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ESCALATING US-IRAN HOSTILITIES
AND RECORD-BREAKING
EUROPEAN HEATWAVE
DESTABILIZE GLOBAL SECURITY
AND DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international landscape on June 28, 2026,
is defined by a dangerous convergence of
kinetic military escalation in the Middle East,
a catastrophic climate-driven heatwave across
Europe, and deep-seated institutional friction
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The United States
and Iran have entered a cycle of direct
confrontation, with U.S. strikes on Iranian
targets met by drone and missile attacks on
American bases in Kuwait and Bahrain. Iran's
declaration of 30-day control over the Strait
of Hormuz represents a severe threat to
global energy logistics, signaling a potential
shift from shadow warfare to open regional
conflict kontrolom Irana u narednih 30 dana.

Simultaneously, a historic heatwave is
shattering temperature records across the
European continent, reaching peaks of 41°C
in Germany and Prague. This extreme
weather has triggered lethal wildfires in

Trebinje and a public health crisis at the

Uborak landfill in Mostar, where residents are
trapped between toxic smog and unbearable
heat mperatur i¢i vrhunac. The
environmental stress is compounding existing
governance vulnerabilities in the Balkans, as
the region grapples with the transition of the
High Representative and a legal impasse over
digital = sovereignty @ through  electronic

signature infrastructure.

Domestic stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina
is further strained by rising social tensions,
highlighted by a surge in femicide and the
weaponization of hate speech as an electoral
tool. While national sports achievements in
the World Cup provide a brief distraction, the
underlying reality remains one of structural
decay, where 300,000
unemployed despite a reported "skills gap."
The day’s events suggest a global system
under immense strain, where climate volatility
and geopolitical aggression are increasingly
outstripping the capacity of traditional
governance institutions to respond effectively

300.000 nezaposlenih u BiH.

citizens remain

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Direct US-Iran Kinetic Escalation

* The U.S. military launched strikes against
10 targets in Iran following an attack on a
cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz, marking
a significant escalation in direct hostilities

napala 10 meta u Iranu.

* Iran responded with coordinated missile
and drone attacks on eight U.S. military
facilities in Kuwait and Bahrain, claiming
a '"large-scale operation" is underway

napadima na americke baze.
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* Tehran has officially asserted full control * Energy sovereignty concerns are rising

over the Strait of Hormuz for the next 30 regarding the Southern Gas
days, creating a potential blockade for Interconnect, with warnings that Russian
global oil transit Moreuz ostaje pod punom gas dependence may be replaced by private
kontrolom. monopolies rizik da energetska zavisnost.

Extreme European Heatwave and
Environmental Disasters

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Temperatures have reached historic highs Armed Conflict & Militarization

of 41°C in Germany and Switzerland, with
authorities issuing red alerts and reporting
heat-related fatalities, including children

e Israel has intensified its campaign against
Iran-backed militias in Syria, while
calling for the Iranian population to

rekor mperaturom viSom od 41. . .
overthrow the current regime campaign
have threatened multiple villages, . . .
o p g e The US-Iran conflict has transitioned into a
necessitating 24-hour firefighter s . . .
ey ) tit-for-tat" cycle of strikes on military
deployments to protect homes Veliki Sumski . ) .
N . infrastructure, moving beyond maritime
poZar u Popovom polju. . o .
skirmishes razmjenjuju od Cetvrtka.
* A major fire at the Uborak landfill in
Mostar has released toxic pollutants, Climate & Extreme Weather

leading to a state of emergency and

protests by local residents over air and * Public health warnings are at their highest

water contamination deponija gori uzasno level as the "extreme heatwave" continues,
je. with recommendations for citizens to
remain indoors izdato narandzasto
Crisis of Governance and Sovereignty in upozorenje.
BiH

* Venice is deploying smart control rooms
to track foot traffic and human heat as part
of its over-tourism management strategy

mart control room, a monitoring hub.

* Negotiations to succeed High
Representative Christian Schmidt have
stalled, with Italy's Antonio Zanardi

Landi emerging as a leading candidate Critical Infrastructure Security

despite resistance from other European

partners izbor novog visokog predstavnika. * The Mostar landfill fire highlights a total
* A legal dispute between IDDEEA and the failure in waste management

infrastructure, with the Uborak facility
reporting 100% destruction of its recycling

Agency for Personal Data Protection has
paralyzed the issuance of remote

electronic signatures, threatening digital hall Izgorila nam je reciklazna hala.

institutional transparency digitalnog * Proposed engineering solutions to Venice's

potpisivanja ~ oblasti  identifikacionih flooding involve injecting saline water to
kumenata. raise the city by 30cm, estimated at 100

million euros inject saline water.
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Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The Agency for Personal Data Protection's
challenge to e-signature models represents
a regulatory shock that could stall over
100 judicial institutions in BiH zakonitost
osporava agencija.

* New femicide cases in GracCanica have
exposed the failure of the legal system to
enforce protection orders, with 89
femicides recorded since 2013 dogodilo se
89 femicida.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Scarcity and Access

A recurring theme is the transformation of
essential resources and access into strategic
leverage. In Venice, the introduction of an
entry fee for day trippers and the
prioritization of resident-only B&Bs are
attempts to reclaim housing from "corporate
speculators" Fair B&B network can only be
rented out by residents. Similarly, in the
energy sector, the "Southern Gas
Interconnect" debate reflects a desperate
search for supply chain independence while
battling the "informal networks of influence"
that control gas flows
energetskim sektorom. In the Middle East,
Iran's control over the Strait of Hormuz is the
ultimate expression of geographic scarcity
weaponized to counter military pressure.

kontrol n

Digital
Surveillance

Sovereignty Vs. Privacy

There is a growing friction between the state's
drive for digital efficiency and individual
privacy. Venice’'s tracking of general cell
phone data to monitor "roaming market
share" represents a soft-form surveillance

accepted in the name of urban preservation
track some general cell phone data.
Conversely, in BiH, the suspension of e-
signatures by data protection authorities
demonstrates a legal system struggling to
balance administrative modernization with
constitutional protections, leading to "legal
uncertainty" for the economy and the state
ravn nesigurn n m

The Institutionalization of Hate Speech

Hate speech is no longer an outlier in BiH but
a "new normal" and a "tool of political
struggle" during election cycles alat politicke

borbe, posebno u odéi izbora. This trend is so
pronounced that UN and UNESCO have

launched initiatives to combat "toxic
narratives." The broadcast suggests that the
public has become desensitized, where
freedom of expression is misused as an excuse
for dehumanizing rhetoric, poisoning the
potential for constructive dialogue sloboda

. . 1a ied lika

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Bosnia and Herzegovina is experiencing a
period of significant institutional and societal
volatility. The political elite are currently
deadlocked over the succession of the High
Representative, reflecting deep partisan
polarization and a lack of domestic
consensus on the OHR's future mandate
stavovi dalje zakovani. This impasse is
compounded by the ‘"legal warfare"
surrounding digital infrastructure, which the
broadcast frames as a failure to "politically
mature" and take responsibility for sovereign
decisions  ni

odgovornost.

remni reuzm
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Social order is increasingly fragile, as
evidenced by the protests at the Uborak
landfill and Vrapcic¢i, where residents have
blocked waste transport, citing years of

government "negligence" rezultati njihove
SestogodiSnje vlasti nebrige. The state's

inability to manage basic infrastructure—from
landfills to energy pipelines—suggests a
hollowing out of state capacity. The high level
of youth unemployment (300,000) and the
ongoing "brain drain" are being framed by
leaders like Fred Swanika as a result of low-
scale training, though he suggests Al could be
a potential solution to redefine "developed
society" brain drain is only a problem when

you're training talent at low scale.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The global system is portrayed as a fracturing
multipolar arena where traditional rules are
increasingly ignored. The U.S. is adopting an
aggressive posture in the Middle East, with
President Trump threatening the elimination
of Iranian leadership if they violate temporary
peace agreements zaprijetio da ¢e eliminirati
Iransko vodstvo. Iran, in turn, is projecting
power by successfully targeting U.S. assets
and weaponizing its control over critical
maritime chokepoints, framing the West as
"unreliable and deceitful" n zdan i

nepra edan.

Europe is retreating into defensive posturing,
struggling to manage both internal climate
refugees and external energy threats. The
EU's "Growth Plan" for the Balkans remains
underutilized due to local political blockades,
illustrating the EU's limited strategic
maneuverability in its own backyard ne
koristi sredstva iz ovog programa. Meanwhile,
Africa is being positioned by tech leaders as a
rising hub for Al-driven development that

could "leapfrog" traditional Western
educational models, suggesting a shift in the
global center of gravity for tech talent
. . ] ] in Africa.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by extreme
volatility in energy sectors due to the Hormuz
blockade and regional kinetic conflict. While
global art sales reached $57.5 billion in
2024, the broader economic outlook is marred
by high unemployment in developing nations
and massive costs associated with climate
mitigation Global Art sales were an estimated
57.5 billion.

Key Economic Vectors

* Energy Costs: The threat of a 30-day
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz is pricing
in a significant risk premium for global oil
markets 30 dana.

Climate Mitigation Costs: Venice's flood
protection (MOSE) has cost $6 billion,
with additional land elevation projects
estimated at 100 million euros $6 billion
dollars and to... decades to do.

* Labor Market Stagnation: BiH reports
300,000 wunemployed while facing a
structural mismatch between education
and "modern market needs" 300.000
nezaposlenih u BiH.

* Infrastructure Destruction: The Uborak
landfill fire has caused "multi-million euro"
losses in machinery and facilities Vise
milionska izgorjele su masine.

* Tech Displacement: Al is being leveraged
to reduce education costs in Africa, with
software engineers trained for $200 a year
rain software engineers for $2 r.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The OHR succession and local administrative
failures are driving a period of high turnover
and political repositioning in the Balkans.

e Christian Schmidt: The outgoing High
Representative has signaled he was
"suggested to make room for someone
else," though the timing remains unclear as
he continues to operate under "visual flight
rules" sugerirano da napravim prostor za

nekog drugog.

* Antonio Zanardi Landi: Positioned as the
U.S.-backed favorite for the OHR role,
though he faces "tough negotiations" and
resistance from French and German

factions snaznu podrsku SAD-a.

* Mario Kordi¢: The Mayor of Mostar is
defending waste management strategies
amid landfill fires, claiming the process of
covering fires with soil is effective despite
public outcry gradonacelnik... Mario Kordi¢
objasnio.

e Zlatko Dali¢: The Croatia coach is being
framed as a symbol of "returning to old
foundations" following a 2:1 win over
Ghana in the World Cup vratili na svoje

rij vke.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast gives clear priority to the
Middle East conflict and the European
heatwave, presenting both as immediate,
existential threats to security and public
health. The US-Iran hostilities were treated
with high urgency, using words like "tit-for-
tat" and "elimination." The domestic coverage
of the Uborak fire was framing as a localized
disaster with national implications for
governance failure. However, the story of the

Southern Gas Interconnect and its long-
term strategic sovereignty was buried late in
the broadcast, minimized compared to the
visceral images of wildfires and missiles.
There was a conspicuous omission of the
broader global financial market reaction to
the Hormuz blockade, focusing instead on
political rhetoric and military claims.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as increasingly
polarized, with traditional diplomacy giving
way to aggressive unilateralism and "toxic
narratives" at the domestic level.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Framed as a principled
but aggressive actor, reacting defensively
to Iranian provocation but willing to use
disproportionate force. Quote: "US military
launched strikes against 10 targets...

following Trump's threat" napala 10 meta u
Iranu.

e Iran: Portrayed as calculated and
defiant, weaponizing strategic geography
to compensate for military inferiority.
Quote: "Strait of Hormuz remains under
full control... our response is based on their

actions" dosta faza pod kontrolom.

* Bosnia and Herzegovina: Framed as
fragile and immature, unable to resolve
internal disputes even as environmental
crises escalate. Quote: "politicians in
Sarajevo are not ready to politically grow

remni liticki

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as strong and
volatile, using social media to bypass
diplomatic channels and deliver direct

threats Trump zaprijetio.
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* Christian Schmidt: Framed as weak and
lame-duck, presiding over a contested
mandate and facing external pressure to

resign sugerirano da napravim prostor.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Fair B&B: Framed as a community-
focused insurgent against "corporate
speculators," seeking to preserve Venice's
social fabric reclaim some of the city's
housing.

* Airbnb: Portrayed as a talented but
irresponsible powerful entity that failed to
balance profit with community needs amas
an amazing power.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The current environment is characterized by
"narrative seeding" and the weaponization of
technology to manipulate social order. In BiH,
the "weaponization of hate speech" is a
primary tool for state and non-state actors to
secure electoral gains, creating a "poisoned
dialogue" that UN officials are now forced to
intervene in ofrovni narativi u javnom
prostoru. There is a clear delta between the
government's reassurance on the Uborak fire
and the ground truth reported by residents

who are "choking" on smog udusli nas sviju.

* Deepfake Proliferation: Al-generated
non-consensual content targeting
influencers demonstrates the use of
technology to violate personal security and
damage social credibility Al generated
nudes.

* Propaganda Cycles: Both the US and Iran
are using social media to project strength,
with Iran specifically targeting domestic
audiences to frame the US as a "promise-
breaker" dushman dushman.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Hormuz Energy Crisis: If Iran maintains
its 30-day blockade, global oil prices will
likely spike by 20-40%, forcing Western
military intervention to break the blockade,
potentially leading to a broader regional
war 30 dana.

Climate-Driven Civil Unrest: Continued
extreme heat in the Balkans will likely
trigger more "waste-management" riots, as
citizens blame infrastructure failure for life-
threatening environmental conditions

blokirali odvoz otpada.

* BiH Institutional Paralysis: The failure
to appoint a new OHR and the suspension
of digital signatures will lead to a
significant administrative backlog,
potentially delaying electoral processes and

donor funding stali svi procesi.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

e Further US missile strikes on Iranian
proxies in Syria and Iraq in retaliation for
the Kuwait/Bahrain attacks.

* A surge in heat-related deaths and wildfire
deployments across Southern Europe as
the heatwave peaks.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* Economic fallout from the e-signature
suspension will lead to a decrease in digital
foreign investment in BiH.

* Venice will likely increase its entry fee and
tourist restrictions as the "over-tourism"
tracking data shows unsustainable surges

ial 5 feot.
Long Term (1-5 Years):

* Venice may begin large-scale
implementation of ‘"saline injection"
projects to counter rising sea levels inject
saline water.

* BiH will face a severe energy security crisis
if the Southern Gas Interconnect is not
completed under public oversight,
potentially cementing Russian influence
through private monopolies privatnim
monopolima.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks center on the intersection
of maritime energy security and regional
wildfire management.

* Global Energy Transit Blockade: Iran's
30-day control of Hormuz could halt 20% of
global oil flows; Triggers: Failed US-Iran
diplomacy or further cargo ship attacks;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Catastrophic
economic contraction; Mitigations:
Escorted maritime convoys, release of
strategic oil reserves 30 dana.

* Balkan Environmental Toxicity Crisis:

The Uborak landfill fire could cause long-
term soil and water contamination;
Triggers: Continued heatwave and lack of
modern waste infrastructure; Likelihood:
Moderate; Impact: Permanent ecological
damage to Mostar; Mitigations: Immediate
international environmental aid and facility

modernization nij ri.

US-Iran Direct Kinetic War: Escalation
from base strikes to targeted leadership
strikes; Triggers: High U.S. casualties in
Kuwait/Bahrain; Likelihood: @ Moderate;
Impact: Global regional instability;
Mitigations:  Re-establishment of the
Hormuz de-escalation hotline napala 10
meta.

Collapse of BiH Digital Governance:
Permanent legal block on IDDEEA e-
signature models; Triggers: Failure of the
Agency for Personal Data Protection to find
a compromise; Likelihood: High; Impact:
Paralysis of the judiciary; Mitigations:
Legislative amendment to the Law on

Electronic Signatures zakonitost osporava
agencija.

European Heatwave Fatalities: Mass
casualty events in urban centers due to
heat exposure; Triggers: Sustained
temperatures above 40C in non-acclimated
regions; Likelihood: High; Impact:
Significant loss of elderly/vulnerable life;
Mitigations: National emergency cooling
center deployment temperature dostiéi
vrhunac.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to provide clear data on

U.S. casualties from the attacks in Kuwait
and Bahrain, focusing only on Iranian
claims of "large operations."
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e There is no mention of the specific
chemical pollutants released by the Uborak
landfill fire, only vague references to "toxic
smog."

* The broadcast ignores the potential for
Turkish or Russian mediation in the US-
Iran conflict, framing it as a strictly
bilateral escalation.

* Missing context on how other EU nations
(specifically Poland and Hungary) are
reacting to the heatwave and if they are
providing mutual aid to affected regions.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Managed Conflict Hypothesis

The US-Iran escalation, while violent, may be
a carefully orchestrated "signaling" game
intended to force a return to the negotiating
table before the 2026 elections. The Hormuz
blockade could be a bluff designed to test
Western resolve rather than a permanent
operational shift razmjenjuju od cCetvrtka. A
potential "Black Swan" event would be an
accidental strike on a commercial vessel from
a neutral nation (e.g., China), which could
force a rapid and unpredictable shift in global
alliances.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for immediate maritime
escort missions in the Strait of Hormuz to
secure energy transit.

* Economic: Accelerate the "Southern Gas
Interconnect" to reduce regional energy
blackmail potential strateski energetski
ciljevi.

* Diplomatic: Expedite the OHR succession
to prevent a total governance vacuum in
BiH during the heat crisis izbor novog

visokog predstavnika.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Reroute energy-dependent
logistics away from the Persian Gulf in the
1-4 week window.

* Regulatory Compliance: Audit all digital
contracts in BiH relying on remote e-
signatures due to the current legal

suspension zakonitost osporava agencija.
* Safety Standards: Implement mandatory

"heat-work" protocols for outdoor labor in
Southern Europe as the 40C threshold

becomes standard temperature dostici
vrhunac.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance
administrative

activity was dominated by

disputes over identity
management and digital sovereignty rather
than proactive law-making. Legislative bodies
are currently in a reactive mode due to the
heatwave and military threats.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Law on Electronic Signatures (BiH):
Discussion of Article 20 and the legal status
of remote signing models challenged by the
Agency for Personal Data Protection Clan

20 zakona o elektronskom potpisu.

* Southern Gas Interconnect Agreement:
Debate over the ratification of the
intergovernmental agreement with Croatia,
which has been stalled for two months jos

3 . .
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* OHR Successor Press Briefing: Christian
Schmidt addressed foreign media
regarding his departure and the OHR’s
future budget/staffing levels odgovarajuci

* Mostar Municipal Council: Emergency
hearing regarding the Uborak landfill fire

and public health recommendations
ied o Stal il ... 1
Mostara.

KEY STORIES

e US-Iran Military Conflict: U.S. forces
struck 10 Iranian targets; Iran retaliated
with strikes on 8 U.S. bases in Kuwait and
Bahrain. Iran declares 30-day control of

Hormuz  Strait napada raketama i
dronovima.

Historic European Heatwave:
Temperatures reach 41°C in Germany and
Switzerland. Deaths reported in France and
children found dead in cars. 18 Italian
cities on red alert rekordi Sirom Evrope.

* Mostar Landfill Disaster: Fire at Uborak
landfill destroys recycling facility; residents
protest toxic air and water contamination

1 i . lasna hala.

* BiH OHR
Negotiations for a new High Representative
reach a deadlock; Schmidt signaled to step
down izbor novog visokog predstavnika.

* E-Signature Legal Dispute: Agency for
Personal Data  Protection  suspends
IDDEEA's remote digital signature model,

Succession Crisis:

impacting 100  judicial institutions

* Trebinje Wildfires: Popovo Polje fire
continues for 24 hours, threatening Poljice

and Sedlari villages vatrogasci uspjeli

odbraniti objekte.

* Venice Tourism Controls:
Implementation of 5 euro entry fee and
smart room tracking to combat over-

tourism smart control room.

* World Cup News: Croatia defeats Ghana
2:1; BiH prepares for match against USA in
Santa Clara savladala Ganu u Filadelfi.

* Femicide in BiH: New case in Gracanica
highlights failure to protect victims of
domestic violence Novi slucaj femicida u
Gracanici.

* African AI Tech Hub: Fred Swanika
discusses leveraging Al to train millions of

Africans at low cost innovation that was
rn in Africa.

* Science Report on Dyscalculia:
Neuroscientists in Leipzig use FMRI to
study brain representation of quantity
iscalculi

jectively m rable.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
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themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.

nnouncing-our-
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