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MEXICO PROJECTS REGIONAL

LEADERSHIP THROUGH DISASTER

RESPONSE AND SPORTS

DIPLOMACY AMID GLOBAL

VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On June  27,  2026,  the  Mexican government

under  President  Claudia  Sheinbaum  shifted

into  a  high-visibility  leadership  posture,

centering  its  narrative  on  humanitarian

intervention  in  Venezuela  and  the  cultural

significance of the ongoing 2026 World Cup.

By  deploying  250  military  personnel  and

specialized  rescue  units  to  assist  with  the

aftermath of a catastrophic double earthquake

in  Venezuela,  the  administration  is  actively

asserting Mexico's role as a regional hegemon

and  stabilizing  force  in  Latin  America.  This

"disaster diplomacy" serves to strengthen ties

with the Delcy Rodríguez administration while

showcasing  Mexican  logistics  and  military

readiness on the international stage.

Domestically,  the  government  is  leveraging

the 2026 World Cup and the 48th annual Pride

March  to  project  an  image  of  a  modern,

inclusive, and culturally sovereign nation. The

state media narrative heavily emphasizes the

"Fourth  Transformation's"  commitment  to

diversity  and  indigenous  rights,  contrasting

this with historical accounts of corruption and

foreign interference in Mexican soccer during

the  1980s.  However,  this  projection  of

stability  is  challenged  by  ongoing  internal

security  threats,  evidenced  by  high-profile

arrests  of  cartel  figures  in  Sinaloa  and  the

kidnapping  of  journalists,  alongside  a

persistent  "information  war"  involving  social

media  manipulation  and  AI-driven  political

microsegmentation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Humanitarian  Crisis  in  Venezuela: A

massive double earthquake on June 24 has

resulted in  at  least  920 confirmed deaths

and  over  50,000  missing  persons,

prompting  a  major  international  rescue

operation.

Mexico’s  Disaster  Response: President

Sheinbaum  has  deployed  250  military

personnel, 18 canine units, and 12 tons of

supplies  to  the  affected  regions in

Venezuela, including the city of Huaira.

2026  World  Cup  Geopolitics: State

media  is  revisiting  the  1986  World  Cup

history  to  frame  Mexico’s  current  co-

hosting as a victory for national sovereignty

over US corporate interests and historical

manipulation  by  figures  like  Henry

Kissinger.

Domestic Security Operations: Security

forces  captured  Misael  N  (alias  "Geero

Ping"), a regional leader of the "Chapitos"

faction,  in  Sinaloa,  following  a  string  of

kidnappings and murders.
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Morena Internal Succession: The ruling

party  has  registered  148  aspirants  for

state-level "defense of the transformation"

coordinators,  signaling the formal start of

the electoral cycle.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  Mexican  military  and  Navy  (SEMAR)

are  being  utilized  as  primary  tools  for

foreign policy, with immediate deployment

capabilities pre-positioned for international

emergencies.

A  permanent  deployment  of  90  special

forces  elements  was  sent  to  Culiacán  to

inhibit  cartel  activities involving  "Los

Chapitos" and "Los Mayos."

Civil Unrest & Social Order

The  48th  Pride  March  in  CDMX  expects

over  800,000  participants,  requiring  a

deployment  of  4,200  police  officers  to

maintain  order around  the  Zócalo  and

Bellas Artes.

Ongoing  activism  seeks  the  total

elimination  of  "conversion  therapies"  and

the criminalization of sexual orientation.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

President Sheinbaum met with King Felipe

VI  of  Spain,  emphasizing  the  need  for  a

formal  request  for  forgiveness regarding

colonial  history  as  a  basis  for  modern

relations.

Roberto  Laseri  Montaño  was  formally

seated as the new Mexican Ambassador to

the US, presenting credentials to the State

Department.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

Analysts  highlighted  the  evolution  of

Cambridge Analytica-style tactics, using AI

and  microsegmentation  to  weaponize

negative  emotions like  fear  and  rage  in

social media feeds.

The  presidency  condemned  a  "dirty  war"

campaign  involving  the  newspaper  El

Universal,  accusing  it  of  spreading

disinformation regarding  the

administration's founder.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Mexican  exports  grew  by  25.4%  in  May

2026,  reaching  a  total  value  of  $69.5

billion,  driven  primarily  by  non-petroleum

manufacturing.

The  government  reached  an  agreement

with the hotel sector to freeze rates during

the  World  Cup  to  ensure  organizational

stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Nostalgia  and

Sports

A  significant  portion  of  the  day's  broadcast

was dedicated to a historical  revision of  the

1986 World Cup.  The narrative frames FIFA

and  its  historical  leadership  (Havelange,

Blatter) as a multinational conglomerate that

imposes "extravagant" demands on sovereign

states.  By detailing how Mexico "saved"  the

1986 tournament after Colombia's withdrawal

and US political maneuvers (led by Kissinger),

the state media is constructing a narrative of

Mexican  resilience.  This  serves  to  bolster

national  pride  during  the  current  2026

tournament, positioning Mexico not just as a

host, but as the moral center of global soccer,
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contrasted  against  the  perceived  corporate

coldness of the US and Canada.

Diversity as a Pillar of State Identity

The integration of the Pride March and trans

rights into the mainstream political discourse

represents  a  calculated  effort  to  define  the

"Fourth  Transformation"  as  the  vanguard  of

social progress. The coverage explicitly links

LGBTQ+  rights  to  the  broader  struggle  for

democratic  inclusion and  indigenous

recognition.  By  framing  the  "right-wing"  as

inherently  exclusionary  and  reliant  on

microsegmentation to  divide  society,  the

administration is positioning itself as the only

viable  defender  of  all  marginalized  groups,

effectively merging social  justice movements

with the state's political identity.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Mexico  is  experiencing  a  period  of  intense

institutional activity and internal friction as it

enters  the  mid-point  of  2026.  The  ruling

party's (Morena) internal selection process for

coordinators  has  drawn  148  applicants,

indicating high levels of elite competition for

future  power  slots.  Simultaneously,  the

administration faces persistent challenges to

its  "hugs  not  bullets"  security  legacy.  The

arrest  of  "Delta  7"  in  Nanchistal  for  the

kidnapping  of  Roxana  Guzmán and  the

detention  of  police  officers  in  Ixlahuatán

suggest  that  local  governance  and  security

remains  heavily  compromised  by  organized

crime.

Public  sentiment  is  also  being  managed

through  large-scale  cultural  programming.

The  suspension  of  school  activities  in  the

capital and the transition of the Pride March

to  the  Zócalo  Fan  Fest areas  indicate  a

government prioritizing public spectacle and

mass  participation  to  maintain  social

cohesion. However, the mention of "dirty war"

tactics  in  the  media  and  the  ongoing

investigation into financial irregularities (900

million  pesos)  involving  former  officials  in

Tamaulipas point to a state deeply embroiled

in legal warfare and partisan polarization.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Mexico is projecting an assertive, autonomous

foreign  policy.  The  interaction  with  King

Felipe  VI  of  Spain  underscores  a  refusal  to

accept  traditional  diplomatic  norms  without

addressing  historical  grievances.  This  is

paired  with  an  active  role  in  regional  crisis

management;  the  Sheinbaum  administration

is  not  merely  offering  condolences  to

Venezuela  but  is  leading  the  rescue  effort,

signaling  that  Mexico,  not  the  US,  is  the

primary  partner  for  Caracas  during  natural

disasters.

On  the  global  stage,  the  government  is

framing  the  international  system  as

increasingly  unstable,  citing  the  conflict  in

Europe and the fragility of the Israel-Lebanon

border.  Mexico  is  positioning  itself  as  a

proponent  of  "self-determination  of  peoples"

and  a  mediator  for  peace,  while

simultaneously  criticizing  US  dominance  in

institutions like FIFA. The new ambassadorial

appointment  in  Washington  Roberto  Laseri

Montaño suggests  a  strategic  focus  on

stabilizing  the  bilateral  relationship  without

ceding  sovereign  ground  on  trade  or

migration.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Mexican  economy  demonstrates

significant  resilience  in  the  manufacturing

and export sectors, despite global inflationary
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pressures  and  currency  fluctuations

mentioned  in  historical  retrospectives.  The

current  growth  in  exports  indicates  that

Mexico is successfully leveraging its position

in global supply chains, particularly in non-oil

sectors.

Export  Surge: A  25.4%  year-over-year

increase in  exports  for  May,  totaling over

$69 billion.

Currency  Management: Historical

reports  emphasize  the fluctuating peso of

the  80s  to  contrast  with  current  relative

stability, though the administration remains

wary of devaluation impacts.

Public Sector Efficiency: The government

is  promoting  teleworking and  prioritizing

federal agency efficiency during the World

Cup to minimize economic disruption in the

capital.

Corruption  Investigations: A  potential

loss of 900.85 million pesos in Tamaulipas

state  funds  is  under  judicial  review,

highlighting risks in public procurement.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  appointments  and  judicial  actions

are  reshaping the  political  landscape as  the

administration consolidates its power base.

Claudia Sheinbaum: Consolidating power

as  a  regional  mediator  and  direct

diplomatic actor in the Venezuela crisis.

Roberto  Laseri  Montaño: Appointed  as

the  new  Ambassador  to  the  US,  a  move

ratified by the Senate to handle trade and

migration during a sensitive hosting year.

Misael  N  ("Geero  Ping"): Arrested

regional cartel boss, whose removal likely

triggers  a  succession  battle within  the

Sinaloa cartel factions.

Jahlel  N: Former Secretary of  Welfare in

Tamaulipas, facing preventive detention for

financial  irregularities,  signaling  an

ongoing  purge  of  former  administration

officials.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  focus  of  Canal  Catorce  was

heavily  weighted  toward  state-building  and

national  identity.  The  Lead  Story was  the

humanitarian  mission  to  Venezuela  and  the

Pride  March,  both  framed  as  evidence  of  a

compassionate  and  progressive  state.  The

World  Cup  was  treated  as  a  cultural  and

historical  event  rather  than  just  a  sporting

one,  with  significant  airtime  given  to  the

historical context of Mexican soccer. The tone

was nationalistic and reassuring, emphasizing

that  Mexico  is  a  "stable"  and  "principled"

country compared to the "chaotic" 80s or the

"hostile"  foreign  media  narratives.  Buried

Stories included  the  specifics  of  the  Israel-

Lebanon border pact, which were mentioned

only in the context of Mexico’s general call for

peace.  A  Conspicuous  Omission was  any

detailed  critique  of  the  Venezuelan

government's  handling  of  the  earthquake  or

the  specific  logistical  failures  that  led  to

50,000 people going missing.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts portray a world transitioning

toward  a  more  assertive  Global  South,  with

Mexico leading the charge in Latin America.

The  framing  is  sharply  divided  between

"principled"  sovereign  actors  and

"manipulative"  corporate  or  imperial

interests.
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COUNTRIES

Mexico:  Portrayed  as  a  strong,

compassionate  leader  of  the  region.  "Our

nation  solidarizes with  our  brothers"  in

Venezuela,  while  asserting  "cultural

sovereignty" through the Ulama ball game

tradition.

Venezuela: Depicted as a victim of nature

but  a  close  ally.  The  framing  emphasizes

the  condolences  and  support sent  by

Sheinbaum to Delcy Rodríguez.

United  States:  Framed  historically  as  a

manipulative  actor that  used  figures  like

Kissinger to "conquer" the World Cup, and

currently as a nation needing to verify its

stadium infrastructure.

Spain: Characterized as a former colonizer

that  must  recognize  the  greatness of

indigenous  peoples  for  relations  to  fully

normalize.

LEADERS

Claudia  Sheinbaum:  Framed  as

competent,  empathetic,  and diplomatically

firm.  She  is  described  as  cordial  but

principled in her meetings with European

royalty.

Delcy  Rodríguez:  Portrayed  as  the

presidential partner in managing a national

emergency, though her exact official title is

subtly framed as "president in charge."

Henry Kissinger: Historically framed as a

"diplomatic  strategist  of  absolute  power"

and a threat to soccer as a game, treating it

as an "extension of the Cold War."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: State  media  is

aggressively  seeding  a  narrative  that  the

"Right"  uses microsegmentation to exploit

negative emotions,  effectively pre-empting

any opposition messaging by labeling it as

AI-driven manipulation.

Media  De-legitimization: The

presidency's  public  denunciation  of  El

Universal regarding the Edmundo Cázares

controversy  weakens  the  credibility of

traditional media outlets that are critical of

the administration.

Historical  Revisionism: The  extensive

documentaries on FIFA's 1980s corruption

are used to frame any current international

criticism  of  Mexico's  hosting  as  foreign

interference.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Regional  Consolidation: Mexico  will

likely leverage the success of the Venezuela

rescue  mission  to  propose  a  new  Latin

American disaster response framework that

bypasses US-led organizations.

Electoral  Polarization: The  Morena

selection process will likely lead to internal

fractures,  which  the  administration  will

attempt to manage by branding dissidents

as  victims  of  "right-wing

microsegmentation."

Global  Sports  Rivalry: Post-World  Cup

2026, tensions between Mexico and the US/

FIFA  over  the  distribution  of  profits and

future hosting rights will likely escalate.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

Mexican military presence in Venezuela as the

death  toll  rises;  domestically,  look  for

heightened  security  around  Pride  events  to

prevent cartel-related disruptions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The economic

impact of the 25.4% export growth will likely

lead  to  a  stronger  Peso by  year-end,

potentially  causing  friction  with  US  trade

partners over currency valuation.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Mexico will continue

to push for a formal apology from the Spanish

Crown,  potentially  leading  to  a  significant

diplomatic  downgrade  if  not  met,  while

shifting  its  cultural  identity  toward

"Mesoamerican  ball  game"  traditions  over

FIFA-standard soccer.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  geopolitical  and  domestic

environment  presents  several  critical

flashpoints  that  could  destabilize  Mexico's

leadership narrative.

Risk:  Venezuelan  State  Collapse: The

earthquake may trigger mass migration or

political  collapse  in  Venezuela  despite

Mexican  aid.  Triggers: Failure  of  rescue

efforts  or  a  spike  in  the  missing  persons

count above  50,000.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: High  regional

instability. Mitigations: Sustained Mexican

military aid and food security support.

Risk: Israel-Lebanon Ceasefire Breach:

A return to war in the Middle East could

disrupt  global  oil  markets,  impacting

Mexico's  non-oil  export  dominance.

Triggers: Non-compliance with the gradual

withdrawal of  Israeli  forces.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Global  inflationary  shock.

Mitigations: Diplomatic  calls  for  peace

and adherence to UN charters.

Risk: Cartel Retaliation in Sinaloa: The

arrest  of  "Geero  Ping"  could  lead  to

"Culiacanazo"-style  violence.  Triggers:

Further  high-profile  arrests  of  Chapitos

leaders. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe

threat  to  public  safety  and  World  Cup

tourism. Mitigations: Deployment of 90+

special forces to strategic zones.

Risk:  AI-Driven  Social  Unrest:

Microsegmentation  could  trigger  violent

polarization  during  the  Pride  March  or

election  season.  Triggers: Viral

disinformation  campaigns targeting

"undecided" voters. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Erosion  of  democratic  mandate.

Mitigations: Public  literacy  campaigns

and state-led narrative control.

Risk:  Public  Health Crisis  (Fentanilo):

The  rapid  spread  of  synthetic  opioids

continues to threaten the youth population.

Triggers: Failure  of  the  "La  Vida"

800-911-2000 hotline  campaign.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Long-term

labor force decline and public safety crisis.

Mitigations: Increased  funding  for  "no-

contact" prevention education.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Several critical issues were omitted from the

day's  broadcast,  leaving  major  risks

unaddressed.

The  exact  cause  of  the  Venezuela

earthquakes (tectonic  vs.  human-induced

through  extractive  industries)  was  not

explored, which is relevant for future risk

mitigation.

The  broadcast  failed  to  detail  how  the

World  Cup  revenue is  being  shared

between Mexico, Canada, and the US, a key

point of potential future friction.

There  was  no  mention  of  the  human

rights situation in Venezuela beyond the

earthquake,  ignoring  the  political

constraints under which Mexican rescuers

are operating.

The impact of export growth on domestic

resource  depletion  or  labor  conditions  in

manufacturing was entirely absent.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Desperation  as  Leadership: The  massive

deployment to Venezuela could be framed not

as  a  show  of  strength,  but  as  a  desperate

attempt  to  ensure  Venezuelan  stability  to

prevent  a  massive  migrant  wave that  would

overwhelm Mexico’s  northern  border  during

the World Cup. A "Black Swan" event would

be  the  collapse  of  the  Delcy  Rodríguez

government while 250 Mexican troops are on

the  ground,  potentially  trapping  them  in  a

civil war.

The  Microsegmentation  Paradox: The

government’s  focus  on  "right-wing

microsegmentation" might actually be a cover

for its own use of advanced AI to monitor and

influence  public  sentiment  during  the  2026

elections. A "Black Swan" would be a leak of

state-sponsored microsegmentation tools,

proving the administration is using the same

tactics it publicly condemns.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Maintain  high  military  alert  in

Sinaloa and Huaira to prevent insurgent or

cartel aprovechamiento of the state’s focus

on humanitarian efforts.

Diplomatic: Use  the  momentum  of  the

Venezuela response to lead a reform of the

OAS or a similar body that prioritizes Latin

American  solidarity  over  US-led

intervention.

Governance: Institutionalize  the

"telework"  and  "Fan  Fest"  logistics

pioneered  during  the  World  Cup as  a

permanent  disaster-readiness  protocol  for

the capital.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The 25.4% export growth

indicates a high-performing manufacturing

sector;  investors  should  look  for

opportunities in logistics and industrial real

estate in northern and central Mexico.

Regulatory  Compliance: Stay  ahead  of

new social inclusion and anti-discrimination

labor laws that will likely be codified post-

Pride 2026.

Safety  Standards: With  cartel  violence

persisting, companies operating in Sinaloa

and  Tamaulipas  must  increase  private

security  budgets and  digital  asset

protection against AI-driven threats.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  focus  is  currently  dominated

by  electoral  coordinator  selections  and  the

administrative management of the World Cup

event,  alongside  ongoing  anti-corruption

prosecutions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Internal Morena Statutes: Regulations

for  selecting  "Defenders  of  the

Transformation"  coordinators  to  ensure

electoral transparency.

Conversion  Therapy  Bans: Proposals

to  criminalize LGBTQ+  conversion

practices nationwide.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Claudia Sheinbaum Presser: Detailing

the  Venezuela  rescue  mission and

meeting with King Felipe VI.

SRE  Diplomatic  Presentation:

Presentation  of  credentials  by

Ambassador Montaño in Washington.

Judicial  Hearing  (Tamaulipas):

Hearing for Jahlel N regarding the 900M

peso deficit.

KEY STORIES

Venezuela  Double  Earthquake

Response: Mexico sends 250 soldiers,  18

dogs, and 12 tons of aid to Huaira following

920 deaths and 50k missing in a June 24

quake.

48th  Pride  March  in  CDMX: Over

800,000  expected  to  march  from

Independence  to  the  Zócalo,  featuring

4,200 police and a theme of "Pride of All."

Historical Revision of 1986 World Cup:

Retrospective analysis of Televisa’s power,

Kissinger’s  influence,  and  Mexico’s

"saving" of the tournament from corporate

FIFA interests.

Arrest  of  Misael  N  (Geero  Ping):

Capture  of  a  key  Sinaloa  Cartel  regional

boss involved in the murder of miners and

tourist kidnappings in Mazatlán.

Mexican Export Growth: INEGI reports a

25.4% increase in exports for May, totaling

$69.5 billion, driven by manufacturing.

Sheinbaum-Felipe  VI  Meeting:

Presidential meeting emphasizing the need

for Spanish apologies for colonial history to

improve bilateral ties.

Morena  Candidate  Selection: 148

aspirants register for state-level leadership

positions within the ruling coalition.

Israel-Lebanon  Pact: Reports  of  a

ceasefire  framework  involving  Israeli

withdrawal and Lebanese army deployment

to the border.

Fentanyl  Prevention  Campaign:

Government-led  "La  Vida"  hotline  and

awareness  campaign  targeting  youth  and

social media users.

El Universal Controversy: Administration

denunciation  of  a  "dirty  war"  media

campaign involving a false letter from the

former president.

Museum Exhibits in CDMX: World Cup-

related  exhibits  featuring  Roberto

Montenegro,  Tlachtly  (indigenous  ball

game), and Chicano Art.

Trans  Women  in  Sports: Discussion  of

trans inclusion in Mexican soccer leagues

and social acceptance of diversity in sports.
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Kidnapping of  Roxana Guzmán: Arrest

of  "Delta  7"  and  four  police  officers  in

connection  with  the  kidnapping  of  a

prominent journalist.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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