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The convergence of these crises demands a unified, evidence-based response to avoid systemic
failure. The window for proactive adaptation is closing.
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DIPLOMATIC RUPTURES AND
SYSTEMIC HEALTHCARE FAILURES
COLLIDE AMIDST A RECORD-
BREAKING EUROPEAN HEATWAVE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

June 24, 2026, is defined by a significant
diplomatic crisis between Poland and
Ukraine, catalyzed by President Karol
Nawrocki’s decision to revoke President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s Order of the White
Eagle. This friction has led to Zelenskyy’'s
absence from the crucial Ukraine Recovery
Conference in Gdansk. While Prime Minister
Donald Tusk attempts to decouple geopolitical
tensions from the 200+ business agreements
slated for signing, the "order affair" signals a
deep rift within the Polish executive branch
and a pivot toward a more nationalistic stance
by the Presidency, potentially endangering
Poland’s role as the primary hub for Ukrainian
reconstruction.

Domestically, the "South Hospital Scandal”
(Szpital Potudniowy) has escalated into a
major political and legal firestorm. Allegations
from whi lower Emil zejewski suggest
a "death house" environment where medical
errors were covered up, young doctors

without specializations were given unchecked
authority for massive salaries, and politicians
received preferential VIP treatment. The
Prosecutor’s Office has launched intensive
investigations as the government and
opposition trade accusations of "politicizing"
the healthcare system, revealing profound
institutional decay and a loss of public trust in
medical oversight.

Simultaneously, Poland and FEurope are
bracing for an unprecedented heatwave,
with temperatures forecast to exceed 40.2
degrees Celsius, threatening a 100-year
record. This climate emergency is already
impacting infrastructure, with railway failures
in Switzerland and school closures in the UK.
In Poland, the heat is being treated as a civil
security threat, coinciding with a major
military procurement milestone as the
government signs a 600 million PLN deal for
Grot A3 rifles to modernize the army,
attempting to project stability amidst
environmental and social volatility.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The "Order Affair" and Zelenskyy Snub:
President Karol Nawrocki's decision to
strip Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Poland’s
highest honor has caused the Ukrainian
President to cancel his visit to the Gdansk

reconstruction summit, leading to a
wngradin f th vent' iplomati
rank.

* South Hospital Criminal Investigation:
The Warsaw Prosecutor's Office is
investigating 32 criminal proceedings
related to the South Hospital, including 12
suspicious deaths and allegations of

falsifii Jical d o
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* Historic Heatwave Emergency:
Meteorologists warn of Saharan air
pushing temperatures toward 41°C,
triggering second-degree  alerts and
prompting emergency cooling measures in
major cities.

* Modernization of the Polish Infantry: A
600 million PLN contract for nearly 50,000
Grot A3 rifles was signed between the
Armament Agency and the tucznik Arms
Factory.

* E5 Summit in Berlin: PM Donald Tusk
met with leaders of the Wielka Piatka
(Great Five) to coordinate a unified NATO
posture ahead of the Ankara summit,
focusing on the European pillar of defense.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The Polish government is facing a dual-

headed executive crisis, where the
President’s nationalistic foreign policy
directly sabotages the Prime Minister’s
international summitry.

» The South Hospital scandal is being framed
by both sides as a failure of the other’s
personnel appointments, highlighting the
deep "politicization" of local government-
run healthcare entities.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* Extreme heat is being reframed as a
security risk, with warnings regarding the
"death trap" of cars in full sun and the
necessity of urban greening to combat
"betonoza" (excessive concreting) which
incr local mperatur 1

degrees.

* The government is launching
"Mikroretencja,” a 170 million PLN
program to incentivize rainwater collection
to combat drought.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The E5 meeting in Berlin represents an
attempt to strengthen the "European

Pillar" of NATO, anticipating potential
shifts in US policy and the need for
European self-reliance.

* Relations with Ukraine are at their lowest
point since the war began, with analysts
warning that Poland is ceding its
"advocate" role to Germany and other EU
powers.

Global Health & Biosecurity

* Reports of a new Ebola outbreak in the

Democratic Republic of Congo, with a
suspected case in France, are putting
European health services on alert for
potential cross-border transmission.

* Whistleblower systemic
negligence in the Emergency Medical
Service (SOR) point to a broader crisis in
Polish healthcare standards.

claims of

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History in Modern
Diplomacy

The cancellation of Zelenskyy's visit reveals
how historical grievances (specifically the
UPA/Volhynia issue) are being leveraged to
settle current political scores. President
Nawrocki's move to strip the order from
Zelenskyy is interpreted by analysts not as a
principled stand on history, but as a cynical
attempt to undermine Tusk’s reconstruction
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summit and court the far-right Konfederacja
electorate. This trend suggests that domestic
electoral logic in Poland is currently
overriding strategic regional interests,
potentially opening the door for Russian
influence by fracturing the Polish-Ukrainian
alliance.

The Decay of Public Institutions and the
"Millionaire Doctor" Phenomenon

The South Hospital scandal highlights a
growing trend of institutional captured by
political interests. The revelation that a 28-
year-old doctor without specialization could
earn 1.5 million PIN annually while
overseeing an emergency room  with
suspicious mortality rates suggests a collapse
of professional oversight. The "VIP lounge" for
politicians at the hospital symbolizes a two-
tier system where elites bypass the very
failures they are responsible for managing,
further eroding the social contract.

Climate Change as an Immediate

Infrastructural Threat

The focus on the heatwave has shifted from a
"'summer weather" story to a systemic threat
narrative. Reports of rails heating to 50°C
and causing derailments, combined with
"blackouts" in the UK and France, indicate
that European infrastructure is not climate-
resilient. The Polish government's response—
deploying thermal cameras to show the heat
absorption of asphalt—reflects a move toward
"evidence-based" public warning systems to
manage a population increasingly vulnerable
to environmental shocks.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Polish political landscape is experiencing
high polarization and elite infighting

between the Tusk government and the
Nawrocki presidency. This is manifest in the
"order affair," where the President’s camp is

accused of "selling the interest of the country

for applause" and the ability to harm the
Prime Minister. Furthermore, the resignation
of Szymon Hotownia from his party's deputy
leadership to form a new "moderate" group
suggests a fracturing of the ruling coalition,
potentially signaling a realignment before the
2027 elections.

Societal stability is also threatened by
institutional scandals. The South Hospital
affair has sparked a protest by employees and
residents in Gostynin who fear the loss of
hospital independence through forced
mergers, a move they link to the broader
corruption in Warsaw’s healthcare
management. The assault on a Ukrainian
teenager in Warsaw, reportedly fueled by the
"anti-Ukrainian turn" in political rhetoric,
indicates that elite polarization is trickling
down into street-level ethnic violence.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Poland’s global posture is caught between
assertive leadership in regional defense and
diplomatic isolation due to erratic
presidential actions. PM Tusk is positioning
Poland within the E5 format to ensure that
"frontline states" are represented in all
formats, a direct response to being excluded
from previous "E3" meetings in London.
Poland's commitment to spend nearly 7% of
GDP on defense serves as a powerful signal of
intent to NATO allies, particularly the US, as a
"solid anchor" in a volatile region.

However, the framing of the "outside world" is
becoming increasingly hostile in state
media transcripts. There is a palpable fear of
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a second Trump term, with warnings that he
may abandon allies as he allegedly did in the
Persian Gulf. This is contrasted with a
nostalgic and warning-filled narrative around
the 10th anniversary of Brexit, used as a
cautionary tale for any "Polexit" sentiment,
emphasizing the 5% GDP loss and the
"nightmare" of border queues for the UK.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Polish economy is navigating a transition
toward high-tech defense production while
facing the massive costs of environmental
adaptation and regional instability. Market
sentiment is cautiously optimistic regarding
the Ukraine Recovery Conference, with
hundreds of firms looking for a share of the
estimated 500 billion USD reconstruction.

* Defense Spending: Poland’s defense
budget has expanded from 60 billion to 200
billion PLN in four years, making it the
fastest-growing military spender in NATO
relative to GDP.

* Commodity Prices: Fuel prices for June
25 are set to drop slightly, with 95-octane
at 5.96 PL.N/liter.

* Corporate Activity: Polish firms like PZU
and Maspex are aggressively acquiring
Ukrainian assets (Metlife and Carpathian

Waters, respectively) to secure post-war
market positions.

* Infrastructure Investment: The final
segment of the S6 Kaszubska Route was
opened, a project intended to cut travel
time between Szczecin and Gdansk by 1.5
hours and boost regional tourism.

* Energy Transition: Political debate
continues over the cost of OZE
(Renewables), with some factions claiming
green energy is "
others boast that renewables now make up
half of the energy mix.

n ig fr while

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant shifts are occurring in the
leadership of the ruling coalition and within
the medical and military sectors, reflecting
internal tensions and the fallout from various
scandals.

* Szymon Holownia: Has resign as
deputy leader of Polska 2050 to launch a

"moderate" political group called
"Umiarkowani," signaling a potential
centrist break within the coalition.

* Dawid Kacprzyk: The young SOR

coordinator at South Hospital has been

terminated and face suspension of his
medical license amidst the criminal probe.

* Emil Jedrzejewski: The former surgical
head and whistleblower is now a target of
counter-investigations regarding
fictitious shifts and falsified diplomas.

* Andy Burnham: Noted as the most likely
successor to Keir Starmer as UK Prime
Minister following the latter's resignation,
signaling a shift in the British Labour Party.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial posture is highly
nationalistic yet deeply critical of the
Presidency. The "Lead Stories" are the
South Hospital Scandal and the Heatwave,
both used to create a sense of immediate
domestic peril. The Grot A3 rifle contract is
presented as a reassuring counter-narrative of
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state competence. However, the Ukraine
diplomatic rupture is framed through a lens
of "presidential sabotage," clearly siding with
the Tusk government’s attempt to keep the
summit focused on business. The tone is
alarmist regarding the weather and scandal-
driven regarding healthcare. A conspicuous
omission is any detailed discussion of the
actual specific terms of the "SAFE" program
or the OZE energy pricing, which are
mentioned only in the context of political
bickering rather than economic analysis.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical subtext suggests a world
fracturing into unreliable alliances and
environmental catastrophes, where Poland
must find a path between a hostile Russia and
a potentially isolationist United States.

COUNTRIES

e Ukraine: Portrayed as a distressed ally
whose leadership is increasingly erratic or
ungrateful regarding historical
sensitivities, yet remain the essential
"buffer" against Russia. "Zelenskyy has
thrown a grenade into the relationship"
(20260624-30).

* United Kingdom: Framed as a weakened,
chaotic state and a "cautionary tale" for
Europe. The 10-year post-Brexit look
depicts a country in "ruin" where the
parliament is literally falling apart

(20260624-110).

* Russia: An invisible but omnipresent
foe, benefiting from every Polish-Ukrainian
disagreement.  Described as  "losing
economically" but waiting for any crack in
NATO unity (20260624-25).

LEADERS

* Donald Tusk: Portrayed as the competent
pragmatist trying to "do the work" despite
presidential interference. He is seen as the
leader integrating Poland into the

European core (E5) (20260624-26).

* Karol Nawrocki: Framed by critics as

cynical, inept, and "anti-Polish" for
prioritizing partisan scores over the
national interest (20260624-31).

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a chaotic
wild card who "blackmails" allies over
defense spending and whose mental health
is questioned over his "fixation on the
number 22" (202 24-

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Naczelna Izba Lekarska (NIL): Framed
as an embattled professional body trying
to reclaim the healthcare system from
political "pathologies" and "VIP" influence
(20260624-14).

* Fabryka Broni kfucznik: Portrayed as a
pillar of sovereignty, proving that Polish
industry can "deliver" high-tech solutions
without foreign reliance (20260624-18).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day's mnews highlights a vicious
disinformation cycle revolving around the
South Hospital. Both government and
opposition are using narrative seeding to
blame the other. For instance, PiS politician
Oskar Szafarowicz used aircraft tracking data
to falsely suggest PM Tusk was fleeing the
city during the crisis, which the network
debunked. Conversely, the "Order Affair" is
being framed as a psychological operation
by the Presidency to incite anti-Ukrainian
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sentiment and boost
numbers.

far-right polling

There is a significant delta between spin
and truth regarding medical earnings. While
the network focuses on the "millionaire
doctor," the NIL points out that 75% of
specialists are on civil contracts with no
hourly limits, a structural flaw the
government has known about since at least
2025 but failed to regulate. The media’s role
here is to amplify the "scandal" rather than

the policy failure.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Ukraine Reconstruction: If the "order
affair" is not resolved, Poland may be
displaced by Germany as the primary
reconstruction partner, leading to a long-
term loss of economic opportunity for
Polish firms. Polish-Ukrainian relations will
likely remain frozen until the Presidential
election.

Coalition Stability:  Hotownia’s
"Umiarkowani" group is a harbinger of a
coalition collapse. Expect a minority
government or early elections by 2027 if
the "moderate" faction peels away more
MPs.

* Healthcare Reform: The South Hospital
scandal will force a hard cap on doctor
working hours (likely 78 hours/week), but
this will trigger a mass labor shortage in
regional hospitals like Gostynin, which are

already struggling (20260624-80).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The nearing 41°C
heatwave will cause a spike in excess
mortality and infrastructure strain (power

grids/water). Further arrests in the South
Hospital case are inevitable as the
Prosecutor's Office analyzes the 12 suspicious
deaths.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Poland will
formalize a defense production axis with
Czechia to offset regional supply chain risks.
The "SAFE 0%" loan program will become a
central battleground for the 2027 budget,
with the President likely to veto any
legislation he deems a Tusk victory.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland will shift
from being a "transit hub" to a "defense and
energy fortress" if the 7% GDP spending is
maintained. However, "betonoza" in cities will
render urban centers uninhabitable
during summer months without a massive 1-5
year ecological reconstruction of public

spaces (20260624-3).

RISK ASSESSMENT

The strategic landscape is currently
dominated by five major risks that could
trigger institutional or social collapse.

* Risk of Urban Infrastructure Failure:
The combination of 40°C+ heat and
"blackouts" already seen in France
(20260624-9) could hit Poland’s aging
power grid. Triggers: Persistent 40°C
temperatures over 72 hours. Likelihood:
High (given current trends). Impact:
Catastrophic for healthcare and industry.
Mitigations: Immediate emergency power
protocols and "Mikroretencja" for cooling.
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* Risk of Social Unrest/Ethnic Conflict:
Political rhetoric regarding "Ukrainian
corruption" and historical orders is fueling
street violence. Triggers: Another high-
profile assault on an  immigrant.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Destabilization  of internal  security.
Mitigations: De-escalation of political
rhetoric and strict police enforcement.

Risk of Healthcare System Collapse:
Whistleblower claims are causing patients
to avoid Emergency Rooms. Triggers:
Confirmation of "fictitious shift" murders.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Mass
mortality and loss of government mandate.
Mitigations: Immediate transparency in
doctor earnings and hourly limits.

Risk of Regional Isolation: Poland’s
exclusion from the E3 format
(20260624-85) and the snubbing of
Zelenskyy could lead to a "periphery"
status in the EU. Triggers: Failure of the
Gdansk summit agreements. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Loss of influence over
NATO strategy. Mitigations: PM Tusk
successfully integrating Poland into the E5
core.

Risk of Public Health Catastrophe
(Biosecurity): The Ebola case in France
signals a potential threat to the Schengen
zone. Triggers: Secondary transmission
within the EU. Likelihood: Low. Impact:
High (return to lockdown-style border
controls). Mitigations: Enhanced
biosecurity screening for humanitarian
missions.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Actual Medical Outcomes: While

transcripts discuss "suspicious deaths,"
they lack data on the mortality rates of
the South Hospital compared to national
averages to determine if this is a systemic
or localized issue.

SAFE Program Details: The strategic
intent of the "SAFE" program is mentioned
as a "tlen" (oxygen) for industry, but the
specific loan terms and debt burden it
imposes on the Polish state are entirely
absent.

Ukrainian Official Response: There is
almost no coverage of the official
Ukrainian MSZ response to the "order
affair," leaving a gap in understanding if
this is a temporary snub or a permanent
pivot in Kijéw’s strategy toward Warsaw.

Energy Grid Capacity: While heatwaves
are discussed, there is no expert testimony
on the Polish power grid's actual
reserve margin to withstand a 40°C peak
demand period.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e The "Order Affair" is a Diversion: A

contrarian view suggests that President
Nawrocki and PM Tusk coordinated the
crisis to allow the government to back out
of expensive military commitments to
Ukraine (like the MiG transfer) while

laming "diplomati nsions."
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* Healthcare "Cleaning" is a Purge: The * Capital Allocation: Opportunities in

South Hospital scandal may be a pretext rainwater harvesting technologies are
for the central government to seize set to boom following the 170 million PLN
control of Samorzad (local government) "Mikroretencja" launch.

health entities, using "corruption" as a tool

to dismantle OppOSition StronghOIdS in LEG ISLATIVE ROUNDUP
Warsaw.

* The Heatwave as a Policy Tool: The Legislative activity is focused on punitive
government is exaggerating the record- measures for traffic safety and attempts to
breaking nature of the heat to pass reform healthcare and defense financing amid
unpopular "Mikroretencja" taxes or fees a fractured political environment.

under the guise of an "emergency," when
similar heat was recorded in 1921

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

(20260624-4). * Re-education Course Fee Increase: Fees

for drivers under the influence increased

RECOMMENDATIONS & from 500 PLN to 2,500 PLN to provide an
IMPLICATIONS economic deterrent.

* SAFE 0% Program: A Polish People's

For Statecraft/Public Sector: Party (PSL) proposal for 0% loans for

defense, vetoed by the President but

currently being used as a "oxygen"
narrative for industry.

* Security: Poland must ensure that
biosecurity and thermal resilience are
integrated into the national defense

strategy, as climate shocks are now * Abortion Liberalization: Despite
coinciding with regional war. promises, legislation is stalled due to PSL
. opposition within the coalition
* Economic: Accelerate the 0OZE-Oze 20260624-128

infrastructure to reduce grid heat-load

during summer peaks. * Doctor Time Limits: Proposed legislation

to cap work hours at 78/week regardless

* Diplomatic: Institutionalize the E5 format of contract type (20260624-12).

to bypass presidential friction and maintain
a direct line to European defense cores. HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

For Pri I : .
or Private Sector/Investors * Prosecutor's Briefing on South

Hospital: Detailed 32  proceedings,

* Regulatory Compliance: Healthcare
including fictitious shift allegations.

investors should expect drastic changes

in medical contracting laws, specifically * Grot A3 Signing Ceremony: A major
the ban on combining private and public media event in Radom highlighting 600
practice for hospital heads (20260624-16). million PLN in orders.

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from just- * NIL Press Conference: Calling for the
in-time logistics that rely on heat- "depoliticization of hospitals" and the
sensitive infrastructure like the Swiss and end of VIP treatment (20260624-14).

German rail networks (20260624-10).
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KEY STORIES

* Ukraine Recovery Conference Crisis:
President Zelenskyy cancels visit to Gdansk
after Polish President revokes his state
award; summit downgraded to Premier-
level participation. Gdansk Summit snub.

South Hospital Criminal Probe:
Whistleblower claims deaths occurred due
to systemic medical errors and political
interference; Prosecutor investigates 12

deaths. Death House Allegations.

* The 40°C Summer Emergency: Saharan
air brings record-breaking heat to Poland
and Europe; IMGW issues second-degree
warnings. Saharan Heat Alert.

* Grot A3 Rifle Contract: 600 million PLN
deal signed to supply 50,000 rifles to the
Polish army, using newly unlocked funds
from defense loan programs. Grot A3
Signing.

* E5 Defense Coordination: Tusk meets
with French, German, UK, and Italian
leaders to strengthen NATO's European
pillar ahead of the Ankara summit. Berlin
Summitry.

* [lawa Package Explosion: A suspicious
package sent to a police station explodes,
injuring a policeman with suspected pepper

spray or chemical agent. Itawa Explosion.

* Holownia Coalition Break: Holownia
resigns from deputy leadership to form a
new "moderate" group, potentially
destabilizing the Tusk  government.

Umiarkowani Party Formation.

Brexit 10-Year Retrospective: Narrative
warning against EU exit, citing UK’'s 5%
GDP loss and crumbling infrastructure.

Brexit Nightmare Story.

* Warsaw Metro Intrusion: A 22-year-old
French citizen stops Line M1 by walking on
the tracks, leading to a massive police
search and transport shutdown. Warsaw
Metro Intruder.

* Budapest Hospital Cannibalism Case:
Shocking arrest of a 30-year-old worker
who stole and allegedly consumed human

remains from a hospital. Budapest Horror

Case.

* Gostynin Hospital Protest: Local staff
and residents protest forced hospital
merger, fearing loss of quality and local
access to care. Gostynin Resistance.

Darfur/Congo Ebola Threat: Suspected
Ebola case in a doctor returning to France
from a mission in the DRC triggers
biosecurity protocols. Ebola Scare.

* Mikroretencja Program Launch: 170
million PLN government plan to combat
drought via subsidies for household water
collection. Water Security Bill.

* Assault on Ukrainian Teen: A 16-year-old
Ukrainian student brutally beaten in
Warsaw in a suspected hate crime linked to
political rhetoric. Hate Crime Incident.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
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Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

