TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CTvV

JUNE 29, 2026

H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

TAIWAN PARALYZED: PARTISAN GRIDLOCK AMIDST
CLIMATE DISASTERS & GEOPOLITICAL VOLATILITY

(JUNE 2026 REPORT)

| INTERNAL DECAY
& CLIMATE SHOCKS

—

_A: 3

INFRASTRUCTURE
CATASTROPHE
Taipei bowling alley collapse
from landslide; Urban hillside
vulnerability exposed; renewed
drainage reform demands in
Tainan & Kaohsiung.

PARTISAN BUDGET
WARFARE
7.8 Billion TWD water budget
stalled; opposition accuses

admin of ‘vote-buying’;
disaster response politicized.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

MIDDLE EASTERN
ESCALATION
Iranian-backed forces strike
U.S. bases; emergency Doha

summit called; regional
contagion fears.

EXTERNAL
GEOPOLITICAL
VOLATILITY (MIDDLE EAST
& RESOURCE WARS)

PARTISAN GIDLOCK &
INSTITUTIONAL BREAKDOWN

AGRICULTURAL
CRISIS
Torrential rains devastate
crops; staple vegetable prices
triple; total losses surpass
430 million TWD.

SOCIAL INSTABILITY
& CYBER-FRAUD
Major influencer fraud (51yo
posing as 31yo); growing public
distrust; effective domestic
law enforcement questioned.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

ARMED CONFLICT

& MILITARIZATION

Iranian UAVs/missiles
target U.S. posts;
Bahrain/Kuwait
intercept threats.

CLIMATE &
&2 EXTREME WEATHER
000 landslides displace

soil saturation remains.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

\

d @ residents; record 36°C+ heat
strains grid & health; critical

CRITICAL INFRA-
STRUCTURE SECURITY
Widespread urban flooding

in Kaohsiung/Tainan
despite investments; calls

for independent audits.

LEGAL WARFARE &

REGULATORY RISK

‘Referendums Tied to
Elections' debate creates
constitutional crisis; CEC
independence challenged.

%% INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DYNAMICS

£2

INTERNAL DYNAMICS: DECAY & DISTRUST

WEAPONIZATION OF DISASTER RESPONSE: Disasters
w become political theatre; hyper-polarized blame game
hinders recovery.
EROSION OF SOCIAL TRUST & ASYMMETRIC THREATS:
\_ High-rmﬁle scams & social ruptures undermine stability;
l /Q
THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
50 INFLATIONARY PRESSURE &
n  SUPPLY CHAIN DISRUPTIONS
COMMODITIES: Veg prices +50-200%;
%

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY: INSTITUTIONAL BREAKDOWN
Central-Municipal breakdown (e.g., Taipei Mayor); public
safety treated as zero-sum; loss of government mandate
due to perceived inaction.

(Pingdong/East Taiwan hit hardest).

FOREIGN INVESTMENT: Corruption
allegations in Central Asia threaten

energy partnerships.
ECONGHIHES:

Coucrotion biF poost;

local: bimitral a
investment.

AGRICULTUR:

haman near-ompent,
instability Asia threaten
energy partnerships.

l\
EXTERNAL DYNAMICS: HOSTILE & FRACTURING WORLD

GLOBAL POSTURE: Taiwan reacts defensively to shocks;
Middle East voletility threatens energy security.
ECONOMIC STATECRAFT: Focus on US-Iran comraetition
& resource sovereignty; U.S. interests in Kazakhstan
minerals highlight scramble for supply chains.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING: CHAOTIC ARENA

=l

IRAN: Principled,
aggressive foe using
asymmetric warfare.

Us: Opguriunistic ally,
focus on business interests
(e.g., Kazakhstan).

LEADERSHIP CHANGES & PUBLIC TRUST

CHINA: Competent, stable
threat; supply chain
dependency risks (e.g., tires).

<]
CHIANG WAN-AN (MAYOR): SUN AN-TSO (INFLUENCER):
Positioning as competent Represents digital-age
alternative, focusing on _leadership instability: arrest
immediate repairs.  highlights non-state actor risks.|

F m for budget
failure; struggling for
unified narrative.

EDITORIAL: Fear-inducinF, nationalistic; focuses on visceral
crises over structural analysis.

INFO WARFARE: Opposition seeds ‘budgetary corruption’
narrative; influencer scam as meta-narrative for digital
deception; government ‘early deployment’ claims mocked.

digital persona vulnerability exploited by disinformation.
Fuel costs rising due to shipping attacks.
AGRICULTURE: 430M TWD total damage
HYPOTHESES &
FUTURE OUTLOOK

’ ESCALATING CIVIL UNREST:
Potential localized protests if
food prices/budget stall continue.
REGIONAL CONTAGION:

‘ US-Iran conflict escalation likely
without Doha success; risk of

maritime blockade.

INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRACTION:
Regulatory crackdown on
hillside development; property
value impact.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& RISK ASSESSMENT

FORESIGHT:
Short Term (1 -4w[<s?‘: Legal fallout,
unrest; medium-high landslide risk.
Medium Term (1-6mos): Referendum
ollcy]yaral Sis. A
ong Term H-Syrs): Structural municipal
changes?
RISKS: Systemic Infrastructure Failure
gHigh Likelihood/Catastrophic Impact);
ne;gy Supply Chain Rupture
Moderate Likelihood/National Impact);
yber-Social Deception (High
Likelihood/Total Gridlock Impact).

RECOMMENDATIONS
& IMPLICATIONS

PUBLIC SECTOR:
Depoliticize disaster relief
(independent body);
strengthen Central Asian
ties; mandatory hillside
safety audits.

PRIVATE SECTOR:
Prepare for agrlogistics
volatil ize Al fraud

Hormuz shipping risk.

GAPS, BLIND SPOTS &
CONTRARIAN SCENARIOS

GAPS: Long-term heat
health impacts; verified
data on Iranian attacks;
economic fallout of
vegetable prices; unverified
claims on US investments.
CONTRARIAN: Managed
Crisis Theory (gridlock as
deliberate s(raleg{): Black
Swan Event (supply chain
failure from Chinese
components).
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TAIWAN PARALYZED BY PARTISAN
GRIDLOCK AMIDST ESCALATING
CLIMATE DISASTERS AND MIDDLE
EASTERN GEOPOLITICAL
VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasting cycle for late June 2026
depicts a nation grappling with a dangerous
convergence of domestic institutional decay
and external systemic shocks. Internally,
Taiwan is reeling from severe meteorological
events, characterized by record-breaking
rainfall that has triggered -catastrophic
infrastructure failures, most notably the
collapse of a prominent bowling alley in
Taipei following massive landslides. This
physical instability is mirrored by a deepening
political schism, as the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) and opposition
Kuomintang (KMT) weaponize disaster relief
budgets and referendum protocols. The
central government’s struggle to pass critical
flood prevention funding has become a
partisan flashpoint, with local leaders in
Taipei and  Kaohsiung accusing the
administration @ of  prioritizing  political
maneuvering over public safety.

Externally, the global security environment is
rapidly deteriorating. Reports indicate a
significant escalation in the Middle East, with
Iranian-backed forces launching
coordinated missile and drone strikes
against U.S. military installations. This surge
in kinetic activity is already impacting global
logistics, reflected in spiking insurance
premiums for maritime shipping and volatility
in energy markets. Simultaneously, the
highlights a
intersection of high-level diplomacy and
resource security, specifically regarding U.S.
interests in Kazakhstan's mineral wealth,
suggesting a broader geopolitical scramble
for critical supply chain sovereignty that
involves high-ranking U.S. political families
and corporate entities.

broadcast controversial

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Infrastructure Catastrophe and Climate
Vulnerability: Heavy rains caused a

massive landslide that destroyed a two-
story bowling alley in Taipei, exposing
critical vulnerabilities in wurban hillside
management. The event has become a
primary driver for renewed demands for
comprehensive drainage reform across
Tainan and Kaohsiung.

* Partisan Budgetary Warfare: A
legislative impasse regarding a 7.8 billion
TWD water management budget has stalled
disaster response efforts, with opposition
members accusing the administration of
"vote-buying" through selective disaster
fund allocation.
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* Middle Eastern Escalation: Iranian
forces have reportedly targeted U.S. bases
with drones and missiles, prompting an
emergency diplomatic summit scheduled
for June 30th in Doha to prevent further
regional contagion.

Agricultural Crisis: Torrential rains have
devastated domestic crops, causing the
price of staple vegetables like "A-choy" to
triple in wholesale markets, while total
agricultural losses have surpassed 430
million TWD.

* Social Instability and Cyber-Fraud:
High-profile criminal cases, including a
major influencer fraud involving a 51-
year-old woman posing as a 31-year-old
socialite, highlight growing concerns
regarding social order and the efficacy of
domestic law enforcement.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

* The deployment of UAVs and missiles by
Iranian forces against U.S. Middle Eastern
outposts has triggered regional alerts, with
Bahrain and Kuwait reporting intercepted

projectiles threatening residential centers.
Climate & Extreme Weather:

* Landslides in Taoyuan and Taipei have
displaced residents and destroyed
commercial property, with experts warning
that the soil saturation levels remain at
critical highs, presenting a high risk for
further collapses within 3-5 days of rain
cessation.

* Record temperatures exceeding 36 degrees
Celsius in the Taipei basin and central
regions are exacerbating the strain on the

electrical grid and public health systems.

Critical Infrastructure Security:

* The failure of the drainage systems in
Kaohsiung and Tainan, despite previous
multi-billion TWD investments, has led to
widespread urban flooding and calls for
an independent audit of municipal

construction transparency and durability.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk:

* The debate over "Referendums Tied to
Elections" (2#&%##:A%) has evolved into a
constitutional crisis, with the opposition
challenging the Central Election
Commission's independence and accusing
it of suppressing the popular will to favor
the incumbent party.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Disaster Response:
A significant trend is the transformation of
natural disasters into political theatre. Rather
than a unified national response to the
landslides and flooding, the transcripts reveal
a hyper-polarized environment where disaster
budgets are scrutinized for partisan bias. The
KMT and DPP are engaged in a "meta-
narrative"  battle, where infrastructure
failures are framed either as central
government neglect or local administrative
incompetence, significantly hindering the
speed of tactical recovery.

Erosion of Social Trust and Rise of
Asymmetric Threats: Domestic stability is
being undermined by a series of high-profile
social ruptures, ranging from music teacher
abuse cases to elaborate social media scams.
The report on a 5l-year-old woman

defrauding investors using fabricated digital

personas suggests a growing vulnerability in
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the public's ability to discern truth, a
weakness that political factions appear to be
exploiting through information warfare and
targeted disinformation regarding legislative
intent.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is currently experiencing a period of
institutional decay driven by elite infighting.
The transcripts highlight a total breakdown in
communication between the central
administration and municipal leaders like
Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an. Partisan
polarization has reached a level where public
safety measures, such as the 1999 service
hotline and flood prevention budgets, are
treated as zero-sum games. This gridlock is
causing a measurable loss of government
mandate, as public sentiment shifts toward
skepticism, fueled by the perception that the
political class is distracted by referendums
and election maneuvering while hillsides

collapse and vegetable prices skyrocket.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is framed as an
increasingly hostile and fracturing arena.
The broadcast portrays Taiwan as a state
reacting defensively to external shocks,
particularly the volatility in the Middle East
which threatens energy security. There is a
perceptible shift toward highlighting
economic statecraft, specifically regarding
U.S. and Iranian competition. The mention of
U.S. families investing in Kazakhstan's
mineral sectors suggests that the "outside
world" is a zone of resource competition
where navigate

Taiwan must between

traditional alliances and the need for supply
chain resilience in a multipolar system.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The domestic economy is under severe
inflationary pressure due to climate-driven
supply chain disruptions. The agricultural
sector is the most heavily impacted, with
direct losses exceeding 400 million TWD.
Financial markets are pricing in geopolitical
risks associated with the Middle Eastern
conflict, leading to higher operational costs
for Taiwanese logistics firms.

* Commodities: Wholesale vegetable prices
have risen by over 50%, with some crops
tripling in price. Fuel and energy costs are
rising following attacks on regional
shipping lanes.

* Agriculture: Total crop damage is
estimated at 430 million TWD, with
Pingdong and East Taiwan suffering the
most significant losses at 180 million TWD.

* Foreign Investment: Allegations of
corrupt practices in resource acquisition in
Central Asia involving U.S. political figures
threaten to destabilize traditional energy
partnerships.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are characterized by
intense competition for public trust amidst
disaster and scandal. Political figures are
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increasingly judged by their visibility and
efficacy in crisis management.

* Lai Ching-te / DPP Administration:
Facing intense criticism for the perceived
failure of the '"disaster budget" allocation
and struggling to maintain a unified
national narrative amidst infrastructure
failures.

e Chiang Wan-an: Positioning as a
competent alternative to central leadership
by focusing on immediate infrastructure
repair in Taipei, though facing accusations
of leveraging disaster for political gain.

e Sun An-tso (Influencer Figure):
Represents the dark side of leadership in
the digital age; his arrest for arms
possession and influencer scams highlights
the instability of non-state actors.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial posture is fear-
inducing and nationalistic. The lead stories
are dominated by the physical and political
fallout of the landslides and floods, with
significant airtime dedicated to the visceral
imagery of the bowling alley collapse. The
effectively buries complex
international economic data in favor of
populist stories about influencer fraud and
social media controversies. There is a
conspicuous omission of detailed analysis
regarding the long-term structural stability
of the national power grid, despite record
heatwaves, suggesting a focus on immediate,
sensational crises over systemic strategic
planning.

broadcast

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a chaotic arena
where competence is rare and corruption is
rampant. Leaders are framed primarily
through the lens of their ability to secure
resources and maintain internal order.

* United States: Portrayed as an
opportunistic and inconsistent ally,
with reports focusing on the business
interests of the Trump family in Kazakhstan

rather than strategic security guarantees.

e Iran: Characterized as a principled but
aggressive foe, weaponizing asymmetric

warfare to retaliate against U.S. presence
in the Middle East.

* China: Framed as a competent but
stable threat, with mentions of Chinese-
made tires being wused in Taiwanese
military vehicles highlighting a dangerous

level of supply chain dependency.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: Opposition groups are
successfully seeding a narrative of DPP
budgetary corruption, using infrastructure
failures as evidence of  systemic
incompetence.

* Disinformation: The influencer scam case
involving fabri ltra-sound images
serves as a meta-narrative for the pervasive
nature of digital deception in the current
social environment.

* Spin vs. Reality: The government’s claim
of "early deployment" (#aj&FZE) for flood
prevention is being openly mocked by
media commentators in light of the bowling
alley collapse and urban flooding.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Escalating Civil Unrest: If food prices
continue to rise and the disaster budget
remains stalled, Taiwan may see a surge in
localized protests targeting both central
and municipal government offices.

* Regional Contagion: The U.S.-Iran
conflict is likely to escalate if the June 30th
Doha talks fail iel fire,
potentially leading to a broader maritime
blockade in the Persian Gulf.

* Infrastructure Contraction: The

landslide risks will likely lead to a
regulatory crackdown on |hillside
developments, potentially impacting
property values in high-risk zones like
Taoyuan and Neihu.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate
legal fallout from the influencer scam arrests
and potential social unrest if vegetable prices
do not stabilize. Hillside areas remain high-
risk for further collapses.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Legislative
debates will be dominated by the referendum
rules, potentially leading to a national policy
paralysis as parties gear up for the year-end
elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The persistent
failure of flood prevention infrastructure may
lead to structural changes in municipal
management, with a possible move toward
centralized water and soil conservation
agencies.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Systemic Infrastructure Failure:
Hillsides in Taipei and Kaohsiung are at
critical risk. Triggers: Any additional
rainfall exceeding 50mm in a 24-hour
period. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic loss of life and property.
Mitigations: Immediate evacuation of
high-risk hillside residences and expedited
drainage audits following the bowling alley
event.

* Energy Supply Chain Rupture: Conflict
in the Middle East threatening oil and gas
imports. Triggers: A successful Iranian
drone strike on a major oil tanker.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: National
power rationing and industrial slowdown.
Mitigations: Diversification of energy
sources and increasing strategic fuel
reserves.

* Cyber-Social Deception: Widespread loss
of trust in digital information. Triggers: A
major Al-generated political scandal before
the referendum. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Total political gridlock and loss of
government mandate. Mitigations:
Enhanced digital literacy programs and
strict regulation of influencer financial

activity.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to address the long-

term health impacts of the extreme
vulnerable populations,
focusing only on the infrastructure strain.

heatwave on

* There is a lack of verified data regarding
the actual status of the Iranian attacks,
with much of the information appearing to
be recycled from external media without
independent confirmation.
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e The broadcast does not explore the
potential economic fallout of a vegetable
price surge on the restaurant industry and
broader consumer spending.

* Claims regarding Wilbur Ross and the
Trump family's investments in Kazakhstan
remain unverified and potentially part of a
broader disinformation campaign.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Managed Crisis Theory: The political
gridlock regarding the disaster budget may
be a deliberate strategy by both parties to
consolidate  their base before the
referendum, rather than a genuine failure
of governance. The ‘crisis" is being
maintained to maximize political leverage.

* Black Swan Event: A catastrophic failure
of the national security supply chain due to
the discovery of widespread Chinese-
manufactured components in critical
defense systems, leading to a total
grounding of the military during the Middle
Eastern crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the depoliticization of disaster
relief by establishing an independent, non-
partisan  oversight body for flood

prevention budgets to bypass legislative
gridlock.

» Strengthen diplomatic ties with Central
Asian resource providers to offset
regional volatility in the Middle East.

* Implement mandatory hillside safety audits
for all commercial properties in high-risk
urban zones.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should prepare for increased
volatility in agricultural futures and
logistics costs due to regional conflict and

extreme weather impacting local harvests.

* Tech firms should prioritize Al-driven
fraud detection systems as public trust in
digital personas continues to erode
following high-profile scams.

* Logistics companies should re-evaluate
the Strait of Hormuz risk profile and
secure alternative shipping insurance given
| lation in U.S.-I ] ities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative session is dominated
by heated debates regarding budgetary
allocations for flood prevention and the
proposed changes to the referendum process.
The Central Election Commission is at the
center of a partisan struggle over electoral
integrity.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 7.8 Billion Water Management Budget:
Aimed at comprehensive drainage reform
but currently stalled due to partisan

isagreements over allocation.

* Referendum Amendment Bill: Proposed

to untie referendums from general
elections to prevent  administrative
interference.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
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* Legislative Yuan Inquiry into Hillside
Safety: A heated hearing following the
Taipei bowling alley collapse, questioning

municipal and central oversight.

* CEC Press Briefing on EFElection
Neutrality: Addressing opposition claims
of political bias in upcoming referendum
schedules.

KEY STORIES

* Bowling Alley Collapse: A two-story
building in Taipei collapsed due to a

landslide triggered by record rains.

* Middle East Conflict Escalation: Iranian
drones and missiles targeted U.S. bases,
leading to emergency summits in Doha.

* Agricultural Price Surge: Staple
vegetable prices have tripled, with total
losses reaching 430 million TWD.

* Influencer Fraud Scandal: A 51-year-old
woman was arrested for scamming
investors through a 31l-year-old fake
persona.

* Monkey Attacks in Taoyuan: Wild
monkeys have injured residents, prompting
a wildlife management crisis.

* Music Teacher Abuse Case: A music
teacher in Taipei was sentenced for abusing
students over a period of 15 incidents.

* Referendum Debate: The KMT and DPP

are locked in a constitutional struggle over
the timing of public referendums.

 Kazakhstan Resource Scramble:
Controversial reports linking U.S. political
families to Kazakh mineral deals.

Insurance:
Insurance premiums for shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz and the South China

Sea are spiking.

e Taiwan Strait Maritime

* Neihu Traffic Controversy: Partisan
disputes over the Taipei 1999 hotline and
local infrastructure management.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260629_073000

For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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