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CRUMBLING US-LED DIPLOMATIC

ORDER AMIDST DIRECT MILITARY

ESCALATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF

AND LEVANT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international security landscape on June

28, 2026, is defined by the systemic collapse

of  United  States-brokered  diplomatic

frameworks and an accelerating shift toward

direct  military  confrontation.  In  the  Persian

Gulf, a fragile ceasefire between Washington

and Tehran has effectively dissolved following

reciprocal  strikes on  high-value  military

assets  in  Kuwait  and  Bahrain.  Tehran’s

assertion  of  "intelligent  command"  over  the

Strait  of  Hormuz—coupled with its  intent  to

enforce  an  "authorized  route"  for  maritime

traffic—threatens a global energy depression

that  analysts  suggest  is  aimed  at  forcing

regime  change  in  Washington  through

economic exhaustion.

Simultaneously, the Levant is on the precipice

of  civil  war  as  a  trilateral  framework

agreement signed in Washington between the

US, Israel, and the Lebanese government has

triggered mass violent protests in Beirut. The

deal,  characterized  by  critics  as  an  "act  of

capitulation,"  demands  the  disarmament  of

Hezbollah and the recognition of Israel while

allowing IDF forces to remain in a "security

zone." This internal destabilization of Lebanon

is mirrored in Iraq, where a sudden political

purge of  top  officials  near  the  US  embassy

signals  a  chaotic  struggle  for  domestic

sovereignty against external influence.

In the Eastern European theater, the Russian

Federation is leveraging its industrial capacity

to  transition  into  a  war  of  attrition that

Western  observers  increasingly  view  as

unsustainable  for  Ukraine.  Moscow  has

successfully  occupied  97%  of  the  strategic

hub  of  Konstantinovka  and  is  establishing

permanent "buffer zones" in the Sumi region

to  prevent  border  incursions.  This  military

consolidation is being framed as a failure of

Western  "strategic  defeat"  narratives,  as

Moscow  positions  itself  as  the  primary

benefactor  of  a  new,  multipolar  security

architecture centered around the BRICS bloc.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Collapse  of  the  US-Iran  Maritime

Ceasefire

Iran  launched  retaliatory  strikes against

the Ali al-Salem base in Kuwait and the US

Navy’s fifth fleet in Bahrain's Port Salman.

The  US  Central  Command  confirmed

strikes  on  10  Iranian  military  targets,

including coastal radar and drone storage

facilities.

Tehran  is  enforcing  a  strict  "authorized

route" in the Strait of Hormuz, claiming the

right to coordinate all maritime traffic.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_213000_Moscow_Mules
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_210000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_070000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_110000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_220000_News


Lebanese  Civil  Unrest  and  Diplomatic

Rejection

Violent protests erupted in Beirut after the

government  signed a  deal  for  Hezbollah's

disarmament and recognition of Israel.

Hezbollah’s parliamentary bloc denounced

the  agreement  as  a  "surrender  of

sovereignty" and a betrayal of the "blood of

the martyrs."

Internal  divisions  within  the  Lebanese

military  and  government  raise  the

immediate  risk  of  a  renewed  civil  war

similar to the 1983-84 conflict.

Russian  Strategic  Consolidation  in

Donetsk and Sumi

Russian forces have secured a foothold in

Konstantinovka,  which  is  reported  to  be

larger  and  more  strategically  significant

than Bakhmut.

Moscow has declared the permanent loss of

territories in the Sumi region, designating

them as security buffer zones.

Putin  reiterated  that  Western  calls  for

negotiations are a tactic to allow Ukraine to

replenish and rearm its forces.

Humanitarian  Crisis  and  Sanctions

Debate in Venezuela

The  death  toll  from a  devastating  double

earthquake has reached 1,400 people, with

tens of thousands still missing.

Colombian President  Gustavo Petro called

for the immediate lifting of US sanctions to

facilitate recovery efforts.

Search  and  rescue  operations  are

hampered  by  a  72-hour  survival  limit

without  water  access for  those  trapped

under rubble.

Political  Purge  and  Paramilitary

Disarmament in Iraq

At least 15 to 30 top officials were arrested

on corruption charges in Baghdad’s Green

Zone.

Counter-terrorism units stormed the Sigma

complex, which is the residential compound

adjacent to the US Embassy.

Prime  Minister  al-Zydi  is  pushing  for  the

total  dismantling  of  militias following  the

assassination of an Iranian supreme leader.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  US  is  pivoting  toward  a  wartime

footing,  requesting  a  record  $1.5  trillion

defense budget and commissioning Detroit

automakers to build missiles.

Drone  warfare  has  become  the  primary

combat vector, replacing expensive missile

interceptors  as  the  most  efficient  form of

modern warfare.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

The  UK  government  is  facing  a  crisis  of

mandate  with  Prime  Minister  Starmer’s

approval  rating  hitting  a  historic  low  of

16%.

Albania is experiencing a "full-blown" anti-

government  movement  with  protesters

demanding  the  "red  storm" and  the

resignation of PM Edi Rama.

Energy & Critical Minerals

Economic warfare in the DRC is driven by

mineral wealth, with millions of dollars in

gold  and  coltan  being  smuggled  to  fund

M23 militants.
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Germany’s  industrial  base  is  reportedly

pulling  apart  at  the  seams due  to  the

energy crisis caused by the destruction of

the Nord Stream pipelines.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

BRICS  is  expanding  its  geographic  and

military footprint, with the UAE purchasing

Indian BrahMos supersonic missiles.

India is signaling a strategic shift, choosing

to wait out the current US administration

while  maintaining  deep  ties  with  Russia

and Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Obsolescence of Unipolar Diplomacy

A  central  theme  across  all  theaters  is  the

failure  of  the  "Washington-brokered  deal."

From  the  M23  conflict  in  the  DRC  to  the

ceasefire in the Persian Gulf and the Lebanese

framework,  international  actors  are

increasingly  treating  US-drafted  agreements

as  "paper-only" truths  that  do  not  reflect

ground realities. The perception that the US

prioritizes "photo ops" over actual security is

driving  regional  powers  toward  autonomous

alliances. This is most evident in the Persian

Gulf,  where  GCC  countries  are  negotiating

directly  with  Tehran,  bypassing  the  US  and

refusing to host American military launches.

The  Democratization  of  Lethal

Technology

The  transcripts  reveal  a  technological

"leveling of the playing field" where mid-sized

powers and even non-state actors use low-cost

drones  to  neutralize  high-cost  superpowers.

The F-35 is described as a "turkey" that can

be downed by long-wave radar, while $8,000

drones  are  depleting stocks  of  million-dollar

US interceptors. This disparity is leading to a

systemic  decay of  the US defense industrial

base,  forcing  a  desperate  attempt  to  re-

militarize  civilian  manufacturing  hubs  like

Detroit.

The  Weaponization  of  History  and

Identity

Information warfare is increasingly relying on

historical  revisionism and identity politics to

delegitimize  rivals.  RT’s  framing  of  the

current US administration as a "Vandal" tribe

of  "barbarians" from  Germania  and  the

comparison of Washington to the final days of

Rome  indicates  a  psychological  operation

intended to  demoralize  Western populations.

Conversely, Russia is promoting internal unity

through  the  "solidarity  of  its  people,"

positioning itself as the guardian of traditional

values  against  a  "deceitful"  and

"untrustworthy" West.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  United  Kingdom:  Crisis  of  Policing

and Mandate

The UK is portrayed as a nation in a state of

terminal decline. The government is accused

of  "two-tier"  policing,  where  political

protesters  are  crushed while  brazen  ATM

thefts  go  unpunished.  The  low  approval

ratings for Keir Starmer suggest a leadership

that has lost the consent of the governed, with

rumors  of  his  impending  resignation and  a

challenge from rival Andy Burnham.

Iraq:  Sovereign  Reassertion  vs.  Iranian

Influence

The mass arrests in the Green Zone represent

a  volatile  internal  struggle.  While  the

government claims to be fighting corruption,
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the targets are often those with links to Iran.

The  violent  clashes  at  the  US  embassy

indicate  a  high-pressure  environment  where

the  Iraqi  state  is  struggling  to  balance  the

presence  of  American  troops against  a

populist pro-Iran movement.

Russia: Industrial Mobilization

Internally,  Russia  appears  stable  and  fully

committed  to  its  military  goals.  Putin’s

messaging focuses on ramping up production

of air defense systems and fuel supplies. The

government  is  managing potential  shortages

by  considering  a  complete  ban  on  diesel

exports to ensure the domestic harvest is not

compromised.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

BRICS as an Alternative Order

The  BRICS  security  meeting  in  Delhi  is

framed  as  the  most  important  international

gathering since the G20. The bloc is moving

beyond trade into joint military development

and local currency settlements to bypass the

US  dollar.  India’s  posture  is  particularly

telling;  it  is  internalizing  its  disputes with

Washington  in  private  while  publicly

deepening its  "exceptional" relationship with

Russia.

The End of Unchallenged US Dominance

The  "era  of  unchallenged  dominance"  is

declared over.  Analysts  suggest  that  the  US

no  longer  possesses  the  "compellence" to

make other nations behave in its interest. The

failure to secure sea lanes in the Gulf—despite

a  multi-trillion  dollar  navy—is  presented  as

proof  of  the  US  becoming  a  "strategic

liability" to its allies.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic environment is entering

a  period  of  extreme  volatility  driven  by

maritime  blockades  and  the  depletion  of

strategic reserves.  The weaponization of  the

Strait  of  Hormuz  by  Iran  is  the  primary

economic vector of the day.

Energy Shortages: Iran warns of a global

economic  depression if  US  aggression

continues, noting that Persian Gulf exports

have not been normalized.

Sanctions Impact: Ongoing US sanctions

against Venezuela and Iran are blamed for

hindering  humanitarian  aid  and  causing

energy price spikes in India.

Defense Spending: The US is  seeking a

$1.5  trillion  budget to  replenish

ammunition  stocks,  signaling  massive

capital  allocation  toward  the  defense

industrial complex.

Currency  Shifts: BRICS  countries  are

accelerating  local  currency  settlements

(rupees and dirhams) to shield themselves

from US secondary sanctions.

Russian  Fuel  Policy: A  potential  diesel

export  ban in  Russia  to  protect  the

agricultural  sector  could  further  tighten

global fuel markets.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Multiple  high-level  leadership  shifts  indicate

systemic  instability  in  both  Western  and

Middle Eastern governments.

Keir  Starmer  (UK): Facing  historic

unpopularity and rumors of resignation as

the Conservative party prepares for a new

leader  to  "steer  the  country  to  its  next

destination."
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Iraqi Ministerial Bloc: At least 15 to 30

lawmakers and ministers were arrested in a

massive  corruption  and  security  purge  in

Baghdad.

Alexander Vutic (Serbia): Announced his

intent to resign within weeks and call  for

early  presidential  and  parliamentary

elections.

Donald  Trump  Jr.: Reported  to  have

joined  the  board  of  a  drone-related  firm

seeking  to  expand  into  the  Pentagon's

"drone dominance" program.

Edi  Rama (Albania): Under  pressure  to

resign  as  protesters  label  him  the

"godfather" of a corrupt government.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

RT’s editorial  strategy focuses on portraying

the  United  States  as  an  erratic,  failing

hegemon  while  highlighting  Russian  and

Iranian "strength and sovereignty."  The lead

story consistently centers on the violation of

ceasefires  by  the  US  and  Israel,  framing

their  military  actions  as  illegitimate  and

desperate.  Humanitarian  coverage  of  the

Venezuelan  earthquake  serves  as  a

geopolitical  lever to  demand  the  lifting  of

US sanctions. Critical domestic issues in the

UK  and  Germany  are  highlighted  to

demonstrate  Western  institutional  decay.

Conversely, stories about the Russian military

are  triumphalist,  focusing  on  technical

innovation and territorial gains. Conspicuous

omissions  include  detailed  reporting  on

Iranian  domestic  opposition,  specific  Israeli

security  concerns  in  the  Lebanon  deal,  and

any criticism of the Russian government's own

economic  constraints  during  its  industrial

mobilization.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day’s  coverage  uses  specific

characterizations  to  define  the  new  global

hierarchy, focusing on the dichotomy between

"deceitful"  Western  actors  and  "sovereign"

regional powers.

COUNTRIES 

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  principled,  strong

defender  of  its  waters.  "America's  blind

shots at Siric will not unravel the mystery

of our mastery over the straight."

United  States: Framed  as  a  chaotic,

untrustworthy regime. "This enemy, the US

breaks its  covenants...  it  is  both deceitful

and untrustworthy."

Russia: Portrayed  as  a  competent,

technologically  superior  power  that  "will

not  retreat  in  the  face  of  unprecedented

West pressure."

Israel: Framed  as  a  weak,  expansionist

entity that relies on US "overseers." They

are  seen  as  "struggling" with  drone

technology and security.

United  Kingdom: Framed  as  a  chaotic,

lawless  state  where  criminals  drive

agricultural  vehicles  to  steal  ATMs with

impunity.

LEADERS 

Vladimir Putin: Characterized as a wise,

steady  strategist.  "Putin  Doubts  that...

Trump is an experienced politician unlikely

to be swayed by European interests."

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

transactional  leader  who  will  "ruin

American national  security" for  cheap oil,

but also as a "builder in chief."

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_063000_New_Order
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_193000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_143000_New_Order
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_143000_New_Order
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_110000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_023000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_023000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_100000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_003000_Documentary
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260628_003000_Documentary


Volodymyr Zelensky: Highly villainized as

a "professional fake" and a "dictator" who

refuses to hold elections.

Keir Starmer: Framed as "Two-Tier Keir,"

a "two-faced" leader who has lost complete

control of the streets.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS 

Hezbollah: Framed  as  a  legitimate

resistance  movement.  They  will  not

abandon their role as long as an "inch of

territory" remains  outside  Lebanese

sovereignty.

M23: Portrayed  as  an  advanced  militant

force that is pushing deep into new areas

while the UN remains ineffective.

Lockheed  Martin: Framed  as  a  profit-

driven  entity  charging  "extraordinary

rates" for  "turkey"  weapons  systems  like

the F-35.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  information  environment  is  currently

dominated  by  narrative  seeding regarding

the  failure  of  Western  airpower  and  the

inevitability  of  a  multipolar  world.  RT  is

actively weaponizing drone footage from the

Iranian  armed  forces and  Russian  units  in

Donetsk to demoralize Western audiences and

promote  the  idea  that  traditional  defense

systems  are  obsolete.  The  network  is  also

using "man-on-the-street" interviews in Beirut

to paint the Washington Framework as an "act

of  capitulation" before  the  public  has  even

read the full document. This suggests a pre-

emptive strike on the diplomatic credibility of

the  deal.  Furthermore,  the  framing  of

Zelensky  as  "stoned  out  of  his  head" is  a

blatant  psychological  operation  aimed  at

delegitizing  the  Ukrainian  leadership  as

erratic and incapable of command.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Escalation to Full Regional War: If  the

US continues  to  push  commercial  vessels

through  Iranian-claimed  "authorized

routes"  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz without

coordination, a direct military engagement

with the IRGC Navy is likely, leading to a

catastrophic closure of the waterway.

The Collapse of the Lebanese State: The

framework  agreement  is  more  likely  to

trigger a civil war than peace. Protests in

Beirut are a precursor to a potential split in

the  Lebanese  army  between  government

loyalists and Hezbollah-aligned units.

Ukraine's  Defensive  Breakdown: With

the loss of Konstantinovka and the creation

of  Russian  buffer  zones  in  the  north,

Ukraine  may  be  forced  into  a  negotiated

surrender within the next six months as its

manpower and air defense munitions reach

total depletion.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  sharp

spike  in  global  oil  prices  as  insurance

companies  re-evaluate  the  risk  of  transiting

the Persian Gulf. In the UK, widespread civil

unrest could lead to an emergency change in

leadership or the deployment of heavy-handed

policing tactics.  In  Venezuela,  the  72-hour

survival  window  for  earthquake  victims  will

close,  leading  to  a  massive  increase  in  the

confirmed death toll.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  US will

likely  formalize  its  transition  to  a  wartime

industrial  footing,  with  Detroit-based  car
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manufacturers  beginning  large-scale  missile

production. The BRICS summit in September

will  likely  introduce  a  new  multilateral

security  platform as  an  alternative  to  the

failing US-led order.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

restructuring  of  the  Middle  East  security

architecture  is  possible,  with  GCC countries

and Iran forming a regional security alliance

that excludes the US. Ukraine may be reduced

to a rump state, with its eastern and northern

territories  permanently  absorbed  into

Russian-controlled buffer zones.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current global environment presents five

critical flashpoints that could lead to systemic

collapse.

Total Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz:

Triggered  by  continued  US  "unrestricted

navigation"  maneuvers  through  Iranian

"authorized"  waters;  Likelihood:  High;

Impact:  Catastrophic (global  economic

depression);  Mitigation:  Direct  US-Iran

technical talks on maritime coordination as

outlined in the MOU fifth point.

Lebanese  Civil  War  2.0: Triggered  by

government  attempts  to  forcefully  disarm

Hezbollah under  the  Washington

Framework;  Likelihood:  Moderate;

Impact:  Severe (regional  destabilization);

Mitigation:  Immediate  suspension  of  the

framework and renegotiation with internal

Lebanese factions.

Depletion  of  US  Strategic  Munitions:

Triggered by a simultaneous escalation in

the  Middle  East  and  Ukraine;  Likelihood:

High;  Impact:  Severe (loss  of  US  power

projection);  Mitigation:  Rapid  industrial

retooling  of  civilian  manufacturing  as

proposed for Detroit.

Ebola  Outbreak  Escalation  in  DRC:

Triggered by medical teams being blocked

from  reaching  M23-controlled  areas;

Likelihood:  Moderate;  Impact:  High

(regional  health  crisis);  Mitigation:

Humanitarian corridors negotiated directly

with  rebel  groups  bypassing  the  failing

state infrastructure.

Internal  UK  Governance  Collapse:

Triggered by a loss of control over criminal

activities and  law  enforcement  mandate;

Likelihood:  Moderate;  Impact:  High

(domestic  instability  in  a  NATO  power);

Mitigation:  Significant  reform  of  the

policing  mandate  and  restoration  of

government approval ratings.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  do  not  verify  the  claimed

death tolls in regions like Selidovo or the

Kursk  oblast,  relying  solely  on  Russian

military reports.

There  is  a  lack  of  information  on  the

disposition  of  the  Lebanese  Army and

whether they have the physical capacity to

fulfill  the  disarmament  clauses  of  the

framework.

The  economic  data  regarding  the  "

handmade"  nature of  US  cruise  missiles

lacks corporate verification and may be a

narrative exaggeration by the source.

The  reports  omit  any  mention  of  internal

Iranian  protests beyond  characterizations

as "Western-backed murders on the street."

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Stalling Strike" Hypothesis
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• 

• 
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Contrary to the narrative that Iran is asserting

sovereignty,  its  aggressive  posture  in  the

Strait of Hormuz may actually be a desperate

cover for a rapidly depleting oil supply. If Iran

is losing its primary economic leverage, these

strikes  are  not  a  show  of  strength  but  a

stalling  technique to  buy  time  for  the

negotiation  of  sanctions  relief  before  an

internal economic collapse occurs.

The "Managed Chaos" in Iraq

The purge of Iraqi officials may not be a strike

against  corruption  but  a  calculated  US-

backed  coup to  remove  Iranian  influence

from the Green Zone. By arresting lawmakers

with links to Tehran under the guise of legal

reform, the US may be attempting to secure a

pro-Washington leadership in Baghdad to act

as a buffer against Iran.

Black  Swan:  The  Russo-Turkish  "New

Order" Conflict

While the transcripts show Russia and Turkey

(via  BRICS)  as  emerging  partners,  a  Black

Swan  event could  occur  if  Turkey’s  "New

Ottoman"  vision  clashes  with  Russia’s  "New

Russia"  buffer  zones  in  the  Black  Sea.  A

sudden  clash  between  these  two  powerful

non-Western  militaries  would  dissolve  the

multipolar  front and  create  a  vacuum  that

neither Washington nor Moscow could fill.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 

Security: Transition  defense  planning  to

account  for  the  economic  efficiency  of

drone  warfare;  traditional  carrier  groups

are now strategic vulnerabilities.

Economic: Pre-emptively  establish  non-

US-led  maritime  traffic  protocols for  the

Strait of Hormuz to prevent global supply

chain paralysis.

Diplomatic: Recognize  the  mediator  role

of  Pakistan in  US-Iran  relations,  as

traditional  Western  channels  have  lost  all

credibility.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain: Diversify  critical  mineral

sourcing  away  from  conflict  zones  in  the

DRC;  expect  prolonged  disruptions  in

coltan and gold supplies.

Regulatory  Compliance: Prepare  for  a

bifurcated  global  trade  system  where

BRICS-based  transactions become  the

standard for energy and commodities.

Safety  Standards: Multinational  firms

operating  in  Baghdad  and  Beirut should

implement  immediate  emergency

evacuation protocols due to high civil war

risk.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legal  and  policy  focus  is  on  the

failure  of  the  Washington-led  ceasefire

architectures and the rise of bilateral MOUs

that  exclude  the  US.  These  policies  aim  to

redefine  regional  sovereignty  through

maritime control and local security pacts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

The  Islamarbed/Islamabad  MOU: A

proposed  agreement  where  Iran  manages

Strait  of  Hormuz  traffic;  currently  being

violated by both sides.
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The Washington Framework (Lebanon):

Demands  Hezbollah  disarmament;  largely

rejected  by  the  Lebanese  public  and

militant leadership.

June  2025  Peace  Agreement  (DRC):

Aimed  at  drone  strike  regulation  in  the

Congo;  currently  shattered by  M23

advances.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

BRICS  Energy  Ministers  Meeting

(Gurugram): Focus on securing non-dollar

energy trade and infrastructure protection.

Putin’s  United  Russia  Convention

Address: Reiterated Russia’s resistance to

illegal sanctions and its military objectives

in Donetsk.

US Pentagon Defense Budget Request:

A  hearing  for  a  $1.5  trillion  budget to

rebuild  the  nation’s  depleted  missile

arsenals.

KEY STORIES

Persian  Gulf  Strike  Exchange: Iran

attacks US bases in Kuwait and Bahrain in

response to US bombing of Iranian coastal

posts; both sides claim ceasefire violations.

Beirut Uprising: Massive protests against

the "Washington Framework" that requires

Lebanon  to  recognize  Israel  and  disarm

Hezbollah.

Konstantinovka Fall: Russian forces take

97%  control of  a  major  Donetsk  military

hub, signaling a significant breakthrough.

Venezuelan  Twin  Earthquake: 1,400

dead  and  30,000  injured following  a

devastating  seismic  event;  Colombia

rescues 11-year-old survivor Moises.

Baghdad  Purge: Iraqi  counter-terrorism

forces arrest 30 officials in the Green Zone

residential complex Sikhma.

M23  Offensive: Congolese  army  battles

Rwanda-backed  militants  in  South  Kivu

amidst a dangerous Ebola outbreak.

Detroit  Re-militarization: The  US

government  attempts  to  convert

automakers into  missile  manufacturers  to

replenish depleted weapon stocks.

UK  Political  Collapse: Prime  Minister

Starmer faces 16% approval as lawlessness

and "two-tier" policing narratives dominate

the public sphere.

BRICS  Security  Consolidation: Indian

NSA Ajit  Doval chairs meetings to form a

new security  architecture with  China  and

Russia.

Albanian "Red Storm": Protests reach the

one-month  mark as  citizens  demand  the

resignation  of  PM  Edi  Rama  over

corruption allegations.

Faiz  Ahmad  Faiz  Biography:

Documentary on the Pakistani poet’s legacy

and his Lenin Peace Prize win in Moscow.

Russian  Automobile  Museum: Feature

on the special  purpose garage in Moscow

housing historic state armored vehicles.

Sudan  Mahdist  Revolt  History:

Educational  segment  on  the  1880s

resistance against British colonialism in the

Nile Valley.

Mozambique  Liberation  Front: History

of  Frelimo's  struggle against  Portuguese

colonial rule.

German  Nuclear  Debate: Alice  Weidel

(AFD)  challenges  the  dismantling  of

nuclear power during an industrial energy

crisis.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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