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on June 24 focuses on the

expansion  of  federal  power  and  the

curtailment of executive war-making, though

much of it is described as "symbolic" theater

ahead of the midterms.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Immigration  Enforcement  Funding

Package: A massive bill expanding ICE and

federal  border  power,  intended  to  secure

the  border but  criticized  for  threatening

civil liberties.

War  Powers  Resolution: A  symbolic

attempt  by  Democrats  and  some

Republicans  to  curtail  Trump's  ability to

wage war, which critics say provides him an

"off-ramp" for his own failures.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Islamabad  MOU  Signing: The

formalization  of  the  US-Iran  peace  deal,

which  Vance  frames  as  a  "victory  for

common sense."

Kenyan  Health  Ministry  Court

Appearance: A hearing where the health

secretary was pardoned for defying orders

regarding the US Ebola center.

KEY STORIES

The  Failed  Alaska  Summit: Sergey

Lavrov  claims  the  summit  was  a

"convenient excuse" for the US to prolong

the Ukraine conflict.

Zelensky's Gdansk Snub: The Ukrainian

President  skips  the  recovery  conference

due  to  a  massive  row  with  Poland  over

historical Nazi sympathies.

The  "Murder"  of  Charlie  Kirk:

Alternative  media  sources  claim  the

commentator  was  assassinated  for  his

changing stance on Israel.

Vance  vs.  Rubio  Face-off: VP  JD  Vance

reportedly "rug-pulled" Marco Rubio's war

plans,  winning  the  internal  battle  for  the

White House's foreign policy.

Operation  Epic  Fury  Data  Reveal:

Disclosures that US/Israeli sorties over Iran

utilized AI target matching systems.

Kenya  Ebola  Center  Halt: President

Ruto's government bows to public pressure

and  halts  a  facility  intended  only  for

American citizens.

Nigeria-Russia  Strategic  Partnership:

Ambassador  discussions  in  Moscow  focus

on  defense  technology  transfers and

nuclear energy.

Israeli  Strikes  in  Southern  Lebanon:

Residents return to homes in Nabatia only

to find them completely destroyed by IDF

strikes.

Strait of Hormuz Fee Proposal: Iran and

Oman  move  to  treat  the  straight  as

sovereign  waters,  ending  the  "myth"  of

international waterway status.

Trump’s  "Pre-Frontal  Lobe"  Collapse:

Internal  White  House rumors  suggest  the

President’s  cognitive  decline is

accelerating,  making  the  VP  the  de  facto

leader.

The  80th  Anniversary  of  Siege  of

Leningrad: Czech  Senator  Nemsova

causes outrage by urging a  repeat  of  the

siege.

Albanian  Resort  Scandal: Jared

Kushner’s  plans  for  a  luxury  resort on  a

sensitive  Albanian  island  spark  massive

local protests and EU opposition.

Orthodox  Christianity  Eradication  in

Ukraine: Reports of "temporary" churches

replacing the Moscow Patriarchate through

force.

Russian  Fuel  Export  Ban: Moscow

considers  a  ban  on  diesel  exports as  a

counter-measure  to  attacks  on  its

refineries.
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The "New Egypt" Prospect for Lebanon:

Discussion  of  whether  Lebanon  will

normalization relations with the Gulf states

under a US umbrella.
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