TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

TELECONGO

JUNE 28, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE REPUBLIC OF CONGO: THE ‘ACCELERATION’ INITIATIVE
& GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT (2026-2028)

ECONOMIC DEPENDENCY:

(" DEEPENING MILITARY TIES:
THE RUSSIAN ALIGNMENT THE CHINESE PARTNERSHIP

TWO-YEAR
STRATEGIC PIVOT:
INFRASTRUCTURE &
ENERGY OVERHAUL
Industnal Footprint & Job Creation.

Security Backbone & Prestige. -

High-level decorations (Order of Massive recruitment salons
Friendship) underscore partnership. for Mandarin speakers.
Jocus on internal order and border security. Infrastructure and logistics investments.

WATER CRISIS.
Addressing 50% potable water deficit.
Rehabilitation of Brazzaville & Pointe-Noire networks.

ENERGY PARADOX:
27,000 MW Potential vs.
700 MW Qutput.

KEY INVESTMENT:
Dangote Potash Mine ($3 Billion) —
Cornerstone for future industrial growth.

SOLUTION: Rapid transition to : b

Solar & Gas (3000 MW Short-term  GRID STABILIZATION: FISCAL DIGITALIZATION:
target) via ‘Social Liberalism’  Universal prepaid smart meters Pé\ﬂ”MangSX s plan for 5,000
& Private Investment. to enforce ‘self-discipline’. illion CFA revenue target.

PERSISTENT BLACKOUTS FOOD SECURITY CRISIS INFRASTRUCTURE FAILURES
& URBAN INSECURITY (MOSAKA) & SIBITI TRAGEDY
i i Fatal road accident highlights persistent

Mysterious depletion of fish stocks forces

3-day/week outages fuel public anger.
reliance on expensive ‘congelés' imports. transportation risks during national exams.

W Failure of public lighting linked to crime. y

OPPORTUNITIES

Urban Unrest, Debt, /4 Industrialization, Stability,
Project Delays /4 q Tech Sovereignty

| Success depends on rapid infrastructure delivery to mitigate social unrest. Failure could lead to repressive controls.
Short-term: PR blitz & digital tax push. Long-term: Potash success determines economic shift.
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THE REPUBLIC OF CONGO
INITIATES A MASSIVE 2-YEAR
INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENERGY
OVERHAUL WHILE DEEPENING
MILITARY TIES WITH RUSSIA AND
ECONOMIC DEPENDENCY ON
CHINESE INVESTMENT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Broadcasts from June 28, 2026, reveal a
government intensely focused on
"Accélération"—a  strategic initiative to
modernize the Republic of Congo's failing
infrastructure and energy sectors within a
tight two-year window. Minister of Energy and
Hydraulics, @ Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua,
detailed a roadmap to address the stark
disparity between the nation's 27,000 MW
hydroelectric potential and its current meager
700 MW output. This plan hinges on
privatizing production, rehabilitating colonial-
era water networks, and deploying smart
meters to stabilize a grid currently plagued by
chronic outages. The administration is
framing this as a transition to "social
liberalism," where the state facilitates private
investment to solve long-standing service
delivery failures that have hampered

industrial stoked

frustration.

growth and public

Simultaneously, the nation celebrated the
65th anniversary of its Armed Forces, an
event used to project regional stability and
highlight strengthening defense cooperation
with Russia. High-level decorations awarded
to Congolese commanders by Russian officials
underscore a deepening security partnership,
even as the government maintains diverse
economic ties, most notably with China
through massive job fairs and University
partnerships. Domestically, the news was
marred by the tragic death of several students
in a road accident during national exams in
Sibiti, highlighting the persistent risks within
the country's transportation infrastructure.
Additionally, a growing food security crisis is
emerging in the fishing sectors of Mosaka and
Ifondo, where local populations are
increasingly reliant on expensive frozen
imports due to a mysterious and rapid
depletion of river fish stocks.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Two-Year
Roadmap

"Accélération" Energy

* Minister Itoua announced a plan to reach
3,000 MW in the short term and 5,000 MW
by 2030 to fuel industrialization, citing a
need for 2,500 MW of new energy
immediately.

* The government plans to transition all

consumers to prepaid smart meters to

improve recovery rates and force "self-
discipline" in consumption.

* Rehabilitation of the Brazzaville and Pointe-
Noire water networks is prioritized to
address a 50% deficit in potable water
supply.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260628_093000

» Strategic focus is shifting toward solar KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
power and gas turbines for the Pointe-

Noire industrial zone as faster 2-to-3-year Energy & Critical Minerals
solutions compared to long-term
hydroelectric dams. * The government is moving to end the state
monopoly on electricity, favoring
Military Modernization and Russian in nden wer pr rs (IPP
Alignment bypass state financing constraints.

* Mining activity in Niari is being formalised

through community-signed contracts for

gold extraction at Malimba and

* During the 65th Anniversary of the Armed
Forces, General Serge Oboa and other
commanders were decorated by Russian

B ia.
officials with the "Order of Friendship." erungunia
* The Ministry of Defense emphasized a Food & Water Security
transition to a more "endurin n
operational" force to maintain internal * A significant fish shortage in Mosaka has
social order and border security. driven local populations toward foreign

frozen imports, which are blamed for

* Cooperation with France continues through . ) . . .
increasing health issues in the community.

the Milit Engineerin chool (EGT),

training officers from 14 African nations. * Brazzaville’s water demand stands at
19,000 m3/h, while production is stalled at
Economic Integration and Job Creation 10,000 m3/h, prompting emergency
Strategies projects with Italian partners.
* A major recruitment salon for Chinese Leadership Dynamics & Governance
enterprises opened at Marien Ngouabi
University, targeting Mandarin-speaking  President Denis Sassou Nguesso traveled
Congolese  graduates for roles in to Oyo for a weeklong working visit,
infrastructure and logistics. signaling a shift in the seat of power for key
decision-making during the "Accélération"

e Prime Minister Anatole Collinet Makoso

. .. phase.
presented a plan of 20 strategic missions
aimed at reaching a revenue target of * Prime Minister Makoso is pushing for fiscal
5,000 billion CFA through fiscal reform and digitalization to curb corruption and meet
digitalization. ambitious revenue targets.

* The Dangote Fertilizer group received a Critical Infrastructure Security

permit for the Mengo potash mine in
Kuilou, representing a $3 billion investment * Minister Itoua warned that colonial-era
expected to create 800 jobs. piping is so degraded that it causes

massive leaks and contamination, requiring
a total system replacement.

* Urban insecurity in Brazzaville is being

linked to the failure of public lighting

during frequent outages.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Paradox of Potential vs. Production

A central theme is the massive gap between
natural resources and lived reality. Congo sits
on 60% of Central Africa’s hydraulic potential,
yet remains one of the least electrified
regions. This disconnect is being addressed
through an ideological shift toward "Social
Liberalism," where the government admits it
cannot fund infrastructure alone and must
empower private actors to secure its own
survival and social peace.

Strategic Multipolarity

The administration is successfully juggling
competing global powers. Russia provides the
security backbone and military prestige,
China offers the

footprint, and the World Bank/EU provide the

institutional financing for essential services.

This diversification is framed as a matter of
"Tech Sovereignty" and national pride.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Domestic stability is currently threatened by
two main factors: infrastructure failure and
food prices. The persistent 3-day-a-week
electricity blackouts in major cities have
created a "factor of insecurity" and public
anger that the government is trying to
mitigate through promised rapid
improvements. The tragic death of four BPC
exam candidates in a Sibiti traffic accident
has also sparked national mourning and
critiques of road safety and emergency
response capacity.

Furthermore, the decline of the domestic
fishing industry is not just an economic issue

but a cultural and dietary one. The reliance on
"congelés" (frozen imports) in towns like
Mosaka, historically the nation's fish granary,
represents a loss of government mandate to
provide basic food security through natural
resources. This is being countered by
nationalistic rhetoric surrounding the 65th
anniversary of the military, attempting to
unify the country under the banner of a
"strong and enduring" state.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Congolese economy is at a critical
juncture, attempting to pivot from oil
dependency toward mineral extraction and
diversified agriculture. The government has
set a GDP growth target of 5.6% for the year,
but officials admit this is impossible without
resolving the energy bottleneck.

Key Economic Vectors

e Potash Investment: The $3 Dbillion
Dangote potash project in Mingo is a

cornerstone for future industrial growth.

* Public Revenue: PM Makoso is targeting
5,000 Dbillion CFA in annual revenue
through digitalized tax collection.

» Utility Deficit: Brazzaville faces a 9,000
m3/h  water deficit, impacting both
residential and industrial stability.

* Foreign Aid: Projects are heavily

dependent on World Bank, AFD (France),
and Pnud financing, totaling hundreds of
millions of dollars for rural electrification.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts highlight a stabilization of the
current inner circle around the President's
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"Accélération" mandate, while recognizing the
long-term tenure of key utility ministers.

* Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua: Reconfirmed
as Minister of Energy and Hydraulics,

bringing 21 years of government
experience to lead the infrastructure pivot.

* General Serge Oboa: His decoration by
Russia signals he is a winning factional
leader in the security apparatus, cementing
the pro-Russian alignment.

* Claude Le Roy: The return of the French
coach to lead the Diables Rouges football

team is a soft-power move to improve
public morale ahead of AFCON 2027.

* Dieudonné Bantsimba: The Mayor of
Brazzaville is increasingly prominent in

urban cleanup efforts, a frontline role for

managing public dissatisfaction.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial tone of Telecongo was
overwhelmingly nationalistic and reassuring.
The lead stories were dominated by the
Armed Forces 65th Anniversary,
emphasizing strength, order, and international
recognition  (specifically from  Russia).
Significant airtime was also given to Minister
Itoua's energy plan, framed as a necessary
and bold step toward progress rather than an
admission of previous failures. The Sibiti
accident was covered but buried later in the
broadcast, handled with an air of tragic
necessity rather than a critique of
governance. A notable omission was any
mention of regional border tensions or
specific political opposition, focusing instead
on administrative and religious themes to
maintain social cohesion.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts portray a nation carefully
balancing its role as a regional leader in
Central Africa while relying on foreign
"partners" to build its physical foundation.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Russia: Portrayed as a stable, principled
security partner that
Congolese excellence. Quote: The awards
"traduisent la reconnaissance par la Russie
l'engagement la Direction Générale la
sécurité présidentielle." Source.

recognizes

* China: Framed as a pragmatic economic
partner providing jobs and university
collaboration. Quote: The job fair is "une
initiative qui s'inscrit pleinement dans la
vision du gouvernement congolais en
matiére la promotion 1'emploi." Source.

* RDC: Depicted as a chaotic and tragic
neighbor, specifically regarding the
epidemic of sexual violence and the need
for transitional justice. Quote: RDC is the
"capitale mondial des violence sexuelle."
Source.

* France: Framed as a technical and
historical mentor in military engineering
and water projects, though less emphasized
than the Russian security link. Source.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The government is actively utilizing a
narrative of "Accélération" to seed public
expectations for rapid change. This meta-
narrative serves to distract from decades of
underinvestment by framing the next two
years as a distinct, new era of governance.
Propaganda efforts are visible in the Russian
decoration ceremony, which was televised
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to project international legitimacy and
military strength. There is also a push toward
religious narrative integration, with segments
on "spiritual warfare" and ecumenical services
for the army, designed to align the state’s
survival with divine mandate and moral duty.
The "meta-truth" is a state under pressure,
weaponizing optimism and foreign validation
to maintain domestic control.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Energy Tariffs: The rollout of smart
meters will likely lead to a substantial
increase in electricity costs for the middle
class, potentially triggering civil unrest in
6-12 months despite the "social tariff"
promises.

* Security Shift: Continued Russian military
decorations suggest that Moscow will seek
a permanent strategic base or deeper
presence in Congo as a reward for
bolstering the Nguesso administration.

* Economic Failure: If the water and power
improvements do not materialize by early
2028, the "Social Liberalism" model will

likely be abandoned for more repressive
economic controls to meet revenue targets.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a public
relations blitz following the President's return
from Oyo to announce the first phase of the
solar and gas projects. Public grieving for the
Sibiti accident will likely be co-opted into a
campaign for "safer roads" to divert criticism.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant
push for digital tax collection will begin, likely
causing friction in the informal market sector.
The arrival of new Russian military trainers or

equipment is probable following the recent
diplomatic awards.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The success of the
Dangote potash mine will determine if Congo
can truly move away from oil. If successful, it
will shift the economic center of gravity
toward the Kuilou region, requiring new
security infrastructure.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risk to the state is the failure of
infrastructure to meet growing demographic
and industrial demands.

* Risk of Urban Social Unrest: Rising costs
from new meters combined with continued
outages. Triggers: Implementation of price
hikes during the dry season. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Severe urban instability.
Mitigations: Successful rollout of the
promised "social tariff." Source.

* Waterborne Disease Outbreak:
Degradation of the colonial-era Brazzaville
water system. Triggers: Heavy rains or
further network collapses in Brazzaville.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Public
health crisis, specifically cholera outbreaks.
Mitigations: Immediate completion of the
Italian "Joet" project. Source.

Regional Spillover of Conflict: Continued
instability in eastern RDC and the
weaponization of sexual violence. Triggers:
Failure of RDC's reparation fund
(FONAREYV) or renewed militia activity.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Refugee influx
and cross-border insecurity. Mitigations:
Strengthening the Transitional Justice
mechanisms supported by the international
community. Source.
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* Economic Stagnation via Energy
Deficit: Failure to reach the 3,000 MW
target. Triggers: Divestment by World
Bank or project delays in the rural
electrification plan. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Missing the 5.6% GDP growth
target. Mitigations: Diversification into
solar and micro-dams. Source.

* Food Insecurity Crisis: The depletion of
local fish stocks in Mosaka. Triggers:
Continued climate-driven water
temperature changes or overfishing.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Chronic
malnutrition and economic collapse of
riverine communities. Mitigations:
Implementation of "biological rest" periods
and investment in pisciculture. Source.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention a rapid depletion
of fish stocks in Mosaka but offer no
scientific data, leaving a critical gap in
understanding whether this is due to
pollution, climate change, or overfishing.
Source.

* While Russian military cooperation is
celebrated, there is zero mention of the
cost or terms of these defense
agreements, hiding potential long-term
sovereign debt risks.

* The actual status of the Imboulou Dam
remains unclear; while potential is cited,
the discrepancy between its 120 MW
design and actual output is not fully
explained. Source.

* The impact of AI on Congolese society
was mentioned as a '"risk" but never
defined, suggesting the government is
using global buzzwords without local policy
substance. Source.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on formalizing
utility management and retirement age
reforms to modernize the public sector
workforce.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Decree on Water Drilling: Restricts
artisanal well construction to prevent

aquifer contamination and cholera

spread.

]

University Retirement Decree: Sets
new age limits for staff at Marien
Ngouabi University, ranging from 60 to

70 vyears depending on category, to
refresh the academic cohort.

o]

National Sanitation Policy
2026-2035: A strategic framework to
manage li n liqui w
coordination between local and national
actors.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o PM Makoso Address: Presentation of
the 20 Strategic Missions to the National
Assembly.

o SEMAC Regional Meeting: A 6-day
session in Brazzaville to validate
macroeconomic indicators for Central
African states.

KEY STORIES

* 65th Anniversary of the Armed Forces:
A massive parade and sports competition
held at Alphonse Massamba-Débat Stadium
to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the
military and gendarmerie, featuring
Russian diplomats.
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* Energy Sector "Accélération": Minister
Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua details a two-year
plan to fix power and water, including
digital meter rollout and grid privatization.

* Sibiti Road Tragedy: Four students
traveling for the BPC exams were killed in
a traffic accident in the Lekoumou
department.

* Mosaka Fish Scarcity: The historic
fishing hub of Mosaka faces a collapse in
fish vields, leading to economic hardship
and health issues from imported food.

* Fit Congo 2026: A two-day innovation
forum in Brazzaville focusing on women'’s
rship and tech
sovereignty.

* Dangote Potash Permit: The government
grants an exploitation permit for a $3

billion potash mine in the Kuilou
department.

* Claude Le Roy’s Return: The French
coach signs a two-year contract to lead the
Diables Rouges national football team
toward AFCON 2027.

e Transitional Justice Forum: Discussions

on . ; L ¢ ]
violence in RDC and the role of Dr.

Mukwege’s holistic care model.

Chinese Recruitment Salon: Over 40
Chinese firms hosted a recruitment event

for Congolese graduates to boost youth
employment.

* Venezuelan Earthquake: Reports of a 7.2
and 7.5 magnitude earthquake in
Venezuela, causing at least 32 deaths and
30,000 missing.

* ASAC Regional Aviation Session:
Ministers met in Brazzaville to coordinate
fi ndar n il r nition

across Central Africa.

* SNA 2008 Migration: The Ministry of
Economy met to finalize the rebasaging of
national accounts to include the digital and
informal sectors.

* Metanoia Religious Seminar: A five-day
evangelical event in Brazzaville under the

theme "The Fall of Goliath," focused on

spiritual resilience.

» Kakamueka Gold and Palm Oil History:
A documentary segment on the exploration

history of Kakamueka and its potential for

new mineral wealth.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
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otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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