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AGREEMENT AND CONTINUED

REGIONAL HOSTILITIES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On June 27, 2026, global discourse centers on

the  aftermath  of  a  major  military  conflict

between the United States,  Israel,  and Iran,

following the signing of a 14-point Islamabad

Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MoU).

The  broadcasting  network  characterizes  the

agreement  as  an  acknowledgment  of  US

defeat,  claiming  the  Trump  administration

was forced into terms due to an exhaustion

of  military  resources and  the  imminent

threat  of  global  economic  collapse

triggered  by  the  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.  Despite  the  preliminary  peace

framework,  reports  of  ceasefire  violations

are  rampant,  with  the  US allegedly  striking

Iranian coastal facilities and Israel continuing

intensive  operations  against  Hezbollah  in

Lebanon,  which  Tehran  views  as  a  direct

breach of the MoU's first clause requiring an

end to the war on all fronts.

The internal stability of major actors is in flux.

Iran  is  managing  a  leadership  transition

following  the  reported  assassination  of  its

Supreme Leader and senior military command

during the war,  while the US administration

under  Donald  Trump is  portrayed as  deeply

divided and facing a domestic energy crisis

with  only  weeks  of  Strategic  Petroleum

Reserves remaining.  Simultaneously,  the

"Axis  of  Resistance"  is  expanding  its  reach,

with  warnings  issued  to  Israel  regarding  a

reported secret deployment in Somaliland and

the discovery of an alleged clandestine Israeli

base in Iraq.  This  convergence of  a  fragile

peace  and  active  regional  escalations

suggests a period of extreme volatility where

the  diplomatic  "Switzerland  track"  remains

decoupled  from the  military  realities  on  the

ground.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Islamabad  Memorandum  of

Understanding  (MoU): A  14-point

preliminary  agreement  aimed  at  ending

over  100  days  of  war.  Key  provisions

include  a  60-day  negotiation  window,  the

unfreezing  of  Iranian  assets,  and  Iranian

management of  the Strait  of  Hormuz in

exchange  for  limited  nuclear  enrichment

concessions.

Active  Ceasefire  Violations: Iranian

officials have formally accused the US and

Israel  of  breaching  the  MoU.  Specific

incidents  include  a  US  attack  on  Iranian

coastal surveillance in the island of Sirick

and  continued  Israeli  drone  strikes  in

Lebanon targeting  the  Nabatiyya  region

despite  a  separate  Lebanese-Israeli

framework.
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Global  Energy  Crisis: Major  oil

companies including Exxon and Chevron

have  warned  of  a  historic  collapse  in

demand and a depletion of global strategic

reserves due  to  the  war's  disruption  of

maritime  trade  through  the  Strait  of

Hormuz.

Iranian  Leadership  Transition:

Following  the  assassination  of  Ayatollah

Khamenei and the senior IRGC command

during  the  conflict,  the  nation  has

stabilized under the election of his son as

the new leader, signaling resilience in the

face of "decapitation" strikes.

Discovery of Secret Bases: Reports from

Iraq detail the discovery of a secret Israeli

military base utilizing a disused lake bed as

a  staging post  for  attacks  on  Iran,  which

led to a confrontation with the Iraqi army.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  use  of  fiber-optic  FPV  drones by

Hezbollah  has  reportedly  nullified  the

effectiveness  of  the  Iron Dome,  allowing

the  resistance  to  target  Israeli  armored

equipment at low cost.

The  US  Navy  reportedly  resorted  to  oil

smuggling near  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to

evade the Iranian maritime blockade after

failing to reopen the passage by force.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Negotiations  in  Switzerland are  being

used as a platform by Iran to demand that

regional peace include the withdrawal of

US forces from West Asia as a prerequisite

for progress.

Italy is facing severe criticism from Tehran

for providing logistical support to US forces

during the war,  which Iran classifies as a

violation of international law.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The  US  Strategic  Petroleum  Reserve

(SPR) is  reportedly  at  historically  low

levels,  with  the  administration  forced  to

release  stocks  to  manage  global  market

volatility.

Iran has asserted sovereign control over

Hormuz,  with  plans  to  charge

"environmental tax" or service fees for all

commercial passage.

Climate & Extreme Weather

A  record-breaking  heatwave  in  Europe

has caused temperatures to exceed 41°C in

Germany  and  France,  leading  to  multiple

drownings  and  fatalities and  straining

public infrastructure.

The  US  destruction  of  civilian  water

reservoirs in  Iran’s  Sirick  district  during

50°C heat  is  being  framed as  a  potential

war crime.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of Conventional Deterrence

A  central  theme  is  the  failure  of  superior

technological  military  force  to  achieve

political  ends.  The transcripts  highlight  that

despite the "world's best funded military," the

US was unable to impose its will on Iran. This

trend is further evidenced by the asymmetric

success  of  FPV  drones and  small-boat

tactics  in  challenging US naval supremacy 

forced to  flee  with  their  tails  between their

legs. The narrative suggests a permanent shift
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where high-cost platforms like destroyers and

F-35s  are  vulnerable  to  low-cost  attrition

warfare.

Economic Coercion as a Two-Edged Sword

Sanctions and military blockades, historically

used by the US to pressure adversaries, are

now  presented  as  having  backfired.  The

"total failure" of the US strategy is linked to

its own vulnerability to oil price shocks. The

network  argues  that  by  attempting  to  siege

Iran,  the  US  inadvertently  placed  a  death

sentence on its own empire due to the global

economy's sensitivity to the Strait of Hormuz,

forcing a strategic retreat under the guise of

the Islamabad MoU.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The Trump administration

is characterized as being in deep internal

conflict, with Vice President J.D. Vance and

Secretary of State Marco Rubio reportedly

heading  opposing  policy  factions.  The

network highlights  low approval  ratings

and alleged cognitive decline of President

Trump he can barely walk now as factors

limiting US strategic coherence.

Israel: Significant  divisions  are  emerging

between the Netanyahu cabinet and former

military officials like Moshe Ya'alon, who

accuses the PM of  sacrificing soldiers  for

political  survival.  Public  dissatisfaction  is

reportedly growing in northern settlements

due to the failure to eliminate threats from

Lebanon.

Iran: Despite  the  assassination  of  its  top

leadership, the broadcast portrays a highly

unified  society.  The  election  of  the

Supreme Leader’s son and the "presence of

people  in  the  streets"  are  used  to  claim

domestic  resilience that  western

intelligence failed to predict.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Regional  Re-alignment: The  war  has

reportedly  isolated  US  allies in  the

Persian  Gulf.  Countries  like  Oman  and

Qatar are  seen  as  moving  closer  to  the

Iranian  sphere,  with  Oman  resisting  US

pressure to  bypass  Iranian  control  of

maritime routes.

The  Decline  of  the  "Collective  West":

Germany  and  other  EU  nations  are

described  as  losing  international

credibility due to their support for Israel.

Germany’s loss of a temporary UN Security

Council  seat is  cited  as  a  specific

diplomatic consequence of this alignment.

Emergence of a Multipolar Order: The

network frames the current environment as

the  "end  of  imperial  dominance"  in  West

Asia,  with  China and Russia waiting  on

the sidelines to benefit from the strategic

reset triggered by the US-Iran conflict.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  landscape  is  defined  by  the

severe  repercussions  of  the  recent  naval

conflict. The global economy is reportedly on

the  brink  of  an  industrial  crisis due  to
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prohibitive  production  costs  driven  by  oil

volatility.

Iran-US Framework Value: The potential

economic package for Iran is estimated at

$1  trillion  dollars,  including  $100B  in

unfrozen  assets  and  $300B  in

reconstruction funds.

Strategic  Petroleum Reserves: The  US

SPR has reportedly fallen to a level where

only a couple of weeks worth of oil remains.

Commodity Impact: EU electricity and oil

prices remain stubbornly high despite the

cessation  of  active  war,  contributing  to

record  housing  costs  and  poverty  in  the

Eurozone.

Asset  Seizure  Narrative: Critics  argue

the  US  plan  to  provide  credits  for  US

agricultural products instead of cash is a

load  of  nonsense intended  to  create

dependency.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  conflict  has  facilitated  a  radical

restructuring  of  the  regional  leadership

hierarchy,  primarily  through  military  action

and succession.

The  son  of  Ayatollah  Khamenei:

Reportedly elected as the new leader of the

Islamic  Revolution  following  his  father's

assassination.  This  move  suggests  a

dynastic stabilization of the Iranian regime.

The "Second Worst Cabinet": A study by

political  scientist  Steve  Corbin  is  cited

characterizing the Trump administration

as one of the least qualified in history, with

high levels of improvisation.

Tony Blair: Emerges as a key figure in a

new board of peace attempting to manage

the  Gaza  reconstruction  plan,  though  its

funding is currently questioned.

Seyyed  Hassan  Nasrallah: While  not

explicitly  confirmed  as  deceased  in  every

segment, several reports refer to the loss of

the leader of the Islamic revolution in a way

that  implies  a  broader  loss  within  the

resistance command structure.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Press  TV’s  coverage  is  aggressively

nationalistic  and  focuses  on  a  "David  vs.

Goliath"  narrative  where  Iranian  strategic

skill defeated a  decaying US superpower.

The  Islamabad MoU is  the  dominant  "lead

story,"  framed  as  a  document  of  surrender.

Major airtime is given to ceasefire violations

and  the  suffering  of  Palestinian  and

Lebanese civilians to establish a moral high

ground. Conspicuous Omissions include any

detailed  reporting  on  Iranian  military  losses

beyond  leadership  figures,  the  specific

conditions  Iran  must  meet  regarding  its

nuclear  program,  and  any  domestic  Iranian

opposition to the new leader.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing establishes a binary world:

a  principled,  resilient  "Axis  of  Resistance"

against  a  "Mafia  state"  US  and  its  "Zionist

puppet."

COUNTRIES 

Iran: Framed as a strategic winner that

remained principled under pressure. "Iran

has established itself as key major regional

military  power"  standing  much  stronger

than before.
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United  States: Portrayed  as  a  failing

empire plagued  by  corruption  and

incompetence.  "The  US  war  machine

promised regime change and plunder, now

it  signs  a  surrender"  that  admits  total

failure.

Israel: Framed as an irrational actor and

a "terror state" that manipulates its patron.

"Israel  is  a  terror state and terrorist  that

terrorize" i'll testify my television televise.

Germany: Depicted  as  a  hypocritical

follower of  the  US  whose  "credibility  is

seriously  undermined"  inside  multilateral

institutions.

LEADERS 

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  desperate

and physically frail.  "He never expected

Iran's  military  response  to  be  so

overwhelming"  nor  did  he  imagine  Iran's

negotiating skill.

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Characterized  as

corrupt  and politically  cornered,  using

"massacres  in  Lebanon"  to  sabotage

negotiations.

J.D. Vance: Framed as a realist compared

to  the  hawks,  reportedly  stating  the  US

needs to turn a new leaf with Iran.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Hezbollah: Portrayed as  technologically

adept and undefeated. "Resistance fighters

detected  the  movement  and  lured  the

advancing forces into a carefully prepared

ambush" using elite drones.

Exxon/Chevron: Framed as harbingers of

doom for  the  Western  economic  model,

confirming  the  effectiveness  of  Iranian

blockades at the Bernsteen Conference.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  network  is

aggressively seeding the term "Islamabad

Surrender" to describe the MoU, aiming to

influence  Western  perception  of  Trump's

foreign  policy  as  a  surrender  that  admits

total failure.

False  Flag  Allegations: Iran  and  its

analysts  claim  the  US  uses  false  flags,

such  as  the  alleged  targeting  of  a

commercial  vessel,  to  justify  ceasefire

violations.

Psychological Operations: The release of

Lego  animations of  Iranian  military

victories  and  videos  of  Hezbollah  drone

strikes  is  highlighted as  a  tool  to  shatter

the  image  of  invincibility of  the  Israeli

military.

Censorship Claims: The network alleges

"military  censorship"  in  Israel  regarding

the  true  scale  of  losses  in  southern

Lebanon to recover armored equipment.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  Islamabad  MoU  is  highly  likely  to

collapse within  the  60-day  window.  Both

the  US  and  Israel  appear  to  be  testing

Iran’s "red lines" with strikes in Sirick and

Lebanon  to  force  it  to  abandon  its

positions.

Israel  may  face  a  civil  war  or  major

internal  uprising in  its  northern

settlements as mayors and residents refuse

to return while Hezbollah remains armed.

Iran  will  likely  formalize  its  maritime

taxation policy  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

creating  a  new permanent  leverage  point

over global energy supplies.
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The assassination of Iranian leadership will

not result in regime collapse; instead, it

has  created  a  "more  cohesive,  battle-

hardened  nation"  operating  from

undeniable strength.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased

friction  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz as  Iran

begins  enforcing  its  new management  rules

against  US-pressured  Omani  routing  Oman

unilaterally  designated route.  Civil  unrest  in

Lebanon  will  likely  intensify  as  factions

oppose the US-mediated deal rejected by the

majority of people.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

midterm elections will be dominated by the

"who  lost  the  war"  narrative,  potentially

leading to a complete US withdrawal from

Syria  and  Iraq as  the  cost  of  remaining

becomes  unsustainable  at  record  levels  of

corruption and grift.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  fundamental

restructuring of  West Asian security will

occur,  with  Iran  receiving  $1T  in  economic

injection,  effectively  changing  the  strategic

balance  for  a  generation.  The  US  Strategic

Petroleum Reserve  will  require  a  decade  to

rebuild, forcing a shift in US domestic energy

policy.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  geopolitical  state  presents  five

critical  risks  that  could  lead  to  global

catastrophe.

Regional War Re-ignition: The failure to

extend the ceasefire to the Lebanese front

could  pull  Iran  back  into  total  war.

Triggers: An  Israeli  strike  on  high-level

IRGC advisors in Beirut. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Total  closure  of  global  energy

lanes.  Mitigations: Formalizing  the

Geneva peace track to include all regional

parties.

Global Economic Collapse: Depletion of

SPRs and continued high oil  prices  could

lead to a permanent industrial shutdown in

Europe.  Triggers: Another  month  of

restricted  transit  in  Hormuz.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: 1930s-style  global

depression. Mitigations: US adherence to

the lifting of sanctions provisions.

Nuclear Proliferation Pivot: If  the MoU

is seen as a stall tactic, Iran may feel forced

to move toward a breakout. Triggers: US

failure to unfreeze the first $10B in assets.

Likelihood: Low.  Impact: Nuclear  arms

race  in  the  Middle  East.  Mitigations:

International  oversight  of  the

reconstruction fund.

Expansion  of  Conflict  to  the  Horn  of

Africa: Yemen’s  threats  regarding

Somaliland  could  open  a  new  maritime

front. Triggers: Confirmation of an Israeli

military  base  in  Berbera.  Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Disruption of the Suez

Canal  traffic.  Mitigations: UN-led

mediation  between  Somalia  and

Somaliland.
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US  Domestic  Fragmentation: The  rift

between the Presidency and Congress over

the  "surrender"  could  lead  to  a

constitutional  crisis.  Triggers:

Congressional  vote  to  block  the  asset

unfreezing.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Loss of US global treaty-making credibility.

Mitigations: Bipartisan  briefing  on  the

"exhausted military reserves" reality.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcast  fails  to  quantify  Iranian

civilian and military casualties from the

"all-out war" that led to the MoU, creating a

potentially  lopsided  view  of  national

resolve.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  verification

mechanism for  Iran's  enrichment

concessions,  which  is  historically  the

primary sticking point for US negotiators.

The  reported  "Israeli  base  in  Iraq"

discovered  by  a  shepherd lacks

independent  third-party  confirmation  and

may be a piece of psychological warfare.

The impact of the Venezuela earthquakes

(900  dead)  on  regional  security  and  oil

production is mentioned but not integrated

into the broader geopolitical analysis.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Stalling  Tactic"  Hypothesis: The

US signed the Islamabad MoU not because

of  defeat,  but  to  replenish  its  depleted

missile  stockpiles and  Strategic

Petroleum Reserve before a second,  more

intensive phase of the war. In this view, the

"retreat" is a tactical pause to lure Iran into

a false sense of security.

The "Managed Transition" Hypothesis:

The assassination of the Iranian leadership

was  a  joint  intelligence  operation

intended  to  install  a  more  "business-

oriented" son of the Leader who is willing

to  make  a  $1T  deal,  making  the  war  a

success  for  US corporate  interests  rather

than  a  failure  reshaping  regional  trade

flows.

Black  Swan  Event: The  European

heatwave triggers  a  total  power  grid

failure  in  Germany,  leading  to  mass  riots

that force a sudden EU withdrawal from

all Middle East sanctions, leaving the US

isolated in its policy toward Israel and Iran.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  the  permanent

Iranian  policing  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz;  Western  navies  must  develop

specific  countermeasures  for  fiber-optic

FPV drone threats to surface fleets.

Economic: Diversify energy supply chains

immediately to reduce dependence on the

Red  Sea  and  Strait  of  Hormuz,  as  non-

state  actors now  possess  regional  veto

power over trade.

Diplomatic: Shift  focus  to  regional

mediators like  Qatar  and  Pakistan,  as

direct  US-Iran  channels  are  compromised

by  internal  US  political  divisions

undermining each other.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Treat  "Strait  of  Hormuz

passage"  as  a  high-risk  variable with

potential  for  arbitrary  taxation  by  the

Iranian state; factor in $100B+ in potential

regional reconstruction contracts.

Regulatory Compliance: Monitor the "60-

day sanctions waver" for sudden reversals;

assets  transferred to  Iran are irreversible

successes for Tehran and could be subject

to secondary sanctions if the MoU fails.

Safety Standards: Industrial operations in

Europe  and  West  Asia  must  adapt  to

extreme climate events exceeding 45°C

as  the  new  operational  baseline  for

infrastructure resilience.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  current  legislative  environment  is

dominated  by  executive  actions  and

preliminary  international  treaties  resulting

from the war's conclusion.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Islamabad  Memorandum  of

Understanding: A  14-point  framework

to  end  US-Iran  hostilities  requiring

implementation within 60 days.

US  Treasury  60-Day  Sanctions

Waver: An executive order allowing the

production  and  sale  of  Iranian  oil

during the negotiation phase to prevent

economic catastrophe.

Lebanese-Israeli  Framework Deal: A

US-mediated  agreement  rejected  by

Hezbollah and  Lebanese

parliamentarians  as  "illegal  and

unconstitutional."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Bernsteen  Conference  (New  York):

Strategic  briefings  by  Exxon  and

Chevron executives  regarding  the

depletion of SPRs on May 28th, 2026.

European  Parliament  Disclosures:

Discussions  led  by  ECB  President

Christine  Lagarde regarding  the

Eurozone economic impact of the Iran

war  admitting  oil  prices  remain  30%

above pre-war levels.

KEY STORIES

The Islamabad MoU signing: A 14-point

agreement signed in Islamabad by US and

Iranian officials  to end combat operations

effective immediately.

Assassination  of  Ayatollah  Khamenei:

Report of the death of the Iranian Supreme

Leader  during  US/Israeli  "decapitation

strikes"  and  the  election  of  his  son as

successor.

Strait  of  Hormuz  Blockade  Failure:

Claims that the US Navy failed to reopen

the strait  and resorted to  oil  smuggling 

documented by Reuters on June 16, 2026.

Battle of Ali Taher Mountain: Hezbollah

ambush  of  an  elite  Israeli  special  forces

unit  in  southern  Lebanon,  resulting  in

multiple casualties evacuated by military

helicopters.

Record  European  Heatwave:

Temperatures hitting 41.3°C in Germany

and leading  to  infrastructure  failures  and

drownings  across  the  continent  breaking

1975 records.

Somaliland  Deployment: Reports  of  50

Israeli  soldiers of  African  descent

deployed to the Horn of Africa to establish

a foothold in the breakaway region.
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World  Cup  Seahawks  Stadium  Match:

Iran holds Egypt to a 1-1 draw in Seattle

despite reported VAR interference and US-

imposed handicaps on  the  Iranian team

likely advancing to the round of 32.

Venezuela  Earthquakes: Dual  deadly

quakes resulting in over 900 fatalities and

3400  injuries  straining  regional  rescue

resources.

Albania  Protests: "Flamingo  Revolution"

rallies in Tirana against a Jared Kushner-

linked resort project threatening a local

lagoon.

US Strike on Sirick Island: Accusations

that a US precision missile strike destroyed

civilian water reservoirs in  southern Iran,

leaving 20,000 without water.

Italian  Complicity  Scandal: Iranian

Foreign Ministry slamming Georgia Meloni

for  logistical  support  of  500  US  aircraft

from Italian bases during the war.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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