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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international geopolitical landscape on
June 29, 2026, is dominated by the aftermath
of the "40-day war" (also referred to as the 12-
day war of June 2025/2026) between the
United States, Israel, and Iran. The conflict
has culminated in the  Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), a
14-point framework that the Iranian media
characterizes as a strategic surrender by the
Trump administration. This agreement signals
a historic inflection point where the United
States, under immense economic pressure
and military setbacks—including the reported
shutdown of a dozen American bases in
the region—has been forced to recognize
Iranian sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz
and agree to the unfreezing of billions in
assets.

Simultaneously, a widening rift is emerging
between the White House and the Israeli
government. The Trump administration,
represented by Vice President ]J.D. Vance and

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, appears to be
prioritizing an exit from regional hostilities to
stabilize the US economy and oil supply, while
the Netanyahu cabinet is accused of
attempting to sabotage the MoU through
continued aggression in Lebanon. This "unity
of arenas" strategy by Iran has successfully
linked diplomatic progress in Switzerland to a
total cessation of hostilities on the Lebanese
front, leaving the Israeli military in an
increasingly isolated and precarious position.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e The Islamabad Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU): A 14-point
framework aimed at ending the war,
involving the unfreezing of up to $12

billion in Iranian assets held in Qatar and
the establishment of a $300 billion
reconstruction fund for Iran. The deal is
viewed as a victory for Tehran's "red lines."

Strait of Hormuz Sovereignty: Iran has
asserted sole demining rights and
sovereign management of the Strait,
rejecting French offers of cooperation and
establishing a joint committee with Oman
to oversee maritime services and transit
fees.

* Escalation on the Lebanese Front:
Despite the framework, Israeli forces
continue violations in South Lebanon.
Hezbollah has reportedly retaliated with
m h n eli lani Bri ni
and command centers, while Iranian
negotiators insist no final deal will be
signed without a total Israeli withdrawal
from Lebanese territory.
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* Pakistan-Afghanistan Border Strikes:

Pakistan has launched major air and

ground  operations targeting TTP
hideouts in Afghanistan, killing dozens. The

Taliban government in Kabul has
condemned these actions as violations of
threatening a cycle of
perpetual retaliation.

sovereignty,

* Venezuelan Seismic Disaster: Twin
earthquakes have caused catastrophic
damage equivalent to 6% of the country's
GDP, with over 1,700 confirmed dead and
55,000 missing.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The IRGC has warned of a crushing
response to even low-value target attacks,
emphasizing that their hands remain "on
the trigger" despite the MoU.

e The US reportedly deployed "Prism"
precision strike missiles for the first time
in combat during the recent aggression,
causing high civilian casualties in Iranian
residential zones.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Iran claims significant technological self-
sufficiency induced by sanctions,
specifically citing the domestic production
of cardiatic SPECT systems for nuclear
medicine at a fraction of the cost of
Western imports.

* The Trump administration is reportedly
plannmg a $2 trillion AI data center
infr re in the Persian Gulf,
contmgent on regional stability.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has

conducted high-level meetings in
Baghdad to coordinate a regional security

mechanism that excludes extra-regional
powers.

* Germany has lost its bid for a temporary
UN Security Council seat, attributed to its
vocal support for Israeli military actions.

Energy & Supply Chain Resilience

* Global o0il markets are reacting to the
lepleti £ tratedi trol
reserves by companies like Exxon and
Chevron due to the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

* Reports from Reuters suggest the US Navy

resorted to oil smuggling methods to
bypass the Iranian blockade during the

conflict.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of "Zionist Logic": A recurring
theme is the perceived collapse of the "Zionist
Logic" that has historically guided US foreign
policy. Analysts argue that the Trump
administration has been forced to confront
the reality that unconditional support for
Israel's "Greater Israel" project is leading the
US into a munitions crisis and economic ruin.
The transcripts suggest a growing
"philosophical debate" in Washington
regarding the utility of the alliance with
Israel, especially as Iran proves it can hit
American isively.

Unity of the Resistance Axis: Iran has
successfully implemented a "unity of
arenas" doctrine, ensuring that no ceasefire
is negotiated in isolation. By tying the security
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of the Strait of Hormuz to the cessation of
attacks in Lebanon and Gaza, Tehran has
created a complex web of dependencies that
prevents the US from "decoupling" regional
files to the detriment of Hezbollah or Hamas.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The Trump presidency is
portrayed as being in peril due to the war's
economic fallout and the "munitions crisis."
Vice President ].D. Vance is leading a
rhetorical offensive against the "Israel-firster"
faction in the US Congress, while internal
security  is tightened following  the
assassination of political figure Charlie
Kirk in September 2025.

Bolivia: The country is in the midst of a
massive general strike with over 75
highway barricades. The uprising aims to
overthrow the right-wing government of
Rodrigo Paz, which is criticized for its pro-
Zionist stance and harsh austerity measures.

Lebanon: The Lebanese state is described as
a failed entity where the government is
increasingly seen as a ‘"puppet" of
Washington. Public trust has shifted heavily
toward the Iranian-backed resistance as the
only force capable of stopping Israeli
territorial encroachment.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The framing of the international system is one
of multipolarity in transition. Iran is
positioned as the principal mover in the
reorganization of the security architecture
of West Asia. Regional powers like Oman,
Qatar, and Pakistan are increasingly acting as
facilitators of this new order, signaling a shift

away from US-led security guarantees.
Conversely, Germany and other European
allies are portrayed as losing global
credibility due to perceived double standards
regarding human rights and their support for
Israeli military operations.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is grim for the West but
potentially transformative for Iran if the MoU
holds. The "patrol dollar" aggression is cited
as a primary driver of US inflation.

* Sanctions Relief: Iran expects immediate
il an rochemical sanctions relief
under the 60-day truce period.

* Energy Prices: Brent crude jumped 0.6%
per barrel following renewed skirmishes,
despite a 10.6% decline the previous week.
This volatility is linked directly to the
uncertainty surrounding the Strait of
Hormuz.

e Asset Release: A total of $12 billion in
frozen Iranian assets in Qatar is slated for
return.

e Infrastructure Impact: The US is
reportedly facing a helium shortage due
to the conflict, which is driving up the price
of computer chips and high-tech consumer
goods like iPhones.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic personnel shifts and political
assassinations are defining the current power
struggle within several administrations.

* The Netanyahu Cabinet: Factions led by
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich are
portrayed as being instructed to attack
Trump to US-Iran
rapprochement, creating a profound rift in
the historic alliance.

Charlie Kirk/TPUSA: Following Kirk's
assassination, the organization has
reportedly fallen back into alignment with
the Zionist agenda under new leadership
and influence from major donors like the
Adelson family.

prevent the

e Syria: Abu Mohammad al-Julani, now
referred to as Ahmed Al Shara, is being
framed by the US as a potential proxy
leader to vreplace Israel in fighting
Hezbollah, an idea  dismissed as
"fantastical" by regional analysts.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a posture of militant
triumphalism. The lead stories are
consistently about Iran's military and
diplomatic upper hand, emphasizing the
"humiliation" of the US and Israel. Buried
stories include the details of the internal
Iranian economic hardship—all hardship is
attributed strictly to sanctions, never to
internal management. Conspicuous omissions
include any detailed mention of the casualties
on the Iranian military side during the "40-day
war," focusing instead on civilian deaths
caused by Western technology.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The narrative meta-structure relies on a
binary between "Resistance" and
"Imperialism," with regional states
increasingly choosing the former to ensure
their survival.

e Iran: Framed as the principled victor.

"Iran walked away with every single red

line intact."

* Israel: Framed as a weak and corrupt
"temporary state". Described as "world
champions at killing unarmed children" and
incapable of fighting "well-armed

resistance groups" without US help.

* United States: Framed as a declining,
chaotic empire. Characterized by a "lack
of rational balance" under Trump, who is
forced into negotiations by military
failure.

* Germany: Framed as a foe and hypocrite.
"They now believe that the human rights
championed by the US and its allies are

little more than empty."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Atrocity Propaganda: Press TV actively
labels Western reports of sexual violence on
October 7th as a "Mass Rapes Hoax"
designed to demonize Palestinians.

* Narrative Seeding: The network is heavily
promoting the idea of the "smuggling US
Navy," mirroring historical US accusations
against Iran to undermine the moral
authority of the US blockade.
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* Censorship: Mention is made of the
"muzzled or manipulated truth" in Western
outlets like the New York Times and
Washington Post, which supposedly tried
to hide the signature of US missiles in
civilian strikes.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Fragile Implementation: The Islamabad
MoU is likely to remain in a state of high-
tension "pause" rather than a definitive
peace. Continued Israeli strikes in Lebanon

serve as a constant trigger for Iran to re-

close the Strait of Hormuz.

Bolivian Regime Change: The intensity of
the general strike suggests a high
probability of the overthrow of the Paz
government, which would result in Bolivia
re-joining the "Axis of Resistance" and
cutting lithium supplies to the US.

* Syrian Realignment: If Trump follows
through with his proposal to use Syrian
forces against Hezbollah, it will likely
ignite a new civil war in Syria, as al-
Qaeda elements in power are ideologically
opposed to both the resistance axis and
traditional Western allies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intense
political crises in Beirut as the "puppet
government" attempts to ratify a framework
that legalizes Israeli occupation of
southern Lebanon. A technical meeting in
Doha is unlikely to produce results until
hostilities in Lebanon cease.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US mid-
term elections will drive the Trump
administration to provide more concessions to

Iran to keep gas prices low. Iraq will likely
move to enforce a deadline for the

disarmament of resistance forces or the
removal of US troops.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
reorganization of West Asian security where
multilateral agreements between Iran,
Egypt, Turkey, and Persian Gulf states replace
the US-led security umbrella. The "Strait of
Hormuz fees" will become a standardized
feature of global maritime trade.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Regional Energy Collapse: A total
shutdown of regional oil and gas facilities.
Triggers: A "decapitation strike" by Israel
on Iranian leadership or a full-scale assault
on Tehran's power plants. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Catastrophic global
economic depression and "bread riots" in
Asia. Mitigations: Successful
implementation of Article 1 of the MoU
(permanent ceasefire).

* Lebanese Civil War: Internal strife
between the state military and Hezbollah.
Triggers: Implementation of the US-
brokered "Betrayal Agreement" that allows
Israeli military freedom of action.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Massive
refugee flows and total destabilization of
the Levant. Mitigations: Formal
recognition of Hezbollah as a "national
defense force."
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Munitions Exhaustion: The US and Israel
running out of high-tech defensive
interceptors. Triggers: Prolonged
saturation attacks using Iranian "Fadra 5"
rockets. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Total loss of air superiority over
Israel. Mitigations: Re-establishment of
the JCPOA or a broader arms control
agreement.

South Asian Escalation: Full-scale war
between  Pakistan and  Afghanistan.
Triggers: Continued "precisely targeted"
air strikes by Pakistan in Afghan provinces.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Destabilization
of the nuclear-armed Pakistani state.
Mitigations: Multi-party mediation
involving China and Iran.

Supply Chain Paralyzation: Total loss of
access to South American lithium.
Triggers: Victory of the popular uprising in
Bolivia and nationalization of mines.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Collapse
of the US "Shield the Americas" tech
initiative. Mitigations: Diplomatic pivot
toward indigenous socialist movements.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts fail to provide verified
data on Iranian military casualties,
portraying a purely defensive victory
without acknowledging the costs to their
own rank-and-file.

There is a lack of information on the actual
status of the $300 billion
reconstruction fund; critics in the US
claim the fund has "no cash," a point not
addressed by the pro-Iranian analysts.

The internal humanitarian crisis in Iran
—outside of war zones—is minimized, with
all economic suffering blamed exclusively
on external actors.

* The specific terms of the Iranian nuclear

concessions mentioned in the MoU are
vaguely defined, focusing instead on
"enrichment levels" without detailing
inspection protocols.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Stalling Tactic" Hypothesis: The

US signature on the MoU is not a surrender
but a strategic stall to rebuild munitions
stockpiles and wait for the
strike" program to be fully optimized for a
second phase of aggression. This is

supported by reports of frenzied resupply
activity to US forces despite the truce.

"precision

The "Trap" for Netanyahu: Trump and
Vance are intentionally leaking reports of
"Netanyahu fuming" to bait him into a
rogue action that would provide the
political cover for the US to abandon the

Israeli security umbrella entirely,

fulfilling Trump's isolationist agenda.

Black Swan Event: An assassination of a
US-based Zionist donor or a high-ranking
MAGA official (following the Kirk pattern)
could trigger an uncontrolled paramilitary
response within the US, leading to a
domestic security state focusing inward
and creating a power vacuum in the
Persian Gulf.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Diplomatic Engagement: Prioritize the

establishment of a "Neutral Third-Party
Oversight" group (ideally involving Pakistan
and Qatar) to interpret MoU clauses and
prevent "miscalculations."



* Security Architecture: Re-evaluate the international resolutions that redefine state

viability of regional bases that are now sovereignty in the 21st century.
proven to be liabilities under Iranian
missile saturation capability. * BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Islamabad MoU Article 5: Establishes
the legal framework for Iranian and

Omani management of the Strait of

Hormuz and the right to charge transit

* Humanitarian Response: Prepare for
secondary shocks from the Venezuelan
earthquake, as the economic loss will likely
trigger mass migration events across the

. fees.
Americas.
o Islamabad MoU Article 13: Sets the
For Private Sector/Investors: precondition that final deal
negotiations cannot begin until Articles
* Supply Chain Diversification: 1, 4, 10, and 11 (sanctions relief and

Immediately hedge against a long-term
lithium supply disruption from Bolivia
and a computer chip price surge due to the
helium crisis.

assets) are fully implemented.

o Resolution 2803: A UN-level resolution
that explicitly forbids the annexation of
Palestinian land and calls for the end

* Energy Portfolios: Move toward regional of the occupation.

energy alternatives that bypass the Strait

of Hormuz, as the sovereign fees now * HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
claimed by Iran will permanently alter o J.D. Vance White House Briefing:
transport costs. Defined the absurdity of the special
« Tech Security: Increase cybersecurity relationship and  signaled  the
vigilance for infrastructure in Israel, as administration’s shift toward “reality-
incidents have tripled over the past year. based" diplomacy.
o Baghdad Joint Presser: Araghchi and
LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP Fuad Hussein discussing the
unprecedented nature of war crimes
The diplomatic and legal battles are being against the "Minab Elementary School.”

fought through a series of memoranda and
KEY STORIES

* Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding: A historic agreement
between the US and Iran to end the
"imposed war," involving the unfreezing of
assets and a 60-day roadmap for a final

settlement (202 29-19).

* Strait of Hormuz Sovereignty Asserted:
Iran and Oman launch a joint committee to
manage the waterway, with Iran claiming
sole control over demining and transit

(20260629-6).
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Hezbollah Ambush in South Lebanon:
Resistance fighters reportedly target elite
Israeli units and command centers in
defiance of the US-brokered framework
(20260629-114).

US "Prism" Missile Casualties: Reports
of the first combat use of the US Prism
missile system, which caused significant
civilian casualties in Iranian residential

zones (20260629-2).

Venezuela Twin Earthquakes: Seismic
disaster near Caracas leaves 1,700 dead
and causes $6.7 Dbillion in damage

(20260629-3).

Bolivia General Strike: Popular uprising
against the pro-Zionist Paz government
paralyzes the country over lithium control

and austerity (20260629-35).

Pakistan Strikes Afghanistan: Air and
ground operations kill 29 alleged TTP
militants along the border, triggering
Taliban condemnation (20260629-7).

Iranian Tech Sovereignty Milestone:
Domestic production of cardiotic SPECT
systems showcases Iran's ability to bypass

medical sanctions (20260629-11).

Mass Wedding in Jabalia: 150 couples
marry in the ruins of Gaza as a "message of
resilience" against ongoing genocidal

operations (20260629-10).

Assassination of Charlie Kirk: Flashback
details regarding the September 2025
killing of the MAGA youth leader and
subsequent TPUSA shifts (20260629-61).

Israeli Cyber Directorate Warning:
Hostile incidents targeting Israeli critical
infrastructure have tripled to 4,800 in June

2026 (20260629-9).

Ghalibaf visit to Azerbaijan: High-level
Iranian diplomatic mission to Baku aimed

at "safely strings" in the Caucasus
(20260629-104).
US Senate "surfing" Resolution: A

bipartisan move in the US Senate to
oversee and potentially block the undoing
of the Islamabad MoU by
administrations (20260629-30).

The Story of Mujahid Mufleh: A
Palestinian journalist's survival after 14
months of administrative detention and a

critical brain hemorrhage (20260629-50).

Minab Elementary School Bombing:
Iranian judiciary pursue war crime cases
against US/Israeli officials for the killing of
scores of children (20260629-1).

Green Zone Corruption Raid: Iraqgi
security forces arrest high-ranking officials
in a major anti-corruption drive in Baghdad

(20260629-3).

future

Ali Abunima Gaza Report: Analysis
debunking Western "mass rape" narratives
from the October 7th conflict
(20260629-4).

Helium Supply Chain Crisis: Conflict in
the Persian Gulf disrupts helium exports,
threatening the global computer chip
industry (20260629-163).

Gaza Water System Collapse: Human
rights groups warn of a total failure of the
Gaza water system due to Israeli blockade

of fuel and parts (20260629-3).

Sardasht Chemical Attack Anniversary:
Commemoration of the 1980s attack used
to frame modern Western human rights

claims as "empty" (20260629-4).

US base "Ali al-Salim" strikes:
Retaliatory strikes by Iran on the Kuwait-
based facility following US aggression on

coastal posts (202 29-20).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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